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SUGGESTIONS FOR HOME ACTIVITIES 

WITH CHILDREN 

It is in the  sett ing of "Home and Familyv  that chi ldren will rea l ly  be reached with the 
teachings of The URANTIA Book. This  should be  a n  in tegra l  pa r t  of eve ry  day l i fe--  
trying t o  live the  teachings. 

On a Neighboring Planet ,  in  the Garden of Eden, i n  Dalamatia  and even in J e s u s '  child- 
hood home (chosen a s  one of the best  on this  planet-), in - a l l  of these  p laces ,  children 
received the i r  rel igious t raining f r o m  the i r  pa ren t s  and i n  the home. All of the 
examples a r e  given, they t e l l  u s ,  t o  upstep our  l ives on this  lowly planet, At th is  t ime ,  
the authors  a l s o  s ta te ,  - our sp i r i tua l  and family life a r e  at a s tandst i l l  and a r e  in sz r lous  
danger.  p. 909 So let  us work in the homes  to i ~ y s t e p  both family and sp i r i tua l  life with 
these  beautiful teachings. 

On p. 811, when describing life on a neighborin: planet wc learn:  Religion i s  so  ent i rely 
a family ma t t e r  that  no rel igious insti tutions such a s  U F J ~ N T L ~  churches have developed 
among these  people. 

As The URANTLA Book points up the gr$at  imporS,,s,ac.e cf centering religious training in 
the home and by the pa ren t s ,  cer ta in  sugges t ior :~  a r e  givec h e r e  to  implement  t he se  
act ivi t ies  in the daily living scene. They a r e  ncj; in any way a l l - i ~ c l u s i v e .  It i s  strongly 
recommended that  each  family creat ively develop i t s  oonm techniques. These  will become 
a t r e a s u r e d ,  spec ia l  her i tage  of that family, to  b\; r e t u r x ~ d  t c ~  again and again. However 
we hope that  each  new method will be shared  a t  headquar t e r s  so  the re  will be an e v e r -  
growing source  of ideas.  

One caution to r e m e m b e r  i s  that i l lustrat ions made in the home cannot be duplicated nor 
can any of the  l i t t le  s to r i e s ,  without permiss ion  f r o m  the Foundation, We must  help 
protect  the  copyright. 

THE FAMILY BOOK Stor ies  f r o m  The URANTL4 Book a r e  read by the, parents  
o r  told in appropria-te vocabuiary for  the age axd in teres t  
levels  of the children. After a parent  has read one s to ry - -  
usually taking not m o r e  than 25-30  minutes-- the children 
i l lu s t r a t e  that s to ry  on a piece of paper  which i s  pasted in 
the  Family  Book. If they a r e  u b l e  to draw,  they can cut 
p ic tures  out of magazines ,  ca lendars  or  catalogues wnich 
i l lus t ra te  the s tory.  These  can then  be mounted i n  the b i g  
Family  Book. The parents  will wr i te  a few sentences o r  a 
caption below each picture and give the page number of the 
s tory  r ead  f r o m  The URANTLA Book. A la rge  scrapbook 
'about 18" by 24" i s  recommended. 



2 )  A FLlP  CIURT 

3) ROLE-PLAYING 

2 ,  - 
- 

This i s  another  excel lent  technique for  moti\.ation and 
i n t e r e s t  and can be used in a var ie ty  of ways with spec ia l  
topics  f r o m  The UM-NTIA Book. One example i s :  " Jesus '  
Work a s  a Child. " E v e r y  week o r  s o  a new cha r t  i s  made 
for t he  f l ip  r a c k  with an i l lus t ra t ion  of certairi  work J e s u s  
did a s  a child: He helped M a r y  with the l i t t le  chi ldren,  he 
worked with the f lowers  and plants ,  he milked the fanlily 
cow. Many, many o ther  dut ies  can be i l lus t ra ted  and  talked 
about and these  l e s sons  c a r r i e d  over  into our  homes  to  find 
what work  can be  done by our  children. One F l ip  C h a r t  we - 
m a d e  and used  successfu l ly  holds tagboard c h a r t s  1.1" by 
16" and can  be placed on a table  o r  the f loor  fo r  d i scuss ion  
per iods .  

Role-playi.ng is a ve ry  effect ive means  of developing a deeper  
understanding of many of the  teachings of The  UR4NTLA 
Book. In the  var ious  f o r m s  of role-playing a r e :  Dramat i c  
P lay  f o r  younger chi ldren,  Socio-Drama f o r  o lder  youngsters  
and o ther  f o r m s  for  adul ts .  All  of t hese  techniques help 
develop a be t te r  understanding of how o t h e r s  feel  and live. 
Xt helps  c h i l d r e i ~  move f r o m  the ego-cen t r i c  of s e l f - cen te red  . . 
s t age  t o  o ther -centered .  

Younger ch i ldren  na tura l ly  play as  in D r a m a t i c  P lay  and i t  
is e s sen t i a l  t o  keep  this  spontaneous c rea t ive  element.  How- 
e v e r  t hey  cannot d r a w  ideas  f r o m  deprived err-perientiai back-  
ground s o  it i s  the p a r e n t s '  responsibi l i ty  t o  keels cnr ichjng 
the concept background. J u s t  a s  the Jewish  chi idren o i  
J e s u s '  t i m e  played a t  weddings and funera ls  tlie book 
comments  GI> t he i r  l imited sources .  By r ead i :~g  s t o r i e s  
f r o m  The  UXATJTIA Book the chi ldren will begin to enact  
t h e s e  in the i r  own way f r o m  v e r y  r i ch  end accu ra t e  s o u r c e s !  

The older  chi ldren will find i t  n e c e s s a r y  to do some  l i b r a r y  
r e s e a r c h  in o r d e r  to know what the  in s ids  of the  Jewish 
homes  Ic;oked l ike in the f i r s t  century a n d  how those people 
d r e s s e d ,  e tc .  What did the  c rad le  look like that  Joseph  
built  fo r  Wdriam and how many s t r ings  did the  ha rp  have,  
that  J e s u s  played? This  will a l l  r e q u i r e  carefu l  checking in 
a good l i b r a r y  o r  r e s o u r c e  center  befor c rolt: -pl&ying. 

The older  youngsters  will enjoy role-playing in  the f o r m  of 
Socio-Drama o r  s imulat ion =,here the enac tments  a r e  m o r e  
s t ruc tu red  and designed to  help solve soc ia l  p r o b l e n ~ s ,  just  
as J e s u s  held the  family meet ings when he se rved  a s  fa ther  
t o  eight b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s .  Socio-Drarnzs  a r e  focalized 
on s e v e r a l  a l te rna t ive  solutions of hu-rnan problor~ls  and the i r  
consequences.  The way Sesus  handled var ious  problems 
with Jude  could s e r v e  a s  a sp r i r~gboard  for d iscuss ion  and 
fu r the r  ro l e  -playing. 



Role-Playin2 (Cont. ) 

Through role-playing the you-ng s t e r  i s  continually confronted 
wi thdecis ion-making.  T h e r e  a r e  many a l te rna t ives  of 
behavior and choices mus t  be made and th is  i s  what free-wil l  
is all about--learning to  r m k e  the bes t  possible  choice or 
God's will. Any child in  modern  society i s  faced with a 
myr iad  of optians in  many a r e a s .  He m u s t  l e a r n  select ivi ty 
and p rac t i ce  it daily,  learning to se lec t  the  be t te r  books, L\e 
' be t te r  television shows, the be t te r  a f te r -school  clubs, He i s  
bo'mbarded with things to do. But i t  is ve ry  important  for  
him to l e a r n  t o  - omit  and choose the be t te r  paths.  This  fas t -  
moving complex life facing each child i s  just too much, u n l e s ~  
he e a r l y  l e a r n s  the habit of choosing and select ing--one of the 
best ski l l s  we can  heip inculcate in  h im for  l i fet ime use.  

Examples  of role-playing for  young chi ldren a r e :  Tvro boys 
playing in  the sandbox o n  t h e  roof of the Nazareth home. 
T h e i r  conversztior,--their work with blocks in the sand, etc. 

An example of m o r e  cc.mple:r role-plzying with the older  
youngster is: David Zebedee leading his group of r u m e r o  and 
mes9eng::rs. hiuch research can be done h e r e  to  de termine  
the length o i  t h e  ~ L I I S ,  whai iiiese mes sengeys at:, what they 
wore ,  how they ;-Jle;rr wherc  to meet  the next ma11 c n  thc re1z)- 
Much historicel.  wgrk on runners  of 1s t  century i s  f o u ~ d  i n  the 
h i s to ry  of the C~iy---r;pic runs,  

See Role -Plzryir!:! -----  or Social  Values by Shaftel and Shaftel. 

4) FLANNEL ZOARD This  tecbslique lends  i tself  especial ly well t o  s to r i e s  from 
STORIES The URANTliA Zook for  children. In prepar ing  i l lustrat ions 

and drawings we cornci:;~entl7 avoid any d i r e c t  r e p r e s e n k t i o n  
of J e s u s t  face o r  facial  cha rac te r i s t i c s  of o thers  in h i s  
groups. This  i n  in lLqe with the admozition given to hiichael 

* by Inunanuel,  p. 1330. F u r t h e r  w e  do not want to  in t e rp re t  
and give our OWTI ideas about how he o r  o the r s  looked. 
Everyone  should be f r e e  t o  f o r m  his  own pe r sona l  p ic tures  
from the statements in the book. 

. .  Flannel board f igures a r e  impersonal ,  yet they can help tell 
the s to r i e s  in  a graphic way and they a r e  very  effective as 
thcy a r e  nloved about i n  sma l l  group situations.  Tiley leave 
r o o m  for  much creat ivi ty and adaptability. 



5 )  DAILY LIFE 
ACTIVITIES IN 
TI-= I-IOME 

6 )  TALES OF JCSHVA ------- 

The b e s t  method of impar t ing  the teachings t o  the ch i ldren  
is in  the l ives  we live and the  may the  dai ly  ac t iv i t ies  of life 
a r e  c a r r i e d  on. The  teachings should be an in tegra l  p a r t  of 
living. The  methods J e s u s  used in the  home a s  he mas r e a r -  
ing his eight b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  (and we have approximate ly  
17 y e a r s  of this  c l ea r ly  de l icea ted)  a r e  our  bes t  guides and 
should be careful ly  studied by parents .  (See bibliography fo r  
help. ) Note how he  copied the  Be l i eve r ' s  P r a y e r  and the T e n  
Comnlandments .  T h e s e  w e r e  colored by Mar tha  and long 
hung ove r  J a m e s '  workbench. Many ac t iv i t ies  of this kind 
can  be  uti l ized and taken f r o m  the Book. Cons ider  h i s  con- 
t inua l  posi t ive approach  and h i s  family cou~lc i l s .  One 
example  we could u s e  in addition i s  a "THANl< YOU FATHER'  
char t .  The  younger ch i ldren  can think of sornethiqg to  add 
every few days.  You wil l  be amazed  a t  t he  things they a r e  
thankful for  and the e a s e  wlth which they will p r a i s e  and 
thank the  Fathe19 (p i c tu re s  of the moon, t he  sky,  t he  f lowers ,  
can s t a r t ) .  A s  The ITRANTIA Book points out tha t  thankful- 
n e s s  and grat i tude a r e  the  prelude t o  t r u e  worship,  t he re fo re  
it  is helpful t o  inculcate  these  habits in chi ldren.  They had 

3- many f o r m s  of' pl-nisc azd  1,rayer in J e s u s '  honle,  p. 1389, 
and  speak  of t ' t ~ c m  2 s  t.11.9 "Fzmi ly  ~ l t a r "  which car! be 
uti l ized in m c 4 e r n  homes  at  t i m e s  when the fa?-*Gly a i l  gather  
toge ther  such a:, rneai-t ime. 

7) CHILDREN'S SONGS 

An example  G C  s t ~ r i e s  fo r  ch i ldren  wr i t ten  a b o ~ i t  the e a r l y  
l i fe  of J e s u s  : s  an  a t t r ac t ive  2nd vei-y wel l -wri t ten book by 
Dr.  Rober t  S L g l e  entiiled: Ta le s  r ~ f  j o s ! ? ~ l ~ .  The text has  
been carcful lv  $one and i s  beautifully i l lus t ra ted  by Dr.  
Slagle. P a g e  numbers a r e  given f o r  each  s t c r y  a s  r e fe rence  
t o  T h e  URANTLL B ~ o k ,  where  fu r the r  m a t e r i a l  may be 
uti l ized where  c>-pii~ision i s  des i rab le .  I t  i s  p resented  a s  a 
color ing book for  chilcircn. Much r e s e a r c h  prececied Dr.  
S lag le ' s  ca re fu l  drawings and beautiful s to r i e s .  

Music  i s  the  universal language and <an  be  uti l ized a s  
another  f o r m  of worship.  This  i s  a n  excel lent ,  w a r m  way 
f o r  a fami ly  to  unite in joy and se l f -express ion .  F rancy l  
S t reano  h a s  p r e p a r e d  a beautiful collection of songs using 
The  UIWNTLA Book philosophy. Voice, piano and  gui tar  
m u s i c  a r e  provided, v.ith accomp2nying cas se t t e s  by F rancy l ,  
The  collection is entitled: Sonos for  Chi ldren ,  The i r  Parent:. 
and F r i ends .  

*References f r o m  The  URANTIA.Rook, Copyright 0 1955,  U R A N T I A  Foundat ion--used by 
pe rmis s ion .  



ANOTHER N E W  DAY 

F o r  Young Children 

do the Father's will and to  

I-ry one, Le t  us 

be  of good cheer  a s  we go a- long our  

help - ing each other  g e t  our work 

* The use of th is  material from Th. IIRP,NTIB Book 
CLlr~vrl::lit 1 3 5 5 9  Ul:ANT!4 Foundation - is used 
w 1 . 1  ti12 perniiss;an d f  UHANTlA Fouriddtion. 

@concep t  f r o m  P. 1928:4 - The URANTLA Book 

Adapted to  Young Child's Vocabulary  



THE ME THAT I WANT T O  B E  

F o r  Young Childrer:  Words  and M u s i c  by 
R icha rd  Squ i r e s  

I j7 I 1 
I I 

I r? I 1 8 1.7 -t.d 1 
1 LJ 6 ' \  l 22 ;zv 

J 4' 1 

1. Tlie pt. tha t  I want t o  i s  hap - pv 

be 3. T h e  m e  that  I want to loves  beau-ty 
4. The me that  I urant to  be  l o v e s  Je- s u s  

T h e  
4 n d  

. . . Y--- I n 

i -4- b$ "y-1-1 
! - - C  - 
t --/L rC 

me that  1 want t o  And 
And 
:.?-.---- 
2 - ------- 

<; p+,t---- 
L 
I r 

m e  that  I want  to  be loves truih 
wants  to  do his bid - ding too 

1 

-- w -L,F-.<.:+~ ,.a, , -  

.--. - 

1 f I t r y  so  1 ve iy hard  t h e n  s u r e - l y  you wil i  1 s e e  the 
you wil l  see  the 

- 6  

, r I 
i f  I try S O  v e  r v  na rd  then s u r e - i y  you will s e e  the 

i f  I t r y  s o  ve  r y  h a r d  then s u r e - l y  He will see the  

I he lo-ful  k i  - nd I me thzt  I want t o  1 b e  I 1 I 

lov - ing  t r u th  - ful m e  that  I want t o  be  

(hap-py  s ing-  ing) 
- d L r n c a a t  ? want  to  D e 

- - 
-- - 

J e s u s  l o v  - ing 

0 1974 Richard  Squ i r e s  



PEACEFUL KINGDOM 

Words and Music by 
Francyl M. Streano 

I I a m  ( wor - king 1 to build a I king - dorn I in mv 1 

. D A min E rnin 

I hear t  I I can ( see I thercJs a lot of 1 peo-ple lost  I 



like to  say ( I knau t l ~ r c ' s  a 1 bet - t e r  way I that1 s gon-na 1 

I a m  working to build a kingdom in my hear t ,  Lord in my heart,  
With the tools that I 've been given, in m y  hear t ,  Lord in my heart .  

There 's  a peaceful patience, loving my brothers ,  strength end courage through the night, 
Watchful waiting, endless giving, faithful s t r iv j l~g  for what 's  right. 

I a m  working to  build a kingdom in my hear t ,  Lord in my hear t ,  
Brick by brick, stope by stone, in my hear t ,  Lord in my heart .  

Look to the light and see  the shining of the goodness that comes through you 
And stay by it, peaceful and quiet, kcowing that i t ' s  going to be good to you. 

I am wcrking to build a kingdom in my heart ,  Lord in my heart ,  
And i t ' s  nowhere to be found but in m y  hea r t  and in your heart .  

You won't find i t  in the city, o r  out in the country, o r  deep down in the sea 
'Cause i t ' s  only something living, and i t ' s  living in you and in me.  

I am working to build a kingdom in m y  hear t ,  Lord in m y  heart ,  
Brick by brick,  stone by stone, in my hear t ,  Lord in my heart .  

@ 1974 Francv l  M. Streano 




