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AS A CHILD OF GOD II{ THE FAI.IILY OF lil,It{

"To the extent that we do the will of
station we may have our existence, in
potential of the Suprenre becomes one
r278)

God in whatever universe
that measure the almighty

step more actual." (Page

As I  was ponder ing the potent ja l  and actual  aspects of  the
evolut ion of  the Supreme one day, and folding yet another basket of
laundry for  my act ive fami ly of  f ive,  I  suddenly had an Aha! exper ience
regard' i lg the nature of  the Supreme. I  was holdjng a sock that my baby
Hannah loves  to  pu l l  o f f  her  t iny  fee t  and chew,  and I  was  th ink ing
about how her socks would gain substance over the years as her feet
grew. Larger and larger would they become unt i l  suddenly they would
r ival  my own and then, when my baby reaches womanhood, her socks and
not -so- t iny  sh i r ts  wou ld  no  longer  f j l l  my basket .  I  rea l i zed  tha t
each l j t t le  Hannah-sock  re f lec ts  the  po ten t ia l  tha t  my daughter  w i l l
someday grow large enough to actual ly do her own laundry.

I  p icked up  my son 's  l i t t le  league tee-sh i r t  and imag ined how
smal l  i t  wou ld  look  nex t  to  the  h igh  schoo l  je rsey  he  migh t  some day
toss  in to  the  basket .  I  thought  o f  a l l  the  tee-sh ' i r t s  I  wou ld  sure ly
fo ' ld as he journeys on towards manhood; that  wi th each folding, J€t
another  aspec t  o f  h js  po ten t ja l  wou ld  be  un fo ld ing ,  and wou ld  someday
be ac tua l i zed ;  tha t ,  he  too ,  w i l l  someday ac tua l l y  do  h js  own laundry .

As  I  p icked up  each l i t t le  d ress  and pa j r  o f  worn  jeans ,  I  t r jed
to burn jnto memory the exper ience of  holding an actual  moment of  my
l j fe  w i th  each ch i ld ,  as  symbol ized  by  these soon- to -be-outgrown
c lo thes .  And then as  I  he ld  th is  moment ,  I  scanned across  the
poten t ' ia l  tha t  awa i ts  us  and imag ' ined a  much o lder  woman look ing  back
and remembering, that  her hal f -empty basket used to hold so much that
has  now been ac tua l i zed  and is  he ld  w i th in  the  sweet  embrace o f  the
Supreme. In that  moment I  set  a new personal  standard for cosmic
laundry  fo ld ing .  My Aha!  exper jence was the  resu l t  o f  d jscover ing
tha t  as  a  parent  I  ho ld  bo th  po ten t ia l  and ac tua l  in  my hands,  jus t  as
does the  Un jversa l  Mother ,  the  Supreme Be ing .

0n page 1284 the ilighty l{essenger tells us that "The great
struggle of this universe age is between the potential and
actual - the seeking for actualization by all that is as yet
unexpressed. "



There  is  no  arena o f  l i v ing  tha t  re f lec ts  th is  g rea t  s t rugg le
bet te r  than fami ly  1 i fe .  when I  th ink  o f  the  cha l lenge human parents
face  when they  s t rugg le  to  he lp  ac tua l i ze  the  po ten t ia l  o f  the . i r
ch ' i ld ren ,  I  become awest ruck  by  the  jnc red ib le  respons ib i l i t y  w i th
wh' ich the Father entrusts us.  [ , { i th the bir th of  a chi ld two great"po ten t ia is "  spr ing  in to  ex is tence.  One is  the  s imu l taneous b i r th  o f  a
fam' i l y ,  e  j ther  new or  newly  conf  igured .  Another  i s  the  evo lu t ion  o f  a
cosmjc  c i t i zen ,  wh ich  depends grea t ly  on  the  po ten t ia l  rea l i zed  w ' i th in
the  fami  1y .

nlnto the keeping of mortal man has been given not only adjuster
presence of the Paradise Father but also control over the destiny
of an infinitesimal fraction of the future of the Supreme. For as
man attains human destiny, so does the supreme achieve destiny of
de i ty  leve ls .o  (Page 1285)

The Parad ise  Father  rea l ' i zes  tha t  in  o rder  fo r  h is  mor ta l  ch i ld ren
to  ach ieve  the i r  sp i r i tua l  des t jny  and cont r ibu te  to  the  fu tu re  o f  the
Supreme, they need to feel  h js presence. And, therefore,  the Father
res jdes  w i th in  each o f  us ,  as  a  f r iend ,  d  gu ide  and a  lov ing  parent .
The ad ius ter  p rov ides  a  cons tan t  and lov ing  presence o f  the  parad ise
Father  and re f lec ts  the  un jverse  mode l  fo r  fami ly  l i fe  -  lov ing  parents
ra ' i s ing  cosmic  c i t i zens  th rough the i r  w ise  and cons tan t  p resence.

Human parents  have comple te  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  th is  ro le  jn  the- l ' i ves  
o f  the ' i r  young ch i ld ren  pr io r  to  the  coming o f  the  ad jus ter .  I

be l ' ieve  th is  i s  why  the  f  j r s t ,  fo rmat ive  years  a re  so  impor tan t .  I t
fa l l s  upon the  shou lders  o f  human parents  to  g ' i ve  no t  jus t  a  par t ,  bu t
the  who le  o f  the i r  p resence.  And j t  i s  no t  t jme a lone tha t  we speak
o f .  P r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  v j a  t h e  a d j u s t e r  i s  t h a t  s t i l l  s m a l l . v o i c e
wi th in ,  a lways  ava j lab le ,  a lways  ready .  The presence o f  the  human
parents  j s  o f ten  a  much louder  vo ice  tha t  says  to  the  ch j ld  every  day
of  h ' i s  o r  her  cha l leng ing  1 i fe ,  "you  are  loved,  you are  wor thy  o i  love ,
a p d  I _ a m  w i t h  y o u . "  I f  a l l  c h i l d r e n  j n  o u r  s o c i e t y  c o u l d  d e p e n d  u p o n
!1. ' i r  leve- l  of  parental  presence from both their  parents,  whbther they
l ' ived w' i th them or not,  the need for mercy on our streets would great ly
d i m i  n ' i s h  .

Wj thout  th is  p resence,  w j thout  a  cons tan t ,  lov ing  parenta l
p r e s e n c e ,  c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d  w j l l  n o t  e v o l v e  t h e j r  f u l l  p o t e n t ' i a l .  A n d
for  th is  reason,  famj ly  f i fe  p rov ides  the  most  impor tan t  foundat ion
upon wh ich  human des t ' iny  i s  a t ta ' ined  and de i ty  rea l ' i za t ion  o f  the
Supreme ' is  ach i  eved.

Human des t jny  o r ig ina tes  and js  ac tua l j zed  w i th jn  the  f ramework  o f
fami ly  th roughout  our  Un jverse  career .  L ' i ke  an  ever  expand ing  c i rc le ,
the fami ly reaches beyond the or jg inal  few to encompass an ever
increasing number of  people wi th whom we work and l ' ive.  And as our
consc ' iousness  expands,  so  does  our  rea l i za t ion  o f  fami ly .  l l l e  move f rom
an or ig ina l  de f in i t ' i on  o f  our  human fami ly  towards  a  g lbba l  and f ina l l y



.l

cosmic  de f in i t ion .  There  is  never  a  t ime in  the  who le  o f  our  un iverse
career that  we do not def ine our existence on some level  in terms of
fami  1y .

The human fam' i1y  i s  the  f i rs t  t ra in ing  ground fo r  cosmic
c i t i z e n s h i p .  I t  i s  w j t h j n  t h i s  f i r s t  f a m i l y  t h a t  w e  b e g i n  t o
unders tand the  g i f t  o f  f ree  w j l l .  F rom the  ear l jes t  s ta tes  o f  human
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h e  e v o l v i n g  c h ' i 1 d  s t r u g g l e s  t o  e x e r c i s e  f r e e  w i l l .
E v e r y  m i l e s t o n e  i n  t h e  c h j l d ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  h o w  t h e  c h i l d
expresses  f ree  w i  I  l .  In i t ' i a l  l y ,  the  ch ' i ld  ' i s  exposed to  the  l ' im ' i t s
w j th in  wh ich  f ree  w i  I  I  can  be  exerc ised.  Eventua l ' l y ,  s tep-by-s tep ,  the
ch i ' ld ,  j f  g iven  the  chance,  w ' i l l  l earn  to  exerc ise  f ree  w i l l  ' i n  a  way
tha t  leads  to  p rogress .

The human fami ' l y  i s  a  mic rocosm o f  the  Supreme.  The evo lu t ion  o f
the  fami ly  i s  dependent  on  the  rea l i za t ion  o f  po ten t ' ia1  by  each o f  i t s
members .  S tep-by-s tep ,  the  fami ly  evo lves  as  the  ind iv jdua ls  evo lve .
Every  in te rac t ion  be tween jnd iv idua ls  in  the  fami ly  serves  to  e i ther
cont r ibu te  to  the  growth  o f  the  who le  fami ' l y  o r  to  inh ib i t  tha t  g rowth .
And when the growth of  the fami ly is jnhibi ted,  the growth of  the
ind  jv  jdua ls  w i th in  tha t  fam' i1y  a lso  su f fe rs .  "As  moves the  par t ,  so
m o v e s  t h e  w h o l e . "

I  fee l  the  need to  labor  a  b i t  in  the  de f in i t ion  o f  the  human
fami ly .  What  f i rs t  comes to  mind  when fami ly  i s  d iscussed is  mom,  dad
and the  k ids .  Th is  i s  a  nar row and l im i t ing  percept ' ion .  Mom,  Dad and
the  k ids  i s  on ly  one conf igura t ion  o f  the  famj ly ,  a lbe ' i t  the  major i t y
one.  The famj ly  can a lso  be  mom and the  k ids ,  dad and the-k ids ,  two
moms or  two dads  and the  k ids ,  a  g roup o f  f r iends  w j th  some k ids ,
g r a n d m a  a n d  t h e  k i d s ,  a  k i d  w i t h  a  k j d .

The fami ly  needs  to  be  de f ined in  a  way tha t  b r jngs  honor  to  a l l
poss ib le  a r rangements  o f  human be ings  who l j ve  in  c lose  re la t jonsh ip  to
one another ;  who share  w i th  each o ther  the ' i r  cons tan t  and lov ing
presence;  who s t r i ve  to  unders tand the i r  respons ib j l ' i t y  to  a l l  God 's
ch  i  ld ren .

The ch i ld  res ides  w j th in  the  Supreme,  w i th ' in  the  bro therhood o f
m a n ,  a n d  w j t h j n  a  h u m a n  f a m ' i 1 y  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  B u t ' i t  i s  w j t h i n  t h e
human fam' i1y  tha t  a  ch i ld  f i rs t  learns  what  i t  means to  be  dependent  on
and respons ib le  fo r  o thers  -  b ro therhood.  I t  i s  w i th in  the  human
fami ly  tha t  a  ch i ld  f j rs t  exper iences  the  love  o f  a  parent  -Fa therhood.
The respons ib i f i t y  fo r  teach ing  bro therhood and fa therhood js  a
chal lenging task for  parents who may be overworked, undertrajned and
s t rugg l ing .  Perhaps  the  iob  o f  teach ing  our  young bro thers  and
s is te rs  how to  deve lop  the i r  m jnds ,  hear ts  and sou ls  ' i s  such an
i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  t h a t  i t  f a ' l 1 s  u p o n  a l l  s h o u l d e r s ' i n  t h e  c o s m j c  f a m i l y .
Perhaps  th is  work  i s  o f  the  Supreme.
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The_Almighty supremq !s 
nthe forn of the yet unformed, the pattern

of the yet uncreated.o The suprenre is your universe home, ind
when you find him, it wil l be l ike returning horne. He is your
experiential parent, and even as in the experience of human
beings,_so.has he grom in the experience of divine parenthood.
(Page 1288)

When we contemplate our relat ionship to chi ldren as members of
the brotherhood of  man, we contemplate div ine parenthood. t lhen we he1p
ch j ld ren  ac tua l i ze  tha t  wh ich  ' i s  po ten t ia l ,  we exper ience d iv jne
parenthood. And just  as the Supreme grows as a rbsul t  of  d iv ine
parenthood, so do we. I t  is  no smal l  requirement that  we must have
accompl ished the  equ ' i va len t  o f  ra is ing  th reech i ld ren  be fore  we are
a l lowed to  p rogress  in  our  un iverse  career .

I  s t ress  the  word  "equ jva len t " .  I t ' i s  no t  requ i red  tha t  we g ive
b i r th . to  and parent  th ree  ch i ld ren  jn  our  homes.  i t  i s  requ i red  iha t
!e .Ea in  an  equ ' i va len t  exper ience.  As  advocates ,  as  mentors ,  as
fr iends, we ggin exper ience. As wg become partners wi th parents we
prov ide  ourse lves  the  oppor tun i ty  fo r  d jv inb  parenthood.

The ch i ld  represents  a  near ly  l jm i i less  po ten t ia l  fo r  Supremacy.
The chi ld who.grows in the loving embrace of  hn extended humah fami-1y
exper iences  the  bro therhood o f  man dur ing  h is  c r j t i ca l  fo rmat ive  years .
Serv ice  becomes a  na tura l  ex tens ion  o f  h is  love  fo r  o thers .  fne  ln i ta
who is  paren ted  as  a  ch i ld  o f  God.by  lov ing  s is te rs  and bro thers  g rows
secure in her fa ' i th in the Fatherhood of  God. 0utreach becomes a
natura l  ex tens ion  o f  God 's  love  fo r  her .

l i lan can discover the Father in his heart, but he wil l have to
search for the supreme in the hearts of all other men; and when
al'l creatures perfectly reveal the love of the Supreme, then will
he become a universe actuality to ail creatures. (lage-1290)

-  Many people in the Urant ia movement have asked for an increased
focus on fami ' ly .  Thjs has been interpreted by some as a cal l  for
Syn lay  schoo l  and suppor t  mater ja ls  fo r  the  sp i r i tua l  educat ion  o f
ch j ld ren .  The focus  on  th is  one impor tan t  anh ye t  l im j ted  perspec t ivejs  sure  to  c rea te  d iv is ion  w i th . in  o i r r  commun. i ty .

I t  i s  no t  a  spec i f i c  theo logy  fo r  ch i rd ren  tha t  we need,  bu t  a
broad.ph i , losophy  o f  fami ly .  I t  i s  no t  a  p rogram to  separa te 'and
educate  ch i ld ren . !b . t ,w j l l  suppor t  the  fami ly ,  bu t  a  p rocess  to
incorpora te  and j l lumina te  a l l  fami ly  members .  we nebd to  recogn ize
the. despera. te need for extended fami ly in our community and society as
a whole.  t . le need to understand the pbtent ia l  reach of ' fami ly beyo-nd
mother,  father and kids,  to encompass elders,  mentors and fr iendi .  [ , le
need to share our presence with each other as members of  a loving
extended fami ly.



l r |e need elders to s i t  wi th reverent chi ldren at  their  knees and
share  s to r ies  f i l l ed  w i th  w isdom and love .  l le  need mentors  to  wa lk
side-by-side wjth adolescents as they prepare for  entry into the wor ld
o f  adu ' l t s  by  de f jn ing  va iues  and d iscover lng  goa ls .  t { ;  need f i . iends  to
s tand_wi th .parents  in  t imes o f  need,  to  o f fe r -suppor t  and sus tenance as
we a l l  s t r i ve  to  ra ise  ch i ld ren  w i th  k indness  anb ' love .  I ' l e  need to
fee l  each o thers '  p resence;  to  touch each o thers '  inner  sp i r i t s .

The Supreme is the beauty of physical
intellectual nnaning and the goodness
the sweetness of true success-and the
achievement. (Page 1278)

harmony, the truth of
of  spir i tual  value. He is
joy of everlasting

.  ^A ph i losophy o f  famj lv  wou ld  recogn ize  the  separa te ,  s ' imu l taneous
and.supreme rea l  j t ies .o f  fami  l y  r  i fe .  

- } {e  
each be lbng to 'an  o i ig . ina l

{y j tv ' ^a  p r imary  famj ly ,  an  ex tended fami ' l y ,  a  g lob i l  fami ly  a id  a
d jv jne  fami ly .  Each new express jon  o f  fami ly  bu i los  upon a1 i  io rm. ,
express jons  and encompasses  a l l  tha t  a  ch j ld  o f  God ha !  d iscovered
a b o u t  l o v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

.  A  ph i losophy o f  fami ly  wou ld  recogn ize  tha t  the  human fam. i l y  i s
a m' icrocosm of the.supreme, and provides a forum for the expression of
t h g  s g i r i t u a l  r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  a c t u a r i z e  t h e  S u p r e m e .  I t  i s  i n
re la t ' ionsh ip .w i th  o thers  tha t  we d iscover  sp . i i ^ i tua l  t ru th ;  i t  i s  the
d iscovery  and express jon  o f  sp i r i tua l  t ru th ' tha t  evo lves  ihe  Suprem. .

A  p f j losophy  o f  famj ly  wou ld  recogn ize  tha t  human re la t ionsh ips
o f fe r  bo th  a  d  j v ine  and daunt ing  cha l  lenge.  } l  j th  jn  the  fami  l y ,  . in
every  re la t ionsh ip ,  we s t rugg le - to  love  each o ther  as  we know-our
Parad ' i se  Father  loves  us .  t ' l e  s t rugg le  fo r  the  pa t ience to  a l low
ind iv idua l  f ree  w i l l  un ique expres i ion ,  when wh i t  we rea l l y  c r i ve  i s
obed ' ience.  h ' le  s t rugg le . . to  ask  ques t ions  when our  jns t inc t  and t ra in ing
is to jssue conmands. l , le struggre to embrace those wjth whom we
disagree and stand jn the face-of  adversi ty when the way oi  i te wor ld' is  to throw stones.

l , le carve out of  .potent ia l  the actual i ty of  the Supreme when wepush ourse lves  beyond our  persona l  l im i ts  a i rO f ind  to ib iu .n . i i - ind  love
for others.  } ' |e evolve as the Supreme evolves,  struggl ing ior-o. i tv
express ' ion  in  the  exper ien t ' ia l  rea l ' i t y  o f  f  in i te  ex i i tende.

Forg iveness  is . the  cur rency  o f  evo lu t jon .  l . l j thou t  fo rg iveness ,
our  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  each o ther  wou ld  de ter jo ra te ;  w i thou[
forgiveness, we could not move forward. Our struggie roi-p.ogr.r ,  . is
dependent on feel ing the need for change. That ne6o is of len-born of
conf l i c t  and o f  pa in .  i l i thou t  fo rg ive iess ,  the  emerg ing  ch i ld  o f  God
wou ld  be  cont jnuous ly  burdened by  ihe  mis takes  o f  th6  e io tv lng  i f ' j l d  o f
man.  we must  fo rg ive  ourse lves  by  exerc is ing  fa i th  and fo rg i ie  each
other by expressing 

' love. 
t . le must gather unlo ourselves gr6at-stores

o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d  s p e n d  1 i b e r a 1 1 y . -



l ' le  must forgive the mistakes of  our parents,  iust  as we hope to beforsiven bv our chjrdren. Thjs does not h..n i ; idi:- i [ i i -oi l ls notmean jgnore.  l r le cannot.hope to progress wj thout r jnderstanOinq t tor .forces that have brought qi  to the i rosi"o.Ot-oi  ; ; ; - i i r . r " i r 'oarents.
In those moments when-we feer the urge to r ;p. ; i  ih;  ; i ; ; ;k ; ;  ; .su f fe red  in  our  ch j ldhood,  we need t6^ fo rg iuE- -  o r r  paren ts ,  ourse lves ,our  ch i ld ren .  And jn  tha t  moment  o f  fo rg iveness  the ' iu f reme evotves ,the fami ly evolves,  and the brotherhooo 6r ; ; ; -progresses one stepbeyond what jt was a moment before. I; i t,.[-*or"nt of forgiveness theFatherhood o f  God is  re f lec ted  in  the  i i r . -o r " i  ch i ld  o f  man.

we must  fo rg ive  the  mjs takes  o f  our  b ro thers  and s is te rs ,  jus t  aswe hope to be forgiven by them. This doei 'noi-r . .n we should ignoreev j l '  Th is  does  no t  mean we shou lo  over ioo [ - in ius t i ce .  h le . iannot  nopeto  progress  w i thout  a  w ise  examinat ion  or  i t re 'Jec is ions  and ac t . ionsthat shape our worrd.  And we cannot h 'otg io-piogr.ss wi thout a gent leresponse.  The urge  to  c r i t i c ize  o thers ' i s  o f len 's t ronger  ih in - thedes i re  to . fo rg jve  and encourage reso lu t ion . -  nno rq t  i " ion i inu ingconf l ic t  does very l i t i le to ivolve the iup. . ,n. .  The lack offorgiveness and resolut ion retards .uoiui iSn-Jrt t  as much as evi l  andi  n jus t  i  ce  .

The fruits of the spirit are the substance of the Suprenre as he isreal izable in hunan-exper ience. t iage- i29ol  
- - - -  - - r ' |  y" 'v I

The Supreme does not evolve as a resul t  of  the successr pow€F,pres t jgg  o l  pgs i l ion  acqu_ i red  by  an  jnd iv idua l .  rne  iuprem.  l io tve ,  a ,a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e . l o v i n g  r e l a t i o n i h i p s  a c t u a i i i . o  b e t w e e n  j n d i v i d u a l s .
And these re ta t jonsh i [s  a re  oepeno6nt - ; ; - id ; ; ; i "n . r r ,  tac t ,  to re rance,encouragement  and k indness .  There  is  no  t im i t  to  the ' iOo un io  o thers , ,t ru th i  j f  i !  p recedes a l l  behav io r ,  i t  ian  u . i ,  a t t  iespon i . . -  i r , i ,  i se :pgq ' ia l l y  t rue  jn .  the  fami  l y .  Th6re  is  no-ue i te r  way  to  teachchi ldren respect,  than to t r6at  i l rem-wi i l ,  . . ip. . t .  There is no betterway to  revea l  the  ex is tence o f  God than to  i .F r . . t  God,s  love .

l ' l ichael, a creator, revealed the divine love of the Creator Fatherfor his teffestrial children. And, trivirig discovered and receivedthis divine affection, men can aspire to ieveat this love to theirbrethren in the fresh. such crea[u"" i ir"itron is a truereflection of the Supreme. (page ll7g, 
--

,  I f , fo rg iveness  is  the  cur rency  o f  evo lu t ion ,  than the  fami ly  i sthe bank of  the Supreme. The ' intei 'est  i l rat- i i - i . . r ru lated as a resul to f  fo rg jveness  in  the  fami ly^grgws exponent ja l ty  i l r roughout  e te rn i ty .A chi  ld  who ' is  forg iven h is-  f iur ts .  in 'h i ;  ; ; ig  j 'nar  r imi iv l - r . . rn ,  to
Iorg lve h js  own ch i rdren jn  h is  pr imary i ; i j i .  A Brother  who isforg iven h js  mis takes in  the extbnoeJ i . * i iv , " i . r rn ,  to  forg jve a l l  h isbrothers and s is ters  in  the grobai  i ; r i i t .  

" i t . i .  
human investmentshave sp i r j tua l  va lue.  These"are the o iv iaenos- inr t  evo lve the Supreme.
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Uhen_you_find the-Father, you wil l f ind the cause of your
spiritual ascent in the universes; when you find the Supreme, you
will discover the grgq! result of your cireer of paradile
progression. (page l29l)

The Father  i s  the  cause,  the  Supreme is  the  resu l t .  I  be l ieve  the
fami ly  i s  the  way:  The way to  in teg i^a te  sp i r i tua l  va lues  w i l f r  soc ia l
progress;  the_way t9 in j t iate Fatherhood and invest in brotherhood;
the_way to  rea l ' i ze  the  cosm' ic  va lue  o f  f in i te  exper ience -  a i  a  chr ia
of  God in the fami ly of  man. The fami ly can provide a safe haven, a
lov ing  embrace,  a  p lace  to  tu rn  when l i v ing  gb ts  hard .

, .1h .  fami ly  o f  u ran t ' ia  book  readers  i s  a  rea l i t y ,  no t  a  d ream.  A
lgql  i !J  unexpressed, perhaps unformed, but real ,  noir6theless.  ! l ' i th jn
this fami ly or readers we can form extended fami l ies,  we can include
mothers ,  fa thers ,  s is te rs  and bro thers ,  e lders ,  mentors  and f r iends .
R igh t .? lqng s jde  the  s tudy_grogp,  we can nur tu re  the  fami ly  g roup -  a
commjt ted and diverse fami ly of  readers who support  each oih6r jh t jmes
of  need and share  w i th  each o ther  the  bount i fu l 'harves t  o f  the  f ru i ts
of  . the sp' i r i t .  This does not require a new theology, but a i rue
ph i losophy tha t  b road ly  de f ines  fami ly  and bo ld ly  dmuraces  i t .

Then we wi l l  be more than ready to cross internat ional  borders
and expand, jn te r fa i th  boundar jes .  Then we w j l l  o f fe r  someth ing  o f
Supreme va lue  to  our  sp i r i tua l l y  hungry  b ro thers  and s is te rs  o i  a l l
fa i ths  th roughout  the  wor ld  -  a  sp i r i tua l  ph i losophy tha t  p romotes
fami iy .  l i v ing .  as  a  too l  fo r  cosmi i :  g rowth ; '  a  ph i io iop f rv  o f  i i v ing  i l ,a t
t ru ' l y  he lps  the  ch i ld  o f  God grow wi t t r in  the  f im i ly  oh  man.

Today, as we partake of  Harry 's hospj ta l i ty and celebrate July
4th,  independence day, lets recognize eath othei  as members of  an
ex tended fami ]y  .and ce leb f l le ,  _as  we l1 ,  our  in te rdependence.  Le t ,s
cher ish each and every chi ld of  God ryho gal lers wj th us here today,y9 !ng  and o ld ,  known and unknown.  A f te r -a l l ,  th js  i s  the  s tu f f  o i '
wh jch  the  Supreme js  made.  Th is ,  my bro ther i  and s is te rs ,  i i  fami ly .
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