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1. Remember: The early Christians had no printed books. Also, the original documents are all gone.

2. The copy of Mark in St. Mark's church at Venice is from Jerome's Vulgate Bible of the fourth century.

3. No two hand-copied manuscripts ever agree completely. These differences are called "variant readings."

4. A gospel of Mark at the University of Chicago contains 181 variants not found in other manuscripts.

5. Two gospels of Mark differ in 873 passages. Two manuscripts of the four gospels disclose 14,040 differences.

6. Some manuscripts present an average of 50 differences per page.

7. These differences are caused by:

a. Skill of scribes.
b. Efforts to harmonize.
c. Removal of heresy.
d. Attempts at clarification.
e. Mistakes.
f. Editorializing.
g. Skipping lines.
h. Omissions by error.

Illustration of hamonization:

Matt. 12:13. The man with a withered hand. Matt. reads: "Then he said to the man, 'Stretch out your hand.? And the man stretched it out, and it was 
restored, whole like the other." Early copies of Mark and Luke do not contain "whole like the other." But increasingly, later copies contain this addition.

NOTE: The Urantia Book (p. 1665) follows the early Mark and Luke and does not contain the later addition.

Illustration of removing heresy:

Matt. 24:36. "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only."

A scribe, believing that Jesus was omniscient, was sure someone had made mistake, so he changed the text, omitting the words, "nor the Son."

NOTE: Jesus, in making this statement on p. 1915 of the Urantia Book, likewise omits "nor the Son." He says: "But the times of the re-appearing of the 
Son of Man are known only in the councils of Paradise; not even the angels of heaven know when this will occur."

Illustration of unification:

Luke 23:32. "Also other criminals, two, were led away to be put to death with him. " The scribes resented the implication that Jesus was a criminal, so 
they changed it to read: "Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him."

NOTE: This passage does not appear in the Urantia Book.

Illustration of Ambiguity:

Concerning the Lord's Supper in Matt. 26:27, it originally read: "Drink ye all of it." The scribe changed it to "Drink of it, all of you," as now in the 
Revised Version.

NOTE: The Urantia Book (p. 1941) reads: "Take this cup, all of you, and drink of it."

Illustration of Prejudice against revised versions:

One bishop burned over 200 copies of a new version of the Bible.

Remember: At the Council of Trent, the Bible was standardized by majority vote.

Illustration of Custom:

1 Cor. 13:12. "For now we see as in a mirror darkly." The early church fathers did not like "darkly." It meant "riddles," mystery, "dark sayings," etc. So 
they just omitted it. But the King James version retains "darkly." Revised Standard Version uses "dimly."



                   Words in the Bible that have Changed Meaning
                                                        by Doc Sadler

Addicted: to be devoted to something.
Allege: to produce evidence.
Attendance: to pay attention.
Barbarian: any non-Greek-speaking person.
Bowels: heart-felt emotion.
By and by: immediately.
Carriage: what is carried. (Not a vehicle.)
Clouted: to be patched.
Confection: to smell, not taste.
Conversation: conduct, behavior.
Eminent: refers to physical height.
Fashion: a plan.
Feeble-minded: faint-hearted.
Imagine: to plan an action.
Let: to hinder, impede or prevent
Mean: a common person.
Meat: any food.
Passenger: a passer-by, wayfarer.
Prevent: to go before.
Refrain: restrain or check.
Several: separate
Simple: free from guile; blameless.
Sincere: applied to things as well as persons ["sincere milk of the word." (1Pet 2:2)]
Space: applied to time, rather than area.
Suburbs: pastures, common land.
Target: a shield or buckler.
Nain: empty, worthless, foolish.
Worship: applied to human beings as well as to God

Doc notes: "The Bible Word Book," published by Thomas Nelson & Sons, has 827 words/phrases
which have changed meaning.
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