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In discussing the life bestowal of our Universe Savereign,
Michael of Hebadon, in the likeness of a mortal man, Jepus of
Haznrefh, the midwayers, on page 2084, make the following comment
regarding the earth minigtry of Jesua:

"The kingdom of fod is within you" was probably
the greatest pronouncement Jepus ever made, next €o

the declaration that his Father is a living and loving
spirit,

In Jesus' teachings ebout the "kingdom of Uod within," he imparted
a great deal of truth end wisdom respeting this inner realm of
epirit reality, contactable by our minda, which the Father has
bestowed upon each of us, And our knowledge about the Father's
inner spirit presence has been greatly augmented by our fifth
epochal revelation,

While 1t is true that Jesus employed the term, "the kingdom
of God within you,"” to refer to various agpects of man'c spiritusl
life, we may, for the purposes of this discusslion, identify the
term as referring to that convergence in the human mind of the
many spiritual presencan and influsnces, Trom varlous originnm,
which minister to such & mortal intellect, as these spiritusl
realities are coordinated and unified for human reception by the
indwelling Spirit, the Paradise Thought Adjuster. More ploply,
ve may say that the term, "the kingdom of God within you," refers
to God's spiritual presence within man. At the center of the
inner kingdom, thére dwells an actual, perfect spirit fragment

of the living God,




These eternal spirit gifts of the Father, our indwelling

Thought Adjusters, represent our preeent contact point with divi-
nity. They constitute the mesne by which we receive and experience
the Fhﬁher'a constant and unending love for each of us, The 1n:
dwelling Monitors coordinate the spirit influences encircuiting
our minda which make 1t poesible for un to granp spiritual truth
and somewhat to comprehend the slgnificance of things eternal and
divine,

The inner spirit kingdom i the source of the inspiration and
the ideals by which our planetery civilizmtions are advanced, and
the spirit fragmente of God within us mre the indispensable gources
UpOn vhicﬁ we draw for the evolution of our human wisdom,

The Father's indwelling spirit provides the potential for the
unlimited progress and eternal survival of our souls. The divine
Thought Adjusters are to be our experiential partners in the
undertaking of each of the inmimerable enterprises of our long
universe ascension to Faradise, At somz point in our loecal universe
ascenslion, our morontla souls shell fuse with their masociated
Faredise Thought Adjusters, and thereby factunlize the indissoluble
unity of our eternal selves, Our spirit indwellers represent a
divine guarentees of the possibllity for each of us to achieve the
complete reallzation of our potentials for perfected creature
exigtence, and that we shall be sble to attain the gonl of our
finite evolutlonary progress, the finding of the Universal Father
on Faradise. And throughout all the expanding and unlimited aﬂ:
ventures of our eternal careers, the divine Thought Adjusters shall

continue to reveal to each of us the inexheustible reality potentials




inharent in their eternal spirit sbeoluteness.

Since, s we see, the "kingdom of God within us" and 1ts
pure-splrit nucleus, the divine Thought Adjuster, are factors in
virtually every aspect of our mscending and eternal careers, it
is not surprising to find that almost every personality contributing
to the writing of the Urantia Papers has something to impart PE:
lating to the remlity of God's spirit presence within man. From

emong the many broad themes presented in 'The URANTIA EBock which

pertain to this suolect, I phall discuss the relevance of four
realms of spiritual 1ife to the human attempt to contact the
Fath&r'a_inﬂualling kingdom. These four domaine of gpiritusl
activity shall be: the exercise of faith, the consecration of
will, the experience of love, and the ministry of =service.

First, let us consider the role of falth in the-sttempt to
contect the kingdom of Ood within. Almost four millenism ago,
when Machiventa Melchizedek appeared on our plenet to begin his
voluntary bestowal mission, he came bringing mankind s new message
of ppiritonl frobh and hope,  Machiveanha tanpht that fatth in Oad
is all theat 1s necessary to establish a direct and fevorable r&—-
letionwhip with God, He further imppated that simple faith in
the goodness of Cod is pufficient to insure the pqut;ﬁnrtul su::
vival of man's azcending soul.

Faith is man's first and indispensable geteway to the personsl
and experiential discovery of God. 0On pages 02 and 53, a Divine

Counselor mcquaints uo with the reasons for the necesgity of men's

relying on faith in beginning his personal approach to the Father:




The inabllity of the finite creature to approsch
the infinite Fether iz inherent, not in the Father's-
aloofness, but in the finiteness and material limdtas-
tions of created beings, ., ., . Our Father is not in
hiding: he 1 not in arbitrary seclusion. . . , There
is 8o infinite grandeur and an inexvressible generosity
connected with the majesty of his love which causes him
to yearn for The assoclatlon of every crezted being who -
can comprehend, leve, or appromch him: and 1t is, there-
fore, the limitations inherent in you, ingeparable from
your finite perscnality and meterisl existence, that
determine the time and place and circumstances in which
you may achiove the gool of the Jouwrney of mortal ao-
cension and stand in the presence of the Father at the
center of all things,

The Divine Counselosr further pdvises us:

Although the approach to the Paradlese presence of
the Father must awalt your attainment of the highest
finite levels of splirlt progreesasion, you should rejolce
in the recognition of the ever-present possibility of
immediste comminion with the bestowel spirit of The Father

- g intimately associated with your inner soul and your
gpirituslizing self.

And, on page 6h, the Divine Counselor continmies:

The divine presence cannot . ., , be dlscovered
anywhere in nature or even 1n the lives of God-lmowing
mortals ao fully and 8o certainly as in your mttempted
comminion with the indwellling Mystery Monitor, the
Paradise Thought Adjuster. What a mistake to dream of
God far off 1n the skies when the splrit of the Unlversel
Father lives wilthin you own mind!

{n page 1731, Jeaus makes his great sppesl to all men to attemph
the personal discovery of the indwelling presence of God:

"I have called you cut of the darkness of authority and
the lethargy of tradition into the transcendemt light of
Lhe realilzation of the possibility of making for youraelyon
the greatest discovery possible for the uman soul o
make--the gupernal experience of Finding God for yourself,
in yourself, and of yourself, and of dolng all thie ms &
faczt in your own personal experlence,

Your religion shall change from the mere intellectunl
belief in traditional sutherity to the mctual experience
of thet living falth which 1is sble to grasp the reality
of God and all that relates to the divine spirit of the
Father.

Contacting the kingdom within, together with the btestowal and recep-




tion of evochal revelation, constitute man's chief means of acquiring
spiritual truth.

Tn his discussion of truth and faith, on page 1459, Jegus tmught:

"Revenlea truth, perscnally discovered truth, is

the supreme delight of the human soul. . . . Fuk

truth can never become men's possesslion without the

exerclse of faltn."
By faith man achieves spiritual freedom and the comprehenslon of
gpiritual truth through the personal discovery of the remlity of
God and of his divine presence within, by discovering his spiritual
sonship with God. "Falth liberates,” & Melchizedek of Nebadon writes,
on page 1114,

Becauee faith is & form of worship, it promotes the spirituasl
tmnﬂfﬂrm.t'iun of man whereby he becomes more and more like the
Father, "'Forget not,'" says Jesus, on page 1609, "'it is your
faith in the exceedingly great and precious promises of God thet
ensures your becoming partakers of the divine nature.'"

"PFalth acts to release the superhuman activities of the divine
gparlk, the fmmortal germ, thet llves within the mind of man,'" Jesus
continues, on pege 1609, Man's faith thus promotes the effectiveness
of the indwelling Thought Adjuster dn i1ts parformence of those
activities which result in the progressive spiritualization of the
soul. HNot only doesa faith make it possible for men successfully
to contact the spiritusl kingdom within, but humen faith likewise
assists the Thought Adjuster in 1ts mttempt to bring forth the
impresslona and méus&gea of the Father's love and guldance into
conscipus human perception.

Faith represents the highest and noblest gesture of the human

Intellect, for it is only by the exerclse of falth that man's mind




is enabled to reach beyond the paterisl snd methersmtical level aof
mere rationality and to ascend to the reslms of hie superconscious
mind, there to achleve communion with actusl spiritual realities
and divine values. It is through the expression of faith that the
human intellect ultimately concvedes that mll those things of which
1t has become aware during its brief planetary infancy: the epyriad
forms of living things, the gpectacle of the atar;auept universes,
the mathemsticel knowledge of the vastness of the scope of the
expansive macrocosm, and the intricecy of the subatomdc microcosm,
the miracle of human experience, the humen body, the human mind,
the indwelling spirit, and the perceptible growth of the soul.

the experiences of human friendship end loving fellowship:; these
many things which the human mind encountere durlng 1ife couspire
together to urge that mind to the foundation of o livipg falth in
the reality of a divine Crestor, a magterful Controller and Un:
holder, of such a marvelous crestion., And by such an admission.
and through the exercise of such faith, man may proceed to hias
own personel discovery of the prestest of experienceable realitisn:
contacting within that Cod who Ie both man's splritusl Father and
the First Gremt Spource and Center of Infinite Raality.

Faith lemds to experience and experience laade to certainty:
that 1is the formila of man's progressive advencement towards hisg
perconal achleverment of the unessailseble assuwance of kuowing God.

The second fmctor essentlal to contacting the kingdom within

is the consecration of man's free will to the doing of the Father's




will, Freedom of choice and 1liberty of will i one of the Father's

greatest gifte to his mortal children. "There is inherent Joy in
freewill existence,"” s Mighty Messerger writes, on page 312, And
man's highest personal usze of his freewill liberty consists in

‘the declsion to seek end 1o do the perfect will of his Parmsdize
Father., "The affectionate dedicatlon of the human will to the
doing of the Father's will is man's cholcest gift to God," a DHvine
Counselor writes, on papge 2P, And Jesus extolls the value and
slgnificance of such an exalted creature choice., n page 1737,
Jesus seys, "'Never forget there 1s only one sdventure which is
more satisfying and thrilling than the attempt to discover the will
of the l'f.‘l;l'in.g God, and that is the supreme adventure of honestly
trying to do that divine will,'"

On page 365, a Mighty Messenger writes, "There is in the mind
of God a plan which embraces every cresture of all his vest domains,
and this plan is an eternal purpose of bourdless opportunity,
unlimited progress and endlese life. And the infinite treasurcs
of such a matchless career are yours for the striving!" But man
is enabled to fulfill the Father's plen for his individual achieve-
ment of perfection only by exercising his divine gift of free will
in personally choosing to do so. "As perteins to eternal survival,"
& Divine Counselor writes, on page 71, "God hag decreed the a-c-ver-.
elgrty of the material and mortal will, and that decree is absolute,
« « + The portal of eternity opens only in response to the freewill
choice of the freewill sons of the God of free will,"

In exercising his free will, man discovers hie cepacity for

both correct and erroneous judgment. But through his decision to




align the functionings of his mortal will with the Father's all-
wige will, man causes The creative lines of the thought world of
hig {mmer life gradually to draw into concordent unison with the
perfecf thinking of his individualized fragment of divinity. And
this progressive unificavion of man's will and Cod's will is
ultimately consummated in the fuelon of man's purviving soul with
its masoclated Thought Adjaster, which, a Solitary Messenger tells

us, is the will of God. (1190}

In these and in other ways, man's personal act of will in

choosing to do the will of God results in his direct contect snd
final unity with the Spirit which lives in the kingdom of GCod
within. The consecration of man's will to the pursuit of tie
Father's will makes possible man's finding of God in the inner
gpirlt kingdom, 1n hies escension of the universe. on the Isle of
Feradise, and in eternity.

"*Love 18 the greatest of spiritual realities, " Jesus decleres.
on page 1608, And, therefore, love consgtitutes man's best means
of approaching God and of contacting him within the inner kingdom,
"It is literslly true," a Melchizedek of Nebedon writes, on page
1118, ™human things must be known in order to be loved, but divine
thinge must be loved in arder to be known,'"

On page 30, s Dvine Counaelor wrltes:

Spome degree of moral affinity and spiritusl har-
mony 18 essential to friendship between two persons;
& loving personellity can hardly revesl himself fto a

loveless person,

And, on page 50, the Divine Counselor continues:

Man's nearest and dearest approach to God i1s by and
through love, for God 1s love,

The lowve of God for man and for all of his undiverse children




is wnlimited, spontanecus, and inherent in the Father's perfect

goodness, The love of man for God makes it possible for man to
achieve commnion with the Father on the higheet level of selfhood,
personality, "Love connotes mutual regard of whole personalities,

whether human or divine,”

& Golitary Messenger writes, on TR[LE
1228, Therefore, man's lave for God constitutes his most profound
and effective means of contacting the Spirit Father. Tt ig the
indwelling Thought Adjuster which serves ms the functionel entity
by means of vhich man's communing 1limison with the Father ig
effected, and therefore the entire process of spiritusl communion
rromotes end 1s conducted through man'e direct contact with the
spiritual kingdom within.

Love is the only experientim]l realm wherein man has {mmediate
aud unlimited access to the infinite Father. A Dvine Couneslor
writes, on page 50: 3

Mortal man cannot possibly know the infinitude
of the heavenly Father, Finlte mind cannot think
through such an abesolute truth or fact., But this same
finite human being can ectually feel--literally ex-
perience--the full and undiminished impact of such
en infinite Father's LOVE,

Let us conslder the two great commandments of our Master Son, .
Michael, to us and to all of his universe children in Nebadon. 'They
are that we shall love the Father with all our hearts, mindse, mouln.
end strength, and that we shall love one maother as he, Micheel,
loves us., A part of the significence of these commandments lies
in the fact that love constitutes man's best memng of contanting
the Fether and of coordinating himself with repard to all other

sub-Delty levels of reslity,




The sharing of love between man and hig heavenly Father serves
to stabilize, balance and unify the individual gelfhood of man.
Thie ;s becauge love nurtures man on the level of personality and,
thereby, conseguently effects the progressive unification of mnll
the subordinate elements of man's being. Increasingly does man's
love for God and God'e love Tor man reault in the apiritunl
transformation of man, so that he becomes in reality more and more
like his Paradise Parent: Love 18 the soul of worship.

Fan's personal dlscovery and experience of Cod's love for
him spontanecusly leads him to the fulT11lment of Jesus' second
great commandment, that mankind should love one another as Jesus
loves us.. A Mighty Messenger writes, on page 1P8g:

All true love ig from God, and man receives the

divine affection as he himself beatows this love upon
his fellows. Love is dynamic, It can never be cap-
tured; it is alive, free, thrilling, and always moving,
Man can never take the love of the Father and imprison
it within his heart, The Father's love can become real
to mortal man only by passing through that man's per--
sonality me he 1n turn bestows this love upon his fel-
lowa., The great circuit of ldve is from the Father,
through sons to brothers, and hence to the Supreme, -
The love of the Father appears in the mortel person-
allby Ly Lhe winlslry of Lhe lndwelling Adjusler,

Tt is the divine Thought Adjuster within the inner kingdom of Cod
that provides the channel through which the love of Cod energes
into human consciousnesa, whereafter it mey then be expressed to
human brothers. The love of God for man emanstes from within the
inner kingdom of God. The socielizing and transforming power of
guch divine, freternal love is man's greatest, presently available,
unutilized planetary potentisl. SBrotherly love has sufficient

power, in and of 1tself, to effect the spiritual swakening of all




Urantia. On page 1098, a Melchizedek of Hebadon writes:
Love 18 infectlious, and when human devotion iz intelli-
gent and wise, love ip more catching than hate, But
only genuine and unselfish lave is Lruly contegious.
If each mortal could only become a focus of dynamic
affection, this benign wirus of love would soon pervade
the sentimentsl emotion-stresm of huranity to such an
extent that all clvilization would be encompassed by -
love, and that would be the realization of the brother-
hood of mon,

The aivine love of the Father differs profoundly from humen
love, just ms there iB & vast qualltative difference between all
things human and things divine: For example, how mmany times have
you been near & television set when its broadeesting is suddenly
interrupted and impaired, In an instant, the clear dlscernible
imagesz on the screen disintegrate into a meaningless patchwork of
variegated spilotches and the audio portlon may likewise be impaired.
For o few moments, there always ensues that unr:e.-'r[;aii:it':r apong the
viewere as to whether the Imperfection lies in the transmission of
the broadeast or in its reception by thelr televigion set., Thesse
doubts ere ususlly ended by the mppesrance of a printed notice.
urging the viewers not to adjust thelr sets, bul rather Lo wall
until the malfunctioning trensmlisslon can be corrected. In the
religious realm of divine love, bowever, no such comparable incident
ever gecurs. The universal emanstlona of the love of the Universal
Father shall always be constant and unchenging., The Bternal Transe-
mitter of Infinite Affection is never impeded by the imperfect
functioning or by a technicel interruption of his broademsting

eyatem, Man's experience of the living love of the Universal

Father is dependent only upon his attunement to these divine




eranations, end upon his personal cholce to expand his cspacity
for reception of that love. Throughout the Father's nll;cncam;
passing persorality circult, the uncharging God 1s continuously
troadeasting, over unvarying universal frequencies, the Infinity

of his love. On page 38, a Divine Counselor writes. "/God's/

gnly personal attitude toward the affelrs of the unlverse 1s always
a reaction of divine affectlon."

When once man hes received the divine affTection of the Father
and then experienced the consequent impulse of Iraternal love, "the
depire to do good to others" (648), he is thereby impelled dynamically
to participate in the service of the human brotherhcod., Service
of one's brothers represents the act of the creature's stepping
into willing partnership with tha Creator. The service of mankind
is the active mode of a son's becoming more and more like his Spirit
Father. As such, the ministry of service becomes our fourth element
in the edventure of contacting the kingdom within.

The ministry of merviece, like the "deeds cf mercy,” 1s "twice
blessed — / It blesseth him that gives, snd him thet takes (William

Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, IV, 1. 186-T). Erotherly

gervice blesses Lhe server Ly lmproving his sbllity to draw forth
and actualize his own inner spilritusl potentlals, GSpiritusl service
benefite {its practitioners by coordinating the inner and outer
realms of the server's selfhood.

Spiritual minietry blesses him who is served by making the
invigible spiritual realities of the inper kingdom, such ms love

end assurance, readily contactable and directly experlenceble.




Loving and serving one's brother releases in him the vast
spiritual potentials of his inner kingdom and thereby improves
the likelihood of his being able to fulfill his own latent,
spiritual endowments. Should he succeed in dolng so, his spirit
polentlals, made newly avallable through actuallzablon, Lecome
B reciprocal blepsing to the original zerver and to all mankind
a8 well., In this way are the collective spiritusl achievements
of mankind as a whole unendingly expanded through such an :1.:1-
exhaustible harvest of matual exchange, Like blegsed lomves
end fishes, through service, man's endowment of spiritusl pover
miltiplies through distribution.

One of the most palient mepsages of Jepus' earth ministry is
that the greatest and most potent form of servies to man possible,
promoting his personal discovery of the kingdom of Ood within him
gnd also enhancing thz oulward realization of the Father's kingdom
on earth, the brotherhopd of man, conaists in the proclamation of
"the living gospel of the Fatherhood of Cod and the brotherhood
of man." Jesus lorelells, on page 1930, "!he persilsbent preschlog
of this gospel of the kingdom will some dey bring to all nations
a new and unbelievable liberation, intellectual freedom, and FEli:
glous liberty." Jeous' gospel proclalims that all men are spirltusl
trothers because they are all indwelt by the spirit of the seme
and only One True God. The preaching of Jesus' spiritual message
procplims to mankind that the "one true 1ight" which lights and
animates each ran, the common source of ell their fdeals, their

dreams and espirations, has but one universally identical source--




the indwelling Spirit in the inner kingdom of God., Thus does thelr
gpiritusl unity rest upon abasolute Spirit foundations,

Gantﬂctlng the Ikingdom within maast result in the realizetion
of the kingdom without, The religicnis£‘a task 1s to contact
the kingdom of God within emnd to draw forth his inner gpiritusl
endowments into outward reaslization thereby bringing about the
transformatlon of the Indlvidusl's peraonalliy through the Learing
of the fruits of the spirit in dally living. The religionist's
challenge is to turn the kingdom of God inside out.

Through faith and willful effort, through the reception of
divine love and its sharing in brotherly service, progressively
shall the Father's will be done and his kingdom come on earth as
it i8 in heaven. Jesus declares, on page 1569, “Ehiﬁmﬁingﬂnm ghall
progress in the world until it ghall bresk down every barrier and
bring all men to know my Father and to believe in the saving truth
which I have come to declore,'"

And in that day shall come Bn end to our long planetary Ice
Age of Bpiritual Ignorance. The glant, glowering glaciers of
Indifference and Tyrenny shell crack and crash in the respunding
waters of IFreedom, The dislodged Iecebergs of Oopression, E-Elf‘lsh-.
ness, and Greed shell melt forever in the warming sems of universal
lore, The caked and sullied Teebanks of Corruption end Decelt shall
resolve into crystal streams of righteous service. As the first
new bude of the spiritusl springtime appear, a golden Sun of Truth

shall shine: "All men are sons of God and brothers in spirit,”




gnd ite radient reyes shall thaw the ageold feuds of the fragmented
family of Andon and Fonta, of Micheel mnd his Minister, of the
Parsdise Three-'ln-.{ma,

Then shall have come the great da:.r' of Jeremiah, when "the
knowledge of the Lord ghull cover the earth like an ocean, Man
shall not look to man and aek, 'Brother, do you know the Lordf!
for all shall know the Lord,"

The light of life which lighte each life shall blossom in
Urantia's light and 1life. All this end more of the glory of God
and the goodness of man shall be fortheoming if men will but heed
the great eall of the Master: "Seek first the kingdom of heaven,

The kingdom of heaven is within you,"




