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CHILDHEN

Jesus could help men so much because he loved them so
sincerely. He truly loved each man, each woman, and

each ghild.

1874-8

The consciousness of sonship with God should quicken
' the entire life service of every man, woman, and child

who has become the poscsessor of such a mighty stimulus

to all the inherent prowers of s numan personality. 1

Parent
cuild
relastiouship

Deity
rarentis

'ne oldern concept that God is a Deity
aominated by kingly morality was upstepped
by Jesus to that affectionately touching
level of intimate family morality of the
parent-child relationsuip, than which there]
is none more tender and beautiful in mortal
experience. ‘

we know that any child can best relate
liimgself to reality‘by first mastering the
relationships of the child-parent situation
and then by enlarging this concept to
enbrace the family as a whole.
oubsequently tue growing mind of the child
will be able to adjust to the concept of
coamunity, the race, the world, and, then to
those of the universe, the superuniverse,
even the universe of universes.

The relationship of the Creator Sons with
their Paradise Father is touching and
superlative.No doubt the profound affection
of Deity parents for their divine progeny
is the wellspring of that beautiful and
well-nigh divine love which even mortal
parents bear their children.
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Relation-
ship ~f
Creatirve
Mother Sp
and Michael
Pattern
For
Family.

Necessity of]
parental
relationship

After the pledge of subordination by the
Creative Mother Spirit, Michael of Nebadon
nobly acknowledged his eternal dependence
on his Spirit Companion. Though he was the
sovereign of this local universe, the Son
published to the worlas the fact of the.
Spirit's equality with him in a8ll endow-
ments of personality and attributes of
divine character. And this becemes+the
transcendent pattern for the family
organigation and government of even the
lowly creatures of the worlds of space.
This is, in deed and in truth, the high
ideal of the family and the human A
institution of voluntary marriage.

The Son and the Spirit now preside over |
the universe much as a father and mother
watch over, and minister to, their family
of sons and daughters. It is not altogethex
out of place to refer to the Universe
Spirit as the creative companion of the
Creator Son and to regard the creatures of
the realms as their sons and daughters-a
grand and glorious family .

| |

No surviving mortal, midwayer, or seraphim
may ascend to Paradise, attain the Father,
and be mustered into the Corps of the
Finality without having passed through
that sublime experience of achieving
rarental relationship to an evolving
child of the worlds or some other
experience analopous and equivalent there-
to. The relationship of ¢hild and parent
is fundamental to the essential concept of
the Universal Father and his universe
children. . ' ‘

r———

No ascending mortal can escape the

N

experience of rearéng childeen~ their owm
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Flanetary
Prince's
schools--
training of
children

Conssquences
of wrongdoing
of a member
of a family.

or others-either on the material worlds or
subsequently on the finsliter world or on
Jerusem. fathers must pass through this
essential experience just as certainly as
mothers. It is an unfortunate and mistaken
notion of modern peoples on Urantia that
child culture is largely the task of
mothers. Children need fathers as well as
mothers, and fathers need this parental
experience as much as do motaocrs.,

when children have their ideals, do not
dislodge them; let them grow. And while
you are learning to think as men, you
should &lso be learning to pray as childroﬁ

555 1

Flanetary Prince's Headquarters and Schoolﬁ. 575 (&)

Individual instruction in connection with
family-group teaching. |

Schools of marriage and homemaking.
Spiritual culture-‘the enlightenment of
childhood and youth groups. Training of
adopted native children as missionaries to
their peoples.

while wrongdoing is always deleterious to
a family, wisdom and love admonish the
upright children to bear with an erping
brother during the time granted by the

affectionate father in which the sinner maﬁ

see tue error of his way an embrace
salvation. 1

!

If an affectionate father of a large fumilf

chooses to show mercy to one of his
children guilty of grievous wrongdoing, it
may well be that the extension of mercy to
this misbehaving child will work a tempors
hardship uron all the other and well-behave

hil .
children 3,
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On world of

light & life.
children

Dawn mammals
family

Frimitive maun

The Anconites|

--were gquite tender in family associations-

wuch eventualities are inevitable; such a
risk is inseparable from the reality
situation of having a loving parent and of
being a member of a family group. Lkach
member of a family profite by the right-
eous conduct of every other member; like—
wise must each member suffer the immediate
time-conseguences of the misconduct of .
every other member. Families, groups,

nations, races, worlds, systems, constella<+

tions, and universes are relationships of
association wnich possess individuality;
and therefore does every member of any
such group, large or small, reap the
benefits and suffer the consequences of
the rightdoing and the wrongdoing of all
other members of the group concerned.

619

If you are made to suffer evil consequenceg 619

of 8in of some member of your family, some
fellow citizen or fellow mortal----—-——e--
you may rest secure in the eternsl
assurance that such tribulations are
transient afflictions. | |
Childbearing period is not greatly
prolonged. It is not best for too many
years to intervene between the ages of a
family of children. When close together in
age, children are able to contribut® much
more to their mutual training. And on
these worlds they are magnificently
trained by the competitive systems of
keen striving in the advanced domains and
divisions of diverse achievement in the
mastery of truth, beauty, and goodness.

Even dawn mammals of 1 million yesrs ago--

They were very loyal to their families;
they would die without ques$)ion in defense
of their children. &4,
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Planetary Irince

headquarters
(Dalamatia)

Family 1life
Home-social unit
About 500,000
years ago.

Education

Home

Family

iiales would fight heroically for the safety

of their mates and their offspring; the
females were affectionately devoted to theiﬁ
children.

Thhe definite order of family l1ife and the
living of one family together in one
residence of comparatively settled location
date from these times of Dalamatia.

The home as a social unit never became a
success until the supermen and superwomen
of DPalamatia led mankind to love and plan
for their grandchildren and their grand-
children's children. :avage man loves his
child, but civiliged man loves also his
grandchild.

+he rrince's staff lived together as
fathers and mothers. True, they had no
children of their own, but the fifty
pattern homes of Dalamatia never sheltered
iess than five hundred adopted iittle ones
asgenbled from the superior families of the
Andonic and Sangik races; many of these
children were orphans. They were favored
with the discipline and training of these
superparents. |

Fad sj;onsored tue Dalamatia plan of tesch-
ing that was carried out as &n industrisl
sCuo0ol in which the pupils learned Sy doing |
and through which they worked their way by
the daily performance of useful tasks. This
plan of education 4id not ignore thinking
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And from the earliest times, where woman

was has always been regarded as the home.
Almost everything of lasting value in

civilizgtion ha|5%t| roots in the family.

and feeling in the development of character}
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Beginning of
home.

Befinition of
marriage.

jhe family was the first successful peace
group, the man and womar learning how to
adjust their antagonisms while at the same
time teaching the pursuits of peace to
their children.

The size of the family has always been’
influenced by the standard of living. The
higher the standard the smaller the family,
up to the point of establisFed status or
gradual extinction.

The household fire, which was attended by
the mother or eldest daughter, was the
first educator, requiring watchfulness and
dependability. The early home was not a
building but the family gathered about the
fire, the family hearth. When a son
founded a new home, he carried a firebrand
from the family hearth.

In earliest times women were the prorerty
of the community and the mother dominated
the family. The early chiefs owned all the
land and were proprietors of all the womenjg
marriage required the consent of the tribal
ruler. With the passing of communism,
worLen were held individually, and the
father gracdually assumed domestic control.
Thus the home Lad its beginning, and the
prevailing polygamous customs were
graaually displaced by monogamy. Polygamy
is the survival of the female-slavery
element i marriage. Monogamy is the slave-
free ideal of the matchless association of
one man &nd one woman in the exquisite
enterprise of_gggg building, offspring
rearing, mutual cu}lture, aqd selfi-
improvement.
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Early
human

aasociationi

Establishment
of family

{
First peace !The first peace group was the family, then

group

Juetice

Government
on a uneigh-

boring plane¢

Yamily
Chinese
culture

Family-

Master
civiliger

In the most primitive society the horde is
everything; even children are its common
rroperty. The evolving family displaced
the horde in child rearing.

Sex hunger and mother love established the
family. But real government does not appear
until superfamily groups have begun to
form. | '

the clan, the tribe, and later on the
nation, which eventually became the
modern territorial state.

Justice was first meted out by the family.

‘THe Home Life —-———cmeeee=

The zreat strength in a veneration of
ancestry is the value that such an
attitude places upon the family. The
amazing stability and persistence of
Chinese culture is a consequence of the
paramount position accorded the family, for
civilization is directly dependent on the
effective functioning of the family; and
in China the family attained a social
importauce, even a religiocue significance,
approached by few other people. P
The filial devotion and family loyalty -
exacted by the growing cult of ancestor
worshlp insured the building up of superior
family relationships and of‘enduring family

Eroups.
While religion, social and educational

institutions are all essential to the
survival of cultured civilisation, the
family is the master civilizer. A child

learns most of the essentials of life from
bis femily and the neighbors.
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Marriage and ; I'aper B84 | 931-943

Family Life  Home building should be the center and 931 1
esgence of all educational effort.

. The family 1s the channel through which

i the river of culture and knowledge flows

| from one generation to another. : 931 2
The ideals of family life -- 4 939 7
Marriage, with children- stimulasion of © 941 6
highest potentials in human nature.
Home The home is the natural social arena o941 6

wherein the ethics of blood brotherhood
mey be grasped by the growirng children.
The family is the fundamental unit of

Parents fraternity in which parents and children
Children learn those lessons of patience, altruism,

tolerance, and forbearance whichk are so
essential to the reslization of brother-
hood among‘all Len. |

Family- Human society would be greatly improved if| 941 7
Council the civilized rsces would more generally
return to the ramiiy_council practices of
the Andites.They did not maintain the
patriarchal or autocratic form of family
government. They were very brotherly and
associative, freely and frankly discussing
every prOposai and regulat%on of a family
nature, :

Family life is the progenitor of trye . 942 2
morality, the ancestor of the conscious-
Wrat family| ness of loyalty and duty. The enforced
life does associations of family life stabilize
personality and stimulate its growth
through the compulsion of necessitous
adjustuent to other and diverse person-
alities. But even more, a true family-

& good family- reveals to the parental pro(AZATeRS
the attitude of the Creator to his child-
ggp, while at the same time such true
pareuts portray to theilr children the
first of s lone Esries of ascending
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" Parent-child
relatiouship
in
religious
experience

Faith

Religion
great unifier
of family
life

Transition
from old to
new religious
loyalties—-
effect on

famlly life 1t is the purpose of group religious

Glorify
potentials
of family
life

Growth of
child

Real
educationa]
growth

 Values

Growing
persons

‘cisclosures cf the love of the Paradise‘
parent of all univerce children,

‘Heliaious meaninge prozress in self-.
cousciousuess when the chilaua transfers his
iteas ¢f canipotence from nls jareunts tvo
God. inc the entire religious exrerience of
such a child is largely derendant on
wvhether fear c¢r love has dowinated tue .
parent-child relationship.

‘Lao-tse's concept of true faith was unusual,
and he too likened it to the "attitude of a°
‘little child.” /

Together with chilgggn, religion is the .
great unifier of family life, provided it iJ
8 living and growing faith. Family life
cannot be had without c¢hildren; it can be
lived without religion but such a handicap
enormously multiplies the difficulties of
this intimate human association. During the
early decades of the twentieth century,
family life, next to personal religious
experience suffers most from the decadence
consequent upon the transition from old
religious loyalties to the emerging new
meanings aud values.

activities to dramatize the loyalties of
religion; to magnify the lures of truth,
beauty, and goodness; to foster the
attractions of supreme values; to enhance
|the service of unselfish fellowship; to
plorify the potentials of family life---—-w-

Give every developing child a chance to
'rrow his own religious experiehce; do not
1force a ready-made adult experience upon hink
{Remember, year-oy-year progress through an
established ecducationsl regime does not
necessarily mean intellectual progress, much|
less spiritual growth. Lnlargement of
vocabulary does not signify development of
character. Growth is not truly iudicated Ly
nere products but rather by rrogress. neal
leducational growsh is indicated by enhance-~
ment of ideals, increased appreciation of
values, new meanings of values, and augment-
ed loyalty to surreme values.

Chilaren are?fﬁB?gﬁggayonly by the loyaltie
of their adult associates; precept or even
example is not lasting iufluenckal.

Loyal persons are prowing persouns, and
growth is &n impressive and inspiring
reality. Live loyally today- grow- and
tomorrow will attend to itself. The quickestj

-iway for a tacpole to become a frog is to

live loyally eacli moment as a tadpole, k
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Trust

Jesgus'
intrest in
children

Developinent
of religiou
life

Child's:
moral
impulses

Leadlings-*
of
iudwelling
Adjuster

- Pagegtel-

pursuits
of youth

Inner life

Values

-|situation that gives rise to tne theory of

Jesus trusted his Father as alittle child
~ trusts his earthly rarent.

| Jesus was great vecause he was good, &and
yet he fraternized with the little child-
ren,

The first promptings of a child's moral
nature have not to co witih sex, guilt or
rersonal pride, but rather with impulses
of justice, fairness snd urges to kindness

' Lelpful ministry to one's fellows.And when|-

such eacly .aoral aweskenings are nurtured,
4 there occurs & gradual cevelopment of the

religious life whicn ie comparatively free

from coaflicts, usheavals, and crises.

The psycholocy of s child is naturally
positive, not negative. So many mortals are
rregative because they were so traineca. wWhen
it ie seid that tire chila is positive,
reference is made to his moral impulses,
those powers of mind whose emergence signals

the arrival of the Thought Adjuster.

acquire moral capacity and therefore to be
able to choose altruistic service, he has
already developed & strong and well-unified
egoistic nature. Ana it is this factual

the struggle vetween the "higher" and the
"lower" natures, between the "old man of
gin" and the "new nature" of grace. Very
early in life the normal child begins to
learn that it is"more blessed to give than
to receive."

!he impulse of the spirit Monitor is
realized i humsn consciousness as the ubge
to be altruistic, fellow-creature minded.
At least this is tke early and fundasmental
experience of the child mind. when the
zrowing child fails of personality unifica-
tion, the altruistic drive may become so
cvercevelored as to work serious injury to
the welfare ot thLe self.

Civilization can herdly prorress when the
sgjority of the ycuth of any generation
devote thelr irtereste end energies to the
naterialistic ;ursuits of the sensory or
cuter vworld. (The aavences of true civiliza-
tion are all born in thiés inner world of
mankind. It is only the inner life that is
Tral yr.opgadindete outer worlds have a
different set of values. Any civilization
is in jeorardy wien three quarters of its
youth enter msterialistic professions and
devote themselves to the pursuit of the

sensory activities ofothe outer world.
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Before a child has developed sufficizntly go 1131 9
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Each
rersonality
unique

Help of The
Master
Seraphim of
Planetary
Supervision

Joserh and
Mary gcou.
teacners

At fourteen
Jesus
becomes
head of
family

Jegus'
methods of
child
training

i
[}

i

Civilization is in danger when youth
neglect to interest themselves in ethics,

sociology, eugenics, philosophy,the fine
arts, religion and cosmology.

Children conform to types, but no two are
exactly alike, even in the case of twins.

Personality follows types but 1s always
unique. .
Urantia is now receiving the help of th
tnird corps of seraphim dedicated to the
fostering of planetary education. These
anzels are occupied with mental and moral
treining as it concers individuals,
families, groups, schools, communities,
nations, and whole races.

The nome seraphim. Urantia now enjoys the
services of the fifth group of angelic
ministers dedicated to the preservation and
advancement of the home, the basic institu-
tion of human civilization.

The familieg of both Joseph and lMary were
well vducated for their time.

Both Joseph and Mary were good teachers,
and they saw %o it that their children were

well versed in the learning of that day.

this year Jesus made great progress in
altering his strong feelinge and vigorous
impulses to the demands of family co-
oreration and home disclpline. lary was a
loving mother but a fairly strict
disciplénarien. In many ways Joseph exerted
the greater control over Jesus as8 it was
Lig ;ractice to sit down with the boy and
fully explain the real and underlying
reasons for the necessity of disciplinary
curtailment of personal desires in
cefrrence to the welfsre and tranguility of
the entire fauwily.

‘his curpcuter isd, now just peet fourteen
years ol age awskened to the realization
Li.at he must shoulder the responsibild
ity of caring for his widowed mother sand
seven Lrothers and sisters. He became the
sole surport and comfort of this bereaved
family. 'he head of family - guardian of
his father's home.

Jesus had fully won hig mother to the
ecceptunce of his methods of child training<4
the positive injunction to do good in the
place of the older Jewish method of for-
bidding to do evil. In his home and through<
out lis public-teaching career Jesus
invariably employed the positive form of
exhortation. Always and everywhere d4id he
say, "You shall do this - you ought to do

thet.” Never aid he employ the negative
wode of teaching. 11, ‘ ’
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!Prayer time in this household was the

biscipline
in Jesus'
family

| Jesus began wise discipline upon his

' of conduct,his punishment was fixed by the

The childreJ
at tae ‘
repair shop
Jegug loved
the children

Jegsus in
Zebedee
home

. 0f tuese youngsters,

| stones by the side of the shop, and bevies

occasion for discussing anything and every-
thing relating to the welfare of the family

brothers and sisters at such an early age
that little or no punishment was ever
reauired to secure their prompt and whole-
hearted obedience.The only exception was
Jude.

On three occasions when it was deemed wise

to runish Jude for self-confeased and
deliberate violations of the family rules

unanimous decree of the older childrep and
was assented to by Jude himself before it
wag inflicted.

He never arbitrarily disciplined his
brothers and sisters, and such uniform
fairness and personal consideration greatl)y
endeared Jesus to all his family.

Always was Jesus ready to postpone tune
contemplation of his future work for the
world and the universe trnat he might share
in the childish Joy and youthful gladness

The children were always welcome at the
repaiir shop.Jesus provided sand,hlocks, anJ
of youngsters flocked tnere to amuse tuem-
selves. When they tired of their play, the
more intrepid ones would peek into the sho
and 1f its keeper were not busy, they woul
make pold to go in and say, "Uncle Joshua,
come out snd tell us a big story." ‘‘hen
they would lead him out by tugging at his
hands until he was seated on the favorite
rock by the corner of the shop, with the
chilcren on the ground in a semicircle
before him. And how the little folks did
enjoy their Uncle Joshua. They were learni
to laugh, and to laugh heartily. It was
customary for one or two of the smallest
of the children to climb upon his kneesg an
sit there, looking up in wonderment a% his
expressive features as he told his stories.
The children loved Jesus, ﬂnd Jesus loved
the children.

Jesus lived in the home of Zebedee ouring
the year or more he remained at Capernaum.
He enjoyed working with a father-partner.
Salome, the mother loved Jesus as she loved
her own sons. Her four daughters looked
upon Jesus as their elder brother.

Jesus enjoyed his labors with Zebedee in
Capernaum, but he missed the children
playing out by the side of the Nagareth

carpenter shop. 12,
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esus passed
through the
ususl human
periods of

aavaucement

Jesus and the

lost child

Most human
beings are
like the

lost child

Jesus had
consicens -
ation for
81l sorts
of men
women and
children

Philip's
technique

of teaching

2

1l1.!
Beatitudes

3 Mappy are those who hunger and thirst for

Jesugs hag lived the human life from the
beginnings oi physicel, intellectual, and
spiritual selfhood up through infancy,
childhood, youth, and adulthood-

112 Roue occurred that touching incident in
which the Creator of a universe spent
seversl Lours regtoring & lost child to his
enzioue rother. This liitle boy hLad wander-
ei way from his home, and Jesus found him
crylng in cdistress. le and Ggnid were on
thheir way to the libraries, but they
devoted themselves to getting the child
back housie. Ganid never forgot Jesus'
coicmernt: "You kxnow, Ganid, wost huwsn
beings are like the lost child. Tney spend
much of their time crying in fear and
suffering in sorrow when, in very truth,
they are but a short distance from safety
and security, even as this child was only a
little way from Lome.

“he discirles early learned that the Master
Lad a proiound respect and sympathetic
regard tor every human he met, and they
were tremendously impressed by tnis uniform
tland unvarying consideration which he so
congsistently gave all sorts of men, women,
and children, Le would pause in the midst
of a profound discourse that he might go
out inu the road to sneak good cheer to a
passing woman laden ‘wita aer odurden of body
and soul. He would interrupt a serious
conference with his apostles to fraternize

Philip met all situations as tiey arose in
Lkis work with "Coue'"-'come with me; I will
show you the way." And that is always the
effective techunique in all forms and phases
of teaching. nven parents may learn from
thilip the better way of saying to their
children not "Go do this and go do that,"
but rather, "Come with us while we show and
share with you the better way."

Heppy are the poor in spirit --- the numble"
To a c¢hild, happiness is the satisfection
of iwmediate pleagsure craving. The adult is
willing to sow cceds of self-denial in ordex
to reap subsequent Larvests of augmented
nappiness.

righteousnesg, for they shsll be filled."
It is not 80 easy to veach a child mind
tuese Iirst two of the beatitudes, but the
mature i:ind should grasp tieir significance.
"Hay1y are the pure in heasrt for they shall
see God." Jesus referred to that faith which
aan saould nave for his fellow man; that

‘faith which a pﬂ:ﬁft Las in his c¢pild.

Pg.
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Attitude of
true
rarent

Children
naturslly
trustful

forgive-
nees of a
lovirg
pareat

Challenge
of courage

gﬁﬂﬁﬁ?of
Jesus'
philosophy
of life
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4L father's love need not pamper, and it
does not coucone evil, put it is always
anticynical. Fatherly love has singleness
of purpose, and it always looks for the
best in wan; that is tue attitude of a

true parent.

o see God by faith- means to acquire true
spiritual insight. Spiritusl iuosight
enlizances Ad juster pguicdsnce. With assurance
of divine soperip--- you can increasingly
love each of your brotuers in tne flesn,
Lotoonly @6 & brother - with Lrotherly love
but 2l1s0 ag a father - with (stherly love,
It is easy to teach this admcnition even

to & child. Children are naturally trustful)
unc¢ parents chould see to it that they do
not lose this simple faitn. In dealing with
lchil.rcn, avoid =11 deception ard refrain
from suggesting suspicion. Wisely help them
to choose tneir heroes and select their

11 fework,

"Happy are the merciful for they shall
‘obtain mercy." --- trust friendship---

‘A loving rent experiences little difficulj
iin forgiv%ﬁé his child, even many times.
'hnd in the umnspoiled c¢hild tie urge to
relieve suffering is natural. Children are
normal]y kind and sympathetic when old
enough to appreciate actual conditions.
"happy are the peacemakers, for they shall
'be called the sons of God." Children can
'easily be taught to function as peacemakers,
They enjoy team activities; they like to
play tozetker.

"hapry are thay who are persecuteu for
irlgnteoasneFO‘ sake, for theirs is the
kingaom of ueaven." Young people and brave
'adults never shun difficulty or danger.
iCtildren s&lways respond to the caallenge of
coursge. Youth is ever willing to "take a

dare." And every child should early learn tq
‘sacrifice.

lnatherly love delights in returning good
for evil- doing good in retaliation for
1njustice.

lThe family occupied the very center of
Jesus' phlilosophy of 1ife-here and hereafter.
He bssed his teachings about God on the

family. He exalted family life as the high-
est human duty out mads Zt plain that

;amil relationships must not interfere with
elIgious obligations.

esus wanted to set men free to start out
fresh as little children upon the new and |

etter way. g
| 14, 'J
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Father-
chilad
relation~
ship

wise parent

Better
understand-
ing of love
of Father
in heaven

Assurance of
acceptance
by Leavenly
Fether

True family

P'homas said, "lMaster, you say that we must

gain entrance to the ‘ather's kingdom, and
yet you have warned us not to be deceived
by false prophets. Jesus said, "what I did
desire that you should gather from the
illustration was the child-father relation-
ship. You are the child, and it is your
Father's kingdom you seek to enter. There i
rresent that natural affection between
every normal child and its father which
insures an understanding and loving
relationship, and which forever precludes
all disposition to bargain for the Father's
love asld mercy. And the gospel you are
going forth to preach has to do with a
salvation growing out of faith-realigation
of this very and eternal child-father
relationship.

Jesus did not participate in adjustment of
difficulties of disciples. He would say,

"a wise parent never Yakes sides in the
petty quarrels of his own children."

Jesus said, "As time passes, fathers and
their children will love each other more,
Fnd thus will be brought about a better
understanding of the love of the Father in
heaven for his children on earth." A
father loves his family as a whole,
loves and cares for each individual member.

esus ssid, "Concerning the kingdom and
our assurance of acceptance by the heavenl
ather, let me ask what father among you
Lo is a worthy and kindhearted father woul
eep his son in anxiety or suspense regard-

good
also

ng his status in the family or his place of

Eecurity in the affections of his father's
eart?

Jesus stated that a true family is founded

founded on ©n the following seven facts:

7 facts

4L The fact of existence, The relationships

of nature and the phenomena of mortal
likenesses are bound up in the family:
tal traits.

The children take origin in the parents;
Eersonality existence depends on the act of
the parent. The relationship of father and
chil
all liv

sg Secu 1%5 &n St eanure. True fathers take

t
W

eat pleuaurc in providing for the needs of
heir children. Many fathers are not condent
ith supplying the mere wants of their

children but enjoy making proviaion for

their pleasures also. |

1
|
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chilad

2. Education and training. Wise fathers

carefully plan for the education and adequ-
ate training of their sons and daughters.
When young they are prepared for the greater
responsibilities of later life.
4, Discipline and restraint. Farseeing
fathers also make provision for the
necessary discipline, guidance, correction,
and sometimes restraint of their young and
immature offsprings.
5. Companionship and loyalty. The affection
sate father holds intimate and loving inbér-|
course with his children. Always is his ear
open to their petitions; he is ewver ready
to share their hardships and assist them
over their difficulties. The father is
supremely interested in the progressive
welfare of his progeny.
6.love and mercy. A compassionate father is
Treely forgiving; fathers do not hold
vengeful memories against their children:
Fathers are not like judges, enemies, or
creditors. ieal familieg are built upon
tolerance, pathence and forgiveness.
;. Provision for the future. Temporal
athers like to leave an inheritance for
their sons. The family continues from one
generation to another. ileath only end one
generation to mark the beginning of another)
Death terminates an individual l1ife but not
necessarily the family. |

A father's love for his son oftentimes

impels the father to restrain the unwise
acts of his thoughtless offspring. The child
does not always comprehend the wise and

loving motives of the Iatheﬁ'- restraining
discipline.

Jesus said, "Which of you who is a father,
if his son asks unwisely, would hesitate to
give in accordance with parental wisdom
rather than in the terms of the son'sg

faulty petition? If the child needs a loaf,
ill you give him a stone just because he
nwigsely asks for it? If you being mortal
nd finite know how to give good and
ppropriate gifts to your children how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the
pirit and many additional blesaingl to
those who ask him?

No child has aught to do with earning the
status of son or daughter. The earth child
comes into being by the will of its parentd
Even so the child of God comes into grace
and the new 1life of the spirit by the will
of the father in heaven. Therefore must thﬂ
kingdom of heaven - divine gonship be
received as a little child.

1608 1
1619 2
1621 2
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o more should you fear that God will punici
8 nation for the sin of an individualy
neither will the Father in heaven punish
one of his believing children for the sins
of a nation, albeit the individual member
of any family must often suffer the
material conseguences of family mistekes
and group transgressions.

while there is a material part of the

human father in the natural child, there is
& spiritual part of the heavenly Father in °
every faith son of the kingdom.

Intelligent children do not feartheir fathe:
in order that they may receive good gifts
from his hand; but having already received
the abundance of good things bestowed DbY
the dictates of the Father's affection for
his sons and daughters, these much loved
children are led to love their father in
responsive recognition and appreciatioa of
such munificent beneficence.

It was to emphasize the value of sincerity
and perfect trust in the loving support and
faithful guidance of the heavenly Father
that I have so0 often referred to the little
child as illustrative of the attitude of

’

They who ate of thig extraordinary feast
numbered about five thouuan? men, women,
and children.

The kingdom of heaven can best be realized
by ecquiring the spiritual attitude of a
sincere child. It is not the mental
immaturity of the child that L commend to
you but rather the spirited simplicity of

such an easy-believing and fully-trupting
little one., !

Jesus beckoned to one of Peter's little

ones, and setting the child down amohg them
sald: "Verily, verily I say to you, except
lyou turn about and become more like this
‘child, you will make little progress in the
kingdom of heaven. Whosoewer shall humble
.himself and become as this little one, the
‘'sameé shall become greatest in the kingdom of
theaven. And whoso receives such a little on
‘receives me. And they who receive me receiv
also Him who sent me. wWhosoever causes one
of these little ones to stumble, it would b
better for hLim if a millstone were hanged

about his neck and he were cast into the sea.

Nost of all see that you despise not one of
thege little ones, for their angels do

glwayl behold the faces of the heavenly
0‘ .. 17. ‘
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T Parental lovel A loving father does not frighten his
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Jesus
blesses
the child-

ren

child can achieve the full development of

'to me; forbid them not; for of such is the

ckildren into yielding obedience to his
just requirments.

iiature men view immature folks with the
love and consideration that parents bLear
their children.

The mogt effective of &ll socisl groups is
tlie furily, more particularly the two
parents. Personal affection is the spirit-
ual bond which holds togethber these
meterigk associations.

without the genuine love of a home, no

normal character.

Marriage, with its manifold relations, is
best designed to draw forth those precious
impulses and those higher motives which
are indispeunsable to the development of a
strong character. I do not hesitate thus
to glorify family l1ife, for your Master
has wisely chosen the father-child relation-
ship as the very cornerstone of this new |
gospel of the kingdom. (Rodan of Alexandria)

vegus said, "Go into all the worad proclaim-
ing this gospel to all nations, to every
men, woman, and child."

desus said, "It is the divine will that
men and women should find their highest
service and consequent joy in the establish-
ment of homes for the reception and
training of children, in the creation of
whom these parents become copartners with
the makers of heaven and earth. And for
this cause shall a man leave his father
and mother and shall cleave to his wife,
and they two shall become as one."

Blessing the little children.

Jesus ' uessage regarding marriage snd the
blessedness of children spread over Jerichod
Scores of mothers brought their childggg
to Jesus desiring that he bless them.

When the apostles rebuked the umothers
Jesus said,"Suffer 1ittle children to come

L4

kingdon of heaven.Verily, verily I say to
'you, whosoever receives not the kingdom of
God as & little child shall hardly enter
therein to grow up to the full stature of
'spiritual menhood.”" And when the Master
had epoken to hisg apostles, he received all
'of the children, laying his hands on them,
wbile he spoke words of courage and hope

to their mothers.,

18.
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.that little childrem should have their

Jegsus often talked to his apostles about
the celestial mansions and taught that tje
advancing children of God must there grow
up spiritually as children grow up
physically on this world. And so does the
sacred oftentimes appear to be the common,
a8 on this day these children and their
mothers little realized that the onlooking
intelligences of Nebadon beheld the child-
ren of Jericho playing with the Greator of
& universe.

It was also at Jericho, in connection with
the discussion of the early religious
training of children in habits of divine
worship, that Jesus impressed upon his
apostles the great value of beauty as an
influence leading to the urge to worship,
especially with children.

Beauty is most religious when it is most
simple and naturelike. How unfortunate

first introduction to concepts of public
worship in cold and barren rooms so devoid
of the beauty appeal and so empty of all
suggestion of good cheer &nd iuspiring
holiness! The child should be introduced
to worship in nature's outdoors and later
accompany his parents to public houses of
religious assembly which are at least as
materially attractive and artistically
beautiful as the home in which he is daily
domiciled.

The Master --- He was always ready and
willing to stop a sermon or detain a
multitude while he ministered to the needs
of a single person, even a little child.,

Banquet for Jesus and Lazarus at iiome of
Simon in Bethany -------- Jesus was

exceptionally cheerful and had been playing

with the childrem up to the time qf coming
to the tabls,

Jesus said, "fou fail to grasp that under-
standing sympathy which the wise parent
entertains for his immature and sometimes
erring child.

A part of every father lives in the child.
The father enjoys priority and superiority
of understanding in all matters connected
with the child-parent relationship. The
parent 1s able to view the immaturity of

the child in the light of the more advanced

parental uaturity.
With the eartily child and the heavenly

Fether, ihe divine parentv possesses infinit y

| and divinity of sympathy and capacity for

loving uuderstanding. l'ivine forgiveness 1

{ inevitable. 19,
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Jesus and

John Mark

.You have enjoyed that parental love which

P&

. P&L,

L

impulses of Ihis fellows, he will love them.
And when you love your brother ycu have
already forziven bim.If you are wise purent
this is the way you will love and under-
stand your ciildren, even forgive them when
transient uisunderstanding nss apparently
separated you.The child, being immature .
and lacking in the iuller understanding of
the depth of the childi-father relationship,
‘must ’requently feel a sense of gullty
'separation from a father's full approval,
but the true father is never couscious of
any such separation. |

Your irability or unwillingness to forgive
your fellows is the measure of your
immaturity, your failure to attain adult
sympathy, understanding and love. You hold
grudges and nurse vengefulness in direct
proportion to your ignorance of the inner
nature and true longings of your children
and your fellow beings.

‘'he Master spent this last day of quiet on
earth visiting with the truth-hungry youth.
In the course of the day's visiting with
Joun Mark, Jesus spent considerable time
comparing their early cnildhood and later
boyhood experiences. Although John's

arents possessed more of this world's
goods than had Jesus' parents, there was
much experience in their boyhood whicnh was
similar. Jesus saic many things which
helped Johu better to understand nis parents
and other wemvers of the family. When the
lad asked the Master how he could know that
he would turn out to be a "mighty mecsenger
of the kingdom", Jesus said: "I know you will
grove loyal to the gospel of the kingdom

ecause can depend upon your present faith
and love when these qualities are grounded
upon such an early training as has been’
your portion at_home, You are the product of
& home where the parents bear each other a
sincere affection, and therefore you have
not been overloved so &s injuriously to
exalt your concept of self-importance.
Keither has your personality suffered
distortion in consequence of your parent
loveless maneuvering for your confidence
and loyalty, the one against the other.

insures laudable self-confidence and which
fosters normal feelings of security. But you
have also been fortunate in that your §nrent§
posseagsed wisdom as well as love} and vas
wisdom which led them to withhold most forms
of imdulgence and many luxuries which wealth
can buy 20 |

When s wise man understands the 1nner 1898
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vhile they sent you to the synagogue 1922 1
school along with your neighborhood play- A
fellows, and they also encouraged you to
learn how to live in this world by perait-
ting you to have original experience. You
came over to Jordon, where we preached and
John's disciples baptized, with your young
frierd Amos. Both of you desired to go with
us. When you returned to Jerusaleam your

garentg consented. Amos's parents refused;
they loved their mson so much that they

denied him the blesegedrexperience which you
have had, even such as you this day enjoy.
By running away frca home, Amos could have
joined us, but in so doing he would have
wounded love and sacrificed loyalty. tEven
if such & course had been wise, it would
Lhave been a terrible price to pay for
‘experience, independence, and liberty. Wise
‘'rarents such as yours, see to it that their
lchildren do not have to wound love or
istiflo loyalty in order to develop indepen-
/dence and enjoy invigorating liberty when
{they Lave grown up to your age.
Love, John is the supreme reality of the 1922 2
juniverse when bestowed by all-wise beings, .
'tut it is & danperous and oftentimes semi-
.8elfish trait as it is manifested in the
.experience of mortal parents.
iwhen you get married and hsve children of
.your own to rear, make sure tuat your love
is admonished by wisdom and guided by
‘intelligence. Your younz friend Amos | 1922 >
ibelieves this gospel of the kingdom just as
much as you but I cannot fully depend upon
ihim; I am not certain about what he will do
lin years to come. liis early home life was
mot such as would produce a wholly depend-
able person. Amos is too much like one of
'the apostles who failed to enjoy a normal,
Home train- loving, and wise home training, Tour whole
ing afterlife will be more happy and depéndable
because you grew up in a houe where love
prevailed and wisdom reigned.
Suclt a ¢hildhood training produces a type
of loyalty wi:ich assures we that you will
g0 through with the course you nave begun,
The Master went on to explain to John how a| 1922 4
hild 1s wiolly cependent om his parents
Family and the associated home life for all nis
represents early concepts of everythiug iuntellectual,
‘all a child social, moral, and even spiritual, siuce
the fawily represents to the youug child

§;§Wf§§st all that he can first know of either Luman
Luman or or divine relationships.

divine

relation- | . -

Shipﬂ 2l.
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A human being's entire 2fterlife is 1 1922
enormously influenced by whui happens
during the first few years of existence.

It is our sincere belief that the ;ospel of | 1922
Jesus' teaching, founded as it is on the
father-child relationship, can hardly enjoy
a world-wide acceptance until such a time
as tbe nome life of the modern civilized
peoples embraces more of love and more of
wisdom. Hotwithstanding that parents of the
twentieth century possess great knowledge
and increased truth for improving the home
and ennobling the home 1life, it remains a
fact that very few modern}are such good
places in which to nurture boys and girls
as Jesus' home in Galilee and John Mark's
home in Judea, albesit the acceptance of

Jesus' gospel will result in immediate
‘improvement of home life.

'As long as we Leach a child to pray,"Our 1923
‘Father who is in Leaveny a tremendous '
‘responsibility rests upon a&ll earthly
‘fathers so to live and order their homes
‘that the word father becomes worthily
‘enshrined in the minds and hearts of all
‘growing children. \

‘Jesus talked to 11 apostles and a few loyal
‘disciples. lie sald, "Show yourseclves to be 1932
'loyeal citizens, upright artisans, praise-

worthy neighbors, devoted kinsmen, uncer-

'‘standing parepts, and sincere believers in
‘the brotherhood of the Fether's kingdom.And
my spirit shall be upon you, now and oven to
the end oi the world.

?Tne arnimal nature - the tendency toward 2016
evilcdoing - may be hereditary, but sin is

True, wise fathers may chasen their sons, 2017
but they do all this in love ana for .,

corrective purposes. 'hey do not punish in
anger, neitaner do tiey chastise in retribution.

When Jesus made his 12th morontia sppearance, 2044
it wes to Rodan and ouuer telievers in ’
Alexanéria. He said, "This gospel of the
kingdom belongs to both Jew and gentile, to
rich and poor, to free and bond, to male and
female, even to the little children.

}The teaching regarding Christ's love for 2073
| children gocn put an end to the widespread
. practice of exjposing children to death when:
' they were ot wanted, particularly girl
. bables., ,

22.
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The faith
of Jesus

lchild trusts a parent. He had a profound

"relating to the religious consciousness. It

In confusion over man's origin do not lose
sight of his eternal destiny. Forget not L
that Jesus loved even little children, and
that he forever made clear the great worth
of human personality.

Jesus' faith was not immature and credulous
like that of a child, but in many ways it
did resemble the unsuspecting trust of the
child mind. Jesus trusted God much as the

confidence in the universe-- just such a
trust as the child has in its parental
environment. Jesus' wholehearted faith in
the fundamental goodness of the universe
very much resembled the child's trust in
the security of its earthly surroundings.
He depended on the heavenly Father as a
'child leans upon its earthly paremt;, and.
'his fervent faith never for one moment
‘doubted the certainty of the heavenly
-Father's overcare. He combined the stalwart
.and intelligent courage of a full-grown man
iwith the sincere and trusting optimism of a
’believing child.

§Tho faith of Jesus attained the purity of a
% 's trust. His faith was so absolute
'and undoubting that it responded to the
‘charm of the contact of fellow beings and t9
;the wonders of the universe. His sense of
i{dependence on the divine was so complete
‘and so confident that it yielded the joy
‘and the assurance of absolute personal
security. There was no hesitating pretense
in his religious experience. In this giant
‘intellect of the full-grown man the faith of
‘the child reigned supreme in all matters

18 not strange that he once said, "Except
you become as a little child, you shall not
enter the kingdom." Notwithstanding that
Jesus' faith was childlike, it was im no
sense childish.
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