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This topic irdicates two areas for discussion by cur study group:

(1) Unity and its importance 5o our group —- the teamvork esaentinl
for group activities (2) T fact that we nesd no$ have uniformity in
any way in order to enjoy unity.

Harmony end teamwordk are essentisl in our study group activities just
&8 In any group worlk, but think of the added significence to those of
ug who have read fhe enlarged story of teamwork and itas meaning through
universe ages to come. Consider this gquotation written by o Mighty
regsenger, "Cne of the mosh important leesons to be learned during the
moriel career ig teamWori," 312:2

Hare in our atudy ET0up we can practice to improve this art of teamworlk
and ol worlding fogether harmoniously knowirg these abilities mist be
uged ernd imoroved upon far beyond this mortal existerca. "Of all the
rrobleme in the uvniverse reguiring an exercise of the consummate wig-
dom of experisnce and adaptability, none are morae important than those
arising cut of the relsticnships snd ssscciations of intelligent baings.
Whether in human associntions of commercs and trade, friendship and
marriage, or in the lizi=sona of the engelic hosts, there ocontimae to
arise petiy fricticns, mincr misunderstandings * o 4.0l -isl gier to en-
gage the attontion of eoneiliptors but sufTiciently irritating and dia-
turbing to mar the smooth worlking of the univarse if thay were alleowed
to miltiply and continue. Therefors, do the Perfectors of Wisdam meke
available the wise experience of their order az the 'sil of Teconcilia-
tion! for en entire supervniverse." 311:6

Ian't this a comfortins thought as we ere each continually working to
promote hermony and to develop good working relations, not only in our
homea and places of occupation but in our sccial lives and in this
gtudy groun? ITan't it pleasant to contammplete that the sngele them-
selves are devoted to this task of fostaring and promoting teemwork?
Al2r2

"The stherea of perfecticn are manned by those who have mastered this
art of working with other beings, Few are the dutiss in the vniversa
for the lone gervant, The higher you ascend, the mors lonely you be-
come when temporardly without the mssocciation of your fellows," 312:2

Many guideposts point the way %o help ua in this work of developing
teamwork or unitr in a rzligicua group, Listen fo the words of a
Helohizedek of W.tadon: '"While religion is axclusivelyr a personal
spiritual experience -- knewing God as a Father -- the corollary of
this experience -- knowing man as a brother —- entails the adjustment
of the self to other eelves, and that involves the social or group
afpact of raligious 1ife." 1090:10. "Religion iz first an inner or
personel adjustment and then it becomes a matter of soceial gervica

or group adjustment.... What hepzens to these religious groups depends
very much on intelligent leadership." 1090:10

How Zortunate we are in this group to have an able leader who is con-
tinually working in this area of maintaining harmonicus relationships)
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fgain va heer of the igrortance of leadership when Jesus was giving the
“Farewsll Fersonal Admoniticns to His Apeostlee". In spesking to Andrew
who had alweys acted as the leader of the apostles he said: "In my uni-
verse and in my Father's universe of univerases, our brethren-sona are
deslt with as individumls in all their spiritusl relations, but in all
g=oup relationshipe we unfailingly provide for definite leadership,

Cur kingdom is a reslm of order and where twe or more will creatures aoct
in co-operation, there is slways provided the authority of leadership.”
1359:1

In further advieping Andrew, Jesus ssid: "If your brethren desire to
retain you &s their counselor, I dirget thet you should, in sll matters
temporal and apirditual, do your utmost to promote peace and harmeny among
the various groups of sincere gospel believers." 1959:3

Thie repeated appeal to premote harmony and loyel fellewship ia often
given throughout the Papers. It appears thet spiritual development is
predicated on several factors among which, one of the main ones is:
"yielding the ministry to one's fellows of that which has been received
from ene's spiritual benefactors.? 1095:6

dgain we read: "Habits which favor religious growth embrace ocultivated
sonaitivity to diwvine walues . . . sharing one's spiritual 1ifs with
one's fellows, avoidance of selfishness." 1095:4

This same idea is brought out by Jesus to his young student when he
sald: "(Ganid, no men is a stranger to one who knows God. In the ex-
parience of finding the Father in heaven you diacover that all men are
your brothers, and dees it seem strange that one should anjoy the ax-
hileration of meeting a newly discovered brother? To become sequaintad
with ome's brothers and gisters, to lnow their problems and to learn

to love them is the supreme experience of living." 1431:1

hgain a Melchizedek of Hebadon tells us: "It is g fact that relizion
dees not grow unless it is diseiplined by constructive criticism, am-
plified by science and NOURISHED BY LOYAL FELLOWSHIE." 1086:9 Ha
also tells us that, "Creative, comforting and love-axpanding fellow-
Shipa" are essential to true religious growth."

The exeiting mathematics pointed out in & paper by Malavatia Melchizedek
show the great achievements that are possible through fellowship and
group activitiea., He indicates that the results of working together
total far more than the sum of the perts. "Intellectuslly, scoially
and apiritually two morsl crestures do not merely double their perscnal
potentials of universe achievement by partnership technigue, they more
nearly quadruple their attainment and gccanplishment possibilitieg.n
494:11. When wa reflect & moment about the numbsr in our group and
quadrupling each two, the mathematical rrogression here is not only
staggering but decidedly encouraging for all accomplichment. Let's

gat stertadl -
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(ur faverite Greek philosopher, Redan of Alexsndris pointed cur several
additional guideposts for this long, long journey. ©Said ha: "Even
though you are effectively armed to meet the difficult situations of

life, you can hardly expect success unless you are equipped with that
wigdom of mind and charm of perscnality which enable you to win the

hearty support end cooperstion of your fallawa. You cannat hope for a
large measure of success in either secular or religicus work unless you
can learn how to persuads your fellows, to prevail with men. You simply
migt have tact and tolerance." 17T4:2

in Hodan's suparb discuseion of the "Art of Living" he pointed out many
values of group unity and harmony. Among them are the values of mutual
self-expression and self-understanding. He said, "Many ncble human im-
pulaes die because there is no one to hear their expression. Truly it
ie not good for man to be alone. BSome degree of Tecognition and a cer-
tain amount of apprecistion are essential to the development of human
character." 177518

ne pitfall he admonishes ue to avoid is that of prejudice. Liasten to
his words: "Frejudice blinds the soul to the recognition of truth, and
prejudice can be removed only by the sincere devotion of the soul to the
adoration of & ceuse thaet is sll-embracing and sll-inclusive of one's
fellow men. Frejudice is inseparably lirked to selfichneas." 1774:6

Hodan further showed how these ssgsociations of friendship and mutual
effection encourage the higher levels of living. He said that through
Derscnelity asscciestion the mind of one sugments its spirditual values
by gaining mich of the inmight of the other, In this way men enrich the
ecul by pooling their respective spiritual possessions. "Likewise in
this eame way, men is enabled to avoid that ever-present tendency to
fall victim to distortion of vision, prejudice of viewpoint, and narrow-
ress of judgment, Fear, envy, and conceit can be prevented only by
intimate contact with other minds." 1776:2

He calls personality assonietion and putusl affection "the enhenced de—
Tense againet all evil.” There is positive strength in tha fact that
you live for the welfara of othere and theee others likewise live for
your welfare and advencoments Man languishes in isclaticn. 1776:4

Jesus el=o spoke often of the importance of tact and tolersnce in group
associationa: '"As you grow older in years and more experienced in the
affeirs of the kingdom are you becoming more tactful in dealing with
troublesome mertals and stubborn asscciates? Tact is the fulcrum of
social leverage; and tolerance is the earmark of 8 great scul. If you
poasass theee rare and charming gifts, as the days pass you will become
more alert and expert in your worthy efforts to avoid much of the trouble
which is certain to be the portion of all who suffer from lack of emo-
tional adjustment, those who refuss to grow up, and those who refuse ta
grew old gracefully.” 1740:6



Jesus elso taught us the steps to take to learn to forglve an associate,
One evening at Hippo during the Decapalis tour he said to a disciple:

"The Father in heaven forgives you your sins; therefore, ehould yeu
learn to forgive one another. If your brother sins against you, go to
him and with tact and patience show him his fault. And dg all this bee
twesn yeu and him alone, If he will listen to you, then have you wen
your brother, But if your brother will not heer you, if he persists.in
the error of his way, go again to him, taking with you ene or two mutual
friends that yeu may thus have two or even three witnesses to confirm
your testimony and establish the fact that you have dealt Justly and
mercifully with your offending brother.” 1762:5

Pleture the evening meeting at Amathus when Jesus and the apostles with
other inquirers were discussing spiritual unity., James Zebedes had aaked,
"Master, how shall we learn to see alike and thereby enjoy more harmony
among curselvea? When Jesus heard this question, he was stirred within
hie spirit, so much so that he replied: "Jemes, Jamas, when did I teach
you that you should all see alike? I have come inte the world to pro=-
claim spiritunl liberty to the and that mortals may be empowered to live
individual lives of criginality and freedom before Ged. I do not desirs
that social harmony and fraternal pemcs shall be purchesed by the sacrie
fice of free personality and spiritusl originality. What I require of
you my apostles is SPIRIT UNITY -- and that you can aexperience in the

Joy of your united dedicatien to the wholshearted doing of the will of
my Father in heaven., You de not have to see alike or feel alike or even
think alike in order spirifuslly to be alike. Spiritual unity is de-
rived from the conscioueness that each of you is indwelt and increasingly
dominated, by the spirit gift of the heavenly Father. Your apostolio
harmony must grow out of the fact that the spirit hope of each of you is
identical in origin, nature and destiny,

"In this way you may experience a perfected unity of spirit purpose and
spirit understanding growing out »f the mutual consciocusness of the
identity of each of your indwelling Paradise spirite; and you may en-
joy all of this profound spiritusl unity in the very face of the utmoat
diveraity of your individusl attitudes of intellectual thinking, tem-
peramental feeling and soccisl conduct. Your personalities may be re-
freshingly diverse and markedly different, while your spiritual natures
and apirit fruits of divine worship and brotherly love may ba sn unified
that all who behold your lives will of & surety teka cegnizance of this
opirit identity and soul unity; they will recognize that you have been
wWith me and have thereby lesrned and aceeptably how to do the will of
the Father in heaven. You can achieve the unity of service of God even
while you render such service in mceordance with the technique of your
own original endowments of mind, body and soul.

"Your apirit unity implies two things, which always will be found to
harmonize in the lives of individual believers: Firast, you are possessed
with & commen motive for life servioe; you ell desire above everything

to do the will of the Father in heaven, Jecond, you all have a common
goal of exiatence} you all purpose to find the Father in heaven, theraby
proving to the universe that you have become like him." 1591:¢7,8.
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Jepua often talked on this topic of our individusl differences and how
we each react differemtly but that our cne point of unity is that each
18 indwelt by the divine spirit. When he met with the evangelists at
Eathsaida he concluded his evening address by saying: "You should re-
manber that in body and mind -- emotionally -- men resct individually.
The cnly UNIFORM thing about men iz the indvelling spirit. Though divins
spirits may vary somewhat in the nature and extent of thair experience,
they react uniformly to all spiritusl appeals, Only through, and by
agpﬂal to, this spirit can mankind ever attain unity and brotherhood,"
1672127

I, personally, feel that we who have this great privilege of studying
the Fapers will be held sccountable for far more than those who heve
not. We are like the man in the parable with the five talents =-- we ara
now charged with the responsibility of producing! In reference to the
topie under discussion tonight: Are we able, with cur rnowledge gained
from the Papers to promote pesce and hermeny and to demcnstrate unity
in the truest possible sense?
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