THE JOURNEY OF SEVEN FATHERS

[t is intended that mortals who start out from an inhabited world have the experience of
recognizing seven fathers;

1. The biologic father—the father in the flesh.

2. The father of the realm—the Planetary Adam,

3. The father of the spheres—the System Sovereign.

4. The Most High Father—the Constellation Father.

5. The universe Father—the Creator Son and supreme ruler of the local creations.
6. The super-Fathers—the Ancients of Days who govern the superuniverse.

7. The spirit or Havona Father—the Universal Father, who dwells on Paradise and
bestows his spirit 1o live and work in the mind

of the lowly creatures wha inhabit the universe of universes.

AHE FIRST FATHER — THE BIOLOGIC FATHER

Family life is the progenitor of true morality, the ancestor of the consciousness of loyalty
to duty. The enforced assoeiations of family life stabilize personality and stimulate its
growth through the compulsion of necessitous adjustment to other and diverse
personalities, But even more, a true family—a good familv—reveals to the parental
proereators the attitude of the Creator to his children, while at the same time such true
parenis portray to their children the first of a long series of ascending disclosures of the
love of the Paradise parent of all universe children, Family life is the progenitor of true
morality, the ancestor of the consciousness of loyalty to duty. The enforced associations of
family life stabilize personality and stimulate its growth through the compulsion af
necessitous adjustment to other and diverse personalities. But even more, a true familv—a
goad familyv—reveals to the parental procreators the attitude of the Creator to his children,
while at the same time such true parents portray to their children the first of a long series
of ascending disclosures of the love of the Paradise parent of all universe children.

Jesus on family:

In the course of this day's visiting with John Mark, Jesus spent considerable time
comparing their early childhood and later boyhood experiences, Althou gh John's
parents passessed more of this world®s goods than had Jesus® parents, there was
much experience in their boyhood which was very similar. Jesus said many things
which helped John better to understand his parents and other members of his
family, When the lad asked the Master how he could know that he would turn out
to be a “mighty messenger of the kingdom,” Jesus said:

“I know you will prove loyal to the gospel of the kingdom because I can depend upon your
present faith and love when these qualities are grounded upon such an early training as has
been your portion at home. You are the product of 2 home where the parents bear cach
ather a sincere affection, and therefore you have not been overloved so as injuriously to
exalt your concept of self-importance. Neither has your personality suffered distortion in
consequence of vour parents” loveless maneuvering for your confidence and lovalty, the




one against the other. You have enjoved that parental love which insures laudable self-
confidence and which fosters normal feelings of security

But you have also been fortunate in that your porents possessed wisdom as well as love:
and it was wisdom which led them to withhold most forms of indulgence and many
luxurics which wealth can buy while they sent you to the synagogue school along with
your neighborhood playfellows, and they also encouraged you to learn how to live in this
world by permitting you to have original experience. You came over 1o the Jordan, where
we preached and John's disciples baptized, with your young friend Amos. Both of you
desired 1o go with us. When vou returned to Jerusalem, your parents consented: Amos’s
parents refused; they loved their son so much that they denied him the blessed experience
which you have had, even such as you this day enjoy, By running away from home, Amos
could have joined us, but in so doing he would have wounded love and saerificed layalty.
Even il such a course had been wise, it would have been a terrible price to pay for
expericnce, independence, and liberty, Wise parents, such as yours, see to it that their
children do not have to wound love or stifle loyalty in order to develop independence and
enjoy invigorating liberty when they have grown up to your age,

“Love, John, is the supreme reality of the universe when bestowead by all-wise beings, but
it is a dangerous and oftentimes semiselfish trait as it is manifested in the experience of
mertal parents. When you get married and have children of vour own to rear, make sure
that your lave is admonished by wisdom and guided by intelligence.

“Your young friend Amos believes this gospel of the kingdom just as much as vou, but 1
cannot fully depend upon him; [ am not certain about what he will do in the vears to come.
His early home life was not such as would produce a wholly dependable person. Amos is
too much like one of the apostles who failed to enjoy a normal, loving, and wise home
training. Your whole afterlife will be more happy and dependable because vou spent your
first eight years in a normal and well-regulated home. You possess a strong and well-knit
character because you grew up in a home where love prevailed and wisdom reigned. Such
@ childhood training produces a tvpe of loyalty which assures me that you will go through
with the course vou have begun.”

For more than an hour Jesus and John continued this discussion of home life, The Master
went on o explain 1o John how a child is wholly dependent on his parents and the
associated home life for all his early concepts of evervihing intellectual, social, moral, and
even spiritual since the family represents to the young child all that he ean first know of
either human or divine relationships. The child must derive his first impressions of the
universe from the mother's carc; he is wholly dependent on the earthly father for his first
ideas of the heavenly Father. The child’s subsequent life is made happy or unhappy, easy
or difficult, in accordance with his early mental and emational life, conditioned by these
social and spiritual relationships of the home. A human being’s entire afierlife is
enormously influenced by what happens during the first few years of existence.

It is our sincere belief that the gospel of Jesus' teaching, founded as it is on the father-child
relationship, can hardly enjoy a werld-wide acceptance until such a time as the home life
of the medern civilized peoples embraces more of love and more of wisdom,
Notwithstanding that parents of the twentieth century possess great knowledge and
increased truth for improving the home and ennobling the home life, it remains a fact that




very few modern homes are such good places in which to nurture boys and girls as Jesus®
home in Galilee and John Mark's home in Judea, albeit the acceptance of Jesus' gospel

will result in the immediate improvement of home life. The love life of a wise home and the
loyal devotion of true religion exert a profound reciprocal influence upon each other. Such
a home life enhances religion, and genuine religion always glorifies the home.

It is true that many of the objectionable stunting influences and other cramping
features of these olden Jewish homes have been virtually eliminated from many of
the better-regulated modern homes. There is, indeed, more spontancous freedom
and far more personal liberty, but this liberty is not restrained by love, motivated
by loyalty, nor directed by the intelligent discipline of wisdom. As long as we teach
the child to pray, “Our Father who is in heaven,” a tremendous responsibility rests
upoen all earthly fathers so to live and order their homes that the word farher
becomes worthily enshrined in the minds and hearts of all growing children.

THE SECOND FATHER — THE PLANETARY ADAM

The Planctary Adam and Eve of Urantia were members of the senior corps of Material

Sons on Jerusem, being jointly number 14,311, They belonged to the third physical series
and were a little more than eight feet in height.

At the time Adam was chosen to come to Urantia, he was employed, with his
mate, in the trial-and-testing physical laboratories of Jerusem. For more than
filieen thousand vears they had been directors of the division of experimental
energy as applied to the modification of living forms. Long before this they had
been teachers in the citizenship schools for new arrivals on Jerusem. And all this

should be borne in mind in connection with the narration of their subsequent
conduct on Urantia.

When the proclamation was issued calling for volunteers for the mission of Adamic
adventure on Urantia, the entire senior corps of Material Sons and Daughters
volunteered. The Melchizedek examiners, with the approval of Lanaforge and the
Most Highs of Edentia, finally selected the Adam and Eve who subsequently came
to function as the biologic uplifters of Urantia

Adam endeavored to teach the races sex equality. The way Eve worked by the side
of her husband made a profound impression upon all dwellers in the Garden. Adam
definitely taught them that the woman, equally with the man, contributes those life
factors which unite to form a new being. Theretofore, mankind had presumed that
all procreation resided in the “loins of the father.” They had looked upon the
mother as being merely a provision for nurturing the unborn and nursing the
newhorn,

The consequences of the follies of misguided parents are so often shared by their
innocent children. The upright and noble sons and daughters of Adam and Eve
were overwhelmed by the inexplicable sorrow of the unbelievable tragedy which




had been so suddenly and so ruthlessly thrust upon them, Mot in fifty years did the
older of these children recover from the sorrow and sadness of those tragic days,
especially the terror of that period of thirty davs during which their father was
absent from home while their distracted mother was in complete ignorance of his
whereabouts or fate,

At the center of the seven angelic residential circles on Jerusem is located the headgquarters
of the Urantia advisory council, the four and twenty counselors. Jobin the Revelator called
themn the four and twenty elders: “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats,
and upon the seats | saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment.” The
throne in the center of this group is the judgment seat of the presiding archangel, the throne
of the resurrection roll call of merey and justice for &l Satania. This judgment scat has
always been on Jerusem, but the twenty-four surrounding scats were placed in position no
more than nineleen hundred years ago, soon after Christ Michael was elevated to the full
sovereigniy of Nebadon. These four and twenty counselors are his personal agents on
Jerusem, and they have authority to represent the Master Son in all matters concerning the
roll calls of Satania and in many other phases of the scheme of mortal ascension on the
isolated worlds of the system. They are the designated agents for executing the special
requests of Gabriel and the unusual mandates of Michael.

Y. Adam, the discredited but rehabilitated planetary father of Urantia, 2 Material Son of
God who was relegated to the likeness of mortal flesh, but who survived and was
subsequently elevated 1o this position by the decree of Michael.

10. Eve, the mother of the violet race of Urantia, who suffered the penalty of default with

her mate and was also rehabilitated with him and assipned to serve with this group of
mortal survivors,

THE THIRD FATHER - THE SYSTEM SOVEREIGN

The chief executive of a local system of inhabited worlds is a primary Lanonandek Son,
the System Sovereign. In our local universe these sovereigns are intrusted with large
executive responsibilities, unusual personal prerogatives. Not all universes, even in
Orvonten, are so organized as to permit the System soverelgns to exercise such unusually
wide powers of personal discretion in the direction of system affairs, But in all the history
of Nebadon these untrammeled executives have exhibited disloyalty only three times. The
Lueifer rebellion in the system of Satania was the last and the most widespread of all.

In Satania, even after this disastrous upheaval, absolutely no changes have been
made in the technique of system administration. The present System Sovereign
possesses all the power and exereises all the authority that were invested in his
unworthy predecessor except for certain matters now under the supervision of the
Constellation Fathers which the Ancients of Days have not yet fully restored to
Lanaforge, the successor of Lucifer.

The present head of Satania is a gracious and brilliant ruler, and he is a rebellion-
tested sovereign, When serving as an assistant System sovereign, Lanaforge was
faithful to Michael in an earlier upheaval in the universe of Nebadon, This mighty




and brilliant Lord of Satania is a tried and tested administrator. At the time of the
second system rebellion in Nebadon, when the System Sovereign stumbled and fell
into darkness, Lanaforge, the first assistant to the erring chief, seized the reins of
government and so conducted the affairs of the system that comparatively few
personalities were lost either on the headquarters worlds or on the inhabited
planets of that unfortunate system. Lanaforge bears the distinction of being the
only primary Lanonandek Son in all Nebadon who thus functioned loyally in the
service of Michael and in the very presence of the default of his brother of superior
authority and antecedent rank. Lanaforge will probably not be removed from
Jerusem until all the results of the former folly have been overcome and the
products of rebellion removed from Satania.

While all the afTairs of the isolated worlds of Satania have not been returned to his
Junsdiction, Lanaforge discloses great interest in their welfare, and he is a frequent
visitor on Urantia. As in other and normal systems, the Sovereign presides over the
system council of world rulers, the Planetary Princes and the resident governors
general of the isolated worlds. This planetary council assembles from time 1o time
on the headquarters of the system—"When the Sons of God come together.”

Unce a week, every ten days on Jerusem, the Sovereipn holds a conclave with
some one group of the various orders of personalities domiciled on the
headquarters world, These are the charmingly informal hours of Jerusem, and they
are never-to-be-forgotten occasions. On Jerusem there exists the utmost fraternity
between all the various orders of beings and between each of these groups and the
Systemn Sovereign,

These unique assemblapes oceur on the sea of glass, the great gathering field of the svstem
capital. They are purely sceial and spiritual occasions; nothing pertzining to the planetary
administration or even to the ascendant plan is ever discussed. Ascending mortals come
together at these times merely to enjoy themselves and to meet their fellow Jerusemites.
Those groups which are not being entertained by the Sovereign at these weekly relaxations
meet at their own headquarters.

THE FOURTH FATHER — THE CONSTELLATION FATHER

Urantia is commonly referred to as 606 of Satania in Norlatiadek of Nebadon,
meaning the six hundred sixth inhabited world in the local system of Satania,
situated in the constellation of Norlatiadek, one of the one hundred constellations
of the local universe of Nebadon. Constellations being the primary divisions of a
local universe, their rulers link the local systems of inhabited worlds to the central
administration of the local universe on Salvington and by reflectivity to the
superadministration of the Ancients of Dayvs on Uversa.

The rulers of the constellations are of the Vorondadek order of local universe
sonship, When commissioned to active duty in the universe as constellation rulers
or otherwisg, these Sons are known as the Most Highs since they embody the




highest administrative wisdom, coupled with the most farseeing and intelligent
loyalty, of all the orders of the Lacal Universe Sons of God. Their personal
integrity and their group loyalty have never been questioned: no disaffection of the
Vorondadek Sons has ever oceurred in Nebadon.

At least three Vorondadek Sons are commissioned by Gabriel as the Most Highs of each of
the Nebadon constellations. The presiding member of this trio is known as the
Cownstellation Father and his two associates as the sewior Most High and the junior Most
High. A Constellation Father reigns for ten thousand standard years (about 50,000 Urantiz
years), having previously served as junior associate and as senior associate for equal
periods.

The most holy mount is exquisitely beautiful and marvelously appointed, hut the actual
residence of the Paradise Son is modest in comparison with the central abode of the Most
Highs and the surrounding seventy structures comprising the residential unit of the
Vaorondadek Sons,

THE FIFTH FATHER — THE UNIVERSE FATHER

At the head of all personality in Mebadon stands the Creator and Master Son,
Michael, the universe father and sovereign. Co-ordinate in divinity and
complemental in creative attributes is the local universe Mother Spirit, the Divine
Minister of Salvington. And these creators are in a very literal sense the Father-
son and the Spirit-Mother of all the native creatures of Nebadon,

Our Creator Son is the personification of the 611,121 original concept of infinite
identity of simultaneous origin in the Universal Father and the Eternal Son. The
Michael of Nebadon is the “only-begotten Son” personalizing this 611,121
universal concept of divinity and infinity. His headquarters is in the threefold
mansion of light on Salvington. And this dwelling is so ordered becavse Michagl
has experienced the living of all three phases of intelligent creature existence:
spiritual, morontial, and material. Because of the name associated with his seventh
and final bestowal on Urantia, he is sometimes spoken of as Christ Michael,

Our Creator Son is not the Eternal Som. the existential Paradise associate of the
Universal Father and the Infinite Spirit. Michael of Nebadon is not a member of the
Paradise Trinity. Nevertheless our Master Son possesses in his realm all of the
divine attributes and powers that the Eternal Son himself would manifest were he
actually to be present on Salvington and functioning in Nebadon, Michael
Possesses even additional power and authority, for he not only personifies the
Eternal Son but also fully represents and actually embodies the personality
presence of the Universal Father to and in this local universe, He even represents
the Father-Son. These relationships constitute a Creator Son the most powerful,
versatile, and influential of all divine beings who are capable of direct
administration 0f evolutionary universes and of personality contact with immature
creature beings,




The Paradise Creator Sons serve not only as Sons in their descending ministrations
of service and bestowal, but when they have completed their bestowal careers,
each functions as a universe Father in his own creation, while the other Sons of
God continue the service of bestowal and spiritual uplifting designed to win the
planets, one by one, to the willing recognition of the Joving rule of the Universal
Father, culminating in creature consecration to the will of the Paradise Father and
in planetary loyalty to the universe sovereignty of his Creator Son.

The Paradise Sons of the primary order are the designers, creators, builders, and
administrators of their respective domains, the local universes of time and space,
the basic creative units of the seven evolutionary superuniverses. A Creator Son is
permitted to choose the space site of his future cosmic activity, but before he may
begin even the physical organization of his universe, he must spend 2 long period
of observation devoted to the study of the efforts of his older brothers in various
creations located in the superuniverse of his projecied action. And prior to all this,
the Michael Son will have completed his long and unigue experience of Paradise
observation and Havona training.

THE SIXTH FATHER — THE ANCIENTS OF DAYS

Early in the materialization of the universal creation the sevenfold scheme of the
superuniverse organization and government was formulated. The first post-Havona
creation was divided into seven stupendous segments, and the headquarters worlds
of these superuniverse governments were designed and constructed. The present
scheme of administration has existed from near eternity, and the rulers of these
seven superuniverses are rightly called Ancients of Days.

The Ancients of Days are all basically identical; they disclose the combined
character and unified nature of the Trinity. They possess individuality and are in
personality diverse, but they do not differ from each other as do the Seven Master
Spirits. They provide the uniform directorship of the otherwise differing seven
superuniverses, each of which is a distinct, segregated, and unique creation, The
Seven Master Spirits are unlike in nature and attributes, but the Ancients of Days,

the personal rulers of the superuniverses, are all uniform and superperfect offspring
of the Paradise Trinity.

The personal abodes of each trio of the Ancients of Days are located at the point of
spiritual polarity on their headquarters sphere. Such a sphere is divided into seventy

administrative sectors and has seventy divisional eapitals in which the Ancients of Davs
reside from time to time,

Aside from the Deeities and their Paradise associates, the Ancients of Days are the most
perfect, most versatile, and the most divinely endowed rulers in all time-space existence,
Apparently they are the supreme rulers of the superuniverses; hut they have not
experientially earned this right to rule and are therefore destined sometime to be




superseided by the Supreme Being, an experiential sovereign, whose viceperents they will
undoubtedly become.

With such personal records of fidelity and devaotion, these ascending mortals pass on
through Havona with the stream of the pilgrims of time, attain Paradise, graduate
therefrom, and are mustered into the Corps of the Finality. Thereupon they are trinitized in
the secret embrace of the Paradise Trinity and subsequently are commissioned to become
associated with the Ancients of Days in the administration of the povernments of the seven
SUPErLNivVErses,

All ascenders arriving on the training worlds of the superuniverses become the
wirds of the Ancients of Days; they have traversed the morontia life of the local
universe and are now accredited spirits. As young spirits they begin the ascension
of the superuniverse system of training and culture, extending from the receiving
spheres of their minor sector in through the study worlds of the ten major sectors
and on to the higher cultural spheres of the superuniverse headquarters.

THE SEVENTH FATHER — THE UUNIVERSAL FATHER

Matter—energy—for they are but diverse manifestations of the same cosmic
reality, as a universe phenomenon is inherent in the Universal Father, “In him all
things consist.” Matter may appear to manifest inherent energy and to exhibit self-
contained powers, but the lines of gravity involved in the energies concerned in all
these physical phenomena are derived from. and are dependent on, Paradize. The
ultimaton, the first measurable form of energy, has Paradise as its nuclevs.

It is wrong to think of God as being coaxed into loving his children because of the
sacrifices of his Sons or the intercession of his subordinate creatures, “for the Father
himself loves you.™ [t is in response to this paternal affection that God sends the marvelous
Adjusters 10 indwell the minds of men. God’s love is universal; “whosoever will may
come.” He would “have all men be saved by coming into the knowledge of the truth.” He is
“not willing that any should perish,”

I find it easy and pleasant to worship one who is so great and at the same time so
affectionately devoted to the uplifting ministry of his lowly creatures. I naturally
love one who is so powerful in creation and in the control thereof, and yet who 1s
s0 perfect in goodness and so faithful in the loving-kindness which constantly
avershadows us. I think I would love God just as much if he were not so great and
powerfiil, as long as he is so pood and merciful. We all love the Father more
because of his nature than in recognition of his amazing attributes.

From the heights of eternal glory the divine Spirit descends, by a long series of
sleps, to meet you as you are and where you are and then, in the partnership of
faith, lovingly to embrace the soul of mortal origin and to embark on the sure and
certain retracement of those steps of condescension, never stopping until the




evolutionary soul is safely exalted to the very heights of bliss from which the divine
Spirit originally sallied forth on this mission of mercy and ministry,

If an allectionate father of a Jarge family chooses 1o show mercy to one of his
children guilty of grievous wrongdoing, it may well be that the extension of mercy
to this misbehaving child will work a temporary hardship upon all the other and
well-behaved children. Such eventualities are inevitable; such a risk is inseparable
Irom the reality situation of having a loving parent and of being a member of a
family group. Each member of a family profits by the righteous conduct of every
other member; likewise must each member suffer the immediate time-
consequences of the misconduct of every other member. Families, groups, nations,
races, worlds, systems, constellations, and universes are relationships of
association which possess individuality; and therefore does every member of any
such group, large or small, reap the benefits and suffer the consequences of the
rightdoing and the wrongdoing of all other members of the group concerned.




