
The URANTIA Book Club "Kids today are too smart 
to be bootlegged." 

by Don Green 

T h e  U R A N T I A  Book  C l u b  h a s  been  
e v o l v i n g  o v e r  the  last two and a half years. 
We've found s o m e  m e t h o d s  t h a t  work wel l ,  
a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  s i m p l y  don ' t  work at all, 
e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  o u r  b e s t  t e a c h e r .  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  t h e  s h o r t  
history of this process. 

Nearly th ree  years  ago, four of us were  
s i t t i n g  a round  i n t e n t  on f ind ing  a way t o  
i n t e r e s t  the  public at large  in The URANTIA 
B o o k .  T w o  o f  u s  w e r e  s t u d e n t s  o f  T h e  
Boulder School for  Students of The URANTIA 
Book, a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  w e r e  members of 
t h e  B o u l d e r  C o m m u n i t y .  I g u e s s  I should  
m e n t i o n  o u r  n a m e s ;  S t e v e  R o h r b a c h  a n d  
m y s e l f ,  Don G r e e n  were  t h e  students,  while 
C h r i s  L e P i n e  a n d  S t a n  H a r t m a n  w e r e  t h e  
o t h e r s .  Being painfully aware  of the  a t t i tude  
o f  t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  r e g a r d i n g  p u b l i c  
o u t r e a c h ,  w e  w e r e  all trying t o  res t r i c t  our 
e f f o r t s  t o  conform t o  Chicago's mandates. As 
a r e s u l t  of o u r  discussion i t  was decided t o  
f i r s t  p ick  a s e g r e g a t e d  t a r g e t  a u d i e n c e ,  
s o m e o n e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  univers i ty ,  which is 
l o c a t e d  in Boulder ,  as t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a .  I t  
w a s  a g r e e d  by all t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C o l o r a d o  a t  Boulder  w o u l d  b e  a p e r f e c t  
a r e n a .  Now jus t  how t o  go about doing this 

w a s  a n o t h e r  i s s u e  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  S e v e r a l  
o p t i o n s  w e r e  t o s s e d  a r o u n d ,  f i n a l l y  a 
discussion format  was agreed upon, perhaps a 
club t o  a t t e m p t  t o  unite sc ience ,  philosophy 
and  re l ig ion .  T h a t  sounded grea t ,  now for a 
n a m e .  F i v e  o r  s i x  n a m e s  w e r e  put  f o r t h ,  
e v e n t u a l l y  we all r e a c h e d  a n  agreement ,  i t  
would be called ffSynthesislr. 

We were  off and running. For a number 
of reasons, we soon b e c a m e  a w a r e  w e  w e r e  
r u n n i n g  al l  r i g h t ,  b u t  o n l y  w i t h  o t h e r  
U R A N T I A  Book  r e a d e r s .  T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s  a p p e a r e d  u n i n t e r e s t e d .  What w a s  
wrong? Our e f fo r t s  with Synthesis  c o n t i n u e d  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  s e m e s t e r s ,  u n t i l  o t h e r  
in teres t  prevailed. Success had been minimal. 

T h e  beginning of t h e  summer of 1984, 
issued in an  even more controversial  p r o j e c t .  
D o n  G u i m o n d ,  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Boulder  
Com m uni t y,  was developing booths t o  spread 
T h e  URANTIA Book. I believe t h a t  project  is 
be ing  e x a m i n e d  f u r t h e r  in th is  issue of the  
p r i n k  By summers  end, I r e a l i z e d ,  t h r o u g h  
my e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  v a r i o u s  booths ,  tha t  a 
d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h  w a s  p e r h a p s  t h e  w a y  
S y n t h e s i s  shou ld  go ,  s o  in late Augus t  of 
1 9 8 4 ,  S y n t h e s i s  b e c a m e ,  T h e  URANTTA 
B o o k  C l u b ,  a n  o f f i c i a l  on-campus  o rgan-  
i z a t i o n  a n d  du ly  sponsored project of Rocky 
Mountain URANTIA Society of Denver. 

T h e  mode in which we opera te  is really 
qui te  simple. Three  days a week,  we s e t  up 
a boo th  in a designated a rea  of the  Student 
Union. W e  have a 5 X 3 f t .  t a b l e  which w e  
c o v e r  wi th  a blue cloth and on the  cloth we 
h a v e  f o u r  URANTIA Books displayed, th ree  
a r e  E n g l i s h  v e r s i o n s  a n d  o n e  F r e n c h  
  ran slat ion. Two of t h e  English ve rs ions  a r e  
o p e n e d  t o  k e y  pages ,  t h e  o t h e r  books  a r e  
c l o s e d  a n d  still h a v e  t h e i r  d u s t  j a c k e t s  
in tac t .  In addition t o  the  Books we also have 
a n  a t t r ac t ive  plexiglass b r o c h u r e  d i s p e n s e r ,  
o f fe r ing  six different pamphlets. We also had 
a C o n c o r d e x  on  d i sp lay ,  p lus  a l a m i n a t e d  
c o p y  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of l ife on Urantia, a 
char t  tha t  was developed by Saskia R a e v o u r i  
f r o m  California. Since science is a prominent 
subject  a t  a u n i v e r s i t y  we h a v e  a copy  of 

1 t h e  T i m e  m a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e  which describes 
t h e  f i r s t  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  c e n t e r  o f  g a l a x y  
a n d  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  q o u t e  f r o m  T h e  
URANTIA Book. Fur ther  information on this 
m a t t e r  is available in t h e  THINGS YOU C A N  
USE section of this publication. 



W e  have  been very  f o r t u n a t e  he re  in 
C o l o r a d o ,  t o  h a v e  a S o c i e t y ,  t h a t  i s  
su f f i c i en t ly  f a r  sighted, t o  back our efforts  
f inancia l ly ,  enabling us t o  actually sell The 
URANTIA Book to student members for 0% 

$ 1 0 . 0 0  a copy. In addi t ion  t o  se l l ing  t h e  
Book we also follow up with meet ings  eve ry  
t w o  weeks. T h e  meetings vary from a study 
group format t o  introduction of t h e  Book t o  
new r e a d e r s  t o  l ec tu re s .  We're planning to  
have an interface with the Religious Studies  
Depa r tmen t  he re  on campus, and perhaps in 
the future we could do t h e  s a m e  wi th  t h e  
Sc ience  Department. Time will tell. To d a t e  
we have  so ld  33 URANTIA Books, s e v e r a l  
Concordexes ,  t a lked  t o  hundreds of people 
a b o u t  t h e  Book,  g i v e n  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  
pamphle ts  and l ea rned  a g r e a t  d e a l  about  
ta lk ing  to people and how t o  p re sen t  The  - 
URANTIA Book to people who a re  unfamiliar 
with it: 

A f t e r  o p e r a t i n g  The  URANTIA Book 
Club for  a semester,  it?ias become clear t o  
me why Synthesis  was not  a b l e  t o  ach ieve  
wha t  the  club achieved. Synthesis was se t  up 
to harmonize science, philosophy and rel igion 
by means  of a discussion fo rma t .  W e  had 
hoped in this way t o  in t roduce  t h e  marvels  
of  the  Book. F a t  Chance. Kids today a r e  too  
smart  t o  be back doored or boot legged.  We 
have  personally seen that  the  direct method 
of being upfront  wi th  th is  Reve la t ion  was 
t h e  best way to go and when we are  upfront 
with our Revela t ion  people wi l l  b e  m o r e  
r e c e p t i v e  t o  us t han  if we t r y  t o  bootleg 
them. 

Ou t reach  programs of  t h i s  nature a r e  
mul t i f ace t ed  in t h e i r  benef i t s .  Not only is 

t h e  s t u d e n t  body of  C.U. benef i t ing  by 
emosure  to  t he  name Urantia. which. I f e e l  
i s - t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  giving  he URANTIA 
Book - a u t h o r i t y ,  b u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  work ing  t h e  booth,  i s  a l m o s t  
beyond words. To m e  i t  has been t h e  most  
exc i t ing ,  thr i l l ing  and rewarding experience 
of a l i f e  t ime.  T h e r e  i s  noth ing  l i k e  t h e  
one-on-one experience one can receive while 
working in the booth. 

Some might  say ,  "If you a r e  u p f r o n t  
w i t h  t h e  Book, you're just ask ing  for  t h e  
wrath of t h e  fundamenta l i s t s .  I have  seen  
many t i m e s  how having a "handlel1 on the  
bible can show t h a t  fundamen ta l i s t ,  who i s  
i n i t i a l l y  h o s t i l e ,  'how we have  t h e  s a m e  

, "gospel" and that  there is really no threat  t o  
t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  l e a v e  much 
friendlier and even curious enough t o  t a k e  a 
pamphlet on the Book. 

T h e  r i c h e s t  r e w a r d  i s  s e e i n g  n e w  
friends who stop by t h e  booth  no t  knowing 
wha t  t h e  book is, many never having heard 
of the  Book at all, and watching them grow 
i n t o  t h e i r  own re l a t ionsh ip  wi th  t h e  book 
which will inevitably l e a d  to  a re la t ionship  
with the Father. 

We would like to offer t o  every reader 
of this article the  invitation to participate in 
t h e  b o o t h  if y o u  s h o u l d  e v e r y  b e  in o r  
passing through Boulder. We would a l so  l i ke  
t o  ex tend  our  assistance and support t o  any 
individual or group that  would l ike  to  pe t  a 
club of  t he i r  own started. Don't hesitate t o  
c o n t a c t  e i t h e r  m y s e . l f  D o n  G r e e n  
( 3 0 3 ) - 4 4 3 - 6 2 5 4  o r  D o n  G u i m o n d  
(303)-494-8493. 


