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— FAMILY —
The
Master Plan

The family -- the very center of Jesus'
philosophy of life here and hereafter
{1581:1)

The family is the fundamenital unit of fraternity In
which parents and chiidren fearn fhose lessons of
patience, altruism, foleronce, and forbagrance
which are so0 essentlal to the reaglization of
brotherhood among all men.

(1 :39-42)

In this work of passing on the cultural torch 1o the next
generation, the home willever be the basic institution. ...
The quality of the soclal torchbearers will determine
whether civilzaflon goes forward or backward. The
homes, churches, and schools of ong generation
predetermine the character trend of the succeeding
generation. The moral and spirfual momentum of G
race of a nafion largely determineas the cultural velocity
of that civilization, (F09:20 & 38-42)

For almost a score of years (until he began his public
ministry) no father could have loved and nurtured his
daughter any more affecticnately and faithfully than
Jesus cared far little Ruth. And he was an equally good
father to all the other members of his family. (1389:24-27)




Weal families are
fueit upon tolerarce,

patience, and fonpiveness”
j1604:23]

(- He |Jesus] was a real though youthiul father
o the Gunily; he spent every possthle houe
with the youngsiers, and they truly kved him.

11620

The Emily occupled the very center of Jesis’
philosophy of I ere and heresller. (1561:1)

He exalted marcbage as the most keal and
\. highest of all human relatlonshipa.  (1838:45)

L. it s the divine will that men and women should find their
fighest service and consequent joy in the establisfiment of Romes
Jfor the reception and training of children, in the creation of whom
these parents become copartners with the Makgrs of heaven and
earth. And for this couse shall a man feave fis father and motfier
and shall clesve to fis unfe, and they s shall fecome as one."

| ARG E0-T

FAMILY LIFE

Of all secial relations caleulated o develop character, the most effective
aned kdeal 1= the affectionate and understanding friendship of man and
rorman dn e mofeal embrace of intelligent wedlock. Marriege, witfe s
manffld relations, Is best designed o draw forth those precious
fmpulses and those higher motives which are indispensable to the
devefopment of @ strong efearacter, (778:1-11)

Chileiren are permanently (mpressed only by the logallles of thetr adult
azsoclales; precept or even example s not lastingly influential, (1094:a0)
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W fitele diffieulty in forgiving
Ris Child, even many times."
: (1575 15200

f’f;. his home and throughout his public-teaching career Jesus)
imvariably employed the positive farm of exhortatlon. Always and
everywhere diid he say, "You shall do this--you ought to do that.” Never
did he employ the negative mode of teaching decived Trom the ancient
taboos. He refralned from placing emphasis on evil by forbidding i,
"-..“ﬂ': he exalted the good by commanding s perlormance. (14001 |-l_1']}]

i

Even parents may learn rom Philip the better way of saylog ::-1\'
thelr children not “Go do this and go do that,” but rather, “Come
with us while we show amd share with vou the better way®

\ 1I6G7:27-2M J‘J

A fathers love need not pamper, and it does not condone evil, but it
s u!:.n'.u_gl.: uu.tin:j.'m]:af j.l'ul.‘fgrf_il.- {ove Aas ;:;.rcj.'i-.mu..-;,-: .:tfpur}iﬂ.‘.’f, and it

aletays ook for the best in man; that is the aetitude of @ true parene.”
1 EO74:30-30)

o A fouring parent experiences

POSITIVE NURTURING

The psychology of a chiid is naturally pesilee, o8 negatie.
S0 many mortais are regoiive becawse they wsese so tralned
Wiert i 1s =aid that the child Is pesitive, reference (s made do
his moral Impulses, those powers gf mind whnse emangence
signalzs the arical gf the Thought Adjuster. {11a1:22-25)
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"Wise [parents] carefully plan
Jfor the education -:.rr.d'a.i'agna:r.
training of their sons and
daughters. When young they
are prepared for the greater
responsifilities q-f.l"utur e,

| 4T

{ The most valuable part of Jesus' early education was secured from )
his parenis in answer o his thoughtiul and searching ingquiries.
Juseph never falled to do his full duty in taking pains and s pending
Lime answerlng the Doy's numerous queations. From (e tme Jesus
was fIve years old until he was ten, he was one continuoes guestion
mark, While Joseph and Mary could nol slwavs answer his
questions, they never Gled lly to discuss his lnguickes and in
every olher possible way (o assist him in his efforts to reach a
satisfactory solution of (b problem which his alert miod  buad
\auggesied. asaa o)/

s

I/-TI'IE children were always welcome at the repate shop, Jesus
providesd sand. blocks. and stones by the side of the shop . . . they
woild lead him out by tugming al his hands untll be was seated on
the favorile rock by the corner of the shop, wilh the children on the
ground In a semilclecl: before him, ., 1t was customary for one or fwo
of the smallest of the children (o ciimb upon bis knees and sii (here,
looking up In wonderment at his expressiee fEatures as he told bis
atories. The children loved Jesus, and Jesus lovied the children.

p g 11416:245-37) _.'l,-'

" .. men and women are partners with God in that

they co-operate to create Beings who grow up to

possess themselves of the potential of immortal souls”
(L4T 0 0E-17)

BALANCED EDUCATION

- . - the securlly of cluilization fself s resis on the growing willling ness
of one generalion o devest in the welfare of the next and fulure
gesrerations, And any attermpt to shifT parenial responsibiily o slale ar
church will prove sulcldal fo the welfare and advancement of
clrilization, (H4 12T

Even secular education could help in thiz greal spiriiua renaissance [
it wnuled paiy nuere atfention to the work gf deaching youth how: (o engage
in life planning and charccler progression. The purpoze of all education
sheould be to foster and further the supreme purpose of Hfe, the
depelopment of a mafestic and well-balanced personalily. There is great
need for the teaching of moral discipline In the place of 5o much self-
grailfication. Upon such a fourndation rellgion may contribute s
spiritual noontive o the enlargement and enrichrment of mortal life,
een b the securlty and enhancement af lfe elernal, CROAE: L 1-15]
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U Crilren con exsily fe tagit to funetion
@5 peacemakers. They enjoy team

l"t actitities; they G to play togeifier”

1EGT5E:E10

L@ tolse puremnt
meper fakips sides in
thp petty grmrr'a.& of
R gt children"

[ 16A0:E)

& Jdesus recelved his moral traloiog and spiciiual coliune -HI
chiefly o his own bome, Hie secored much of his intellectual
and heolggleal educatlon rom the chazan. But his real
edducalion--that equipment of mind and heact or the aetoal
test of grappling with the difficult problems of 1ife--be
clhitafned by mingling with his fellow men. B was (his close
association with his fellow men, young and old, Jew and
gentlle, that afforded him the opportunity to konow the bum:an
race, Jesus was highly cducated in that he thoroughly

\_ understood men and devatedly loved them. (1363:3-10) Y,

And 1 wrish that you would love and trust one anotfer. . Have you not
read tn the Seripture where it is written: T is not good for man to be alone.,
Mo man fives to Aimself’s And olse where i says: He who wonld fave
Jfriends must sfow fimself friendly’? . . . that you might not Secome lonely
and fuill into the mischief and miseries of isofation . . . You adso well Know
that, wiften I wias in the flesk, I did not permit muself to be alone for long
periods. . . From the very beginning . . . I afways fod two or three . .
constantly by wy side or ef5e veryy mear ot frand evven wifen I communed wwith
the Father. Trust, therefore, and confide in one another.” 208 1 7-27)

RELATIONSHIPS

Wer know that any child care best relale himself o realliy
by firat mastering the relationships of the chifd-parent
stteeallon and then by enlargling this ooncept Io embrace
the family az a whole. Subsequentdy the growdng mind of
the efilld willl be able to adiust to the concept of family
relaltions, o relationships of the commurity, the roce, and
the world, and then o thoese of the pnlverse, the
supcruniverse, cven the unlverse of universes, (92:8-13)

Fear, envy, and concelt can be prevented only by intimale
contact edth odher milncs, [ 77e:20
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Jesus impressed
upor s dln'autfl'-' 1he
Jgreat value of feauty e
a r'.rrﬁ'uu-mu: feading to flie
urge to tarskip, especially with
children, The Master by precepe and
.r_q_'m'r,"r.'.ﬁ_" :uuj.l'it thy talue uftmﬁnilw Fata
Creator in the midst of the natural
_-.'.um?l.un:l"r'.nl_,:lr.: @F.rrr.:tti.r.'m [IREE1R-2 L]

#Jesus recetved his moral training and spirlieal culiure chieily o his™,
mam home . . Throughout his course of study Jeswes learned much
and derived great inspication irom the regular Sabbath sermons In
the synagogue. . - . And a8l Nazarcth they were also more Uberal
regiaartding the observance of the Sabbath,  [E waes therelore the
custom Jor Joseph o lake Jesua oul for wmlks on Sabbaih
afternoons, one of their favoriie jaunts being to climb the high hil
e Chedr home, from whilch they could obiain a panaramic sew of
all Galilee. . They strolled (hrough the eounteyside and stodied

maature ., . Jesus' earllest tralning, aside from thal af the home
twearily, had to do with & revereni aod sympathetic contact with
\ e, 11363:8,16-17.93-07 & 1304:5.8) /

Prayer time in [Jesus’] houschold was the occasion for discussing
smything andd everything relating to the welfare of the [amily. o6

The child st dertoe fis ﬁrﬂ fripressions af Uie universe from the
mother's care; fe is uhiolly dependernt on tie earthly fotfier for fis first
idens of the feavenly Father. The chilil's subsequent fife is made fappy
ar unfiappy, easy or difficult, in gecorfance with fis early mental and
emational (ife, conditioned by these social and spiritus! relationsfips of
the fiome, A finman Being's entire afterfife is enormousty influenced by
sttt futppens during the first fero years of exdstence.”  (1923:97-43

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Together with chifdren, religlon ts the great undfler of family Wfe,
provtded It b5 a lofing and growdng fmith. Family e connot be fread
teithout ehildren; [t can be [ved withowt religton. bet such a handicap
enormously mulliplles the difficelties of this Inflmaie furtan
azsociation. During the earfy decades of the wentieth centurnyg, family
e, next fo persenal religious experlence, suffers mast from the
decadence congequent upoen the trensiblon from old retiglows loyellics o
her :rmﬁ'g]ng ReLL mmnlngs and polues, [ TEH G2 H. 1)

The enlire religiows experience of such a child s lomgely dependent on

whether fear or fove has dominated the parent-child retallionshie,
(1oEE. 18
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"Wise parents. . . see b0 it thet
thelr children do not Aate fo

wiound fove or stifle loyalty in
erder to develap r'.anFrrm'“:rr-re:

ared enfoy inpigorzd ing rr.ﬁr:r.rlyﬂ

[1622:-13-150

Jesus began wiae discipline upon his brothers and sisters al suaeh
s earky agfe that litthe or oo punishment was cver regquired tosecare
their prompt and wholeheariod obedience, The only exccpllon was
Judle, upen whom on sundry eccasions Jesus found 6 necesary o
impose penalties for his Infractions of the rules of the home, On
three pecaskons when it was decimed wise to punish Jucde for sell-
confizsed and deliberate violations of the amlly rules of condect,
his punishment was [xed by the upanimous decree of the older
rhildren and was assenied fo by Jude himsell before 1 was Indlicted.
(1401 18. 265
This was one of several years durlng which Jesus' brothers and
aigters were [acing the trials and tribulations pecullar to the
problems and readjusiments of adolescence, Jesus now had
brothers and skslers ranging in ages [rom seven to elghteen, and he
wis Kept busy helping them to adjust themsehes to the new
awnkenings of thelr intellectual and emotional lves. He had thus (o

grapple with the problems of adolescence as they became mantfest
k\.,'P the Hves of his voungger brothers and sisters. (14088547 - 14101 -214

Farseeing [parents] also make provision for the necessary
discipline, guidance, correction, driel somietimes restraint
of their young and immature offspring. (1604:14-161

ADOLESCENCE

Two pampered and spolled youths, edocated o expect eoeryg
Ieculgernee and full gratiflcation of vanity and ego, can hardly hope o
moke a greal success of marriage and home bullding a llfe-long
partnership of self~effacerment. compromise, desolion, and ereelflsh
elerclbeeztion o child coliure. (N4 q-4H)

Heit Just s long as zochety falls to properly educale children and gouths,
so fong as the secial order fails to provide adequate prevwcrial tralilng,
arcd S0 long as unwlse and mmature gouthfid deallsm 15 o be the
arbiter of the entrance upen martage, jest so long wdl divorce remaln
prevalent. And In 50 far as the soclal group falls shord of prooiding
marriage proparation for youths, (o that exent sust divorce_function as
the sochal safely valve which prevents sill worse sliuallons during the
epes of the rapld growddh of the eoalinlng mores. IEIZEE 14D
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W oda rot promise fo
deliver you from the
TAReETE r-'_f ud't-'.rr,rit_z_,l_,
Rut [ de promise 0 40 -
with you tromgh all ) ;
af thiem." tl?’E—?!E-H'l}

F’ﬁn11n_q thues tasted the actual expertence of ang these adolescent )
years on a world beset by eviland distraught by sin, the Son of Man
became possessed of full knowledge aboul [he e experience of the
yosiith of all the realms of Mebadon, and thus forever he became the
urelerstanding refuge for the distressed and perplexed adolescents
of all ages and on all workds throughout the local unlverse.

113G 14- 18

Jesies hardly regarded this world as a "wale of teara.” He rather
feaked upon it as the bicth sphece of the elernal and Immertal splets
ol Parmdise sescension, the “vale of soul making.” [ Lizgs B

Mo man can ever ks that the Creator doess ol know ke nalore o

L extent of his temporal alllictions, [2018:37-40 /

“Ine this world you will fave tribulation, fut fe of
good cheer; have triumpfed in the world and shozom

you the way to eternal joy and everiasting service.”
(1542527

FACING DIFFICULTIES

Difflcuities may challenge mediocrlty and defeat the fearfol, but
I'h{.-i; unflr]' srimedate the true chilldren qj' the Most Htg'hs. | St 7

Hegpeeet of the chlld for his parends grises, aob in knowledge of the
obligation implied In parental procreation, bual naterafly grows as a
resilt of the care, tratning, and affection wiich are lovingly displayed in
assisiing the chitd to win the batile of life. The brue parent s engagecd
In a continuows service-mintsing which the wise child comes (o recgrze
ard appreciate, HEFE

Personal, spirituel reflgloes experlence is an gfficlent solinl for sl
martal difficilties; it s an offective sorter, evalvator, and adiuster of all
fiuman probiems. Rellyton dees not remove or destrog homan oebles,
bl i s dissolee. absork, Meemdnate, and ranseend them, poasa.40
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IMPORTANCE OF EARLY HOME LIFE
(A Discussion by Jesus with John Mark)

I know you will prove loyal to the gospel of the kingdom because [ ean
depend wpon your present ith aond love when these gualitles arc
groumded] upon such an early training as has been your portion at home.
Yo are the product of a bome where the parents bear each other a sincere
alfection, amd therefore you have not been overloved 80 as Injuriously lo
exall your concept of sell-fmportance. Nelther has your personallty
sullered distortlon In consequence of your parcnts’ kbveless maneuveriog
for your confidence and loyalty. the one against the other. You have
enjoved that parental Jove which insures landable sell-confdence and
which fosters normal feelaogs of securlty. Bub you have also been
forlunate n that your parents possessed wiadom as well as ey and It
was wisdom which led them o withhald most forms of indulgenee and
many huxuries which wealth can buy while they sent you (o the synagogue
school along with your nelghborhood playfellows, and (hey also
encouraged yvou to learn bow o lve In this workd by pecmlibng you 1o hzve
arlgrinal experience, You came over (o the Jordan, where we preachied and
Johin's disciples baptized, with your young [riend Amos. Both of you
destred to go with wes, When you refurned to Jerusalem, youlr parcnts
conscnied; Amos's parents refused; they loved thelr son so much that
thisy dented Bim the blessed experlence which you have had, even sach
a5 you this day enjoy. By running away from home, Amos could have
jroncl ws, but in so domg e would bave wounded Jove and saerilioed
Iovally, Even If such a course had been wise, 1 would have been a terribile
pelee to pay for experlence, independence, and Itherty, Wise parents, auch
i youra, aec to it that thelir children do not have to wonnd love or stille
Ivally in arder o develop independence and enjoy Invigorating berly
when they have grown wp 1o your ase.

“Love, Johm, B Uhe supreme reality of the universe when bestowed by all-
wise belngs. but It 15 a dangeroes and oftentimes semiselfish trall as 1 1s
manifesicd fo the experlence of mortal pacetts. When you get marrled and
Bave children of your own o rear, make sure that yoor love 15 admon ished
by wisdom aesd gubded by Intelligence,

“Vour young Iriend Amos belleves this gospel of the kingdom |Just as much
sy, but | cannod fully depend upon lim: 1 am not cerbain about what
e will cho ki tkee years to come. His early home Ue was not suech as wauld
produce a wholly dependable person. Amos is oo much ke one of the
apoeiles whe Gilled toenjoy 2 normal, lovig, and wise home tredning, Yoor
whole afterlife will bae more happy and depemndable bhecause you apent
your fiest elght years In a normal aml well-regulated home, You possess
a strong and well-knil character because you grew up in i home where
love prevalled and wisdom refgoed. Such a childhood tradning prodeeces
a by of loyalty which assures me that you will go through with the course
vou have begun.” [1921:39-1922:31)

Learn to —
Feost upon uncerfainty,
Fatten upon disappolintment
Enfhuse owver apparent dafeal,
Invigarate n the presence of difficulties,
Exhizit indemitable courage in tha face of immensily,
Exercise unconguerable faith when confronted wilh the
challenge of five inexplicable.

“In liolson with God,
nathing--
absolutely nofhing--
Is Impossible.”

[ Sy |
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