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Mo peneration has had the choless of 11fe work that Anewipsan wouth hag
today. Dut many chcicss do not mean ppsa of decisicn——cuite the contrary.

I ypakneas in our whole avsten of 1ife work end preparation "or it can ba
illuatrated this way: & fust-turned-seventeen year old hoy is explorirs with
kle puidance gounsellcr the guestion of his schedile for hia Sanior year,
"Doaa ha ¥mow what he wants to be? o he have a sperisl interest nrenl?!
Yo, mot particulariy, ‘he systanm seys he rugt chcose o collega with carcer
in rind, and that he con't nake wp his crogram wti1l he's ckosen A pollopa.
dnil 50 he selocts as meneral a eolloge brogran as he can, and Teta the renl
choosin: walt. bood often reaulta, ut thers arc o lob of ancions Jmmior
boys, and pome mirisy tlhough plrle sve peperells Lesa prishcd b this: Fori-
unetely collexe educators and some perents ere no longer thunder sbruck at the
"year off" during college, to help the srowing pevson achisve what he coulda't,
or pogeible shouldn't, as & Junior in hiph schocl,

I heve not been able to find e well conaidsred estirdte of tha mmber of
visibly worldess young people. “escauae ther are publicized, thay have an in-
pact on the thidlding of high aehorlars out of proportion to thedir number, I
Teul sure, dhat lends to perdods of sidlesa, uiccnmitted. often wendering
idlenasn? I submit ot least thesst dr-elevance o hish sehool prorrans,

(am mtudants view 1ife), laelk of urderstending of pettinge and growding roney
or the patisfontion of worl, {pr_'--hapa ven have rend Jdapes Mighena='~ Tha
m}, ani finally, no feeling of lwin+ melated to a plan, or wart of n
fabrie in Tanily, soclety or cosmos. Uf vourse there 1z a considorebla nunber
of high schocol kide who hold joba, tut students are expressing feslings

that work must bave more meaning and velue for it to be worth much effort,

gad 1t must be dacidedly mare personsl.

The mass madis, aspeciallsy tolevinlion, heve come to axert an influsnoe on
voung people ofton 4z graat as parents or pesrs. The plossurs nanis, exalted
Tron dawvn to the Labe, Tate ﬂi‘]m;?-"ﬁz narl: on the predschoo] éra on up with

ghcuted promises of sugavecontsd everything. Thers is the sure anrroach to




lelsure, Tor which wo are so far not doing o preet derl in educe*ion.
Yourg people can often be heard with, "There's nothine to Ao around bara',
suppesting that Cor those without oitltivetion of imier rascurees, mors
leisure will be more of "mothing to do.'

do generation has lnewm sush mobility. The fanily moves, 1ts members
traval and the drivar’s lloense haa bacome a oultursl rite of paszsga,

Fo menaration has been so overfad end wmdscnourished, prined with ausara,
fate and preservetives. lood producars snd yrocesdors, noh edusators or
sclentiots, aro changing our feod hohits, and ponerally net For the gooid,

Ihe food industry uses the media, partienlarly *elavision, to crente

demand for profitatie profucts. Yor emsmpla, 265 of dmerican hemes heve a

TV set; the avarupe pre-schooler watches 35 honra a weelk, thereby ma¥ing TV
the dominant teaching forpe in the lives of our yomg children. Host of the
taachiing le ahout wnat to eaty on caturday aad Sunday mornings, the child seses
nn avarsge of 27 comeereinis, And of thesa as hiph as 8% are Tor food pro-
ducte, *

We are seeing alarmine food patterna in high schocls. Tha poorsst fad
in own cownesry ard the adolescent glriag theip mothers follow a clame sacond,
Thin ecuntry hag & relatively poor infant portality rate, (ol one time wae
were tho begt), and an sppalling life sxpactancy for man, “hépe are 34
countries in vhich the everage male, at birth, con expect 4o live lonper thaen
ha will in the U.3.° Beoause thers is much still unknows about humen nubrie
tion, wa nust assums Present patterns ars havinpg mmeountabis 2ffects on
phyaical steming and psyehle outlook.

Mo remeration hos bhefore Jmovn the Miil dmpaert of =ateslzl advanture and

‘enotional intenally of the nuelear femily——the wnili ol nothes; "athar and ahild--
ren, In such a satiing thera nrs not the safepuands o a rariety o tompera-

1,0ussow, soan  Idrdfion Unosiion=—Is Whore dor Other Choses? laper nrosented
at the innuel leeting, “mericsn lloma “conomics &ssociation. Aflsntio City,
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manta. There vamaios the uneonscious assumpiion that emotional needsa will
be mat nevertheless, sod this o™en b@comes hurdenzome.

o other zeneration has sesn the sharp demareation of aga proups—-bhe
strﬂ._'t.if'ina.‘-:.iun into tezena, young marrieds, sty nest, elderly, lio genare-
tion of high sohool students haz been pore painfully eware of their parents?,
partianlarly their mothera®, confosions ag to role ond pathe to sell-actual-
fzatlon. This is both aided and apgrovated Ty woman's 1ib,

Ha are just begianing to gpend the praclous time of oollege-tound atud-
enta to help them discover the basis for the pradicticm that essentiaily all
of the pirls will be employed Tor 20 sears of their Tiveg: This i one fmpli-
cation drawn from the fact that, on tha averape, thea last ohild is balnp Born
to the Americen women whan she 1a 27 years old.

The middle cles=z child is often left to wonder what hls father doss,
wnat "work™ 18, end thersefors whet it means to e 4 man. Oraham Blaine, head
of Psychiatrlie Jervices st Harwerd, states that between the ages of three and
aix ths c;:ﬂd‘: sex role identification becemas ua‘na‘bilahnﬂul How many, by
aix, enn relnke to the nature of thelr absent father's work?

At lonp lass z substantial affort, with funding from the Papartment of
llgalth, Lducation and Welfare, just In tha liftwoff stage, is baing nade
toward educatfion for parenthood. While data acournilate indlcating that our
major soclal burdens atom more Tram the quality of nurtursa than neture, and
whila rates of orime; delinguenor, mental fllness riss, the yublic sfusation
gystam bhee shtood, Tor the most part, unconvinced thet increased lmowledos
end Iinsight relating %o human development, %o socisl-smotional ereth, to the
"affactive domaln® should elaim snv of a studentfs time. Dollere reguirements
and parental anxietisg hove contributed o this;

Pyt the kide sra erper for its There ig o problenm leeping ettention inp

1. Zlalne, Grahen Touth and $he Hagarda of A*figence  Canbridge, lMasa.
Cambridpgs Tress 1967




& clags which is dipcussing Battalheln'soleim thai one result off physical
punighnent ie violence in the mtrasts, L or the fach thatthere are nocietios
in which such punishment is wmimoun.

The most- spectacular aspeet of yoing pecple's lives in recent yenrs
hes bean, of nouras, the mlsaee of drupes, Just nowy teens are shiftinrbeck
to mlcohols It Ia safay, both biochenicallr and Terally, Thay des & good
deal of hesry drinidng and aleoholism arownd tham, but almost nsver ralate
the ponaibility of this eddiction %o themselvan., Harlhusna is essily aveil-
able and {8 hers to siays Id high school there 1s 1ittlis usa Tor sfiucation
about; effects ol specific diugs or aleohol; kids just turm thi= off. But
they eva mogt enthusisstic shout understonding better their feelings. ~hat
motivates pecpla and how to davelop satlsfying interpersonel relationshipes
Thie 1s a rising ples For the siudy of the behavioral scisnces at ths sscond-
ary levsls <oma high schools nre novw offaring courases In psychold=r,
soclolesy md comparalive relipions.

Farnaps the poat asionishing misconcepiions mmong midfle clasz tewns
ralate to money. dome express this in a kind of respignaiion that money is
sinply beyond menesing. and that's why wo have cradit, Otherg nlafm o lmow
what they are worth in the market place and what it ocosts to live, snd then
quota ridiculous figuree. 4nd they usually see the only ressocn for education
af'tar high achool ag getiing a good job and earming hipher pey,

Vany a tesn In a wvhites hiph school ia aweya of the unreality of the
situation. ‘e stuliss Pirl Thomse ond Varbin Lubther King, he intellectunlize
about aqual opportmity and despgropetad schools and open housing, but he goes
homa to powerful forcss vhich suddenly are no longer Tatenmt when rimsor has 1t
thet o hlaek family 18 moving in doun the strest, e vill crops date, he'll
write a paper on mized marriage, he'll profess willingness to adopt a crops
racial baby, but o doss tod exiact parental or aibling bleasing 47 he uets

ls Bettelhein, Truno  "Hypoerisy Dreeds tha Hippies®, Ladie~ Home Jouvnald,




on these bellsfs, He does meke friends among Weaoks and Fuarte Ricana. Tha
hiphr ability, percestive studants, scua of whon are philoscrhicslly the best
candidates for cregs-raelal raiationships, hove the most diffieuliy estnblish~
ing them bapauss so very fav dosk airinned youmg peopls avs their intel lastual
PRI

Students now in bigh school, In larpe mimbare, are atrald of rercisges
They gee fanily stress, disrupilon, diverce sl) arowd thew. The presomt
figure is disconcerting® of every three marrieges now parformed, one will
end in divorcs, dpd oo the young person wants to'try it "eat." In 3967,
in 2 controversiel article by Harparet Hasd for f-dbock Hapedine, the proposzal
was mads that we instituts a two-ot=ce marringe, by contrect, in which the
firat sta~e was without children, in other words, a trial, it 5 socially
acorpbabla legal commlttrent. Two yesrs later, Dr, Mead wrote a"Continuing
Dialogue® in which she suggeated that, wnder the present body of family law,
the best procedure was Lo marry end rigk & later divores. Many couples are
deleying the arrdwval af childrvem, thereby fulfilline the spirit of Dr. Mead's
two stape contrack, &b the same time, sbout 28% of lmerican brides are preg-
nant; a poor launch for marrings.

For boys in high school, marriege is very far avay indeed. But picls
wasily project themselyes into the wifle and mother roles, snd thay are chilled
at the hiph risk of bringing op ohildrem withowt 2 father, Ressarch increas-
ingly indicates serious, nsually subtle, affets, often smor-ing ymara latar,
on children who do nob have the models of loving, cormitted mole and Female
parenta or parents-alternate. (Ve call afford to ponder the child-parsnt snd
parent-parent intersetion that pernita caprcoity and willinm-ss "or cormit—
ment to be caught, perhaps more then taughb. Some of us tho ase larpe nunbers
o teennpers Teel much concermn atout the nunbar of then who heve 1ittle senus
of eomsiructive comsltmant. )

The primary nisconception aboul pra-marital sexual ectivity among high



gchiool students s that Yeverybody te deipe it.7 The yoverful need for peer
aceaptanos often prompte students o hide thair trup Fesl inga Trom seeh othar
so th at they can appsar to be "with 14," Folls in uhioch mnonywd. by io obree
fully miarded Indiesta that about 357 of She sirls snd 508 of the bowa have
Intercoursa befors praduation from high school., It'g = preat o confort: o
students to leawmn thot there is plenty of reom for them 17 they chooas to
rafrain.

Another nisconoaptlon fa that $4is penoration of yourip paople (mevhaps
in the last ten yeara) is more gexually notive than thelr parenis. i=ias,

in his article, "The Saxpal Renadsasneg! L

etntan thet premopital saxcel
actlvity has changed very 1ittle, but cpan digoussion of it has anormnounsly
increased. Actually, scololopisbs £oal that the major changs in this behavior
copurred amonm vomen in the 19207:, scoompanying the then women's 14berstion
that cams with the right to votes (Students leugh whon th ay say, "9o 1% uen
preat-grandme, ®]  deis aleo states, inoidantel Jw, that "no sceiety of vhich
Weoare awers has ever been able to lving s mojority of its males to marrisge
az virzine," 2

There is po aras, with the possible svception o' re? fplon or the cholce
o™ a carser, ‘dars thare 49 mors eamest search poine on than In ssvinl bae
havior, ihay would 1ike to ffind a wvoy, hut the anovmity of the conflict
iz understmdable vhen wa realiss ‘het; on the one hand, manry hovs cud most
pgirls are still eonditloned “ropm sarls years to believe that srr 1s “or marp-
iage, end on the othar hand, the pesk of sexual wrgency errives for %r boy
when he is about 1B, end thoush for the pirl, thia comes 10 vears later,
gtill she hos sironp oultural and emotionsl impetus to please. She 1= also
not immme to tha slmifecance of woren's 1ib.

Techniesily, the control of reproduction has arrived: emotiomally it has

T. Hoim, Ira "The Sexusl Aenafssance”  Tha Janrpal of Sents] Issvas
Ap ril, 1966
2. Inidg




not, ot least anonr sexunlly setive Ligh goheol stuffents. A sy bhoya fekw
this responsibility; a few pirls are on the pllls The rlsk-talrine $hatis
a port of being yoump 1s preveisnt here, alded by stil] renaining shositding
{pnovanca of physialopy. (Teens cloim vehemantly this $=n'% trie, bub many
aras stumped by rafher aimple gusnctions about the reprodustiye prnneg.ﬂ.'}
Fortunately biology teachers are now In oluding his, a relatively recend
davelopment, ahd panroductlve eductalon is being offered in soma /th and
5ih jradaes,

Therefora the ="fective use of contraceptives i a prolten of deaiasione
raking and need anticlpation, not of tecinical swnilabilitsy. There ass spalal
agencies which will, unkyr a dector's care, yresarile snd supply eontraceptives
for & faw dollars to ary tesnager, without knoviedpe or conasnt o the paranta.
«hatevar you may think of this, it ie evifent that ths prevention of unvanted
pregoaney is within veach, bat only 37 the will to apply it enn omerees, Tieiﬂj
and sevaral others gtata that there is no avidence thot witbolding conbraw
ceptiven reducsa saxual ackiwity.

The idenlistic teanage pirl looks with vevulsion on abortion, at least
wrtil she hag hevgell had, or baen cloas o, & suspected prognaney. Uiob
abovtions are cosurring in high acheol, Hare apain, parentel suprort makes
the differsnce batwedn & devastating and sy snduratle epperiones, Xt ia
heartimmming &0 see parents rise to thia situation, and wany o them do,
megnifiesently.

There is unresolved controversy among boys end pirls es to which one,
in a partnershlp, should take the rezponaibility for contracspblon or the
abortion deaislon. In relationahips whers thers is real affection {and don't
underastinete youwnp peopla's capmeity for this), boys usually ehave the
ras;:*::t_ui'hi"l_:l:t.}.'. 1 have heard prirls sugmest that this might be one usy

to detect bow much love is really inyolyed,

T, Retn, Yrn  'The Sexuel Rrnsiasased I&dmm_-.u_ﬂ.niﬂ_:ﬂmm
April, 1964




Love ig not an sady concept Tor teens to araspg,  Oup Famymapge 45 lTittla
nelp; as ws love our oare, clothas, hsirdos, tooks, dogs, perents and swast-
hearts. In stwlents’ definitions of love, the cormon thresd ig giving, ssreice,
wisellisimess, Thar find Eris From®s four rlaments, =3 he describes thes in
his "Art of Loving", t0 be halpful: "Oare, responsibility, respact and oo
ledge." Only oooualonally now fo wa hear the Gindarells cormsut, "Lova 1a
GO0 EﬂcFEﬂ Yo dissech like thim,”

Within eonstituiionsl restralnie, 4 4a possible to oxplore varying
reliplos views of students, provided they fael no coercion, ezt atudents
profess o bdlsel in God; some heve never thousht about what ihev belicve.

Heny separats religion from the chuch, and there in & good desl of ressht-
ment at belnr pade to =pand "stupid" hours in ohtirch, and st having docme
foresd upon them. 4 ronsiderable number of studanta I ses are haring a
revarding sxperience attanding Young Lif's, and through 1ty some are thinking
and talking of Jasus a3 a elope-by Trisnds, Thera iz &t thia ape noms Intarest
in world religions; for a few, thia iz @ real authusiasm, & ammld parcentoge
of* high school atudente is heppily metive and igvolved 4a thadr family church.

Ueath me an ares of gtudy has emaried vers racently, certainly wlithin
the decade. Dopartrents of Thenstolopy are appearing m“.- imiversities, es ars
sriieles about desth and dying in the popular press. Students! snonymous
evaluations sxpress gratitude For time spent dlascussine grisf as a proosse,
underatandebls step by step. With rara ezception, the Yids speal: o an slter
1ife of some sort, ond most of them ses dealing with death, oF a loved ona
or ona’s own, tied closaly to one's religicus eonvickicns. They can oranm
the coneept of seperation anxisaty as s universul experiesnecs, and o trust
and ssll-pasuranca ss i%a balanee haela,

Thape ara some of the thourhis and fealings o niddla class hEgh achool
students, ag sesn by cne classroom teschar. You canm protetly surniase hew
citon she 4o Irpatient to pot the Uantdie Book into & atudent’s handa. So

many of their hopss and fears and yearnings sre smidreased 4n the book: Hut
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one munt repember thet 2000 pepsn are lbanmidabla, the Ursntia proma 2n beaudd--
ful bud challenping, ond this is a soulp pensration with sore viewsrs than
raadsrs, 4 have hed limited suceeen in Prinpins stvdents to look =t the
Took, althouzh 1t hap bean In our school Iibrary for & year and 1s on &
reading 1ist. Charlag Ulives, who thiz year taught = high achool acrlal
reliplon and
gtudies couras in/ths supernatural, referred often to the ook in ~lass,
made saveral coples available; btut ada'ta that,; "They are not readve”
fovever, thera 1d a uay, Iois an mciom’in teaching that we start
with the ptndant wvhers he 487 it ia anothers that he has hia own pas., Thore=
fore, to bocome as sevsitive ma one cam o & yoimp parzon's neads is the
firet step. The secpnd is to provide a setting whore he feels his emctiion—
8l pnd spiritual space have noi been tranapressad, pnd that this setting ia
being deslgned by someche who sarsse.

A 13zt of refercnces, carefully aselsctad (tonr conld this be done
without the Comcordex?) and tailored to the individusl studet and his
partioulsr intersst o concemn, can be affectives Tides I have had this
lead a student o dip inbo obher parta of the book, iike Batsy who 1t a
note oa py desk, "I alvays did wopder who Adam agd Bve wera,"

Perhops one of us will one day fipd the delightul lsisure to
preparve a "Topical References to the Urantie Book for Hirh Sehool

studenta.” There will be many who will be graterils

Lgloma Well
fguat, 1973
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