THE COMMISSION TO MINISTER
The Way Jesus Taught Us to Relste to the Fathex

Meredich J. Sprimger

¢ I can thick of po better way of learning how to ralate to thes Father thsn
through the guldelines givem to us by Jeous and our own personal sxperisnce.
Jesus damonstrates and tesches us to seck s firat hand, perscnal relaticoship
with our Heswvenly Father.

Both Jesus snd the authors of The URANTIA Book point out thet anyone who
hes exparienced o dynamic porscnal relstionship with God snd hes dedicated
bimaelf to the demands of this ralatlonship must do semsthing about it.
Genuipa religion always motivatss action smd chengea lives. Many of ue heva
received just epough of em inoculstion of religion to have developed an
iemunicy to the resl thisg. We can comforgably intellactuslize snd amota
sbout it endlessly and thersby escspe the frult-baaring demsnds of actiom.
Heither high sounding worde, grandicsa plemz, mor good intentlons sre substitutes
for servics, for sctually dodng the Father's will.

Jasua conatantly emphesizes the centrality of service and £rult-besring
in out relstioneghip with the Pathar. Religlopiste bsve often sida-stepped the
demanding diseipline of spirictual minietry by engajing in religious substitutes
such as theologizing, cult cultivation, rule-meking, legslism, dogwatic procla-
mation, and mystic contemplation., The basic teachings of Jesus can be susmarized
by three worda: attitude, action, and outresch. We are to love God with 21l of
our hasrt, soul, and mind and cur neighbor an ourself, We actualize this Love

in the concrete action of creative marvlce; and this minlstry is to be directed
in en gputreach to the ands of the earth.

Lot uws recall in more detefl whiit Jesus hes to say abeut this 1ife af
mindetering to cur fellows. In tha parsble of the Sowar he {lluserates the
impowtance of sowing the ssed of teuth. This seed will obviously fall on
differont types of ground. The sowlpg is our responsibility: but the Tesults,
“0 & laxge extemt, are in greeter handa. We are remindad on p. 557 of The
UBANTIA Book, "The evolving soul is not mnde dwine by whaet it does, but by
what 1t etrivea to do." We cught to sirive to whet the sppetitss of our amsoc-
intes for truth (556) but not ba overly concarned shout zesulta.

e pexable of the Tvo Soms polnts cut that good inteptiope are mot enough:
actuelly doipg Che Pather's will da required of all true seos and denghters. O
as Matthew phrases it, "Hot evaryoma that saith emto me "Lord, lord' shell acter
into tha kipgdom of heaven; but he that dosth the will of oy Father which f{s in
baewen.” (Matt. 7:22) To Pater bhe satd, "Fesd my ehaep.” {p. 2048)

Tha pazebles of the Cood Samariten, the Lost Shaep, sud the Loet Codin all
empheaize the lwmportence of resching out o othags. Culta tend to be centripetal,
{mward; thelr primery relatiomships and focus is with insidere. Koowladge is
gshared cnly with cuwlt members and speclal guldanse ia ususlly clsimed by the
pelect faw. A mature religion or veligionist is open snd outgolng =nd secks ko
bring mindstry to sll menkind. When wa gurn from our in-group prooccupations,
we sea that, Indeed, the fields =sre white for the harvest but tha isborers are
fmy, The world hwmpsra for a vilsion of & larger mdepatanding of the cniverse
and - God.,
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Jegus sdmoniahes ua that one of cthe witel wavs in which we relate with tha
Father ia through the talemts and tressuts givem to us. On page 1917-18 we
read, "Truth is livipg; cthe Spirit of Truth is ever leading the children of light
into new veslms of ppiritusl reslity and divine servica. You ars not givan truth
to erystallize into sectled, safe, and honorad forme. TYour revelation of truth
must be so snhanced by passing through your parsonal axpsrfence that new beauty
and actusl spiritual geipe will be disclosed to all who behold your epirituai
fruits end in conpequsnce theracf are led to glorify the Father who iz in hesven.
Only thoese faithful servents who chus grow in tha kpowledge of truth, and who
thereby develop the capacity for divine appreciation of spiritusl realfties,
cim evar hope to 'emter fully into the joy of their Lord.' What & sorry sight
for successive generationsa of the professed followers of Jepus to say regarding
their stewardship of divine truth: 'Here, Mastez, is the truth you committed to
us A hundred or a thousand years ogo. We have losgt nothing:; we have fpdithfully
preserved 81l you gave uvs; we have allowed no changes to be mede in that which
you taught us; here i1s the truth you gave us.' But such a plea copcerning
spiritusl indolence will not justify the barren stewaxd of truth ian the prasapce

of the Master. In accovdance with tha troth committed to your hands will the
Maater of truth require reckoning."

These ringing worde of the avthors of The URANTIA Book arae s clsrion call
to sctiom. We further rvead on psge 1780, 1E you &re not a positive and mission-
aty evangel of your religion, you are asli-decelved in that whet you call religion
iz only & traditionsl belief or & mere syatem of intollactusl philosophy." We
are told on page 279-80, "in the universal regime you are nmot rackoned as hawing
pomseesed youraelf of knowledge sod truth mtil you have demomstrated your ability
and your williognese to impart this knowledge and truth te others."

The lstast and greaatsst trath which the Haster has cesmdtted into our handn
is the f£ifth epochal revelation. Wheet frulta of the spirit shov that you hava dons
something crestive with this enlarged vielon of truth in yvour Jife amd in your
servicae! Where have you sovm thiz new seed of truth? Are you cultivating aoil
gnd planting seeds with care; or sre you marely letting oature toke its couraa
and busying yourself with other thinge while the winde broadcast the sesed at
random? Are you content to admire this beautiful tressure of wiasdom, drinking
in lre great truthe, and circumgpeactfully sharipg them with a few initistes of
your incgroup and then returning che Erassure mgain to 1ts cloasE? Or are you

putting this Cressure Lo work in the world where 1t can enrich all of the paoples
of the earth?

i moreé hapdful of apostles and disciplas of the fourth spochal revelation
turped the Romen world up-side-dowm. Although thoussnds of people are students
of The URANTIA Bock most of them are "closat" followers of the fifth epochal
mevalation. After twenty-five years of preparing for the time when we will have en
cutreech progrem, the world, gensrazliy, is obliviocua to 1ts existence. I think
the time has come to inltiate a wise, but open, outreach ministry to the world.

I would remipd you that virtwaliy all of tha major apiritual advancea of
hiotory wers spearbeedsd by Isymen. The religicus professiomals not only aze
tho stmmarda of vested fpterssta, but thedr spiritusl vielon has boen shsped
Bnd circumswribed by iascltutions]l forms and ctheolopical structursa. It de perfectly
naturnl for the prieste living in Jerusalem o doubt that anvihing of real walua
eoild originate in Hazaveth. This places an extrsordinary responsibility in the
hands of laymen for the ipleimtlon of sny spoechsl spiritual rensissanca.
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It is easy for mew spiritusl movemants to ba capturad by cult dynemics.
They tend to become precccupied with {n-group sctivities and functione, organ—
izational developments, legalistic disjutes, and internal pover struggles in the
place of the proclsmation of truch and spiritual mfniatry. Tha only escape from
this cultocentric trap is to relete to the Puther as Jesus teught his apostles:
by engaging in an active, outgeing proclemation of the good news; we cem transcend
the cultocentric predicament through & courageous attenpt to share these great
truths with all mepkind. I would imvite all serdious students of The URANTIA Book
to dadicate themselves to aome form of active outreach ministry.

This service to our fellowmen can take many forme and each of ua must
diecover which funmction or chemnel we find crestive. Wa can serve tha Father
in every vocation of man snd through all of the arts snd the scispces. Jesus
diracts us to sesk the Fathar's guidence snd direction for our iives. All of ‘s
are not called to tha psme ministry. Coucageously keep step with the music you
hear. Whether it be the call of the trumpets, the cadence of the deumes , -the
malody of the woodwinds, the emquisite strains of the violine, or the quiating
harmony of the harp - fellow your own inner leading sad so will the Father's
syephony of service bemefit all menkind,

. Thore ara threa basic forms of service in which we ara chellenged co part-,
ficipate. Firet, we should strive tc live the grest truths given to us, ' This is
alemsntal. Second, we ought to engage in various types of material serviesz. |
We should ald the needy, work for socisl, ecomomic, and lagal featice. apd foscar
the.gctuslization of humen well-being. Fpally, and most importantly, wa.aze. called
b0 emgage in a spirfitual ministry to the minds &5d souls of our fellowm.  'This'
sharing and proclamstion of the good news has, historfcslly, effected the greatest
transfommation of huean 1ife end socfuty of 211 of the forms of miniatry. Spiritual
miniatey ie the wost vital end far-resching wey to share the gragt truths of |
mevalation emd experienca.

48 this serviea relates to the fifch epochal reveletion, probmbly thg'mﬂl_::
eriticsl dacieiom each of up must meks is whether we sre going to svhare this lacger
reveiation of truth divectly or indiresecly, whathar we aze goleg to '"bootleg" it
9f openly shara it, whether we ave godng to be "closet” mtudents of The DRAKTIA
Baglc or ldentify oursalves with it apsnly in our daily life. After more thon
twealy yesrs of axperimenting with ways to "Bootleg" the teachimgs of The URANTTA
Bock, I sm convimeed thet only The URANTIA Book ieself hes the potential to bring
& spiritusl rensigssnce to our plznet.

Hoet of the comcspis of The UBANTIA Book sre alrsady in the thought pattemma
of Weatern Civilization. It is the wmigue integration of chese idess in The '
URABNTA Book which mekes them effsceiva. Hasy theologlans, miniskers, apd |
edycators are curvently prepspting the sssentisl truths of Tha URANTIA Book in
thair teachings. This im ¢.ing wmuch good but it lacks iha Inotepracive ‘spizdtuel
viglon and faith powar of & revelakery breskthrough. Only the coherent masassge
of The URBANTIA Book itself hes the dynamic to bring about a tranaformastion of
the contesperary hussn condition.

I recogpize that much am open mioistry is pot for timtd souls. It im
difficult for people who ara balanced, solid citlrmme in their communities to
risk baicg viewed as "diffarent” or belonglng Co soma stremge cult or movement.
Let ua not forget thet piloneers alwaye fsca difficulty amd hapiekdp. Plonesring
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is a rigorous and lonely peth of servica. Do not imsgine that opposition and
opprasslon are only aberations of tha past. WHew snd enlsmrged truth will be
attack ip avery era of historiesl developmemt. Weverthsaless, for those who have
courage guided by wisdom, bringing 2 knowledge of the fifth apochal revelation

to the individugle snd instituticoe of our world is ops of the most important
mlnistries of modern timen. An Srchepgel of Hsbadon reminde us, "The weak indulge
in resolutions, but the strong act. Lifa is but & days work - do 1t wmil. The
act is ours; the consequences CGod's." (556)

Whatever form of outreach mimietry you should choose to engage in, let me
ghare some prinmciples which may help to guids this service. I would invita you
to adapt, internelize, end 1iva by tha following seven primciples of ministry.

l. Usea wisdom and balapce din all of your service. Awold extremes, exhibitionism,
owersell, and tha epectaculiez. Learn to distinguish betwesan artlscic good
' tasta and the thestzical. Hesemher that pavrsomel contact is wmore effective
: then izpsracnal maess commundcstion. ; Start whera people ara; not whare you
.., Bxe, Commumicete In thelr frames of reference and soticipate their natursl
“f. vasctions. Combins the most axpert knowledge with the highest walues inm
" ell of your mipdstry. Haster your mind through the powsy of the mpirit.
Ba stromg in the opirit; know that in liasison with God nothing can defaat
 tha apiritesl purposes of your lifa. Ba Isarlsse but sct with dlecration.

Theee groups form

¢ then hiererchicgl bureavecracies

Such & petwork is memy timea grester then the swm of

It has multiple leadership, pluralistic paliciee, and its center

is averywhere.
o

2. Lat love creste the stmeapheze of all of your intsrpersonal relatlonships.
Reximber thot you csonot commmicate sffectively with othere unless you
posltively and uncondltionnlly accapt them with all of their imperfecticns.
Strive to prevent vour own bissss and limitatiopns from Interfering or
dieterting your service o chem. Support, stimulete, smd help pecpla; do
not seek o coaryce them. Gea all of your fellows as perxsons of worth
and strive to bulld their self-confidence and eelf-rvespect. Ba natursl and
gemuinge apd enjoy thalr cowpaony.

Serve out of love, a thackful heart, and the joy of the act iteslf. Ministry
iz &n int@ineic sctivicy of the craativa ndod snd the leving soul. Extrinsic
motivation in sszvice compromises itz gpiricurl velos. Serving God even

for good extrinsic purpeass such a8 bullding your etudy group, scclety, o
ehugch, or even to bring sbtout & sepiritual renaiseance limita its spiritual
valve and personal aatisfgotion. Hinfater out of the intrinsic motivation
of love, theokfulpess, znd joy end the extrineic repercussions or resultse
will largely teke cars of themselves. Serve with the openness of crestive
love; but do oot tTY o meEpipulste pacpla.

Eroups.

3. Temper your persomel convictioms with philssophic objectivicy. Always
be honest apd open. Cuitivate freadom of opinfen and reapect the right
of others to digsagres with your most desply Beld comvictiona. Henor aach
perason's God-given right to self-dstermipation. Ty to eztsblish common
ground but do pot contend with people. Lat your enthusiasm for truth
sndmate your discussiono but never koowingly put peopls down or offend.

Becopniee thet evolutlon is tha mnderlying priociple of 1ife. Do not
expact fzmadipta rasults. All growth is meopscious 2nd hes miatard asad
begionings. The roots of a new trae of life tzke decmdes to pepetrete the
rocks of tradition om which it iz plantad. Ba patient bat do oot bacome
tha wictim of & fearful "de-nothicg" peychology mnd bury your talents apd
trgaaure in gtegnation or cult obecurities. Be concernad about mindztering

Underatapd the wisdom snd effectiveness of small
coali rions apd networks more open and d

and self-perving. cults.

its parte.
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affectively but ralatively unconcerned sabout results. Reslize thit your
minietry muat be plenned end conducted in the context of the law of readinsss.
Always minfster at the polnt of evolutionary readinsss Mut do not confuse
this bapic preparation for the surface conditioms of peychological and social
readinesa. ALL who have prephotic vision koow that evolution, the plow

of bistory, eventunlly breaks the crust of isdividual resistance and moves
the clods of sociel stagnstion. Be loyal smd persistent in your service
without needing to see results or to be homored by suvccess. It is our
privilege and respomeibility to mindeter: the results are in the hands of

God the Suprems. In all chinge cultivate in yourself the wind and attditude
of tha Juprema. The viciseitudes of time do not chamge the goals of aterndity.

Be actively imvolved in routins, commonplace experiences. Grow, bloom,
and bear frult In the soll whare you are planted. If poseible, keep your
old social and religious ties strong and healthy. Share at the lavel of
spiritual sccsptance. When you are & tadpole don’t pretand to ba & trout
or an aagle. Only dedicated snd creative tadpoking will bring you ipnsr
satisfection end a sense of fulfillment. Thess mundens activicies and

- ddantifications will bring a eense of proportiom, genuinsoese, and .

7.

integrity Co your ministry. Foxget the fallures of the past and do uot
allow yourself to be precccupled sotieipating the future. Live in the
present in constent fellowship with tha Father snd absorbad fin the _
axistential moment of experisence. S

. R Ry
Cultivate s active seuse of huwor. Humor helps us maintzin & proper sepse
of perspactiva. You &y carry useful man-sized or womsn-sized losds when
you gat the world off your shoulders. Do not tzke yourself too saricusly
evon though you are participsting in importent work. Be uneoncarned sbout
prestige and status. Strive to avedd sslf-contemplaticn snd cultivats
self-forgetfulname. Finite persopalities can become tragic figures when
they lose thelr ssase of parspective end fall to appraciate the comedy of
1ife. We nead go laugh st ourseivan snd tha frustrating, ridiculous,

&nd sbgurd pituntions wa emcounter. A ldghe hesrted zpirlec csn be a great
apsat in carrying the scectimss heavy burdens of miniastry.

Abova sil, live with Joy in your heart sod f£ind joy in your miniatry. You

- belong te the Father's kimgdom wiich hos an eternsl future of missgineble

gdventure and reward. Hothing can long prevent the Ffulfillment of your
most ardent spiritual hopes and fondest dreems. ALl who expariemce this
faith in an eteroal destiny live with irrepressibls joy even in tha midst
of materisl hexdship, social conflict, end seeming parsonel defemc. As
you irea yourself from Che elavery of the lure of things, the aderatisn or
criticiem of psople, snd the importance or precceupation wich sz2lf, youo
will experlsmce tha liberating joys of service. You will also discover
that in dodng so you are frer from the sgocantric soclsl prassure of bedlng
succapsful and asteblishing or meintaining a reputecion.

Hhena our will is in harsopy with the Universsl Fathar, tha joy of service
also bricgs a deep inner pesce. Whem you no longer sxperience this peace
of mind and joy in your mivdstwyy, find enothar chonnel of service which
does £il1l your heart with joy bacausa you feel thazt you sre where vou
balong, whare your Heavenly Wather wiches you to parve.
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Let me now summarizs what we have shared togethar. Jepus by axempla and
teaching tells the one thing necessary in our relstfonship with the Univarsal
Fathar is te axparisoce a pevecnal fellowship with him, a living faith. This
living faith sctuates thres great spiricual truth TaNponEas

1. Loving at¢itudes - towswd God and msn.
2. Dedicated action ~ servies wotivation.
3. Outraach mindetry - commmicating tha good oewa to all cthe world.

Ihese thres grast spiritual truth responsss are sugmentad by tha seven principlea
of miniacry:

1. Wiadom :I.n:l'.tlltiun.

2. Love radiation,

3. Philosophical discretion,
4. Evolutionary considaration,
3. Commonplace participationm,
6. Humor raalizatiom, and

7. Joyful compumation.

Now may living feith, the cns all-encompassing requirssent of szomship, inapirs
“a to mciualiza the thres grsst cruthe of sarvics, guided and eghamced by the
szven-fold principle of minfstry. I wieh you Godspaed in your adventura fn pervica.

I should idke o closs with thras werses of a prsyer hymn writtem by
Weehingtom Gladden im 1879,

0 Haeterw, let 2a walk wich Thaa

In lowly paths of sarvica frea;

Tall ma Thy ascrat; help me bear

Tha strein of teil, tha frat of came.

Halp me the slow of haart ce move
By soms cloar, winming word of love:
feach ma the wayward feet to stay,
And guide them in the homesmrd way.

in hope that pende a shining zay

Far down the future's bread'ning way,
In peace thet only Thou capat give,
With Thea, O Mastar, lat me live. Amen.
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