Bill's Discussion 11 /17/48

HOW TO TELL PEOPLE ABOUT THE TRANTIA BOOK WITHOUT TELLING THEM AROTUT
THE UHANTIA BOOK

How to Discussa Truth without Imparting Fact

l. Eymbols - Valusble davice.
Include figures of speech. Can present truth vhen it is inad-
vigable to reaveal faot.

Exemple: Great White Throne. Before papers: "Long since an
appesl wae taken to the Great White Throne, but no ruling ie

ag yet forthcoming." This mesnt God %o each person present.
After papers came, it meant Anecients of Days. Truth, net fact.
Even in light of present knowledge, the term is true, meaning
8fU sovereignty. They avoided giving confuaing facts.

Another example: Bervitals becomling graduate guides. Central
Shining and Luminous FPersons, in Paperxz 24 or 25. Refused to
explain though specific guestions were asked whether it wes
Father, Son, or Spirit, or any combination. We interpret it
that way, but it 1s our interpretation. The first example has
been elarified. The second has not.

ogymbols are wonderful method of dealing with truth without
becoming stuek in the flypeper of unre¥ealad facts.Long ago

8 midwayer sald it wes extremely hard to answer our guestions
because we knew so little. We sustaln the same relationship
in talking with & non-Forumite.

2. Telepcoping
We shoild be intellipent enough- to learn grest lessong in
tesching by a careful study of the manner in which we ourselves
heve been taught by a feeulty of master teachsrs. In presant—
ing cosmology, the story of the universe, the authers of ihe
pepers do not seem to be %troubled by telescoping facts.Put God
2% the top and phenomena at the bottom. In the abasence of
informetion concerning intermediste points, the suthors den't
hesitate to refer the phenomena to God.

In the lat and 2nd editions of the papers, gravity weeg called
en attribute of the Father because Paradise was deelt with
only as a plece. Later, vhen they portrayed P. as having
functions, they shifted gravity from the Father to P. Keep
your telescoped line straight, not bulging. At no time did
our say the Eternal Son was the center of grevity. God was.

Hever worry about a Christien's confusion mErmimg eoncerning
Jeaus and the Et. Son. Represents & distortion in fset, but
not of truthe- becanse the Son could have done no more for us
than Jesus did. You are dealding with equivalente of divinity
from our perspeactive.

Two kinds of minda. One insists on Jesus as second person of
Deity. Don't disturb that concept. Our job is to help. Will

have to be esutious. second type of mind will be relieved
to know that God has many sons.
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Johah and the whale - Gmdiah's gueatlon. Jesus avaded
that guestion ag to fact and extracted the one and only
truth that is in it —- God's love for tha heathen.
etudy his anewer!

3. Avoldance
Avoid bringing inme new facts which may only beecloud the
truth vhieh you have to offer end which may frighten your
lieteners.

Bill's question one night: "Why don't we get replies to this
geries of questions?" Andwer: '"Tag compliceted. Thesas papers
are written primarily to save men's gouls, secondarily to
11luminate their minds."

Look first at man's soul, not his wmind, If you approg&ch him
intellectually, you may be tripped by intellectual pride. Youn
know so much more than he. We're not here to enlighten men,
we're to love them. Jesus didn't tell the apostles ko go out
and repeat to mepthe things he had told them, but to love them
28 he had loved them.Hold back your facts laat they trip you.

fitonement - Bill was asked about it before a fundamentaligt
congregation, steeped in John 3. He answered: "No man approaches
the Father save through the Son." Statement is correct.

Will not have to retract it later. The audience put its own
interpretation on 1t.

(When Charlie Rawgson gets guestlons on the atonement, he
attempts to swlteh the discussion to the cross. Explaing
that the atonement was Paul's attempt te describe the
meaning of the cross.)

Virgin Birth - "I'm not sure that &ny humen being or human
mind is wise enough to try to figure out how God accompllsheas
his enda. It seems presumptuous. It may have happened one
way or another. ® Not important how it happed, but that it
happened.

Bill's discussion with Jew about Jeszug!' divinity. "You explain
to me how you were born and I'11 explain how Jesusa wes born."
Sperm and ovum. Why does sperm penetrate — not go the other
wey? Why don't all sperms penetrate? Why do ecells divide —-
amebaes don't.The Jew conceded he didn't know how the PTOCEEBE
operated &8s it does. Accepted the broceps, but didnl't know
Why these thinge heppened. 8wallowed the camel, strained at
the gnat. Can't explain 1ife, so you don't have to explain

how Jesue got here.

4« Propriety
With Catholies, comment favorably on the purgatory concept.
Avelid known problems. Bill's diBcussion of seeculerism with
priest = Iin complete agreement.
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Simon Zelotee end the fire worshiper.Jesus saved the situstion.
Lon't subgtitute information for love and truth.

Question: Heow esn you convince somsons of the love in the
universe? fou can't eonvinee them. You heave to love them.
Plant seeds, and it's the Spirit of Truth that does the con-
vinelng. We are just sead sowers.

Essential error. In apoerypha there 18 evidence that the
authors used great tenderness in approsching the eonceptof
maltiple Sons of God. Willing to wait yeard for that concept
to grov. Ho chiek may be hatched without the shell and
after the chick 13 born, the shell iz of no use. If you
break the shell prematurely, you will kill the chick. If Fol
warm 1t with affection, the chick will peck its way out and
the shell will be discarded.

Ganid reprimanded Jesus becsuse he didn't help someone.

"The young men wasn't willing to be helped. Two things pog-
sible. 1. If he could live with us and if by our lives we
conld intriégue him to ask for help, we could help him.

2. If he llves long enough, adversity will maks him aak for
ey

Don't be over-sager. If someone shoves steal in your mouth,
you gag. You may 1likk steak and it may be the best, but
you're not eating it, it's being forced on you.

When pesople are too proud and don't want to be helpad, ask
them to help you. Remember Jesug and the young men in the
hille. Jesus sald he wase lost and asked the way.

5. Erineiples
Huch more importent that you tell people God loves them than
that P. ip the governor of the universe of universes. Talk
about fundamental prineiples.

Jesus taught 3 things about the Father: God 1s Father, Godm
is love, and God is spirit. You understand 2/3 - father ang
love, &t least on human level.Don't xnow what gpirit is except
that it's nothing like us. But that 1sn't important becauss

we don't axpeet to understand everything about God. Begare
of any teaching thet is Inconsiptent with thege fundamentals.
Yfou've got to start by egaumlng something. Assume Jesus knew
what he was talking about when he made these gtatements.

That's north. You can figure out the other directicnaz from
bhat.

Deal with prineiples, not so much with deteils. Give your
friend the big concept. Tell him about God. Don't worry if
he doesn't know about the mansion worlde.
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Flexibility

Don't be dogmetic. Have more than one sermon. Have more than
one wey of telling your story.

Discussion of religion with a fundamentelist in a cafeteria,
Eill spent time in cementing up the cracks in his religion.
Didn't dynamite the damg.

Discussion with 2 teachers. Bi1l started with Jasus' 3 gtata-
men%s About God. Agreed on those, Then God is infinite,
povwerful, wise (that knocks out the satonement). We ars at
alpha &and God 18 at Omega. Materially, we are dead sure about
alpha. Oan be spiritually sure about omega. If you raally
have faith in God, you can be sure of that. Then Fou can
speculate on what's In between. Bets would be mansion worlds,
modified Catholle purgatery, etc. Also discussed free-will
and man's evolutionary processes. Didn't discuss JBEUS or

the Trinity.




