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Anyone who has experienced a dynamic persomal relationship with God and
has dedicated himself to the demands of this relaticnship must do something
about it, Genulne religiom always motivates action and changes liwes, Jesus
emphasizes that service is the true indicator of our somship with the Upniversal
Father., BReligionists have often side-stepped the demanding discipline of spiritual
minlétry by engaging in religious substitutes such as theologizing, cult cultivation,
organizational sdmipistration, and mystical comtemplation. Cults and sectarian
groups tend to be centripetal, inward:; their focus and primary relationshipz are
with insiders. A more mature religion or religionist is open and outgoing and
secks to bring ministry to all mankind,

Service to our fellowman can take many forms and each of us must discover
which functionm or channel we find creative. We can serve God in every wocation
of society and throovgh all of the arts and sciemces. Jesus directs us to seek the
Father's Euidauuc and direction for our lives. All of us are mot called to the same
ministry. Courageously keep step with the music you hear; and so will the Father's
symphony of service benefit all peeple.

There are three basde forms of service in which each of us is challenged
to participate., First, we should strive to live the inspiring truths glven to
us, This is elemeatal. Second, we ought to engage in varicus tyvpes of material
service. We should aid the needy, work for social, economic, and legal justice,
and foster the actualization of human well-being. Finally, and most importantly,
we are called to participate in a spirdtual ministry to the minds and souls of
our fellows., This sharing and proclamation of the good news has, histerdcally,

effected the greatest transformation of human life of all of the forms of service.

And today there is a great need for the restructuring of the spiritual foundations

of socilety along with s marked increase In the world's hunger for a larger
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understanding of the universe and God.

Rew Potentlals of Miniscry

The latest and greatest truth the Master has coemitted into our hands is
the fifth epochal revelation. This momentous event has opened vast new potentials
of ministry., How are you actuslizing these dynamic possibilities? What fruits
of the spirit show that you have done something creative with this enlarszed vision
of truth in your life and in your service? Where have you sown this new seed of
truth? Are you cultivating soil and planting seed with care; or are vou merely
letting nature take its course and busying yourself with other things while the
winds broadcast the seed at random?

Only an enlarged and integrated vision of Reality along with the faith-power
of new revelation can bring about a spiritual renalssance on our world, The

crisis of our age challenges every serious student of The URANTIA Book te dedicate

himself or herself to some form of active and systematic outreach ministry.

Fields of Ministry

The most significant fields for spiritual ministry which will have a lasting
effect on cur culture and civilization are the religious imstitutions of our
society, No spiritusl influence has ever made an enduring contribution to our
world unless it has become instituticnalized. Although religious organizations
increase the potential for evil and cultocentric misdirecticn, no spiritusl dynamic
has been able to make itPway as a viable aspect of history without utilizing
institutional channels. This means that the basic way in which the teachings of

The URANRTIA Book can become an enduring and transforming force in the historical

process 1s through its leavening influence in the religious traditions of the
warld.,
In view of these experiential realities, it becomes clear that one of the

mest lmportant avenues of service in which students of The URANTIA Book can fumetion

is within the religious institutions of society, Spiritual leavening always comes

from within, This is, obviously, a slow and painful process; but there 1s no



ether way to spiritual growth. The guick f£ix is not pessible in an evolutionary
universe. Those who are too "turned-off," disenchanted, or frustrated to serve
actively in the religious institutions of soclety larpedy eliminate themselves

oné of the most important instrumentalities of )
frumnthe evolutionary process ino bringing about a spiritual renaissance on our
world. If the fifth epochal revelation is to make its way into our culture it
must first influence the lives of individusls:; but in ovder for these teachings
to survive and become a soecial force in civilization, these individuals must either
leaven the braditional religions of our world or create new entities which become
the channels through which these truths enlighten mankind,

Hopefully, the URANTIA wovement wlll move in both of these directions.
Although URANTIA Brotherhood is a nmew religious organization, it seeks to serve a
uplique role as a human institution. It does not aspire to initiate a new religion
or become a religious body which furnishes pastoral, sacerdotal, or worship services
as do churches and synzpogues, The Brotherhood functions primarily as an
educational-soclal institution with a religicus purpose. As such, it may be able
to contribute an icportant ecumenicsl ministry to all of the religions of the world.
The Brotherhood's objective is the spirituval transformatfion of mankind through the
leavening influence of the fifth epochal revelatien (and God's continuing, unified
gplrit ministry) in all of the institutions of our world.

In time there will be new relipious groups arising that recognize The TURANTIA
Book as the center of their faith and practice which will furnish all of the
pastoral, social, educatiomal, and sacerdotal services of contemporary churches
and synagogues. In the owverall picture, however, these new groups will most likely
serve a significant but minor role in the ewvolution of relipion on our planet.

The major events of future religious development, in all probability, will take

place within the religious institutions which have served the spiritual needs of

humanity for centuries. It is, therefore, witally ioportant that ever increasing

numbers of URANTIA Book students assume active leadership roles in the religious




institutions of the world. If we wisely prepare the ground, eventually thousands
of study groups will spring up within these historic communions.

Principles of Miniscry

Whatever form of outreach ministry you should choose to engage in, the
quality and effectiveness of that serviece depends, largely, on how it is done.
Idvine revelation and human experience have taught us the importance of the following
seven principles of ministry.

1. Use wisdom and balance in all of your service. Avoid extremes,
exhibltionism, oversell, and the spectacular. Learn to distinguish
between artistic good taste and the theatrical. Remember that personal
contact 13 more effective than impersonal mass communication. Understand
the wisdom and effectiveness of small groups, These groups form coalitions
and networks more open and dynamic than hierarchical bureavcracies and
self-serving cults, Such a network is many times greater than the sum
of its parts. It has multiple leadership, pluralistic policies, and
its cﬁit&r is everywhere. Start where people are, not where you are.
Communicate in their frames of reference and anticipate their natural
reactions. Combine the most expert knmowledge with the highest wvalues in
all of your ministry. Master your mind through the power of the spirit.
Be strong in the spirit; know that in liaison with God nothing can defeat
the spiritual purposes of your 1life. Be fearless but act with diseretien.

2. Let love create the atmosphere of all of your interpersonal relationships.
Remember that you cannot cummunicate effectively with others unless you
positively and unconditionally accept them with all of their imperfections.
Strive to prew.lrent your own bizses and limitations from interfering or
distorting your service to them. Support, stimulate, and help people;

do not seek to coerce them. See all of your fellows as persons of worth

and strive to bulld their self-confidence and self-respect., Be natural



and genuine and enjoy their company. Serve cut of love, & thankful heart,
end the joy of the act ltself, HMinistry 1s an intrinsic activity of the
creative mind and loving soul. Extrinsic motivation in service
compromises its spiritual walue. Serving &God even for good extrinsic
purposes such as building vour study group, society, or church, or even
to bring about a spiritual renalssance limits its spiritual walue and
personal satlsfaction. Minlster out of the intrinsic motivation of lowve,
thankfulness, and joy; and the extrinsic repercussions or results will
largely take care of themselves, Serve in the openness of creative

leve; but do not cry Eo manipulate people.

Temper wvour personal comvictions with philosophical ebjectivity. Always
be honest and open, Cultivate freedom of opinion and respect the right
of others teo disagree with yvour wmost deeply held convictions. Homor each
person’'s God-given right to self-determination. Try te establsih common
ground but do not contend with people. Let your enthusiasm for truth
animate vour discussions but never knowingly put people down or offend.
Becognize that evolutiom is the underlying principle of life. Do not
expect immediate results. All growth is unconscious and has mustard seed
beginnings, The roots of a new tree of life take decades to penetrate
the recks of tradition on which it is planted. Be patient but do not
become the victim of a fearful "do-nothing" psychology and bury your
talents and treasure in the bogs of stagnation or the quagmlires of cult
obscurities., Be concerned sbout ministering effectively but relatively
unconcerned about results, Realize that vour ministry must be planned
and conducted in the context of the law of readiness. Always minister
at the point of evelutionary readimess but do oot confuse this basic

preparation for the surface conditions of psychological and social readiness.
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A1l who have prophetic vision know that evolution, the plow of history,
eventually breaks the crust of indiwidual resistance and moves the clods
of social stagnation, Ee loyal and persistent im your service without
needing to see results or to be honored by success. It is ocur privilege
and responsibility to minister; the results are in the hands of God the
Supreme. In all thinge cultivate in yourself the mind and attitude of
the Bupreme. The vicissitudes of time do not change the poals of eternity.
Be actively ipvolved in routine, commonplace experiences. Grow, bloom,
and bear frult im the soil where you are planted. If possible, keep your
©ld social and religious ties strong and healthy, Share at the level of
fpiritual acceptance. When vou are a tadpole do not live upnder the
illusion that you are a trout or an eagle. Only dedicated and creative
tadpoling will bring you inner satisfaction and a sense of fulfillment.
These mundane activities and identifications will bring a sense of
proportion, genuineness, and integrity to your ministry. Forget the
failures of the past and do not allow yourself to be precccupied
anticipating the future. Live in the present in constant fellowship with
the Father and absorbed in the existential moment of experience.
Cultivate an active sense of humor., Humor helps us maintain a proper
sense of perspective, You can carry man-slzed or woman-sized loads when
you get the world off your shoulders. Do not take yourself too seriously
even though you are participating in important work. Be unconcerned
about prestige and status., Btrive to avold self-contemplation and
cultivate self-forgetfulness. Finite personalities can become tragic
figures when they lose their sense of perspective and fall to appreciate
the cnmEdy of life. WUWe need to laugh at ourselves and the frustrating,

ridiculous, and absurd situatiens we encounter. A light-hearted spirit
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can be a8 great asset in carrying the sometimes heavy burdens of ministry.
7. Above all, live with joy in vour heart and find joy in your ministry.

You beleng to the Father's kingdom which has an etermal future of

unimaginsble adventure and reward. Nothing can long prevent the fulfillment

of vour most ardent spiritual hopes and fondest dreams. All who experience

this faith in an ecernal destiny live with irrepressible jov even in the

midst of material hardship, soclal conflict, and seeming personal defeat.

As vou free vourself from the slavery of the lure of things, the

adoration or criticism of poeple, and the importance or precccupation

with self, you will experience the liberating joys of service. You will

also discover that in dolng sSo you are free from the egocentric social

pressura to be successful or to malntain a reputation. When your will

is in harmony with the will of God, the life of service also brings a

deep inner peace. This meaningfulness and joy of worship and service

transcends the rewards of all other human activitias,

Living Faith Acts

Ve are living in one of the iajur transitional periods of human history.
Our society desperately needs an enlarged spiritual wisiom which will give
guidance and stability to the new age which is struggling to be born. The

URANTTIA Hook has been gilven to us providing the spiritual fulerum to 1lift

our werld inte a new era of human achlevement. Our Scvereipn Master speaks

to us as to Peter, "If yvou love me, feed my sheep."



