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May 130, 1983

PUBLICITY AND INDISCRIMINATE
EVANGELIZATION

By Mo Siegei

The Urantia movement is facing a critical juncture whether to use person-to-person
growth technigues or indiscriminate publicizing growth stimuli. &s maeny of vou
know, the Urentia Brotherhood has recently reaffirmed a longstanding publicity policy
aimed in guiding us into a wise path of lasting growth. efter carefully reading the
policy, I hewve baken liberty £o restate it es I understand ite rmeaning and purpose and
have added my reasons for believing thet the success and enforcement of this policy
ig vital to the grest world mission of promulgating the URANTIA Book. There have
besn no policies passed in the last decade &s critical as this one, and, &s & loyal and
dedicated rmember of the Urentia Erotherhood, it 1s my duty to openly and candidly
speak out on this ratter.

CHGROUND

For many years, the Urantia Foundation and the Urantia Brotherhood hewve adopted
and suppcrted a policy of not publicizing the URANTIA Book in amy outreach efforte.
Thiz policy has been followed by both orgenizations with respect to their own efforts
and hes been followed by end urged upon those who, while not an integral part of
either organization--end hence are not bound by their policies—-sare supportive of the
spread of the teachings in sccordance with the wise plan of patient evolutionary
development., 2

There are recommendations currently being proposed in the Brotherhood oy loyal
essociestes in the Urentia movement which have required a lengthy end ceareful
reconsideration of our EBrotherhood's past publicity policy. The recomnmendations heve
included & wide veriety of advertising, free publicity, and evangelizing programs to
increase public awareness of the URANTIA Book.

PURFPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to clearly stete the united decizion of the Executive
Committes of the Urantia Brotherhood regarding publicizing The URANTIA Book. The
policy was reaffirmed on Februery 26, 1983.

POLICY

It is the policy of the Urantia Brotherhood not to publicize nor indiscriminately
gvengelize The URANTIA Book. It is also our policy to ssk all URANTIA Book
reeders to support and help enforce this policy.
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DANGERS OF PUBLICITY AND INDISCRIMINATE EVANGELIZATION

The Urantia Brotherhood is fully committed to the Tostering and promotion of the
teachings of The URANTIA Book throughout the world. The policy on publicity in no
way suggests that the Brotherhood feels Urantia believers should "do nothing" to
spread the teachings of the Fifth Epochel Rewvelation. Jesus® leadership end training
of His followers cleerly indicates thet we sre to act in advancing the growing family
of worldwide URANTIA Book believers.

Publicizing &nd indiscriminately evengelizing the URANTIA Book iz anly one
technique of promnoting the teschings of the URANTIA Book., Even though there could
be termporary gains achieved through this action, the dangers inherent in publicizing
the book far outweigh the benefits.

The following dengers ere real and heve sheped rmy thinking in regards to the policy.
The Urantia Brotherhood is not moved by feer but by the sincere desire to build a
solld foundation of believers that can withstend the test of time and serve ==
Michael of hebadon would wish,

1. Mot since Jesus walked on eerth has there sppesred such a powerful nucleus of
religious instruction thet will attract so meny differently motivated men and
wornen--good, bad, and indifferent. Early readers were instructed thet the book
belongs to the era immedistely following the conclusion of the present ideologicel
strugole and cheos. They were told thet The URAMTIA Book wes being given to
those who were ready for it long before ks worldwide mission.

The warld iz currently in chaos. Religious antegonisms run rampant: and before the
reveletion i made public, we must assist in the netural unfolding of & more
fevorable cultural and religious environment. #/E MUIST SOSSESS OLIR S S IN
FATENMIE! The URANMTIA Book is not meant for the majority of people living in the
20th century. To indiscriminately and publicly over-revelate the book is to invite
dizaster and, in my view, would be & direct violetion of Michasl's planstery policy.
Adarn and Eve experienced what it meankt to trengress the well-designed steps af
evolutionary progress, and all subsequent generatiors have suffered from the
conseguences of impatience.

2. The rmedia is & fast, powerful and sensetional storyteller. A fear-generated
partraval of the URANTIA Book as an obscure end dangerous cult document could
surface in a small néwspeper and end up B A repeated story over national news.
The damaging effect of such negetive publicity could turn away streams of would-be
believers for marmy generations. We could lose a century of velusble time end an
untold number of earnsst, sesrching souls due to premetire overexposure.

3. If the URANTIA Book wes incorrectly interpreted ss directly and openly
challenging the authenticity and validity of the world's most powerful religions, the
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feer-ridden retribution and defense taken by dogmatic fundementalist or
tradition-bound religionists could lead to massive burning of the Fifth Epochal
Revelation. Case studies of 20th century Eurcpean history show that such barbaric
actions have widely occurred in the world's most “"edvenced and powerful” nations.
Because of our small and concentreted nurnbers, we would stand helplezsly by as the
Fifih Epochal Revelation joined the First in almost total failure.

4. Until there are thousands upon thousands of small study groups that ere led by
knowledyeable and lowal URANTIA Book readers, there is no erena to properly
introduce and comiort large quantities of potertial believers.

3. We heve a very young and small Lirantia Brotherhood. Until our numbers sre
greatly incresesed and our humen institution broedly advanced and well-staffed, we
could not withetand the organizetional demands of premature publicity,

6. We do not have enough trained teschers and leaders to interface with
knowledgesble theologians from the werld religions. We must be able to intelligently

and articulstely represent the Revelstion to the other world religions before we are
reedy for indiscriminate evangelization.

7. The URANTIA Book is not brosdly available in bookstores end libraries throughout
the United States end is wirtually unevailable worldwicde. Publicizing an unavailshle
book is a waste of energy.

8. We do not heve treined spokesmen who can deal sefely and effectively with the
media. Unskilled but weil-intentioned believers, discussing sensitive aress of the
URANTIA Book with skilled reporters, could find themselves sttempting to explain
subjects that even the angels would not attempt to explain to the unbelisver.

9. It would be unkind to teke awey people's faith and religious practices without
providing new forms. Ewvolutionary religion must be responsive to human neesds, and
we &re not Teady to fill the needs. Spesking very practically, we don't even have the
structure to perform weddings or funerels, not to rmention building & new world order
of relipious bellsvers,

10. We must first work with the Angels of the Churches to prepare the world for the
work of the Angels of Progress. We must live lovelly == tadpoles before we act like
frogs.

A CALL TO ACTION

“In our greet miszion of promulgating the URAMTIA Book, we heve been called
Soldiers of the Circles. To me, that is & delightful designation. We have been called
Mortal Selectman, Torchbeerers, the Salt of the Urantia Revelstion, a Ploneer Group,
Treilbrazers. We heave been sumrmoned to offer a new light to a frustrated church
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and a distracted world." (Christy Christensen, 1963.)

There ere a few critical outresch tasks thet reed to be accomplished to build a
strong and steble foundstion for the evolutionsry response to the Fifth Epochel
Fevelation. Among them are the following ideas:

'~ PERYINAL ACTIONS:

1. We rmust live the teachings of the URANTIA Book and be as "LIVING
LIGHTE-=PERSOMAL REPRESEMTATIVES" of & new and better life through exuding the
Joy and essurance of wholeheerted faith in our Heawvenly Father. 8y personally living
the gospel of Jesus, we wiil becomes hetter individusls, spouzes, perents, neighbors,
comrmunity members, national citizens, and world Temily participants.

4. We need eggressive, discriminstive end persussive introductions of The URANTIA
Book to new and open-minded truth seekers on & person-to-person basis. The hour is
now, and, I not us, then who will do the work? We must seek out religious-minded
individuels and petiently listen to their curent rellgious views end interests to
discover if they are ready. If zo, introduce the book. This technique should add
thousands of new book readers annually.

3. Person-to-person rninistry simed st revealing the anlarged Urantia view of our
Hesvenly Father to spiritually hungry individuals is runu:!amen;al to lasting success,

4. Person-to-person, friend-to-friend, femily member-to-family member
presentations of the Mew Revelstion of the Gospel of Jesus to spirftually open
incividuals will maintain lasting results.

3. We must begin the wise and discriminste interfacing with the various institutions
of society and incorporste the principles of the living religion of the URANTIA Book
into evolutionary chennels. To different people, thiz task will meen different actions:
but betwesn the diversified institutions of religion, educstion, health care, the wark
place, and home building there Iz greet opportunity calling. studhying and practicing
the early outreech ministry techniques of Jesus is our guide to a job well done.

6. For those celled to public ministry bevond the current scope of the wise
evolutionary plan for the disserninstion of The URANTIA Book, a spreading of the
book's teachings without mention of the book or its few controversial issues is the
most effective technique for preparing future believers for the Fifth Epochal
Revelation. The persistent preaching of the hew Revelation of the Gospel of Jesus,
without mentioning The URANTIA Book, will prepsre the werld for the book.
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ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIONS

i
1. Orgenizing and sustaining thousends of URANTIA Book study oroups will build the
most advanced religious institution the worled has ever seen. Good stuchy groups
generally enhence croup participation, provide freedom from ecclesisstical authority,
encourage a netural setting for group praver and worship, and offer a forum of
intellectusl belief and faith-building experiences. Success must come at the locel
level before it can work on & larger scale. A national and worldwicde rmovement
aweits criticel mess of the local component parts.

4. \We must wisely distribute The URANTIA Book throughout the world by ensuring it
iz eesily available in bookstores, libreries, and other netursl settings Tor the
Revelation.

3. We must tranzlate The URANTIA Book into the most important languages in the
world, This task takes our consistent donations of money and ranks as a top priority.

4. The training of Urantia leaders end teachers must take place. Educational efforts
airmned at this objective will provide the harvesters for the wheat that hangs hesay
for the harvesting. 'We need schools, seminaries, youth training programs, study aids,
and & vest array of other educational tools,

3. The Urantia Brotherhood must begin the wise and discriminate interfacing with
the various institutions of society end incorporate the belief systems of The
URAMTIA Book into rmodern evolutionary channels. For certain Brotherhood
commitiees, this task will require verving approaches: but between the diversified
institutions of religion, philosophy, end science there is grest opportunity awaiting,
studying and practicing the outreach rninistry technigues of the first four revelations
is our surest guide to a job well done.

A CALL TO LAITY IN THE URANTIA BROTHERHIOD:

During the lest few yesrs, | heve heerd increesingly criticsl and frequently unfair
comments about the Urantia Brothernood. Mo hurman institution becomes grest
without making rmistakes, without the pessing of time, and without the loyalty and
hard work of its members. You and [ are the Urentia Brotherhood, and we need each
other's love and suppart. Jesus told us to Iove one enother, to be & light to the
world, to be peaceful amongst ourselves, and to pray for our spiritual brethren. I
our actions and words are building bridoes of loyalty end goodness, then we sre living
the life our Master hes asked. If our actions and words cause Tighting and division,
then the Saving Grece that the world =o desperately nesds will pass from our hands
into those rore deserving and trustworthy.

The grestest evil we can commit would be to become dizlovel to the Universe
government and then to our hurman spiritual associstes. Owverly individualistic
tendencies are dangerous and rnust be tempered by group lovalty end group wisdom,
This Fevelstion needs us to care for and help one another. We will fail from tirme to
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time; we will occasionally fall, only to rise up again and advance forwerd == long as
we work together. When we grow weary, Jesus will carry our load until we ere
rested. We must wholehesartedly trust the Master end rely totally on His teachings.

I trust our leaders in the Urentia Brotherhood and publicly pledge my support and
lowalty to the potentially rost importent human institution on eerth: The Urantia
Brotherhood. In the spirit of our Master, Michasl, and in hermony with the Universe

governmant, let us all stand up together in peace and work for the success of this
Revelation and the Urantiz Brotherhood.




