CLARTFYING ODUTREACH PHILOSOPHY

Heredith J. Sprunger

Many people who long to serve and help spread the pood news of the fifth epochal
revelation are confused by conflictipg advice given by leaders of the URANTIA
movement, Some are even afraid of violating some "hidden" or "implied" directive
of the revelators of The URANTIA Book., It is time that these ambilguities be

laid to rest.

When the revelators gave the contact commissfon permission and divectives in
publishing The URANTIA Book, they pointed out that our world was not ready for
this new revelatory message. Contemporary society has never been psychologically
or socially ready for epochal revelation even though they are judged by divine
evaluation to be ewvolutionally prepared for higher spiritual truth. The revelators
af the fifth epochal revelation also knew that there were those within the Forum
who were plarning to announce the publication of The URANTIA Book by utilizing
mass medla channels. The leaderz of the contact commission were directed to
approach these who, with good intentlons, were planning to advertize the book
and try te persuade them that this would not be wise at that point in bime.

They were told that The URANTIA Eook's entrance into society was an evolutlonary
phenomenon and should be directed with evolutionary wisdom. Almost evervene in
the Forum saw the wisdom of building solid feundations and making careful plans
for the outreach mission cf The URANTIA Book.

In 1957 Irene and I spent an entire day with Dr, Sadler and Christy at the Sadler
summer home on Lake Michigan. Dr, Sadler and I had an in depth discussion about
disseminating knowledge of The URANTIA Book to the world, In reference to my own
involvement in outreach minlstry, Dr. Sadler gave me warm support but pointed out
that after St. Paul's conversicn he spent a number of years preparing himself for
his missionary activity and suggested this would be a pocd model for my cwn
preparation for outreach work. I totally agreed with the wisdom of this procedure.
Duripg the next twenty=five years thie was the central facus of my life plan and
preparatory experience.

The contact commission asked the revelators for speclfic direction as to how they
should proceed with plans for outreach mindstry. They refused to give any specific
guidelines but told them to study Jesus' plan of outreach ministry and fallow his
example. Over the years this balanced and sage advice given by the revelators,

and reinforced by Dr. Sadler, has deteriorated into s stereotyped, doctrinsire
ideclogical position taken by the majority of the power structure of URANTIA
Brotherhood which is bast described by the outreach attitude, "do nothing now."

As a result we have largely deprived ourselves of the opportunity te learn by
experience, which is the source of all evolutionary wisdom,

Mot only has our dogmatic ideclogical pesture robbed us of carefully directed
outreach experience but over the years many of us in leadership positions in the
Brotherhoad have thrown cold water on the good intentions and sincere desire of
many people to share the good news of The URANTIA Book., We have often reacted

in fear and anxiety and have projected the image of attempting te control or
discourage people whose spiritual enthusiasm led them to missionary activicy with
which we did not agree. Often we have assumed that all "loval” students of The
UBANTIA Book are those who agree with our doctrinaire position, We are woefully
lacking in experlential confirmation of our inflexible policy regarding outreach
minlatry. As a result we have not only refrained from any significant official




outreach activity in the Brotherhood; but we have discouraged anyene else from
any¥thing buc the most guiet and low key form of URANTIA Book Level ministry.

Jesus tells us on p, 1729.6 "The religion of the splrit means effort, struggle,
conflicc, faith, determimation, lowve, lovalty, and progress., The religion of

the mind=-the theology of authority--requires lictle or none of these exertions

[ram ies formal believers, Traditiom is a safe refuge and an easy path for those,
fearful and halfhearted souls who instinctively shun the spirit struggles and

mental uncertainties sssociated with those faith wayapes of daring adwventure out
upon the high seas of unexplored truth in search for the Farther shores of spiritual

realitics as they may be discovered by the progressive human mind and experienced
by the evolving human scul,"

Instead of cur tradition of plving pecple advice from decbErinalre posltions, we
ought to be encouraging these people te follow thelr own dinner splritual guidance.
Rather than instructing esger souls as to what they sheuld or should not do regarding
outreach ministry, we ought to follow the revelator's example and direct people

to study the outreach ministry of Jesus and follow his example aceerding to their
inner puidance and best wisdom. In my judgment, we have not fellowed the adwvice
of the revelators of The URANTIA Book nor the example of Jesus very clesely. We
hava spent more then twenty=five vears preparing for the possibilitwy of publie
ministry in the Indefinite future, fearing that it will come before we are
courageous enough to face its rigors and strong encugh Eo survive its public
confrontation.

Each person must find his or her own puidance in outreach ministry. [Follow what
vou sincerely beliewve is the Father's will in wyour own activities. Do not try

to dictate to other people ovr change their minds, Sacredly respect their right

to make thelr own decisions regarding ministey. Do not be discouraged when the
@lite fail to respond to what you believe to be che will of God. If such ministry
fe the will of God, then, as Jesus observed, there are thase from the highways

and byways who will respond.

My own personal puldapece and judgmeat Is that 1t is now time to initiate the
beginning phase of public mipiatey. For the past seveval yeara I hawve been
conducting such a ministry in the Fort Wayne community. I believe we should plan
careful, limited experiments in outreach ministry and seek to learn from this
experience, The paradox of experiential wisdem is that 1t comes most often from
the resulcts of poor judgd&n!_‘.: it those who are not brave enough Co experiment,

Eo act on faith, will never make those mistakes which will bring true experiential
wisdom,

I have a personal preference for person to persen minfstry becauvse I have had more
experience with this kind of outreach activity and believe it is the most effective
way ta relate to people; and, for me, the most rewarding. It alzo has the
advantage of ldmiting the damage of our mistakes. Many of tha pecple who profess
to belleve In this form of outreach ministry actually do very little of it.

I1f all dedicated students of The ' URANTIA Book introduced one persan a month to

the book, remarkable growth in the URANTIA movement would take place. Mormen
mizssionaries sometlmes make that many contacts in a single dayl

Traditicnally mainline Christianity has frowned on mass evangelism and has been
critlical of the Electric Church of the teligious television hucksters. The
majoricy of the leaders of the URANTIA movement have also warned of the dangers
of utilizing mass media to publicize The URANTIA Book. It is wise to minister
advanced truth on a person teo persen basls. Beware, however, of any doctrlnaire




positlons whethar they are radical or reactiomary, conservative or liberal.
Ministry should always reflect experience; and empirical data is invaluable inm
evolving practical wisdem, Although we should share the highest wisdom we have
about cutreach mipistry, we should not cry to dictate to people. In the final
analysis we must refer them te the inner guidance of the Universal Father and the
Spirlt of Truth.

Remember that work in locel communities is the basis of evolutionary sccial growth,

Do not expect spectacular rvesults and do not llve by delusions of grandeur.

Hatlon wide and warld wide acceptance and influence is the product of decades and
centuries of work in local communities. Use wisdom, not fear, in making decisions.

If you believe what vou are doing is the will of God and in harmony with vour own
highest wisdom, do not worry zbout conseguences==such as unpopularity or social
antagoniem, WHo significant advance in spiritual growth, no major upstepping of

truth, has ever occurred on our planet without secial turmoil. Indeed, history

teaches ws that higher spiritual truth does not achieve effective social communication
and viabiliecy until it reaches the stage of socilal confrontation,

Rather than fearing this time of ewvaluatiocn and testisg, we should anticipate and
welcome ic. The URAMTIA Book can stand the most rigorous examination., It will
not bepin to serve the mation or the world until in each local community it enters
this period of confreontaticn. This marks the beginning of its public service.
Jesus reminds us, "The religion of the spirit means effort, struggle, conflict,
faich, determination, love, lovalty, and pregress." (1729) We are sailing out

on the high seas of daring adventure with the fifth epeochal revelation; and we
have confideace in the destiny of this voyage of living faith!
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