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ABOUT THE URANTIA BOOK

Wihar is the Urantia Book?

The Urantia Book is a revelation given to the peoples of our
planer, Urantia. [t instruets us on God, angels, life after death,
the structure of the universe and its divinely planned development,
the origin and history of our planet, the life and reachings of
Jesus, and our cternal destiny as perfected citizens of a friendly
universe. It provides an enlightening picture of reality in which
science, religion, and philasophy are unified.

Who swrote the Urantia Book?

It is held by believers in the Urantia revelation that the aushors
are a eorps of celestial beings who were authorized 1o reveal this
informarion to us. Because such higher beings do nor ardinarily
cammunicaze directly with human heings, a fivorably constituted
human econduit—known a5 “the conract personaling"—was used,

How did the Urantia Book come into existence?

Na person alive today knows exactly how the Urantia teachings
were transmitted to us. The human beings who were maost
intimarely involved with their receprion—six people known as
“the contact commission”—have all passed on to the mansjon
worlds and have taken their secrets with them, We are left with
some facts, some myths, much conjecture, anda 2,097-page hool
comprising 196 papers of incomparable beauty, scope and spirinual

PD’W‘C!’.

How do we knsw the Uransia Book i true?

There is no way to prove seientifically that the cosmic and spiritual
eeachings of the Urantia Book are true. Each seeker m ust discover
the truth of the teachings deep within his or her soul.

HISTORY OF THE URANTIA BOOK

The follawing hiscorical outline has been widely aceepred by
believers in the Urantia Book, though the lack of firsthand
documentation makes it impossible to verify ity accunacy

Early in the twenticth century, in Chicago, a man in his sleep
began to transmit communications from benevolent ecelestial
personalities. The man became a patient of Dr. William 5. Sadler,
# well-kenown psychiacrist and author. The scope of knowledge and
depth of wisdom of the communications were so far beyond the
ken of this man, that the docror, 2 nated debunker of spiritualism,
was foreed to take the case seriously.

Dre. Sadler, his wife Lena, their son Bill, cheir adopted daughter
Emma (Christy) Christensen, Lena's sister Anna Kellogg and her
husband Wilfred Kellogg, became the eustodians of the manuscripes
and were known as “the contact commission, ” The man transmitting
the informarion was known as “the contace persanality” or “the
sleeping subject.”

From his wide eircle of patients and acquaintances, Dr. Sadler
mvited a number of individuals to arend weekly meerings ar his
residence ar 533 Diversey Packway, Chicago. The members of this
group, called the Forum, signed a pledge not to rell non-Forumires
about their involvement with the unfolding revelation, They studied
and discussed the reachings as they were being revealed, and were
encouraged to ask questions regarding the marterial, The content of
the Urantia Papers would sometimes be madified by the revelarors
in response to these questions, In 1955 the completed series of
papers was published as The Uraneia Book,

Many revelations have been given o our world, but the Urantia
Book claims to be a revelation of epochal significance, the first of
its kind since the days when our Creator San, Michael, as Jesus of
Mazareth, came o reveal the loving narure of God.
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Part I

Forum Days

CLYDE BEDELL: How can a man or woman be so fortunate as to
become intimarely assaciared with an epochal revelstion—as every reader-
believer ofthis generacion is?

My story begins in Chicago in 1921, when [ was 23. | was working ar
the Walter Hoops Advertising Agency. My best friend there was Lister
Alwood, moch My Senior, and nEificrl writer and poet. While at HI:IUPS
1 also met a lovely creature who joined the company after [ did. [ asked
hee for a date, she tald me “soon,” and 1 gave her a rain check. Bur before
the rain check could be henored, [ left Hoops ta join an agency in San
Francisen.

After two years on the coast, | received a wire from Alwood urging
me to apply for an $8000-per-year job he had applied for unsuccesstully.
(I was making only $400 1 month, and $8000 was a mint of money at
thar time?) [ agreed to rerurn to Chicago for 3 persanal interview: When
I tald my hoss of my dilemma that good man said, *Go ger it if you can,
and God bless you. 1f you don't ger it, come back and go 1o work and
forget about it.” T gor the job.

The first evening back in Chicago | had dinner ar Alwaood's home.
He asked ifT would like to artend with him, an the following Sunday, a
meeting ar the home of 2 famous psychiarrisc—a Dr. William Sadler, a
great speaker and teacher. Perhaps there would be some reading, but
interesting discussion and conversation for sure, [ accepted. Before Sunday
came, [ had a dare with the "Hoops lovely,” making the rain check Eﬂ'ﬂd-
We had not corresponded, but [ had carefully kepr the :dfir*:ﬂ. .

The fist Sunday | was back in Chicago—the last Sundayin Scpt:mhﬂ‘s
1924—1I ateended my first Sadler Forum meeting. Afrerwards 1 “k"’d
the doctor if T could bring a young woman the next time. He consented.

|



