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How Is the Unity Initiative Going?

by Janet Famington-Graham, President

During e past year members of the Fel-
lowship have explored the issugs and oppo:-
tunities related to the unity initiative
infroduced by the Foundation Trustees in
February 1997, As a result of this explora-
tton, our comprehension of spiritual unity
and our relationships with oiher readers,
regurdless of arganizational afTiliation, have
grown significanily.

We hive come to understand that unity is
derectly related to personality. contuct; there
arc no words or actions, policies or legalities,
negotintions or accusations that can affect
spirttual unity as profoundly as the opportu-
nily to mest face to face with another rcader,
tar share dreams and visions and to spread the
benign virus of love from one commited
believer to onather,

When readers meet, differences of opin-
ion and culture seem to diminish os diverse
perspectives inform and transform the other,
the unfamiliar becomes l25s threatening, and
the common becomes mars |:I:||:“|_1|1:.|:|:_155:ing_
When readers meer, lear fades and love
previls,

Thiz seemingly universal truth suggests
that spiritual unity 15 strengthened by an
embrace of diversity; the preater number of
unique perspectives we encolnter and
encourage, the more opporunily there is for
love to conquer fear—in our own hearts and
in the hearts of all others. In this way, we can
aceomphsh the goal of unity within the Uran-
tin community; for this reason, personality
contict has become the cornerstons of the
Uity initiative,

And what better way is there 10 serve the
revelation T Providing opporiunities for all
reiders to study and disseminate the revela-
lion together regardless of organizaticnal
affiliation builds community, and o strong
community will atiract more interest in the
revelation,

The Fellowship will continue to provide
imtormation and suppart for all reader activi-
ties withoul regard to political opinion or
religious belief. Cur philosophy as an argani-
zation depends on an ungualified embrace of

| diversity, an uninhibited and progressive

relationship with every brather and sister 1o
whom we may be of service: our philosophy
requires that we actively disseminate the
revelation in partnership with all others who
are comnitted o this work, Please send us
information on events of interest to the
greater rendership for inclusion on the web-
site cvents calendar, We will encourage the
cross-fertilization of ideas and cultieres every
cliance wie gel.

This spring, several Fellowship leaders
are planting 1o attend the 1A MNational

conference in Mushville the weekend of April
30-May 3. A team of Fellowship and 1UA
leaders has planned & spiriteal retreat at the
beautiful Glen vy Community in Southern
California for the May 28th-31st weekend
Several members of the LA and Foundation
are petively involved in planning the Fellow-
ship's 19949 International confiersnce in Van-
couver B.C., 10 be held the week of August 7-
[2. How is the unity initiative going? With
evary personality comtact between diverse
membars of our unique community, we take
another smail step.

The current work in proaress for ihe
Educition Committee includes the fourth
Wrightwood Series, “Cult and The Ui
fiee Bk, The central goal of this Wright-
wood pancl's work is (o at once demystily
and redeline “cult.” A successful secon-
dary work in this area could do much to

The Urantia fook by framing the discus-
sion in the context of the revelation as a
whole,

This project is moderated by long time
reader Alison Gurdner of Great Falls, Vir-
ginia, With the exception of Alison, all the
parelists, also long-time siidents of The
Liraniia Book, are new o the Wrizshtwood
Series, which wis designed to gssemble
sets of rexders 1o produce in-depth topical
studies that potentinlly moy ke of greal
interest 1o the public, as well 45 existing
readers. Previous Wrightwood Scries
addressed Gender, Spiritual Communily,
and Race.

correct and presage misunderstandings of

UFCOMING WRIGHTWOOD SERIES IV

Cult and The Urantia Boolk

The panelists are currently preparing
tor an intensive roundtable meeting,
underwritten by the Fellowship, which
will take place in Virginia in January. It is
the panel’s intention to publish papers
generated through this work in 1999 Ar
the very least, a preliminary draft or sum-
mary of “Cult and The Lrantio Boak” will
be made available by June of 1999 in
imlicipation of @ major panel presentation
and workshop at Spirit Quest 2000, the
Fellowship's Intermational Conference in
Vancouver, British Columbia, scheduled
for Angust,

The coninbuting panelists and their
araas of cxpertise are Toan Wentworth of
Crete, Greece, covering “The Historical
and Anthropological Antecedents of Culi-
ism™; Steve Hecht of Acton, Massachu-
aetts, whe in “'The Religious Meaning and
Value of Cultys,” examines the philo-
soplical and spiritual elements of cult

(Canttnued on back cover |




URANTIA BOOK PLACEMENT ON THE HIGH SEAS

When the Golden Gate Society ot
invalved with distributing remmants of the
Uwersa Press edition of e Urawiio Bock, |
volunteered o serve as book steward. My
role is to coordinate placement of these
books for the socicty. My approach has besn
te encourage placements with “sysiems”
such as city and county libraries, The Mavy
ship idea came from extending our placement
aboard 10 merchiant ships 1o inclede nuelear
aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines due
to their extended deployments. Having
served a5 an officer in the LS. Coast Cuoird, 1
i avware the services have standard distribu-
tion lists. 1 have a standard letter to the Com-
manding Officer, which [ include with each
boak.

[ undesstand that many societies order a
case of 10 books and then set aboul 1o place
them, What [ have done was 1o find L0 sites
to place the books, order them, deliver them
and order more. Michalle Klimesh, who

-
E].-:I'rl,:'.i:-::-m f..l’i'?' é?uem"a‘

February 3-7—Fellowship General
Council Meeting, Corisbad, CA.
Cieneral Council meetings are
apan to Fellowship members. For
mare information, contact The
Llrantio Book Fellowship at (773)
F27-0-24; e-mail: . fellowshipia
urantinbook.ore,

March 27-28—8aciery of Greater
Mew York Retreat, Warwick Cen-
ter, Warwick, NY, A weekend of
study, worship and reversion in a
bucalic sctting, For mose informa-

| tion, contact Gary Deinstadt (314
276- 1026, e-mail; deinstadii
evburban.com.

Apnl 2%-May 2—United States Uean-
fia Association Sudy Conference,
Mashville, TK. For more informa-
tion, call Urantia Foundation (773
3253319,

LY

For more detul on events listed above
ar to find out about other cvenis wor
listed lere, check the Fellowship's
wibsite calendar, Go to: httpsiswwsy,
ubfellowship.org/news'calendar,

by Jerry Pando

oversers the Fellowship's Uversa Book Dis-
fribution Project, was hefpful in approving
my latest order of 80 books. Also, [ have had
the support of the Golden Gale Society,
which pays the postage (about 51.50 por
book placed). Recently, the Lear Foundation
gave 3500 for general pssistance and 5250 of
this fund was budeeted for future Uversa
Press postage. To date, 260 books have been
placed. We are now looking at ULS, Army
base libraries as possible placement sites,
Even though placement of the books has
been rewarding for all involved, | found i
most rewarding to work with my wife, Beth,
Together, we formed a *Urantia Team," host-
ing a Urantia study geoup in our home every
Sumnday, She also helps [old the insens, stick
the Gobden Gate Society label inside the froni
cover, wrap the books, and stick on the
address labels. Also, since these go o APO

wieeks ago | had the 80 bhooks picked up in
Boulder by my cousin, 4 non=LDliraniic Book
reader. He transfemed the 80 books 1o his
brother's car, as he was leaving the next day
for Utah (where | wis mised Catholic in a
Latter Day Saints environment). He told me
later that ke hod opencd a cose and Kept one
of the books, as he was curions! While in
Ltak Tor my Gather’s 7510 birllsday, 1 had the
opportunity to wrap and mail B0 books!
Since my wife was visiting her daughter in
Colorado Springs, | recruited my dad and 72-
year-old maother 1o help! Wrapping 50 books
fakes about 8 hours, and both my parents
were wonderful in helpimg. | told my parents
if they lad any trouble geing inlo beaven, 1o
tell 5t Peter they had wrapped Lirastia
Bopks. Also, my brother came over and,
while walching, asked if the submarines
wioitld maind gelting a used book. From s

addresses, we need o special Customs Decla- | comment, T knew he wanted fo borrow a
ration, whicl must be Tilled out on each. Four | book, so [ lent him my copy.

SOCIETIES—A BRIEF HISTORY AND CURRENT
THOUGHTS

By Caralyn Kendall

Societies are not quite as old a5 the Fel-
loweship Cformerly known as Urantia Brother-
hood). The Brotherhood was founded
January 2, 1955, whereas the first society
was not chanered wntil June of 1954, The
concepl behind the formation of socictics
was that they were to be where the real action
takes place. Although the Constitution is pur-
posely vague, it wos understood that societies
were primarily 1o foster formation of new
study groups in their immediate areas, The
society was to be the Brotherhood to new
readers in a gengraphic area and steer them to
groups where they would be happy. Society
study groups would be where readers would
sharc their interpretations of the teachings
and offer opporlunities for students to hane
their teaching skills in a friendly environ-
ment, Chver the years societies have under-
tiuken these and additional functions: library
beok placement, regional confzrences, news-
letters, worship services, and community
ministey to those in need. Societies are
autonomous; the Fellowship may not pre-
seribe or interfere with intemal activities,

Earliest societies specified that fen pers
soms wha had read the book could organise a
Urantia Society. Later the number was
increased to 20 in hopes of achieving more
stabality. That priced societies out of the mar-

constitution and maintaining interest in the
tedium of setting up @ formal organization
brought new society formation virtually o a
halt. The Charter Committee hns recently
begun 10 case wp oon the requiremsents for a
group to become a society. There are cur-
rently 19 socictics and an estimnted 100 1o
400 study growps,

The Fellowship's gaverning body, the 36
member General Council, does not elect its
own successors.  Councilors are elected by
representatives from all Fellowship Socicties
at a Tricnnial Delegate Assembly. The Con-
stitution does not require that societies be
consulted before the Fellowship leadership
decides a major igsue, However, in recent
vears, e Fellowship has made cfforts o
enfuance communication with local socielies
and to provide for greater opporiunitics for
sociely input.

The many websites that feature informa-
tion about The Crantls Book and related
activities will undoubtedly entice new people
o join our groups. Mevertheless, in the
excitement over the [nterne, it should be rec-
opnized that many readers, especially those
outside the US, do not own computers. The
Fellowship needs 1o look for ways to reestab-
lish connection with societies and individual
repders, other than our annual fund appeal

ke Geuting 20 people 1o commit to writing o | letters.



MNEW YORK OUTREACH

by Gary Deinstadi

Wihen | becume president of the Society
aof Greater Mew York for Readers of The
Clraerio Boek aboul a vear and half ago,
some people come to me sharing their ideas
and intereses for outreach, As a resulr, the ad-
hoo Cutreach Committes was formed. This
committes has provided the venue for vin-
oaes Inferesis in outreach with group partici-
pation and Society support, We meel once a
muaonth. Our chair, Dale Sziejnbera, has cal-
lected all our ideas and has submied then (o
the Soctety for moral and financial support.
With Society support, individoals and the
group hiave besn empowered to break new
ground in outreach, Our Oulreach Committee
members are: Nick Curto, Dale Sziejnberg,
Fobin Jorgensen, Phil Shiffiman, Al Lockerr,
Corcen Hevne, Les Jamieson and myself

Mick Curto, with Socicty and Fellowship
support, brought The Drantia ook 1o the
Gay Games in Amsterdam, The games
attracied 200,000 spectators. Mick has
alrendy printed four issues of the GLAD
Mewsleter (Gay & Lesbian Agondonters
Mewsletter.) Thanks to Les Jamieson's
cfforts, we are now members of the Interfaith
Council of Mew York. Phil Schiffinan and
John Lambo have organized an annoal event
called “Readers Day,” designed Lo cross over
crganizational lines =o all readers can partici-
pate in study and communion. We also par-
figipate in (he Whole Life and the Mew Life
Expos where we've collected mailing lists
and used them to do follow-up programs that
have been hosted by Robin and Helene Tor-
gensen. On two different occasions, welve
participated in a local cable TV program in
panel discussions on The Uranria ook, We
will be having a hook baoth at the conference
of The World Future Socicty in Washington,
[xC this summer, July 2%-Augrust [. Dan
Massey has graciously submitted a proposal
0 do o lecture there, {(The World Futre

Society is a nonprofit educational and scien-
tific organization for people interested in
how social and technological developments
are shaping the future. With 30,000 mem-
bers, the Society serves as a nonpartisan
clearinghouse for ideas about the future,
including forecasts, recommendations, sce-
narios, alteeratives, and more.) Once 2 month
we do a presentation on The Crowdir Book o
the Gay and Lesbian center of New York,
We've proposed doing a guest [ecture in the
Bames and Noble lecture series. The focal
universities in Monmounth County, New Jer-
sey are the Tocus of Al and Phil's efforts
attract readers, Al is also working on an
intfoduction to The Uranrlie Boak through
music.  Outreach members have donated
baaks and organized an introductory slide
presentition of The Urania Sook that Morm
Ingram is mow careying on his trip in Africa,
Other Society activities include Russian and

| Korean translations that have been an ongo-
| mg effort for the past five years. Becanse of
| their outreach efforts, Barry and Kay Clark
| mow host two different Korean study groups

each week, We have our own web-site und
two woice mail services, one in MNew York
and the other in Mew Jersey,

We dont always see immediate results
from our efforts, We haven't had a major
onsliught of new readers join our society or
participate in our study groups, but this
process generates reciprocal benefits. We've
LTown a5 a group, and we've become more
adept at intraducing The Urantia Book to the
poaple within these crossroads of our planet.
The experience and joy in sharing this revela-
tion in service with owr fellow man has been
the greatest reward of all. Nothing equals the
pleasure of seeing o new face enler a study
group with the same passion that we all expe-
rience of wanting to know God and wanting
to be more ke him.

VANCOUVER GROUP
GETTING CLOSER TO
BECOMING A SOCIETY

The Yancouver Island Prople Soci-
ety (VIPS) held their organizational
meeting on Movember 21, 1998 in Vie-
toria, British Columbia, With 15 mem-
bers in attendance, the VIPS managed 1o
elect officers, adopt and ratify their con-
stitulion, approve their by-laws, sign
their Seciety Book and pass & number of
resolutions, They even signed up three
new anembers, thus raising their 1wial
membership 1o 21, Elected as officers
were: Richard Mitchell, President; M.
Iean Ramsey, Yice President; Craig
Carmichael, Secretary; and Heather
Darris, Treasurer. Debbic Barton was
elaclad az chairpersan of the Member-
ship Committes,

According to Christel Garrick, one
of the group's organizers who spoke 1o
the Mighty Messenger, nothing stands
between the WIPS and society status,
save for a charter document and an
installation ceremony. She is hoping that
an installation date will be set in the near
funure,
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Floride Students of The Cranria Book
[FSUB) 15 a group comprising readers from
various parts of Florida and was organized
over ten years ago for the purpose of pro-
mating and publicizing The LUrantia Book
and related study proups.

As part of our outreach elfforts, we rou-
tinely sponsor and staff booths at book firs
and other venues where interested people
can become aware of The Urantia Book, as
well as about study groups in their areas,

by Tom French

Our recent effors have included the
Miami Book Fair, where Spanish intorest js
very high, and a book fair in the Clearwnter
area. We also publish a newsletter, the Son-
shine Messenger, usually three limes a vear,
o keep members and others, gpprised of
our efforts and upcoming events.

Once a vear, on Memorial Day week-
end, we have aur annual confierence. The
past few years, it has been held in Leesburg,
FL {near Crlando) at the United Methodist

FLORIDA STUDENTS OF THE URANTIA BOOK

Center. This facility provides o serene and
rustic setting at nominal prices for lodging,
food and meeting rooms. The conference
has a theme—last year's was “Living in the
Here and Now™—witl structured as well as
open sessions for interaction, study and fel-
lowship. The event is open to other than
FEUR members. For further information, 1
¢ be contacted in Miamt, Flarida at 205-
255-5680,




WRIGHTWOOD SERIES {cont,)

expression; Meal Waldrop, currently
residing 10 Geneva, Switzerland, whe in
“Cultivating,” akes 8 look al the poten-
tials and pitfalls of organized religion and
culis; Rebecea Kantor, of Lafayetie, Cali-
fornia, whose presentation * Who Do They
Sav We Arc? surveys the current litera-
fure ot culis and new relizious move-
ments; Phil Geiger of Boulder, Coloepda,
lighlights the unigque experiences of Boal-
der readers secking to establish a specific
relighons identity in “Urantian Cults: Pre-
sent and Future™; Alison Gardner of Great
Falls, Viriginia, as well as serving as the
panel's moderator, offers the individual’s
point of view in “Free Will and Con-
sciousness of Being™; and Dan Masgey,
alse of Greal Falls, covers the benefits of
eroup functioning in “The Mew Culi —
Decoding the Revelation.”  In addition,
the panelisis will collaborate in the writ-
ing of o signature chapier, “Cultism
Theough The Previous Epochs With A
Loak To The Fufure,” as well a2 a sub-
stanfial Introduction to the work, the
Appendices, and the Biklicgraphy,

Alisen Gardner welcomes fnput and
interest from other readers as this work
procezds, You can conlact her via the Fel-
[owship office.

WHY BECOME A SOCIETY?
An opinion by Avi Dogim

It appears that many of us in the Fel-
lowship are having a difficult time articu-
lating an znswer 10 the question of “why
become a sociely?” Indesd, the answer 1o
that question is anyihing but self-evident.
Afer all, many Lirawiia Book readers seem
to shun activities that are suggestive of
organized relizion and tend 1o be suspi-
cious of trends that smack of “organiza-
tion,” “institutionalization,” “formaliza-
tion." or “politicization.” How do you
answer @ perfectly reasonable question
such as, "If we meet as a group, study the
book, hold social functions, and pechaps
EVEN ENZAge in some service activities in
our communitics, then why do we need 1o
become & formal part of the Fellowship?
What does it give us?”

[t provides for an opporlunity 1o have
influgnce beyond the local prea through
participation in a democratically run
organization dedicated to the dissemina-
ticn of The Liranria Book and ifs teachings,
The Urantia Book does not sav that e
need an organization such as the Fellow-
ship, or that we need a great proliferation
oflocal societies all over the world. But the

book does tell us a great deal aboul
arganizational pattems Mmom planctary, to
system, 1o local universe, to superuniverss
and evan (o grand universs levels. It tells
us about the value in our perceiving
ourselves as cosmic citizens and in our
recognizing our place in the grand organ-
izational scheme. It tells vs aboul the
incredible potential that each of us—with-
out a single exception in all of homan-
ily—has for making a contribution to the
growih of the Supreme, the evolving deiry.
It also tells us thal, while the Universal
Father relates to ench of us as an individ-
ual, the Supreme relates o all of us as a
group. Conversely, only as a sroup can we
relare eflectively to the Supreme, and thers
15 no effcctive geoup activity of any kind
withoul organization.

I believe that an wnstated purpose of
the Fellowship s the wltimate achievement
of resonance with perfected universe
organizational patterns, We have o long
way to go. And we need all the input we
can gel from local growps all over who are
willing to participate in the process. Do you

| need @ better reason to become a society?
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