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We know from our study of the origin end nature of humen personality thet

we sre the materiel and evolutionary children of & God of love. We also
know that this God of universal love is & God of infinite wisdom. In
sceordance with his love and wisdom, God has confronted us with the material
fact of human imperfection at the m« time placing within the hmm mind
and heart a spark of divime perfection -- & epirit guide or monitor that
individualizes for each of us the living love of the everlasting God. This
fect of cresture imperfection and this inmer presence of the gift of God
 present man's personslity with tﬁq greet challenge; the Hesvenly Father's

gupreme mandate: "Be you perfect, even as 1 am perfect.”

There is & great moral issue placed in this life before the free-will of the
personslity of men. This is the issue of matter versus spirit —- the things
of this world versus the spiritusl velues of this world &n& the worldas beyond.
If the gosl of msn is solely mesterial, temporal, aud self~gesking, then hes
that man, in effect, prostituted nis Uod-given freedom of choice to the unarrow
service of self. In the last analysis, such a self-serving human being is
very close to being a self worshipper. For as Jesus truly said, "Bhere your

treasure is, there will the heart be also."

If & man's tressure is spiritusl, even the doing of thie will of God, then

has such an enlighbened person embarked on the long, long trail of the pursulti

of the ultimate spiritual value -- & pursuit that can end only when the personality
of the perfection-hungry creature stands face to face with the God of Perfection

at the center of all things.
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43 the supreme morul lssue is drawn in this 1life, it is as between matter amnd

spirit, between the will of God and the will of uman.

Let us first tske cognizance of the fact thet men ie indwelt by s bestowed
spirit nucleue (the Thought Adjuster). 8Second, that the mind of men iz en
intellect system designed o work around this spirit nueleus. Zhird, that

the mind of men ie designed to functlon in, and t0 exercise dominance over,

the physical body &nd, te & certain extent, the materisl environment. Its

reel purpose is to provide the mechanism for maxing decisions in conformance
with the will of tne personslity either to follow or not to follow the Adjuster'e
loving leadings, tne path of eternal life. HReal trouble, or lasting disappoint-
ment -~ in otner words, spiritusal death -- can come only if self-sssertion
should presume fully to dlsplace the governing power of the central spirit

nucleus, thereby disrupting the cosmic scheme of personslity identity.

It is the personslity tuslt must choose between the service of self and the
selfless service of God. This desire to serve the Father in heaven —- to do

his will on earth -- I8 the only possible way in which we may obey that inspiring
invitation of our Master that hes rung in Christiaen ears through nineteen

centuries of time: "Follow me.™

4s we follow tuls lMasler of men in our dsily lives on esrth, our hesrts bow
with Him in worship and adoration of "our Father who is in heaven." ¥e sare
as one with Jesus of Nazareth as we enshrine the name Fatiher, Heavenly Father,
in our hearts. 4And aus we work ln our everydey tasks, we work not only for
ourselves but also, with Jesus, for God that his kingdom msy come on earth

with all of the glorious splendor wherewith it is manifest in heaven.
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In cur seeking for & livelihood, in our quest for the bread of this world,
we ghould be ever mindful salso tw feed our souls with the bresd of life. 4nd

in our contacts wlith our fellownen, in our dealings with our brothers in the

flesh, we will show forik mercy snd loving kindness even as we expectantly hope
to receive these good tings from tne Heavenly Fatiier himself. 4nd always, as

we work and serve, as we labor with material things sud seek for spiritusl values,
#ill we be mindful that it is God's kingdow, God's power, and God's glory thet

We seek. And tuese things which we seek shall abide, even forevermore.

"The keys of the kinmgdom of heaven are: slucerity, more slocerity, snd more sincerity.
All wen have tnese XKeys. Men use them to advance in spirit status by decisions,

by more decisions, and by more decleions. The highest morsl cholce is the cholce

of the highest possible value, and zlways, in any sphere, this is to choose to

do the will of Uod. 4if wman thus chooses, he 18 grest, though he be the humblest

citizen of Jerusem or even the least of mortals of Urantie." (P. 4%5, par.8)

The exercise of moral courage, the making of moral decisions, cen lead only %o
the development of moral strength. Those who gain entrance into the kingdom
must be honest of neart, end Lhose who desire to progress in the kingdom must
Arxow in morsl strength. If such strength turns inward to men's spirit nucleus,
to the divine Adjuster, then all is galuned. Then may the morasl transcend the

ethical in reaching for the spiritual.

"Hben man mekes & reflective woral choice, he experiences & divine invaszion of

his soul."™ (P. 2095, par.4)

You are not coasclous of the wignty and loving work belng wrought within all
of you who permit these efforts by your consecrsted declsiong. You of sincere

beart should not be dismayed over appsrent {azilures or by perplexing confusions -



by the difficulties between tue mortal and immortel natures. Our Father in
heasven koows all of your struggles and your longiungs. He loves you with ap
inexheustible love. Open your hearts and let his affection spesk to your

sortal self and feed the immortal soul.

The Universal Fathier bes equipped us royally, he has endowed us with all the
attributes and powers necessery to respond to his chailenge. He has iuvested
us with the priceless power of choice that sccompanies his gift of personality.
se has entrusted to our custody & small portion, an Adjuster fragment, of his
unfethomable nature to serve as our spirit mucleus aud as our pilet to his
presence on Paradise. Having thue endowed us he challenges us greatly, and then

walts patlently to see what we will do with these priceless gifts.

From each of us he ssks for ell that we heve. Bub this "all® is elwaye in pro-
portion to our capacity to give. To one he seys, "Be & good shepherd; feed my
sheep.” To anotuer he may say, "Lesrn to love men sz I have loved you." To some
he asks, "Do you love me?"™ OFf others he queries, "Do you trust me?" Of yet
aaotuer he may ask, "Do you believe in me?™ (P. 2047, par.2). Always is the
chiallenge personalized and individuaslized; not a challenge to sll men but a
challenge 1o gach men. 4nd 1t is alweys mude in terms of the cupabilities of

the particulsr individual whom God is personslly challenging. Alwsys does he

fteke vote of the man, in whui maoner he wes born.® (P.314, par.g)

God has enriched us beyond compare. He is challenging ue to invest our "talents"
with profit; profit to ourselves and to his creation. But sbove all, he is
challenging us with love, with an infinite love that is sll but blinding in the

intensity of ite manifestation. 4nd the cuestion thet confronts us snd every
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other being in this universe &ge is a very simple one: What are we doing with
thig love, this love thal we can feel even without understending it? What are

we doing sboub it, here and now? THE 4CT IS OURS!

dnd may you all become valiant soldiers of the circles -- wholeheartedly
enlisted in the solid ranks of those wortels who shall go forth in this coming
battle for truth sgalanst error under the unfaltering lesdership of the mighty

seraphim of progresgs.
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