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'Presented at the workshens af the Fraternal Relations
' Committee of URANTIA Erotherhood, August 15, 1979
The atudy of world religions is full of surprises. Jusat

thinﬁluf translating spiritual concepts from one language to
annt;&ri In one West African language the werd ® joy™ means,
iiterally, “song in the body." In the lanzuage of the Sioux
Indians thers i5 no word for "damn"--or any other swear word.
To express "Be not afraid” in one tongue of Central Africa, we
would have to say, in effect, "Do not shiver in your liver."
The term "prophet"” amounts to "God's town crier." And the

Mexican Culcatee lanszuage puts the concept worship in a phrase

that means "waz one's tall bafore God. "t

I. Hinduilsm

There are three great strands of tradition in Hinduism--
primitive magzie, the philosophy of Brahmanism, and the Salem
gospel.

The deapast level of magic in Hinduism pertains to their
view of Sanscrit, the language in which their sacred bocks are
written. English is meaningful at the lavel of the single word;
Greek is meaningful at the level of each syllable; Sanacrit is
meaningful at the lavel of the phoneme--the individual sound.

If I say AUM, the A is the primal scund of creatlion, ind the M

is the sound of the dissolution of finite reality. The vibrations
of Sanscrit are supposed in orthodox Hinduism to be vibrations
that produce cosmic effects. Tharafora if one can combine
vibrations knowingly, one can "do magic." Mantras and chants

are nearly univarsal in Hinduisam.

1 Mario Pei, The Story of la , in the chapter, "Religion
and Language."



The zecond strand of Hindu tradition i3 the philosophy of
Brahamaniam. The Vedanta Soeciety is a good represantative of
this view. For the Brahmanist, the purpose of religion 1s

liberation « + » by knowledge of one's identity with Brahman,

the non-personal Absolute.

[t is very impeortant for us to realize that the philesophy
of Brahmanism is not merely built on speculation if by spesculation
we mean intellectualizing with no basis in experience. There is
a specific experience that gives rise to this philecsophy, an
experience that it is the job of speculation to interpret. This
experience 1s called transcendental consciousness by Maharishi
Mahesh Yogzi. No language can deseribe i1t, although it is
pointed to by the phrase "eternal bliss consciousnessa." It is
not the experience of any object. Thersfore no change is
phenomenaly therefore it is called eternal--outside time, It
may occur as a momentary surprise during meditation or remain
throughout the whole of one's waking, sleeping, and dreaming
life. Brahmanism says that this is the experience of Abaoclute
reality, and that to realize this as ome's true idantity is
galvation. That is the spaculation.

The Bhagavad Gita--"the New Testament of Hindulsm“--contains
some passages that prolong the philesophy of Brahmanism?,

This is the fixation that is Brahmanic . . . . Having
attained it he is not confused. Abiding in it even at

the time of death, he goes to Brahman-nirvana.
Chaptar 2.72

When he abandons desires . . . finding contsntment by
himself in the self alone, then he is ecalled of stabllized mind.
Chaptar 2.585

2 The translation and intarpretation by Pranklin Edgerton (Harvard
Univerasity Press) will aid the student of The URANTIA Book
to distinguish the strands of Hindu tradit P
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But the Gita also preserves fragments of the Melchizadek

gosp2l, Indeed, thls book iz to be interpreted as the incomplets

avercoming of EBrahmanlam by the teaching of devotion to the

personal God.

Thoge who constantly follow by teaching, such men, full
of faith . + « are freed from the effect of action.

Chapter 3.131
Even if you are the worst of sinners, you shall cross
over all evil by the boat of knowledge.

Chapter 4,736
The man unknowing and without faith, his soul full of
doubt, perishes, Not is this world, nor the next, nor

bliss, for him whose soul is full of doubt.
Chapter 4.40

Whoever reveres Ma with faith I heold to be the most unified.
Chapter 4.45

Now remark that the Glta offers a synthesis of the impersonal
phase of Deity reality and the personality of Deity! Krishna,
the divine revealer, speaks of

« « +« the beginningless Brahman, ruled by Me . . .
Chapter 13 9

For I am the foundation of Brahman, the immortal and
1mnerlshab1e, and of the atarnal right, and of absoclute bliass.
. Chapter 13.29
Kaxathaxxaexiptaraxafxaxmajerxaaxidxrakigion xrasagnize xw wtoxmxxx
kethxtheximpersematxkhsaiuiayxPaityxparsanatikyyxandxtha
supranaeyxefxthexparsenxicSadrx
To my knowledge, no other scripture of a major world religion
recognizes the existence of an imparsonal Abscluts and its subordinatiom
to Deity personality.
Before we decide, howaver, that the Indian subcontinent is %
popularly prepared for the Fifth Epochal Revelation, we would do {
well to pause over some facts of the present altultinn. (1) The ¥

class most Interested In religion in Indla today la the middle
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clase, and they are the most rigid and least interested in
relieious innovations. (2) The group in the U.S. most typieal
of Indian Hinduism is the Hare Krishma chanters. While thelr
philosophy of relizion is in many ways close to that of The
USANTIA Book, they are burdened with their own style of
fundamentaliam (consciousness of szroup superiority amd stringent
requirements on the way of living of converts). (3)Much
tenaion exists today between Hindus and Christians. Any day
now the Indian Parliament could pass the so-called Religious
Freedom 2ill of 197B. This bill has got the Christians wvery
worried. It would trememdously curtail missionary activity.
Thera is some histery of the suppression of the tiny Christian
minority by the Hindu majority (forget not the years of British
rule)--from discrimination in employment to vielence in th:ﬂtrﬂuta
at festival time. The Christians, famad for their huspitlis_and
soup kitchens, have sometimes required those seeking continued
material help to convert to Christiamity a=z a sondition of receiving
further aid. MNonchristians allage this practice as the main
provocation for the Religious Freedom Bill. (4) The Brahmo Somaj
movement, a truly Jesusonian religiom, begun inlthu nineteenth
century as a bridge between Christianity and Hinduian; ramains
small and de2s not appear to be growing.

There is very much spiritual seeking among Hindus, and, as
5ri Ramakrishna has written, "He finds who seeks him; he who

with intensze longing weeps for God has found God."3 Let us rejoice

3 The World Bible, Ballou, ed., p. 163.




in the powerful seeds of spiritual awakening from the Yedas,

Spirit! Confirmed in your friemdship
We hava no fear, 0 Lord of Might!

Rig-Veda I.11%

When Men of the Word, companions, worship,

In their hearts refining flashes of insight,
Then some become fully conscious of knowledge,
#hile others gzo away mouthing ampty words,

Hig-—rﬁrﬂ da I,50

All the friends rejoice for their Glorious Priemd
At the end of the journey, reaching fulfillment,
For he brings nourishment, and removes their guilt,
And he is prepared to act courageously.

Rig-V¥eda X.71

t Hymns from the Rig-Veda, Jean LeMée, translator,
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II. Buddhism

A5 I come to Asjia and Buddhisam I would insert a word about
China. #What will happen to religion in the Peoples Republic
of China?

On the one hand, soclologically speaking, Maoism is already
is realigion. Ninian Smart writes of Maoiam,

It has doctrines, namely Marxism as mediated by Mac; myth,
such as the stery of the Long March and the dialectie of
history; sthics, namely its Red puritanism and evaluation
of differant elements in human society; the rituals of
rallies and little red book-waving) experiences of
conversion and exaltation; and the institutions of party
and cadres. Further, the anarchist elemants in Maoc's
thought eche Taoist themes, and Mao's anti-Confucianiam
replaced the Confucian ethiec with a new mode of education.
Marxist eschatology draws gn gentiments earlier expresaad
in BEuddhist devotionalism.

Note, furthermore, that in the teachings of Marx, there are
two ways to destroy religion; ome is te persecute it to death,
the other is te let it die by attrition--simply restructura the
economy so that satisfactory human relationships are possible and
religicon will no longer be necessary. Sometimes the communists
use the approach of malavolent neglect.

A number of years ago, the Chinese religious groups, crumbling
under spiritual decay and inter-sect dissension, were obliged to
organize themselves for the purpose of reporting to the Party
leaders and for the purpose of giving the Party someome to blame
if trouble wera to arise. Religious movements have bsen at the
roeot of most Chinese revolutions. The Party wanted to control

them beatter, and so foreced them to organize. Tha nationalist
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sentiment of their leaders even moved them to provide funds for
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reconstructing historic tamples!

> "Understanding Religious Experience” in Mysticism ggg Phalusughinal
Analysis, Staven T. Katz, edﬁ{ﬂxfurd University as,




The more classical Buddhist traditien, popular in Southaast
Asia, 1= Theravada, literally, "the way of the elders." (The

other term denoting this group, "Hinayana" "the lesser vehicle” .

has pejorative connotations.) Theravada emphasizes that there

iz no enduring personality and that all existence--at least before

anlishtenment--involves suffering. It is too easy for Westerners

to misunderstand this teachinsg of dukka--suffering. The fact

of the impermanence of finite joys is dukka; pain and loneliness

and disease and daying are dukka; any feeling of being somehow

net quite right is dukkaj this manifests the nonsubstantiality

of pre-enliszhtened life. Theravadafcriptures typleally offer

a psychology of virtue, and here is a sample from the Dammapada:
It a man overcome anger by 1ave,.lat him overcome avil

by good, let him overcome the greedy by liberallty,
the liar by truth.

et

The most dymamic Buddhist sect in Japan today i=s Hlnhiraﬁ
Ehnahu, known more widely by the name of its politieal arm, Soka
Gakkai. Listen to the words of the 13th eentury teacher, Nichiren,
who has helped inspire this movement:

If you desire to attain Buddhahood immediately, lay dewn ;
the banner of pride, cast away the elub of resentment, and Foi
trust yourselves to the unlque Truth. . ... When you :
fall inteo an abyss and som2one has lowered a rops to pull
you out, should you hesitate to grasp the rope bacause

you doubt the power of the helper? Has not Buddha declared,
"I alonm am the protector and savior"? There i3 the power!
Iz it not tauzht that faith is the only entrance [to
zalvation] ? There is the ropa! . . . Our hearts ache

and our sleeves ara wet [with tears] until we mee face to
face the tender figure of the One, who mays to us,

"I am thy Father.™ At this thought our hearts beat, even

as when we bahold the brilliant clouds in the eveming sky
ar the pale moonlight of the fast-falling night. . . .
Should any season be passed without thinking of the B
compassionate promise, "Constantly I am thinkKing of you"? o
Should any month er day be spant without riﬂi?lng“&ha'tunuhing ;
that thera is none who cannot attain Buddhahdod?

6 Tha Buddhist Traditiom, Thecdeore Bary, ed., p«. 349
II‘II



Nichiren taught that the Lotus Sutra was THE scripture to
be relied on for salvation. Here i3 a passage from its chaptar
on tactfulnass;

“he Buddha addressed Sariputra: "The buddha-tathagzatas

teach only bodhisattvazs, WwWhatavar they do is always for

one purpose, that is, to take the Buddha-knowledge and
reveal it te all living beinzs, Sariputra! The Tathazata,
Oy means of the One Buddha-vehicle, preaches to all living
belnge the Law; there i3 no other vehicle, neither a

second nor a third. Sariputra! The laws of all the buddhas
in the universe alsc are like this, cariputra! The buddhas
in times past, by infinite numberless taetful ways and

with various reasoning and parabolic expressions, expounded
the laws for the sake of all living beings. All these

laws are for the One Buddha-vehicle, (so that) all thoge
living beinzs, who have heard the Law from the buddhasg,
might all finally obtain perfect knowledge,

[Euspicinus, crookad, and faithless in mind,j men such as
these can hardly be saved., For this reason, Sariputra,
I set up a tactful way for them, proclaiming the way to

end sufferings, revealimg it through nirvana. Though I
proclaim nirvana, yet it is not real extinetion, L

o ) g i

If any, (even) with distracted mind, enter a 8 tupa S:”iaﬁpln Zﬁﬁ-}
and cry but once Nama Buddha, they have attained the Buddhl-wny.?_:

>  Soka Cakkai is arising in the ruina of postwar secularism._
When Japan attacked the United States, it kmew it waa tackling

the greatest material powsr in the world, but it had confidemce
that the concentration of its supermaterial enargy would prevail.
Military defeat brought about a daprﬂﬂﬁiun of confidemce in the
proclamation of anything supar-materigl.

Soka Gakkal retains a materialistiec intereat in 1tg praying
and unlike other Buddhist sects (1) attracts large numbers of
young people, (2) goes forth aggressively in search of converts,
and (3) is exclusivistic and requires converts to cleans their
homes of any competing devotional object or practice.

A partial scociological explanation for their nunntiu'lu that

7 The Thres FPold Lotus Sutra, Bunmo, Kato, et al,, trans., (New

York, 1975), pf. 60,66, and A9, Tathagata=parfectead; Sariputra=
a great disciple; bodhisattvas pestpone heavenly attainment for
searvice ministry. a




they alone have responded to the social isolation of the masses
of Japanese who have migrated frem the rural areas to the clty.
Soka Gakkal has mimistered to this zroup in need.

Here ares two poems by a 10th century Japanese devotes of
Amida Buddha. The Amidists have wery much of the Salem gaspel,
and they continue in Japan today.

He never fails

to reach the Lotus Land of Bligs
Who ealls

If only once

The mame of Amida.

A Tar, far distant land
Is Paradise,

I've heard them say;

But it can be reached

By those who want to gﬂ.ﬁ

8 Kuya, in The Buddhist Tradition, Bary ed.
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ITII., I=lam

The word Islam connotes peace and denotes submission, mamely
to the will of Cod. This relicion welled up in the Arabian paninsula
in the 7th ecentury AD long before oil. Muslims are known for
their concept of holy war, for assigning inferior status to women
and permitting polyzamy, and for prohibiting perk and alecohol.
They are known for their mystica, the sufia, who absorb thamsalves
in identification with God and for their legalism, as im the pious
scholar who would not eat a watermelon because he could mot
determine from ascripture how the Prophet would have dome =o.
There never has been a tradition of separation betwsen mosgue and
state in Islam, and specific political commitments are mermal for
their religious leadars. ._ﬁ i:;s?{_ :ﬁ'%-
what we have not yst understood :hﬂﬁt this trlditin;;“hﬂiuvur.}ﬁ: 5

iz the meaning of Islamic monotheism (and most of what I say applies -

to Judaism as well). Ask a Muslim what he beliaves, and 9 times

— a 1} 5 I
B L =
=T __l_; ?Ing:-..l.-

out of 10 you will get this reply: "Thers is no God but Allah,
and Mohammed i1s his prophet." The alert student of The URANTIA
Book will recognize here the haritngu';f !ilehilhdﬂk'f'i;;;hing, i, :ﬁ:
and he will be delightad to discover that salvation im Islam is _ ;”
seen as the reward of faith--albeit a faith that is to be put into e
practice in some definite, suggested ways. What the alert student |
mizht not understand at firat is that the proeclamation of the

one God im intended to deny the divinlty of Chriat as much as it -
ls intended to deny avery obviocus and subtle form of polythelsm

and idelatry. e O S

y L

The Qur'an says that Allah has neither father mor mether,

]
e e it b Ly
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neither brother nor sister, neither son nor daughter. The original
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point of this is obvious when we consider the polytheistic
climate into which the prophet Mohammed burst long age. Por
Muzlims today, the point of inaisting on the unity of God is
that (1) Jod needs no helpers in ereation; (2) the universe is
not run by a committee but directed by a single will with a
unified purpose; (3) no being, imvisible or invisible, powerful
or lewly, can act indepemdemtly of Cod. I have yet to meat the
Muslim who can grasp that what I believe about Jesus is compatible
with the essential thrust of their teaching of the one God,
Muslims assume when they hear Christiams or near-Christians
speak of God as Father that one means the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is, therefore, difficult for a student af gur
book te avoid bringimg up the issus of thl nature of Jﬁ!m! 'ﬁhﬂn

speaking about the Father with lualilal but there ig hl‘pﬂ}!

the following story 1 T was inritld to dinner with athnr !uulina%ﬁﬁj_;
at the home of a student from Sdadi Arablia. At dinner hiu--ify. -n.fgiﬁ'
American convert to Islam, said to me, "“Don't inu think it nﬁaila :
the unity of God to think of him hlving a son?" Rufurriig-tu

her husband, I said, "Do you think the .H.l.i.t]’ of Bl.h.' il lp!ilid

if he has a son?* There was silence nll around the table, 1ud
no one made an objection.

Muslims think that Christians think that God quasi-physically Ak ,_
impregnated Mary. They insist that Allah is mot a Pather. Mary _;'
wa3s a virgin, they say, but she bacame pregnant merely by divine i
command. God says, "Es!" and a thing isa. ::

Jesus is portrayed as a prophet of Islam, Iﬂrl;llﬁti*ﬂ.lld :4: %é;
militant than we ses him. He did not die on the nr;is-;i plnilar ifj: =
looking man was substituted for him. Jesus was taken dlrlutlr . :'.ﬁgi

11



to heaven without passing through death. He will have a role
to play on the Last Day, the Day of Judzment. Jesua was God's
messenger to his gpecific time and places This is in contrast
to Menammed, whose prophethood is deelared to ba universally
valid for all time.

¥uslims have one more association with the word Father
applisd to Cod that I consider most important for us to understand.
Unce after a class 1m whieh I had occasion to speak of the Pather,
a student came up and asked, "what picture of God do you have
in your mind?" I tried to come up with a helpful answer, but
could only say, "I really don't have a picture in my mind at all.”
He said, "Oh, we were told that Westernars think of God like an
ald man with a beard, and whem you refarred to Allah IH II?%F?
I thought that's what you meant.” I sald, ®"When I na.ll Enli E ar ';:_41_--:
I mean to indicate God's sourceness, pg:;gﬂﬂlljy and L;jil;gj
He advised, "You should definitely explain that whea you uae s -

this word.® To him the word Father sounded anthropomorphic.

A AEE

Izslam teaches a God of justice te be feared and a God of :
mercy and compas=2ion to be loved. It *‘_tﬁl__.ﬂhﬁ_! 'I:ht 'h:ﬂ‘gl_:_a.rhugd : :
of man, but especially the brotherhood of followers of Islam. '
Salvation is for all who have faith in the teachings of a Holy
EBook such as the Torah or the Gospel.

Jr. All Shari'atl was the leader of a group-of Islamie liberals
in Iran before the revolution. Here is an excerpt from ena

of his lecturea On the Sociology of Islam: ?L

It is by means of his will that man attaims Superiority S
over all other creatures in the world. He- ;i* -g;llL =
baing able to act countsr to his own instine: nnt ’
somathing mo amimal eor plant can de. For e n...nu

12



For Islam to survive as a major world religien, it must evolve
a liberal option. The religion has been retained imtaet from
the times of the soeial structure and culture eof 7th century
Arabia., It cammot remain that way forever., If it shows nothing
but the door to diassenters, then it will foundar gﬁiiéﬁéggég;.

of 20th and 218t century international reality. ﬂ-ﬁﬁiﬁfﬁiﬁ?;:

will never encounter an animal voluntarily emgaging in
a two-day fast, or a plant commlitting suicide out of
grief. Plants and animals can neither render great
services nor commit treachery. It is not possible _
for them %o act in a way different from that in which thay
have been creatad, t 15 only man who can rebel against
the way in which he was created, who can dafy even his=
spiritual or bodily needs, and act azainst the dictates
of zoodness and virtue, He can act either in accordance
with his intelligence or in opposition to it., He is
free to be good or to be evil, to resemble mud or to
resemble God. Will is, then, the zreatast property of
man, and the affinity between God and man is apparemt
from this fact.
For it is God Who inhales intc man some of His own
Spirit and makes of him the bearer of His Trust, and man
is not merely the viceregent of GCod upon earth but also
Hig relative--if the expression be permitted. The
spirits of God amd man both possesz an excellence
deriving from the possession of will. God, the only
entity and being possessing an abselute will and
capable of doing whatever it wishes, even in contradiction
to the laws of the universe, inhales some of His spirit
in man. Man can act like Geod, but oanly to a certain
degree; ne can act against the laws of his physielegieal T
constitution only to the extent permitted b hig similarity -~
to God. This is thas aspeet hqldﬂiﬁ'ﬁﬁhHQIT{i;!ﬂﬁﬁiﬂ A e

»
Ed
-t

i comm d
the cause of their affinity--free will, the freedom Tor
man to bs good or evil, to obey er rebel, o

The following ecomelusions cam be drawn with regard to
the philosophy of the creation of man in Islam;
All men are mot simply equaly they are brothers,
The differsmce between equality and brotharhood is quite
clear. Eguality is a legal concept, while brotherhood
rroclaims the uniform natures and disposition ef all man ;
all men originate from a single source, whatsver thelir color.
Secondly, man and woman are egual. Comirary te all &
the philosophies of the ancient world, man snd woman wers e
created out of the sama substance amnd materiaml at the same ~
time and by the same Creator. They share the same lineage,
and are brothers and sisters to ;1nh other, deseended
from the same mother and father.
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9 Published at the Mizan Press, P.0. Box 4065, Barkeley, CA 94704
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already beginnimeg to hit hard. Mamy Muelims who enjoy a zlass

of wine and who no longer pray five times a day are ceasing to
rezard themselves as Muslima. The sudden wealth and interaction
with the West fostar apostasy in many, and a defensive conservativa
reaction in many meore. The augmenied power of the Islamiec peoples
has revived their ambitien tc conguer the werld. Thay have been
making converts among every race, especially in Africa. They

have four great advantages as they compete with Christianity

today: (1) they have an excellent record on race. The Qur'anm
recognizes the equality of all peoples of whataver color; one

of Mohammed's wives was black. (2) They are not assceciated with
Wastern elvilization, which they regard as corrupt and dyimg,
reaping the harvest of political amd economic grlnd.iijij !huir _:Ef:%?
teaching about God and Jesus is sasy t- uudarttnnd.- {Hl-ihn; I

are doing the most vivid, powsrful, glear preaching nI tl& una

God on the face of the sarth today.

I would not guess whether the nngilu of progress are fostering ”;i;
the evelution of a libaral phase of Ialn:, but if they are, I
think the program will inelude these ptinrltltu; (1) !ggzgﬁglgp ,;?;;; Eb
of the Father cemeept, (2) Lar_gﬁmmmﬂmwm puts
Q rom ) sparation of reli ' .
from politi¢s, since the real truth of Islam tramscends mational
and internatiomal partisan struggle, and (4) a medified regard

for the Qur'am analogous to the regard for the Bible iuung o
liberal Christians.
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Let us refresh our semse of brotherhood with- linﬁlrﬂ'ﬂhﬂlinu SEREA

e

with smome quotations from the Qur'an: o +Fﬁi?'55{: 'ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ

s e
Give glory to Allah morning and avening. Praise BI tu R
him in the heavens and the earth, at twilight and at noon.
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#& created man. We know the promptings of his soul.
A2 are closer to him than the vein of his neck,

A5 for him that desires the life to come and strives
for it with all his soul, his endeavors shall be rewardsd
h_'_.l" Allah.,

:nxthlxnlntxnixniiuhxxth:x:nnp:l:i.n:it:x:klxllxliznig
Pralss be %o Allah, Lord of the Creation, the
Compassionate, the Merciful, King of the Last Judgment!
Tou alone we worship, and to You alona we pray for help,
Guide ug to the straizht path, the path of those whem You
have favoured, not of those who have incurred Your wrath,
nor of those who have zone astray.

Have we not zivem him two eyes, a tongue, and two lips

and shown him the two paths? Yet he would not scale

the Height, Would that you knew what the Height is!

It ia the freeing of a bondaman; the feeding, in the day

of a famine, of an orphaned relation or a needy man in i
distress; to have faith and to enjoin fortitude amd mercy.

Foaen e Y

10 The Koranm, N.J. Dawood, trans., (Penguin editiom). ‘Por a
somewhat stilted translation but full of interpretative
aids, see The Gbrious Qur'an, translation anmd commentary
by A. Yusuf Ali, The Suras quoted above arem--in their
traditional numberimg (altersd oy Dawood)--Suras 30, 50,
17, 1 (the prayer repeatad five times daily), and 90.
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