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FREFPARING FOR HARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Topieal 5tudies based on the ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR FPARENTS
with Selectieone by Julia K. Fenderson and edited by Charles R.
Arterburn.

By wunderstanding the philosophy presented in the URANTIA Book
regarding the place of children iIn the home and In society,
parents will be better able to present the URANTIA Book teachings
to their ochilfdren.

The URANTIA Fook was given %o us with one stated purpose of
improving [Iife on +this planet, and another of enhancement of
personal relfigious experience, both of which could begin to be
implemented at once by parents in the home."
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FPREFPARING FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Topical Studies based on the ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR PARENTS

with Selections by Julia K. Fenderson and edited by Chariss H.
Arterburn.

By understanding the philosophy presented in the URANTIA Book
regarding the place of ohildren 1in the nfome and fn society.
parents will be better able to pressnt the URANTIA Book teachings
to their children.

The URANTIA Book was given to us with one stated purpose of
Improving 1ifs on this plapet, and ancther of enhancement of
personal religious experience, both orf which couid begin to bg
implemented at once by parsnts fn the home. "

1. INTRODUCTION
Ses: PAPER T4

523.5

The mountains surrounding the Garden abounded in precious
stones and metals, though these received very little attention.
The dominant idea was to be the glorification of hortloulture and
the exaltation of agriculture.

BZ2gf

When the Material Sons, the biologic uplifters, begin their
Eojourn on an evolutionary world, their place of abode is aoften
callaed the Garden of Edan.

Bz20.1

Thig recital of the affalre of a neighboring planat s made
by special permission with the intent of advancing civilization
and augmenting governmental evolution on Urantia. Huch more
ocould be mnarcrated that would mno doubt interest and intrigus
Urantianms, but this disclosure covers the limits of our
parmissive mandate.

i
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1328, 4 (Immanuel's instrugtions to Michasl at the time of his
bestowal )

LA In mll that you may parform on the world of wyour
bestowal, bear constantly in mind that wyou are living 3 life for
the instructicon and edification of all YOUT UnNiverss. Tou ars
bestowing this life of mortal incarnation upon Urantia, but wvo
arg to live such a life for the spliritual inspiration of every
human &and superhuman intslligence that has lived, nmow s8xists, oOr
may wei live om every inhabited world which has formed, now
formes. or may et form a parct of the wvast galaxy of woup
administrative domein. Your esarth life in the likeness of mortal

flesh =shall not be so lived as ko constitute an example for the
mortals of Uranmtia in the deys of your sarthly sojourn nor for
any subsequent genaration of human beings on Urantia or on any
aother world, Rather shall wour |life i1 the flesh on Urantia be
bhe imspiration for all lives upon all Hebadon worlds throughout
all generations in the ages to come.

1. THE ESSENTIAL EXPERIEMCES OF PARENTHOOD

518. %2

Na surviving mortal, midwayer, oOr saraphim may agcend to
Faradise, attein the Father, and be mustered into the Corps of
the Finality without having passed through that sublime
gxperience of achieving parental relationship %o an evolving
child of +the worlds or some other experience analogous and
gquivalent thereto. The relationship of child and parent is
fundamental to the essential concept of the Universal Father and
his universe children. Therefore doss such an expasrience become
indispensable to the sxperiential training of all ascenders.

SiG. 4

All mortal survivors who have not experienced parenthood on
the evolutionary worlds must also obtain this necessary training
while sojourning in the homes of the Jerusem Haterial Sons and as
parental associates of these superb fathers and mothers. this i=
true except In =so far a5 such mortals have been able +to
compensate their deficisncies on fthe sy¥etem nursery located on
the flrst transitional-culture world of Jerusem.

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
essential concept of the Universal Father and his universe
childran. Therafors does such an experisnce become indispensable
to bthe sxpsriential trainineg of all sEscendsrs. =l e



515.5

This probation nursery of Setania is maintained by cartain
morontia personalities on the finaliters" world, one half of the
planset being devoted to this work of child rearing. Here ars
roceived and reassembled certain children of surviving mortals,
such as those offspring who perished on the evolutionasry worlds
before sacoguiring spiritual status as individuals. The ascension
of either of its natural parents insures that such a mortal child

of the reslms will be accorded repersonalization onm the system
fTinalitsr planset and there be permitted to demonstrate by
subsequent freewill choice whether or not it elects to follow tha

rarental path of mortal ascension. Children here appear as on the
nativity world except for the absence of sex differantiation.
There is no reproduction of morctal kind after the life sxperisnce
on the inhabited worlds.

Baol .2

On: the first mansion world all surviveors must pass the
reguirgments of the parentsl commission from itheir native
planets. The presant Urantia commission consists of ftwalve

parental couples recently arrived, who have had mortal sxperience
in rearing three or more children to the pubsscent BRS. Servicae
+on this commission is rotational and dis5 for only ten years a5 a
rula., All who fail to satisfy these commissioners as to their
parental experience musti further qualify by service in  ithe homes
of the Meterial Sons on Jerusem or in part in the probationary
nursary on the finaliters" world.

1389.5

On Wednesday avening, Aprils TR, AT S, Ruth, the baby of
the Tamily, was bornmn, and to the best of his ability Jesus
endeavored +to take the place of his TfTather in comforting and
ministering to his mother during this tcyving and peculiarly sad
ordeal. For almost & score of years funtil he began his public
ministry? mno father could have |loved and nurtured his daughter
any mora affectionately and faithfully thamn Jesus carad for

little Ruth, And he was an aqually good father to all the other
members of his family.

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental te the
psgantial oconcept of the Universal Father and his universe
children. Therefore doss such an experisnce become indispensable
ko the experiential Ltraining of all ascenders. Lo b S




531, 4

Mo ascending mortal can escapa the experience of TERTITE
children--their own or others--either on the material worlds or
subsequently on the finaliter world or on Jerusem. Fathers mush
pass through this essantial gxperience just as certainly as
mothers. a5 is an unfortunate and mlistaken notion of modercn
pegoples on Urantia that echild oculture ig largely the ftask of
mothars. Children need fathers as well as mothers, and fathers

need this parental sxperience as much as do mothers.

531.5

The infant-receiving schools of Satanis are situatad on ths
finaliter world, the first of the Jerusem transition-culture
spheres. These infant-receiving schools &re enterprises devoted
to the nurture and training of the children of time, including
those who have died on the evolutionary worlds of spaca before

the ascguirement of individual status on the universs records. In
the esvent of fthe survival of either or both of such & child's
parents, the guardian of destiny, deputizes her pssociated

cherubim as the custodian of the child's potantial identity,
charging the cherubim with the responsibility of delivering this
undeveloped soul into the hands of the Mansion World Teachers in
the probationary nurseriss of the morontiis worlds,

555

Law is life itself and not the rules of its conduct. Evil is
@ transgression of law, not =a violatiopn of the rules of conduct
pertaining to 1ife, which is the law. Falsehood is not a mattar
of marration technique but something premeditated as a perversion
of truth. The creation of new pictures out of old facts, the
restatement of parental 1ife in the lives of offspring--these arse
the artistiec triumphs of truth, The shadow of & hair's turning,
premeditated for an untrus pPUurpose, the siightest twisting or
perversion of that which is principle—-these gonstitute
falsenes=e. But the fetish of factuslizsed truth, fossilized trouth,
the iron band of so=-oalled unchanging Ltruth, holds one blindly im
a closed cirele of cold fact. One can be technically right as to
fact and everlastingly wrong In the truth.

olo.l

Farents, those who hawe borne and rearad ehildren, are
better able to understand why HMichasl, a Creator-father, might be
glow to condemn and destroy his own Sons. Jagug' story of Eha

prodigal son well illustrates how & loving father can long wait
for the repentance of an erring child,

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
assential concept of the Universal Father and his universe
ahildren. Therefore doess such an experience become indispensable
to the experiesntial training of all ascenders. 516,2




Bll.2

The home life of this people has greatly improved during the
fast oentury. Attendance of parents, both fathers snd mothers,
at the parental schools of child culture is compulsory. Even the
sgriculturists who reside in small country settlements carry oOnN
this work by oorrespondencs, golng to the near=by centers for
oral instruction onoce in ten days--every two weeks, for the
maintain a five-day week.

811.3

The average number of children in sach family is five. and
they are under the full control of thelr parents or, in casm of
the demise of one or both, under that of the guardians designatsd
by the parental courts. [t is considered a great honor for any
family to be awarded the guardianship of a full orphan.
Competitive examinations are held among parents, and the orphan
is awarded to the home of those displaying the best parental
gualifications.

89359..8

Sex association is natural, but marrizge is social and has
always been regulated by the morss. The mores (religious, moral,
and ethical). together with property, pride, and chivalry,
etabilize the institutions of marriage and famil¥y. Whenewer the
mores fluctuate, there is fluctuatien In the stability of the
home-marriages instituktion. Marrisgs 15 Now passing out of the
property stage into the parsonal era. Formerly man protected
woman because ehe was his chattel, and she obeyed for Lha same
FTEREOT. Regardiess of ity merits this system did provide
stability. HNow, woman is no longer regarded as properiy, and new
mores are emerging designed %o stabilize the marriage-home
institution:

1. The new role of religion--the teaching that parental
experience is sssential, the ldea of procreating cosmic citizens,
the senlarged understanding of the privilege of procreation--
giving sons to the Fathar.

]

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
sssential concept of the Universal Father and his univarss
children. Therefore does such an experience become indispensable
to the expariential training of mll ascenders. DbLlG0.=




B840, 4

Love of offspring is slmost universal and is of distinct
gurvival value, The ancients always sacrificed the mother’s
interests for the welfare of the child; an Eskimo mother sven vet
licks heor baby in lleu of washing. But primitive mothers only
nourished and cared for their childrenp when wery young; 'ike the
animals, they discarded them &5 soon as they grew up. Enduring
and continuous human associations have never been foundsd on
biologic affection alone. The animals love theilr ehildran: man=-
civilized man--loves his echildren’s children. The higher the
civilization, the greater the Jjoy of paresnts in the children's
advancement and sucocess: thus the mew and higher resalization of
nmame, pride comes into existencs.

9&£1.3
The olden ideas of family discipline were biclogic, growing
oukt of the realization that parents wers creators of the child's

baing. The advancing ideals of family life are leading to the
concept that bringing &a child inte the world, instead of
conferring certaim parantal rights, entails the SURTeme

responsibility of humean existenca.

S41.4

Civilization regards the parents as assuming all duties, the
child as hawvwing all the rights. Respect of the child for his
parants arises, not in knowledge of the obligation implied in
parental procreation, but mnaturally prows as a result of the
CRT @, Eraining:; and affeciion which are lovingly digplayed in
pssisting the child to win fthe battlse of [ife. The ftrus parent
is engaged in a continuous service-ministry which the wise child
comeE to recognize and appreciate.

1365, &4

Because of this difference of opinion between Joseph and
Mary, Mahor requested permission to lay the whole matter beforse
JBEEUE. Jesus listened attentively, talked wgth Joseph, Mary, and
a neighbor, Jacob the stonemason, whose son was his favorite
playmate, and then, two days later, reported that since there was
such a difference of opinion among his parents and advisers, and
ginae he did not feel competent to assume the responsibility for
such & decislon, not fesling strongly one way or the 'other, in
vigw of the whole situation, he had finally declded to "talk with
my Father who is in heaven"; and while he was not perfectiy surse

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
gzssantial concept of the Universal Father and his universs
children. Thersefore does such an edperisnce become indispensable
to the experiential training of all agcenders. 5S1G.2




about %ha answWwer, he rather felt he should remain at home "with
my father and mother," adding, "they who love me so much should
be able to do more for me and guide me more safely than strangers
who can only view my body and observe my mind but can hardly
truly know ma."”™ They all marveled, and Nahor went his way, back
to Jerusalam. And it was many vears beforse the subject of Jesus’
going away from home BEgain came up for consideration.

LETE, 2

Z. "Happy are the merciful, Ffor they shall obiain mercy."
Mercy here denotes the height and depth and breadih of the truast
friendship--loving-kindness. Hercy scmetimes may be passive, but
here it ig mctive and dynamic--supreme fatherliness. & loving
parent experiences little difficulty in forgiving his child, esven
many times. And in an unspoiled child the wurge to relisve
guffering is natural. Children are normally kind and sympathetic

when oid enough to appreciate actual conditions.

1589.4

Andrew was much occupied with the task of adjusting the
constantly recurring misunderstandings &and disagreements between
the disciples of John and the newer disciples of Jesus. Serious
situations would arise savery few davs, but Andrew, with +the
assistance of his apostolic associates, managed to induce the
contending parties to come to some sort of agreement, at least
temporarily. Jesus refussd to participate in &sny of thaEae
conferences; neither would he give any advice about the proper
adjustment of these difficulties. He negvar onoce offarsed a
suggestion as to how the spostles should solve these perplexing
problems When Andrew came to Jesus with these questions, he
would always say: "It is not wise for the host to participate in
the family troubles of his guests; a wise parent never takes
pldes in the petty guarrels of his own children."

18755

"lntelligent children do neot fear their father in erder that
they may receive good gifts from his handi but having alreaady
received the abundance of good things bestowed by the dictates of

the father's affectien for his sons and daughters, these much
loved ochildren are led to love their father 1In responsive
recognition and appreciation of such munificent bensficence. The

goodness of God leads to repentance; the beneficence of God leads
to service:; the mercy’ of God leads to salvation: while the love
of God leads to intellligent and fresheartaed worship.

= |

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
essential conocept of the Universal Father and his universe
ehildren. Therefors does such an experience become indispensable
to the expariential training of all sscendsrs. G516.2




1839, 4

After Jesus had talked about marriage and divorce, later on
that evening his apostles privately asked m@many additional
questions, and his answers to these inquiries relieved their
minds of many misconceptions. &t the conclusion of this
conference Jesus caid: "Marrisge is hornarable and Feita bs
desired by all men. The fact that the Son of Man pursues his
earth mission mlone is in no way a reflection on the desirability
of marriage. That | should so work is the Father's will, but this
cgame Father has directed the creation of male and famalse, and it
ie the divipne will that men and women should find their highest
service and consequent jov in the establishment of homes for the
reception and training of chilldren, in the creation of whom these
parents become copartners with the Makers of heaven and earth,

and for this causs 'shall B man lesave hies father and mother and
shall ecleave to his wife, and fhey two shall bBecoms as ons. "
1828, 2

After a short silence Jesus looked significantiy at all four
and answeresd: "My brethren, ¥ou err in your opinions because you

do not comprehend the nature of those intimate &and loving
relstions between the creaturse and the Creator, between man and

God. You fail to grasp that understanding sympathy which the
wise parent entertains for his Iimmature and sometimes erring
ahi ld. kit iz indeed doubtful whether intelligent and
affectionate parents are called upon to forgive an average and
normal child. Understanding relationships associeted with
attitudes of love effectively prevent all those estrangements
which later necessitate the readjustment of repentance by the

child with forgiveness by the parent.

1828.3

"A part of every father lives in the chiild. Tha father
enjoys priority and superiority of understanding in all matters
connected with the child-parent relationship. The parent iz able
to view the immaturity of the child in the light of the more
advanced. parental maturity, the riper experience of the older
partnar. With the sarthly child &and the heavenly Father, the
divine parent possesses Infinity and divinity of sympathy and
capacity for loving wunderstanding. PDivine forgiveness Is

inevitable; It Ia inherent and inalienable In Ged's infinits
understanding, in his perfect knowledge of all that concerns the
mistaken judgment and erroneous choosing of the child. Divine
justice is s0 esternelly fair +that 4t unfailingly embodies
understanding marcy.

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
assentizgl concept of the Universal Father and his universs
children. Therefore does such an experience become indispensable
to the experiential training of all ascenders. §16.,2




1888, &
"When a wise man understands the {fnner impulses of his

fel lows, he will love them, And when you love your brother, you
hawve already forgiven him. This capacity to understand man'"s
nature and forgive his apparent wrongdoing is God like. I'tT ¥ou
are wise parents, this is the way you will love and wunderstand
your children, even forgive them when transient misunderstanding
has apparently ssparated wyou. The child, being immaturs and

lacking in the fuller understanding of the depth of +the chilld-
father relationship, must frequently Tee]l 8 sense of guilty
ggparation from a father's full spproval, but the true father is
never conscious of any such separation. 5in is an expariesnce of
gcreature consciousness, 1t is mot a part of God's consciousness.

1B898.5

"Your inability of unwillingness to forgive your fellows is
the measure of your immaturcity, your fallure to asttain adult
sympathy, understanding, and love. You hold grudges’ and nurss
vengaefulness in direct proportion to yvour lgnorant of the inner
nature and ktrues longings of your children and y¥our fellow beings.
Love is the ocutworking of the diwvine ‘and inmer urge of l[ife. [t
ig founded on understanding, nurtursed by unsslifish sarvice, and
perfected in wisdom.

2089, 1

In the wearthly I|life of Jesus, religion was & living
expsriencs, 3 dirsct and personsl movement from spiritual
reverance to practical righteousness. The faith aof Jesus bore

the transocendent fruits of the divine spirit. His faith was not
immature and credulous like that of & child, but in many ways it
did resemble the unsuspecting trust of the child mind. Jesus
trusted God much as the child trusts s parent: He had a profound
gonfidence in the universe--just such a trust as the child has in

its parental enviconment. Jesus' wholehearted faith in the
fundamental goodness of the universe wvery much resembled the
child®*s trust in the security of 1its earthly surroundings. He

depended on the heavenly Father as a <child leans upon its sarthly
parent, and his fervent faith never for ona moment doubted the
certainty of the heavenly Father's overcars. He was —not
disturbed seriously by fears, doubts, and skepticism. Unbelief
did no inhabit the free and original expression of his life. He
comibined the stalwart and intelligent courage of a full-grown man
with the sincere and trusting optimism of a believing child, His
faith grew to such heights of trust that it was dewocid of fear.

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
essantias] concept of the Universal Father and his universs
shildren. Therefore does Buch an sxperisnce become indispensable
to the experiential training of all ascenders. 516.2




11, THE FAMILY AND HOME

5 B s

Thesae Haterisl Sons are the highest type of sex-reproducing
beings +to b©e found on the training spherss of the evolyving
universes. And they are really material; even the Flanetary Adams
and Eves are plainly visible to the mortal races of the inhabited
worlids. These Haterial Sons are the last and physical Iink in
the chain of personalities sxtending from divinity and perfection
above down to humanity and material sxistence below. Thess Sons
provide the inhabited worlds with a mutualliy contactable
intermediary between the invigible Planetary Prince and the
metarial creatures of the realms.

515, 4

These Haterial Sons and Daughters are the permaneant
inhabitants of Jerusem and lts assccliated worlds. They occupy
vast estates on Jerusem and participate liberally in the logal
management of the capital sphere, administering practically all
routine affalrs with the assistance of the midwavers and the
ascendere.

5167

The Material Sons and Daughters, together with their
children, present an snegaging spectacle which never falls ta
arouse the curiosity and intrigue the attention of all ascending
morktals. They are so similar to your own material sex races that
vou both find much of common interest to engage vour thoughts and
acCupy yYour ssasons of fraternal contact.

B3Z2.1

On the Mursery world, probastionary creaturss are grouped
according fto whether or not +they have Adiusters, for the
Adjusters come to indwell these material children just as on the
worlds of Lime. Children of pre-Adjuster apges are cared for in
families of five, Tanging in ages from oOnNg YE&AT gnd undar up to
approximately five wyears, or that age when the Adjuster arrives,

10
The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
assential concept of the Universal Father and his unlverse
achildran. Therefore does such an sxperience become indispensable
to the sxperiential training of all ascenders. Sl 2




532.3
The Adjuster-indwelt children and wyouths on the finaliter
world are also reared in families of five, ranging in ages from

gix to fourteen; approximaetely, these familiss consist of
ochildren whose ages are six, gight, ten, twelve, and fourteen.
Any time after sixtesn, if final choice has been mads, they
transtate to the first mansion world and begin their Paradise
ascent. Some make &8 choice before this sgg and EO oOmn to the
ascension spheres, but wery few achildren under slkteen vears of
age, az reckoned by Urantia standards, will 'be found on the

mansion worlds.

GlE.5

If an affeactionate father of & l|large family ochoosses to show
mercy to one of his children pguilfty of grievous wrongdoing, it
may well be that the extension of mercy to this misbehaving child

will work & temporary hardship upon all the other and well-
behaved childran. Such eventuslitiss are insvitable; such a risk
is inseparable from the reality sltuation of having a loving

Parent and of bsing a member of s family group. Each membsr of a3
family profits by +the righteous conduct of every other member;
likewise must each mamber suffer the immediate time-conssguences
of the misconduct of ewvery other member. Families, Eroups,
nations, racss, worlds, systems, constellations, and universas
are ralationships of association which possess Individuality; and
therefore does every member of any such group, large or small,
reap the benefits and suffer the consegquences of the rightdoing
and the wrongdoing of all other members of the group concerned,

G255

On &these superb worlds the childbsaring period is mnot
greatly prolonged. [t I not best for +too many years to
intervene bestwesn the ages of =& family of children, When close
together in age, children are gble fto contribute much more to
their mutual training. And on these worlds they are
magnificently trained by the competitive systems of keen Biriving
in the edvanced domaines and divisionse of diverse schisvement in

the mastery of truth, heauty, and goodnass. Mever fear but that
guch glorifised spherss present plenty of evil, resl and
potential, which is stimulative of the choosing between truth and
arror, Eood and svil, sin and righteocusness,

11

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
essential concept of the Universal Father and his universa
children. Therefore does such an experience become indispensablae
to the experiential training of all ascenders. 5S51G6.2




30,6

On a normal world the biclogic fitness of the mortal race
was long since brought wp to a high level during the post-Adamic
epochss and now, from age to =sge throughout the settled eras the
phy¥ysical svolution of man continues. Both wision and hearing ars
extended. By now the population has become stationary in
numbers. Reproduction is regulated in accordanca wWith planstary
requiremsnts and innate herseditary sendowments: The mortals on a
planet during this age are divined intc from five to ten groups,
and the lower groups are permitied fto producs only one half as
many children as the higher. The continued improvement of such a
magnificent race throughout the ars of light and life is largely
g matter of the selective reproduction of those racial strains
which exhibit superior gqualitises of social. philosophic; cosmio,
prd spiritual naturs.

I'Bl.. THE HOME T.1EE

= 1 A

On this =sontinent it is agsinst the law for two families to
live under the same roof. And since group dwellings have been
outlawed, most of the tenement type of bulldings have baen
demolished. But the unmarried still live inclubs, hotels, and
other group dwellings. The =zmallest homesite permitted must
prowvide fifty thousand sguare fest of land. All VYand and other
property used for home purposes are free from taxation up to ten
times the minimum homesite allotment.

811.4

These people regard the homs &8 Ehe basic institution of
their civilization. It is expected that the most valuable part
of a8 <child's education and charactsr training will bs secursd
from his parents and at home, and fathers devoite almogt &g muah
attention to child culture as do mothers.

Bil.5

A1l sex instruction is administered in the home by parents
or by legal guardians. Moral instruction is offeared by teachers
during the rest periodse in the school shops, but nokt so with

religious training, which is deemed to be the exclusive privilega
of parents, religion being looked upon ag an Integral part of
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home life. Purely religious instruction is given publicly only in
tha temples of philosophy, no such eaxclusively religious
institutions as the Urantia churcohes having developed among these
people. In their phileoscophy, religion is the striving to know God
and to manitest love for one's fellows through service for them,
but this is not typlcal of the religious status of +the other
nations on this planet. Heligion is so0 entirely a family matter
among these people that there are no public places devoted
gxolusively to religiocus assembly. Folitieally, churah and state,
s Urantians are wont to say, are entirely szeparate, bul there is
a strange overlapping of religion and philosophy.

848,08

The obssrvation of Absel'E conduct sstablishes the valus of
environment and esducsation as factors in character development,
Abel had an ldeal {nherltance, and heredity lias at the bottom of

all characteri but =tThe Iinfluence of =an inferior environment
vwirtually nsutralized +this magnificent inheriftance. Abal,
ggpocially during his younger years, was greatly influsnced by
his uniavorabise surroundings. He would have become an entirely

different persorn had he lived to be twenty-five or +thirty: his
guparb Inheritance would then have shown itself. While a good
environment cannot contribute much toward really overcoming the
character handicaps of a base heredity, & bsd environment (=F- R
vary effectively spolil an excellent inheritance, at least during
the younger wears of lifs. Good social environment @nd proper
education are indispensable soil and atmosphere for getting the
most out of a good inheritanos.

Bl3:1

Marriage--mating--grows oult of bissxuality. Harriage I3
man's reactional adjustment to such bisexuality, while the family
life is the sum totzal resulting from all such evolutionary and
sdaptative adjustments. Marriage is enduring: it is not inherent
in biologic ewvolution, but it is the basis of all social
gvolution and i therefore certain of centinued skistence in some
form., Marriage has given mankind the home, and the home is the

crowning glory of the whole long &and arduous evolutionarcy
religious, social, and sducational institutions are all esssantial
to. ‘the survival of ocultural civilization, the rfamily Iis the
master civilizer. A child learns most of the essentials of life

from his famlily and the neighbors.
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Bi3.3

The humans of olden times did not possess & very rich social
gcivilization, but such &3 they had they faithfully and
effectively passsed on to the naxt ganeration. And you should
recognize that most of these civilizations of the past aontinuad
to gvolve with a bare minimum of other institutienal influences
because the home was sffectively funotioning. Today the human
races possess & rich social and cultural heritsge, and it should
be wisely and seffectively passed on to succeeding gensrations.
The family &5 &n =sducational institution must be maintained.

813.8
The regulation of sex in relation to marrisgs indicates:

1. The relative progress of civilization. Civilization has
increasingly demanded that sex ©be gratified din useful channe | s
and in accordance With the mores.

2. The amount of Andits stoek in any people, Among such
groups Sa@X hes become expressive of both the highest and the
lowest in both the physical and emotional natures.

814&.5

[ [=! humsn amation oF impulee, when unbridiaed and
overindul ged, pan produce so much harm and sorrow as this
powerful sex urge. Intelligent submission of this impulse to the
regulations of society 1is the suprems test of the actuality of
any civilization. Self=cantrol, mora and more self-contral, is
the ever—-increasing demand of advancing mankind. Secrecy, insin-
cerity, and hypocrisy may obscurs sex problems, but they do net

provide solutions, ner do they sdvance ethics.

S27.8

Monogamy is the wyardstick which measures the advance of
gocial civilization as digstinguised fraom purely biologic
avolution, Monogamy i® not necessarily biologie or natural, but
it is indispensable %o the immediatse maintenance and further
development of social civilization. [t contributes to a delicacy
of sentiment, @& refinement of moral characier, and a spiritual
growth whiech &are utterly impossible in pol¥ygamy. A wOman never

=pn becoms an icdeal mother when she is all the while compelled to
engage in rivalry for her husband's affections.
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928,11
Fair marriage favors and fosters that intimate understanding

and effective co-operation which is best for parental happiness,

child welfare, and social efficiency. Marriage, which began in
crude cosrcion, is gradually evolwing into a magnificent
institutieon of self-culture, self-control, gelf-expression, and

eglf-perpetuation.

BZB. 2

In the sarly svolution of the marital morses, marrisgs wags 3
loose union which could be terminated at will, and the childran
alvays followed the mother, the mother-child bond is instinctive
and nas funcitioned regardlessof the developmental stage of the
mores.

228, 7

The real Ltaest of marrisge, sll down through the ages, has
been that continuous intimacy which is inescapable in all family
lifa. Two pampsred =&nd spoilsd youbhs, sducsted +to sxpect svery
indulgence and full gratification of vanity and ega, can hardly
hope fto maks & great success of marrisge and home building--3
lifa-long partnership of self-effacement, compromise, devotion,
and unsselfish dedication to child-culturs,

528.2
But JidE L £0 long &5 socisty falls to properly educate
children and youths, so long as the social order fails to provide

adequate premarital training, and so long s unwise and immaturs
vouthful ddealism is to be +Lhe arbiter of ths sentrance upon
marrisge, just so long will divorce remain pravelent., And in so
far as the sogial group falls short of providing marriage
preparation for youths, to that extent must divorece funoction as
the soeclal safety wvalve which prevents still worse situations

during the ages of the rapid growth of the evolving mores.

g9£8.3

The ancients Eeam to have regarded marriage just about as
seriously a5 Eome pressnt-day peoples do. And it does not appear
Lhat many of the hasty and unsuccessful marriages of modern times
are mich of an improvement over the ancient practices of
qualifying young men and women for mating. The great
inconsistency of modern sociey is to sxalt love and to idealize
marriage while disapproving of the fullest examination of both.
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S3051

Mevertheless, there is an ideal of marriage on the sSpheres
on high. 0On the capital of sach local system the Material Sons
and Daughters of God do portray the haight of the ideals of the
union of man and woman 4in the bonds of marriage and for the
purpose of procreating =and rearing offspring. After all, the
ideal mortal marrisge is humanl!y sacred. o

B30, 4

The idesls of marriage have made great progress in recant
times: among some peoples womsn enjoys practicaliy equal rights
with her consart, In concept, at least, the family is becoming =
loyal partnership for rearing offspring, sccompanied by sexual
fidelity. But even this newer wversion of marcrlage naed not
presume to swing so far to the extreme as to confer mutual
monopo Ly of all personality and individualiity, Marriage is not
just an individualistic ideal; it is kha evolwving social
partnership of & man and a woman, existing and functioning under
the current morss, restricted by the taboos, and snforced by the
laws and regulations of society.

= P L5

Material necessity founded marriage, sex hunger embellished
it, religion sanctioned and exalted it, the state demanded and
regulated it, while in later times svolving love is beginning to
fustify and glorify marriage as the ancestor and arestor of
civilization's most useful and sublime fnstitution, the home. And
home building should be the center and essence of all educational
effort.

g939. 3

Marriage is tha mother ot human inmstitutions. fop it
leads directly to home founding and home malntenance, which is
the strustural basis of society. The family is vitally linked to
the mechanism of self-maintenance; it is the sole hope of race
perpetuation under the mores aof gpivilization, while at the same
tima It most effectly provides certain highly satisfactory forms
of self-gratification. The family is man's greatest purely human
schievement, combining =& it does the evolution of the biolegie
raglations of male and female with the social! relations of husband
and wifs.
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S35 4
Sex mating is instinctive, ehildren are the natural result,

=nd tha family thus automatically comes into existencs. A5 are
kha families of the race or mnation, 50 is its EBociesty. if the
families are good, the society {is likewlise Egood. Tha great

aultura]l stability of the Jewish and of the Chinese peEoples [l1es
in the strength of their family groups.

539.6

Sex association is natural, but marriage is social and has
always been regulated by the mores. The mores f(religious, moral,
and e®ethical). together with property, pride, and ochivalry,
stabilize the institutions of marriage and famlly. Whenever the
mores fluctuate, thers is fluctusation in the stability of the
home-marriage institution. Marriage is now passing ocut of the
property staga  into the personal  Bra. Formerly man protectad
woman because she was his chattel., and she obeyed for the samse
rEaAs0n. Regardless of its merits this system did provide
stability. Mow, woman is no longer regarded as property, and new
mores are gmerging designed to @stabilize Lthe marriage-home
institution:

1. The new role of religion--the teaching that parsntal
experience is essential, the idea of procreating cosmic citizens,
the enlarged understanding of +the privilege of procrestion--
giving sons to the Father.

2. The new role of science--procreation {8 becoming more =snd
more voluntary, subject to man's control. In ancient +times lack
of understanding insured +the appearance of chlldren in the
absence of all desire therefor.

3. The new function of pleasure lures--this inftroduces a new
factaor inte racial survival; ancisnt man @xposed undesired
ahildren to die; moderns refuse to bear them.

4., The enhancement of parental instinct. Each generation
now tends +to eliminate from the reproductive siream of the race
those individuals in whom parental instinct dis insufficiently
strong to insure the procreation of ohildre, the prospective
perents of the next generation.

15T
The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
essential coneept of the Uniwversal Father mnd his universe
children. Therefore doegs guch an sxperience become (ndispensable
to the experlential training of all ascenders. 516.2




40,1

But the home as an institution, a2 partnership between one
Ean-and one WoOman, dates more specifically from fhe days of
Dalamatia, about one-half million wears &go, the monogamous
practices of Andon and his immediate descendantis hawving been
abandoned long before. Family life, however, was not much to
boast of before the days of the Hodites and the later Adamites.
Adam and Eve exerted a lasting influence on &ll mankind; for the
firgt +time in Ehe history of the world men and women ware
obsarved working side by side in the Garden. The Edenic idea, the
whole family a5 gardeners, was 3 new idea on Urantia.

341.5

in the presant industirial and wurban ara Lhe marriage
institution is evolving along new sconomic lines. Family life has
bgcome more and more coestly, whila children, who used to ba an
asget, have become economic liabilities. But. the geourity of
ciyilization itself still rests on the growing willingnsss of one
genaration to invest in the welfare of the next and future
Eensrations, And any atiempt to shifit parsntal responsibility to
state or chureh will prove suicidal to the welfare and
advancement of eivilization.

941.6

Marriage, with <hildren and consequent family Iife, is
stimulative of the highest potesntials in human mnaturs and
glmultanecusly provides the ideal &avenue for the expression of

these quickened atiributes of mortal persconality. The family
provides for the bioclogic perpetuation of the human epecies. The
homa iz tha natural social arena wherein the sethicse of blood
bBrotherhood may be pgrasped by the growing chlldren. The family Is
the fundamental unity of fraternity in which parents and children
learn those |lessons of patiesnce, altruism, tolerance, mrd
forbearance which a&are so0 assential ko the realization of
brotherhood among &ll men.

= 35 |

Family life is the progenitor of trus morality, the ancestor
af e coneciousness of lovalty to duty, The enforced
associations of family life stabilize perscnality and stimulate
its pgrowth through the compulsion of mnecessitous adjustment to
obther and diversa personalities. But even more, a triue family=-=-a
good, familv=-=reveals to the parental procreators the attitude of
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the Creator te his echildren, while at +the same time such true
parents portray to their children the first of a long series of
ascending disclosures of the love of the Faradlse parent of all
universe children.

THE PLEASURE HMAMIA

H4x, 2

The great threat asgainsi family life is the menacing rising
tide of self-pgratification, the modern pleasure mania. The prime
incentive to marriage used to be esconomic; s@x attraEction was
secondary. Marriage, founded on self-maintesnancs, led to sslf-
perpetuation and concomitantly provided one of the most desirabla
forms of seplf-gratification. & is the only institution of human

‘society which embraces all thres of the great incenktives for
living.
84z .3

Original Iy, property wag the basic institution of sslf-
maintenancs, while marrisge functioned a5 the unigue institution

of self-perpetuation., Although food satisfaction, play, and
humor, aslong Wwith periocdic sasx indul gence, were means of self-
gratification, it remalns a fact that the evolving mores have
failed to build any distinct institution of self-gratificatlion.
And it is due to This fallure to evolve specialized fechnigues of
Plsasurable snioymsnt, that all human institutions are g0
completely shot through with this pleasure pursuit. Property
sgocumulation is becoming an instrument for augmenting all forms
of self-gratification, while marriage is often viewed only as a
means of pleasure. And this overindulgencs, this widely spread
pleasure mania, now constitutes the greatest threat that has eaver
been leveled at the social evolutionary institution of family
life, the homa.

B42, &

The wviolet race Introduced & new and only imparfectly
realized characteristic into the experience of humankind--thao
play instinct coupled with the sense of humor. [t was there in
MESEUTE in the Sangiks and Andonites, but +the Adamic strain
elewvated this primitive propensity into the potential of
pleasure, a new and glorified form of sali-gratification. Tha
basic type of self-gratification, aside from appeasing hunger, is
s8x gratification, and this form of sensual pleasure was
ENOCMoUs |y heizhtened by the blending of the Sangiks and the
Andites,
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DE4E.5

There is real danger in the combination of restlessness,
curiosity, adventurs, and pleasure-abandon characteristic of the
post-Andite races. The hunger of the soul cannot be satisfisd
with physical pleasures;: the love of home and children is not
augmented by ths unwiss pursuit of plessure. Though wou sxhaust
the resources of art, color, sound, rchythm, music, and adornment
of person, ¥ou cannok hope thereby to elevate the soul or to
nourish the spirit. Vanity and fashion cannot minister to home
building and child culture; pride and rivalry ars powserless to
enhance the survival gualities of succeeding generations.

aivyg. 1

Do not Ley to watisfy the curiosity or gratify all tha
latent adventurse surging within the soul in one short life in the
flesh. Be patient! be not tempted to indulge in a lawlese plungse
intoc cheap and sordid adventiure, Harness your esnergies and bridle
¥our passions; be calm while vou await the majestic unfelding of
an endless carger of progressive adventure and thrilling
discovery.

B43.1

Let man enjoy himsalfi: let thes human race find pleasure in a
thousand and one wavs; let evolutionary mankind explore all forms
of legitimate self-gratification, the frults of the long upward
biologizs struggle. Man has well esarned soms of his present-daw
jorys and pleasures., But look vou wall +to the goal of destiny!
FPleasures are indeed suicidal if they succeed 1in destroying
property, which has become the (nstitution of selif-maintenance;
and: self-pgratifications have indeed cost a fatal price if fre
bring about the collapse of marriage; the decadence of family
life, and the destiruction of the home--man's Bupreme evolutionary
acquirement and civilization’s only hope of survival.,

1Z241.3

The teaching about gusrdian angsls i=s not & myth; certain
groups of human beings do actually have personal angels. It was
in recognition of this that Jesus, in speaking of the children of
the heavenly kingdom, sald: "Take heed that vou despise not one
of these littles ones, for [ say to wyou, their angels do alwavs
behold the presence of the spirit of my Father."™
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1286,1

7. The angels of enlightenment. Urantia is now recelying the
help of the third corps of seraphim dedicated to the fostoring of
planatary sducation. Thess angels are occupied with mental and
moral training as it concerns individuals, families, EroOuUps,
schools, communitiess, nations, and whole races.

1266.,.3

g, The home seraphim. rantlia now anjeys the sarvices of
the fifth group of | angelie ministers dedicated to the
prasarvation and advancemant gf the home, the basic institution
of human cixillization.

TERL ]

The family occupied the very center of Jesus' philosophy of
life--here and hereafter. He based his teachings about God on the
family, while he sought to wcorrect +thse Jewish tendency to
overhonor ancestors. He exalted family life as tha highest human
duty but made it plain that family relationships must not
interfere with religious obligations. He called attention to the
fact that tha family is = teamporal ingtituktion; that it does nokt
survive death. Jesus did not hesitate to give up his family when
the family run oounter to the Father's will. He taught Lhe new
and larger brotherhood of men--the sons of God. Iln Jesus’ time
divorce practices were lax in Falestine and throughout the Roman
Empire. He repesatedly refused to lay down laws regarding marriage

and divorce, but many of Jesus’ garly followsrs had strong
opinions on diverce and did not hesitate to attribute them to
him. Al of the MNew Testament wrliters held o these more

stringent and advanced ideas about divorce axcept John Mark.

1603.6

He next explained that the "kingdom idea™ was nokt Lthe besit
way to illustrate man’s relation to Godj that he employed such
figuree of spesch bacause the Jewish peoplis wWere @axpeciing the
kingdom, and becauss John had preached in terms of the coming
kingdom. Jesius said; "The paople of another age will better
understand the gospal of the kingdom when it is presented in
terms expressive of the family relationship--when man understands
religion as the +teaching of +the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man, senship with God." Then the Master
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discoursed at SOMme length on the earthiy family &g an
{llustration of the heavenly family, restating the two
fundamental laws of living: the first commandment of love for the
father, the head of the family, and the second commandment of

mutual lowve among the children, to love your brother as wourself.
And then he sxplained that such a guality of brotherly affection
would dnvariably manifest itsalf in unselfish anmd loving social

sarvice.

1603. 7

Following that, came the memorsble discussion of khe
fundamental characteristices af family lifs and their applicatiaon
to the relationship existing between God and man. Jesus stated

that a2 true family is founded on the following seven factsi

180%, 0
1. The Ffagf of gxistence. The relationships of nature and
the phenomens of mortal likenesses are bound up in +the family:

“hildren inherit certain parental traits. The shlidren taks
origin in the parentsj personality existence depends on the ack
of the parent. The relationship of father and child is inherent

in all nature and pervades all living existances.

2. Securiiy and pleasure. True fathers take pgreat pleasure
in providing for the needs of their chlldren. MHany fathers are
not content with supply¥ing the mere wants of their children but
enjoy making provision for their pleasures also.

3, Education and training. Wiss fathers oarefully plan for
the education and adeguate training of their sons and daughters.
When young they are prepared for the greater responsibllities of
lakter lifw.

4. Discipline and restraint. Farseeing fathers also maka
provision for the necessary discipline, guidance. correction, and
cometimes rastralin of their woung and immature offspring.

5, Companicnship and loyvalty. The affectionate father holds

intimate and loving intercourse with hiz ohildren, Alwawvs is his
ear open to their petitions; he is sver ready to share thelir
hardships and assist them over their difficulties. Tha father is

supremely interested in the progressive welfare of his progeny.
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&. Love and mercy. A compassionate father is freely

forgiving; fathers do not hold vengeful memories asgainsi Lftheir
children. Fathers are not like Jjudges, enemies, or creditors.
REaal famlliss Br8 built upon tolerance, patisnce, and

forgiveness.

T+ FProvigion fop the ruture. Temporal fathers like to lsave
an inheriteance for their sons. The family continuss from one
generation to another. Death only ends one generation Lo mark
the beginning of another. Death terminates an indiwvidual life but
not necessarily the familwy.

1604, 1

For hours Lha Mastar discusgsad tha appl iomktlon of thaga
features of family life to the relations of man, the sarth child,
to God, the Paradiss Father. And this was his conclusion: "This
entire relationship of a son to the Father, 1 know in perfection,
for all that vou must attain of soanship in the eternal futura |
havea now already attainesd. The Son of HMan is prepared to ascend
to the right hand of the Father, so0 that in me is the way now
open still wider for all of ¥ou to sese God and, sre wou have
finished the glorious progression. to bescome perfect, even as
your Father in heawven is perfect.

153359. 4

After Japus had talked about marriage and divorce, later on
that avening his apostles privately asked many additional
questions, and his answers to fthese ingquiriss reliewved their
minds of many m@misconceptions. At the conclusion of this
conference Jesus said: "Marrisge is' honorable and is to be
desired by all men. The fachk that the Son of Han pursuss his
garth mission alone is in no way a reflection on the desirability
of marrisgs. That | should so work is the Father's will, but this
same Father haes directed the creation of male and female, and It
iz the divine will that men and women should find their highest
service and consequent joy in the sstablishment of homes for the
raception and training of ehildren, in the creation of whom these
parents become copartners with the HMHakers of heaven and earth.
and for this cause shall a man lesave his father and mothsr =and
shall cleave to his wife, and Lhey two shall become as ogne."”
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1821.5

In the <course of this day's wvwisiting with John HMark, Jesus
spent considerable time comparing their early childhood and latsr
boyvhood sxperiences. Although John's parents possesszsed more of
this worpld's goods than had Jesus’ parants, there was much
exparience In thedir bovhood which was very similar. Jesus said
many things which helped John better to understand his parents
and other members of his family. When the lad asked the Hastaer
how he <could know that he would turn out €to be a "mighty
messengser of the kingdom.,” Jesus sald:

18921.6

"] know wou will prove loyal to the gospel of the kingdom
because | can depend upon vour present faith and Fove when these
qualitias are groundad wupon such an early training as has bean
your portion at home, You are the product of a home where the
parsnts bear ssch othsr 5 sincere affection, and therefore vou
have not bean averloved so as injuriously to exalt your concept

of sslf-importance. Maither has your personality suffered
distortion in consegquence of your parents’ loveless maneuvering
for your confidence and leoeyalty, the one against the okther. You

have enjoved that parental love which insures laudable self-
confidence and which fosters normal feelings of security. But wou
have alsoc been fortunate in that your parents possessed wisdom as

wall as love; and it was wisdom which lad them to withhold mast
forme of indulgence and many luxuriss which wealth can buy while
they s8nt waou to the E¥YM&gDEUE school along with YO
neighborhood playfellows, and they also sncourage wou to learn
how to live in this world by parmitting you to have original
experisnace, Tou came over ko the Jordan, where we preached and
John's disciples baptized, with your y¥oung friend Amos. Both of
you desired o go with us. When you returned to Jepusalem, ¥our

parents consented: Amos's parents refused; they loved ftheir son
g0 much that they denied him %the blessed e=xperience which you
have had, ewven such a5 ¥ou this day sniov. By running away from
home, Amos could have Jjoined us, but in 5o doing hes would hawve
wounded love snd sacrificed lovalty. Even if such & course had
bean wise, it would have been a terrible price +to pay for

exparience, independence, and liberty. Wige parents, such as
yours, see to it that their children do not have fto wound lowvwe or
gtifle lovalty Iin order to develop independence and enjoy

invigorating liberty when they have grown up fo your ags.
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children. Therefore doss such an sxpsrience becoms indispensable
to the experiential training of &ll ascenders. ©LI16.2




1522, 2

"Your young friend Amos believas this gospel of the kinmgdom
just as much as ¥ou, but 1 cannot fully depend upon himi; | am not
certain about what he will do in ths years fto come. His sarly

Homa life was not such as would produce a wholly dependable
pErson. Amos is much like one of the apostles who failed to enjoy

& mormal, lowing, and wise home training. Your whole afterlife
Wwill be mors happy and dependable beceuse you spant your first
aight vears in & mormal and well-regulated home. You PpoSSess &
strong &nd well-knit character because »ou grew up in a home
where love prevailed and wisdom reigned. Such &8 childhood
training produces = type of loyalty which assuras me that vou
will go through with the course you have begum.”

1822, 4

It i our sinceare belief that the gospel of Jesus' teaching,
founded as . it ls on the father-child relationship, can hardly
anjoy & world-wide acceptance until such & time as the home life
of tha modern oivilized pecples embraces more of love and more of
wisdom. Motwithstanding that parsnts of the twentisth century
poesess pgreat knowledge and increased truth for impreving the
homs and snnobling the home l|lifa, it remains a fack that very faw
modern homes are such good plaocges in. which o nurture boys and
girls as Jessus' home in Galilese and John Mark's home in Judea,

albait the sacoeptance of Jesus" gospel will result in the
immediates improvemsent of homs lifs. The lovs lifs of 5 wisgs home
and the loyal devotion of trus religion e=sxsrt a profound
reciprocal influence upon each other, Such & home life snhances

religion, and genuine religion alwaws glorifises the homs,

The relationship of child and parent is fundamental to the
essential concept of the Universal Father and his universa
children. Thereforse doss such an experisnce become Indispensable
to the experiential training of all ascenders. BlBE.2




