


Introducing The
Fellowship Herald

Welcome to the first issue of The Fellowship
Herald, a publication of The Urantia Book Fellowship.
The editors will endeavor to include berween the covers
of this publication material which they consider ro be
of interest to Urantia Book readers wherever they may
be found. Articles, essays, storles, poems, apinions,
cartoons, or any other forms of expression suitable far
reproducrion in print may appear in future issues. Efforts
will be made ra include as wide a diversity of viewpoint
a5 that which exists within The Uranriz Book reader
communiry, While wholly identified with the purpose
of The Uranriz Book Fellowship, ie. the “study and
dizzemination of the teachings of The Urantia Book: che
promotion, improvement, and expansion among che
peoples of the world of the comprehension and
understanding of cosmolegy and the relation of the
planet on which we live to the Universe..."*, The
Fellowship Herald s almost certain to include material
which does not represent the official views of The
Fellowship.

As one might expect from any publication, the
Herald will undoubtedly reflect in pare the tastes of is
editors. Nevertheless, it is hoped that in time it will
evalve roreflect the best thinking and the most fregrant
aspects of The Urantia Book reader communiey, With
that in mind, the editors welcome vour contribution,
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Avi Dogim, Chairman, Nancy Jobnson, Carolyn
Kendall, Linda Buselli, Sage Whairs
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On the Brink of The Most Amazing

and Enthralling Epoch

try Cerrodyn Kendall

The fallmwing article is based largely on the vecallections of
Carotyn Kendall, a member of the Forum from 1951 -1956.
thers fomiliar with the events described below, may recaol-
lect things differently. Readers are muited o comment or o

add thetr own recollectioms of these events by writing to
The Fellowship Herald.

5 THE TURK OF THE MILLESSLM AFPROWCHES, THE

prospect of a new era of spiritual seeking looms

ever greater. The Twentieth Century marked a
dark and frequently bloady chapter in the march of
human progress toward the promised age of light and
life. Other centuries have experience war, viclence and
cultural turmoil, but "our”™ wars and upheavals invaded
our lives via communications and entertainment me-
dia, We would surmise that civilized men and women
are thoroughly sick of i, and long for a batrer scate of
existence on their native planet,

The Uraneie Beok declares thar we are about to
realize that dream. " Ulrantia s now quivering en the very
brink of one of its most amazing and enthralling efvchs of
soctat] eadjrstment, moral guickening, and spirneal enliphe-
eninentt,” (B 2082)

It has been about 72 years since the Lrantia Pa-
pers were initiated, 63 years since they were completed
and 43 years since the book was published.

In April 1955, William 5. Sadler, Jr. presented o
the Forum a paper he had prepared ro guide the wark
of the recently established Urantia Brotherhood. He
drew upon material bhe, and they, believed were revela-
ror admonitions concerning the timing of the revela-
tHon, the warld's future readiness for it, and whae be-
lievers were o be doing in the meantdme. The pur-
ported instructions were recast to appear to have been
authored by Sadler and “cerrain members of the Gen-
eral Council” tor the edification of future leaders. How-
ever, the eloquence of the plece ls surpassed only by
the soaring passages of the book itself, and betrays an
other-than-human origin.

Bill Sadler's paper highlighted the revelators' pro-
pensity for arriving well ahead of the world's readiness
for mass acceptance, writing, “The book belongs ta the
era immediately to follow the conclusion of the present
idealogical srrugple. Thar will be the day when men
will be willing to seek truth and rightecusness.” ... "a
time when it will be more readily possible to formulare

the cosmos of a new and improved era of human rela-
tionships. And it is for this berer order of affairs on
earth that the book has been made ready." Every rev-
elation of the past came at the oprimal time, vis a i,
the estimation of the planet's future evoluton.

Next, Sadler stressed what must be done in the
time intervening berween publication of the book and
the world's readiness for i, which followed the pattern
lald out by earliet revelations, * The boak ts being given
o thiose who are ready for it long before the day of it
worldwide mission. Thousands of study groups must be
brought into existence... An early publication of the
book has been provided so thar it can be in hand for
the training of leaders and teachers." His paper then
stressed the importance of engaging “the artention of
persens of means who may be thus led to provide funds
for ransladons into other lanpuapes. The book must
be translated inco many tongues. Thus will the book he
in readiness to comfort and enlighten the peoples of
many languages when the battle for man's libercy is fi-
nally won and che world is once more made safe for the
religion of Jesus and rhe freedom of mankind.”

The Forum was inspired by these words, but also
overwhelmed. In pardal response to these injunctions,
the Brotherhood School was launched in Chicago. It
was a hiphly successtul enterprise for several years until
the supply of potential students was exhausted locally.,
Ar first, translations and study groups were not high
priorities; they were more concerned with spreading the
word that a new revelarion had arrived - though not
o0 publicly.

What has happened these past 43 years! This first
issue of The Fellowship Herald is che story of how The
Llromtia Book and its teachings have been disseminated
by thousands of dedicated men and women, esch of
whom had awakened to its sublime message of soul-
saving truth. You will find tales of selflessness, courage,
missionary zeal and economic sacrifice by those who
advanced some phase of the revelation. There were wor-
thy projects that didn't pan ourt, but which had o be
tried for the experience. There were small and great
programs, trials and errors, Only now could we write a
handboak, Flow o Run a Revelarion. And now, 43 vears
later, we're almost ready for the “ready time™, +



The Wait Was Over

O THE EVE OF PLBLCATION ™ 1955, Bu Sanim, FrsT
President of Uranria Brotherhood (now called The
Urantia Book Fellowship), was asked how many Uran-
tia Sacieries he envisioned ten years hence. He said,
“0h, not less than a hundred thousand.™ Was he seri-
ous! Probably not. But he observed the pent up eneriy
of Forum members who had waited berween five and
twenty-seven years to escape the confines of secrecy
surrounding the new revelation.,

Wasn't this what the world needed? The long
nighrmare of World War Il had ended in 1945. The
Korean conflice was over. The revelators foresaw the
eventual downfall of Communism, one of the "greatest
dangers to the teachings of Jesus” since his bestowal,
and gave their approval for an “earcly publication of the
book™,..“long before the day of its worldwide mission.”
Bur maost Forum members didn’t hear that last part;
they set oue on October 12th with their 1,700 prepaid
copies of The Urantia Book 1o enliphren the world. They
Wele expectng a scn-
sational reaction to
the news thar a new
revelation had ap-
peared. They were
like Simon Peter
who, immediately af-
ter the ordination,
rashly announced,
*We are ready—Iler
us now go forth to
eake the kingdom.”
(P 1579)

Bill suggested
thar rather than mal-
ing the same mis-
takes the apostles and early Christians made, we should
strive to "make some new and original mistakes,” Sadler
had the grace not to repeat Jesus’ caution to Feter: “May
your wisdom equal your zeal and your courage atone
for your ipnorance.” (Thid.) +

F'|1n::-||:|5|:||'.i| furmzdhed I.-.-:,-' l:l..'rﬂ_'l I':‘..'lrrl;::'

Bill Sadler, 1962

Publicity vs. Person to
Person Introduction

AS PLELICATION APPROACHED IN 1953, THE DoMESTIC
Extenslon Committee devised a plan to advertise the
hoak, They would offer serial rights to Life magazine
and place coken ads in book sections of major ULS. news-
papers, They planned ro send gift books to famous per-

sonalities in hopes of obtaining restimonials. The reac-
tion of elecred leaders of the Brotherhond was over-
whelmingly negarive. Instead, the Executive Commit-
tee urged quiet dissemination “where it would do the
most good, so that gradually, without the use of 20th
Century publicity campaigns, the world would become
aware of its existence.” The long-standing preferred way
ta share the book has been by means of person to per-
san introduction, and despite periodic effores o inau-
gurate publicity campaigns, none of the Uraneia orEa-
nizations has reversed the original plan. The General
Council passed a resolution in 1983 reaffirming the use
of personal methods of ministry, while avoiding mass
media means of dissemination.

Writing in 1983, Meredich Sprunger, former Broth-
ethood President summed wp the publicity issue: “The
main reason for pot using publicity is noc because the
Executive Committee or General Council passed a reso-
lution, but because mass media will nor work.... If we
placed more emphasis on the various specifics of actu-
alizing the Big Three (establishing study groups, train-
ing reachers and leaders and funding translations), we
would have fewer problems with peaple wanting to use
mass media publicio.”

Sometimes one doesn't have o try very hard to
interest anocher person in the book. A Tennessee man
told of his unquenchable thirse for eruth. After acquir-
ing a bachelor’s degree, 2 masters, a doctorace, and srill
searching, he prayed for revelation. Within a week an
acqguaintance introduced him to The Urantia Book.

But others have encountered rejection from those
wha mean the most to them, as Dennis Neuman of
Redwaood Ciry, CA, 20 poignantly recounred in a re-
cent letter to the Fellowship: “My father had a strong
teligious faith thar was unshakable, bur ic slso did nor
allow for any questioning. When 1 tied to discuss The
Urantia Book with my parents, my maother left the room.
My father listened for a while and then said, “You have
vour beliefs, and we have ours.” End of conversation.
He was a man who did not question, nor allow ques-
Hons. He was not intrespective about his beliefs."

Che voung woman of the '60s, critical of the policy
af not advertlsing the book, demanded, "Why did [ have
1o hear about the book from a hippie named ‘Bugs'?"
The rejoinder to which was, “Well, you did hear about
the book, didn't youl™ +

The Spiritual Approach

Herry Becemans, DUTCH TRANSLATOR AnD EURCPEAN
Field Representative in the 19705 and '80s, always em-
phasized the "spiritual teachings™ over the faccual in-
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formation in the boolk
when leading seudy groups,

speaking at confer-
ences, Vern Grimsley often
said that if you button the
top button of your shirt
properly you will then be
able to buteon all the ath-
ers cotrectly; if you pet
across the truth of the Fa-
Henry Begemann therhood of God and the
Chicagn, 980 brotherhood of all men
and women, everyching else falls into place.

At the end of his three-year term as president,
William Sadler, Jr., wrote in 1958: “God is the only true

end. Qur primary spiritual lovalty and dedication s to
the Universal Father, and to him alone. When we en-
counter some spiricually hungry brocher, our first oh-
Jective is to bring him eloser to his spiritual Facher, This
we may attempt with, or without, the baok.” ... *The
boak icself is not an end—it is a most iMportant megns
to an end. It is designed to bring God closer to man
and to bring man closer to God, We may minister to
our spiritually hungry brothers wich or withowr the aid
of The Uremiticr Book. Bur, if the baok ever becomes man-
datory in our ministry, then have we rruly become sec-
tarian.” ... "Neither is the Brotherhood, nor member-
shipinit, a true end.” ... “The Brotherhood is designed
to promote the book and the book is designed to bring
Giod and man closer to each other” +

—

. HE DESIRE TO SHARE 15 THE FRST CONSEQUENCE OF THE PROCESS OF SPRITUAL TRANSFORMATION, THE LOVE OF
Uod is stircing within us. The chrill of God cannor be contained. Chur cup is overflowing, And deep
within us there is a powerful need to share the wonder and richness of this discovery with everyone

who will listen. The world will never be the same again. All chi ngs are becoming new. And we know thar the
eransforming power of these teachings is the hape of the warld.

This is where the sharing starts. I think there are ar least two levels of sharing. We can share ar the level
of fact and we can share at the level of truth. At the intellecrual Tevel, the level of tact, we share by what we

say. At the factual or intelleceual level we exchange facts and information. We

might say something like,

| "Did you know that the Bible refers ta God as Fether 233 dmes?* Or any number of magnificent passages

from The Urantia Bool,

But let us not ever confuse sharing at che intellectual level with the deeper and more profound level,

The Urantian Religionist

(The author, Puasel Snider, wos President of Uvantia Brotherhood
from 1973 e 1976, The following is a portion of o presentation
given at a conference of Urantia Book readers in Atlinta, GA,
May 20, 1983

which is the level of inspiration, the sharing of eruth. This is the level at which we share not by what we say,
but rather by what we do. Or what we are willing o do, This is the level of living example. This is the
spiritual level of sharing.

At the spiritual level, the first thing we can share is
the actual kelieving of a major revelation of rruth.

The second thing we can share at the level of rruth is
our willingness to base our entire life plan on these reach-
ings, and should it ever become necessary, to defend them
to the death,

The third thing we can share is our faith. A faith that has deiven all fear out of sur being. A faich thar
shows by our actions, not merely by aur words, thar we really trusc God.

‘The taurth thing we can share is our determination ra practice the presence of God in our life during
every waking hour, not as an external authority looking down in judgment, but rather as a parener in destiny
who at every single moment is capable of connecting us with infinity, if we will
but let Him,

Only when the actual love of God is flowing through us, reaching ou,
vouching the lives of others, are we sharing the living reality of the great maths
we have come to comprehend.

Chur mission of uplifting all of the institutions of human society and all of
the religions of the world must ke conceived as an active and positive mission.
We are the yeast of the Fifth Epochal Revelarion.

And ler us never forger that leavening means uplifting, not arguing. |esus
never argued. And like Jesus ler us alwavs focus on che best and ignore the pest,
And by this means we will never compromise our beliefs,

Fhiotagraph by Bonald Dobyanski

‘-,' A

Faul Snider, Chicapn, 1976




HEN OFFERING THE Lizania Boow T MEW PEOPLE DO YOU GET ANXIOUS WITH THE THOUGHT OF; Mssgn-

resenting the book through word choice, faulty memory or personal biases? Condensing the

ook in the course of a conversation or even a twenty minute presentation? A mass approach!
Pressuring nonresders to become readers? That your prospects are afraid of a long term commitment!

Our pesponse to those fears are straipht forward. We don't miscepresent the book hecanse we ler the
people get it straight from the book irseli. Our introduction consises of a series of meetings. Our people are
contacted personally and the meetings are never more than eight people. Our goal is simply o help them
become familiar with the book. We are not counting on creating lifelong readers. Finally, our guests need not
be concerned thar they are signing their lives away because we make it very clear thar rhe series lasts for
three sessions, then it's over. We resist all temptation to ask them to continue, To keep coming, they will
have to ask,

We start by writing a personal letter to our prospeces. Our best success has come when we areange a
mecting time and hand-deliver the leteer,

Ix the letter we are up frone with what the book claims to be: “Its authors present The Urantia Book as
their fifth major revelation to our planet.”

We list the reasons why we think this person's personal characteristics or habies lead us o think they
would be interested in reading the book, Characterstics include curiosity, courage, confidence in one’s
thinking, tolerance, and their set of values. We also prime
them for some hard to swallow ideas,

Few of the ideas, we tell them, are all that radical,
Le., we are not the only beings in the universe, there are
other inhabited planets, angels are no myth, death does
not magically confer instant perfection, and there is a long
road of progressive perfection attainment before us, We
explain the necessity of having three sessions by cidng one or more examples depending on the intecests of
the prospects: “You wouldn't think of introducing someone to the complexities of bridge or of cabinet mak-
ing in a single session.” They are assured that there will be no homework.

We leave a book with them and promise to call in a few days. This relieves the pressure for an instant
answer and makes their final response more thougheful and commiteed. Tt has been our experience that we
have been put in limbo when we asked them to call us.

The copics for the sessions are: God, Jesus, Religion, Planetary Helpers, Science, Lost History and the
Mortal Career. These vary according 1o the group’s interest. We've selecred about ten papes of reading for
each subject selecred. During the sessions we employ the staid “read from the book approach.” We like to let
the book speak for itself rather than be interpreted through our biases, We answer their questions as we read.
Otften, their questions lead ro other selections in the book.

Clur motivation is to make as many people familiar with The Urantia Book as possible. There are fearful
and intolerant people wha intentionally actempe to discredit the book, Our goal is to create a community of
people who can respond to the rumormongers with, “Oh yeah, T know the book, and it's not the evil thing
you're making it out to be.” We don't desire converts, albeit that may be a natural outcome, We won't
proselytize (to induce to convert), but we will evangelize (to share with zealous joy).

(For a free copy of Bob and Vicki Avkens’ program plan, send o self-addressed stamped envelope to the
Fellowwshap)
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Introduction to a Group

A systematic, bractical and nonthreatenmg ade for intoducing
the book to a small grou of acquaintances was developed by Bob
and Vicki Arkens, Waesan, WI,

Pamphlets, Brochures and Handouts

The vimy FRST PARMPHLET HANG MATERIAL DERMNEDF FROIM
the Urantia Papers was “The Evolution of the Soul™ by
Dr. William 5. Sadler, a reprint of a lecture he gave in
1941 in Lansing, Michigan. According to oral tradi-
tion, he was accorded permission by the revelarors o
use quotations without actribution. It was published by

the William F Avers Foundation, and was available to
Forum members thirteen years before publication of the
book. After 50 years out of print, the pamphler was
republished by Jesusonian Foundation, Boulder, CO,
in 1990,

The Brotherhood early recognized that it would




be impossible to zet a foot in the door with new people
without s=ome type of hrochure, There was apprehen-
sion, however, about the porential for producing a tract
thar may, in the words of the former Foundarion Trustee
Emma “Christy” Christensen, “cheapen the hook.®

A conser-
VAOVE o le was
5 taken. The first
E brochure, pub-
= lished in 1956
£ was “Excerpts
B from The Uvan-
3 tia Book," which
contained
nothing  hut
many soaring
quotations from
the hook. Mext
came “A Description of The Urantia Book," containing
a brief review of each part of the book and a list of the
papers, For years, the Foundation and the Brotherhood
jeintly resiseed effores by individuals or groups to pro-
duce brochures, insisting that the book should speak
for ieself,

With subsequent moderation of that palicy, a bra-
chure blizzard occurred. Hundreds of pamphlets and
wracts, designed w intrigue and entrear prospective read-
ers, appeared. Prominent among the producers of these
materials have been the Jesusontan Foundarion, Fam-
iy of God Foundation, the Asoka Foundation and the
Christian Fellowship,

After La Cosmogonie D'Urantia, the French trans-
lation of The Urantia Book, was published in 1962
Jacgues Weiss, the eranslator, was, for several vears, the
leading force in France. He trled every possible means
to interest the famous, the powerful and the lowly into
looking ac rthe revelation, In 1966 he attended a
UNESCO symposium of leading world scieneists and
professors in Paris. Huxley, Oppenheimer, and others
spoke, many concluding that there was necessity for a
cosmology, but nobody had one to offer. On the last
day of the conference, Weiss, a sedentist, who had at-
tended many of the sessions, quietly placed 100 copies
of his leatler describing the book near the cloak room.
They were eagerly snapped up in two or three minutes.

Currently, brochures directed ar new or potential
readers fall into two caregories: about the hook and
about the organizations. The Foundation distributes
book-related folders: Sclected Excerpts, A Description, and
A Guade to Promunciacion of Names and Werds, The Fel-
lowship sends out a page deseribing the book, one aboue
the origin, a booklet, A Summary of Testual Changes

i
i

E.L "Christy”™ Christensen, Clicagn, |978

Made in The Urantia Book, a pronunciation guide, and
The Feliowship, a cri-fold leafler that briefly describes
the organization. Other tracts are availahle through
Good Cheer Press, Jesusonian Foundation's distribu-
ELON SOLRCe, +

Newsletters

THE MUMBER OF MOVEMENT NEWSLETTERS HAS DE-
creased in recent years, At one point nearly everyone
with a word processor was publishing a newsletter, All
were directed toward fellow readers—preaching to the
choir, so 1o speak. One was different-The Spirituer] Fel-
loawship Journal, published since 1987 by The Christian
Fellowship of Students of The Uivantia Book, edited by
Meredith Sprunger. As originally conceived, it was di-
rected roward the Christian clergy to further aware-
ness of the book and its teachings, Last year, however,
it shifted direction and now publishes quality srticles
aimed at Uranta Book readers. +

Library Books

THE YEAR AFTIR THE BOOK WAS PLBLHED, THE Dio-
mestic Extension Committee mailed 50 books to pub-
lic librarics in major cities of the United States. The
Foreign Extension {now International Fellowship) Com-
mittee sent 100 books to libraries in English-speaking
patts of the British Commonwesalch. Library gift book
placement has been an ongoing program of the Broth-
erhood/Fellowship, local societies, the International
Urantia Association (IUA, Urantia Foundation-affill-
ated outreach organization) and study ErOups,

The success of library placement as a means of
dissemination iz hard 1o pauge, but some aneedotes
suggest that the approach has borne some fruit, One
reader claims thar the book found him while he was
hunting for something to read in his local library, A
Llrantia Book fell off a shelf onto his head:

During the 1970s, rumors had been heard that
Urantia Books were being stolen from many libraries.
Consequently, one library is reparted to have chained
its copy to a stand and others have been made avail-
able only upon request, While larceny as a means of
acquiring knowledge of the Fifth Epochal Revelation is
not something we would endorse, we can only hope
that the thieves have mended their ways as a result of
reading the baoks they stole. +

“If vou swould be an ordained teacher, you
mist et others bury the dead while you go forth 1o
publish the good news." (P 1801)




“The Dialamania libvary, destroved soon after the Calagastia disaffection, comprised more than
two million seferrate records and was known as the howse aof Fad." (P 746)

“After the first survey of [Alexandria’s] chief attractions.  Jesus and Ganid went tor the library,
the greatest in the world, Heve were assembled nearly a million mantsscries from all the civilized world:
Greece, Rome, Palestine, Parthia, India, Ching, and even fapan. In this library Ganid saw the langest
collection of Indian litevarure in all the world:,,," (£ 1432} "[In Rome Jesus] spent much time in
Falatine hill, where were located the emperor’s vesidence, the temple of Apolle, and the Greel and
Latin libmares.” (P 1455)

“These primary supernaphim who ave inherently in possession of sniverse knoledge are also
vesponisible for its ovganization and classification. In constituting themselves the living veference library
of the wniverse of universes, they have classified knowledge into seven grand onders, each having abora
one million subdivisions." (P 302

NE LSUALLY. DOESN'T ASSOCIATE AN INDEX WITH THE IDEA OF PROMOTING THE BOOK IT REFERENCES. THE

Comcordex was a different matter. Ordinarily, an index consists of a few pages at the back of a

non-fiction book. Since an exhaustive index for The Urantia Book would have deoubled the size of
an already formidable twome, Urantia Foundation announced in 1956 thar an index would be prepared and
published separately. Several individuals worked on it, but with each new index, previous work had 1o be
redone to maintain consistency.

Clyde Bedell watched all of these false stares with growing impatience, He set about to provide readers
with a study aid to help them find favorite references, Clyde Bedell's Bersonal Lise of References was published
in [966. Butvery soon he envisioned an index chat would
do maore —it could ;
be an enticement | The Concordex
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to browsers in | Chyde Bedell "saur an index combined with personal commen-

bookstores and -
braries 1o seek out
The Urantia Book

- tary as the perfect companion to The Urantia Book, with the
first 43 peages serving as an meroduction o the book,”

and o locate in-
Eriguing passapes,

His enlarged book was renamed The Concordes 10 The Urantia
Book and included an impressive group of testimonials—all longrime
readers. He saw an index combined with personal commentary as the
perfect companion to The Urantia Book, with the first 43 pages serving
as an intreduction to the book,

_ Clyde implored the Foundation and Brotherhoad o inform all
Clyde Bedell, 1982 purchasers of the existence of The Concordex, and that all hookstores

Photograph by Lawa Kendall

be norified.

Many years of heated correspondence with headguarters ensued and continued until his deach in
1985, The Concordex is still available a3 a low-priced handy helper for those who cannor afford the Foundation's
pricier hard cover Index nor utilize a computer version,

Prisons

EviDIicE oF HOW DEERY. THE LiRanTia Bocw: can
affect the lives of prisoners came in 1976 from a man
wha had just been released after serving two vears in
prison in Havana, Cuba. He was a Durch national who

had been employed by an airline, when he and his wife.
a Cuban native, were arrested and jailed as political
prisoners. A fellow prisoner, an Amercan who knew of
the book, arranged ro acquire a copy, although Bibles




20,000 Miles, 1,600 Urantia Books for Canadian
and Northern US Libraries, or “How | spent my

were prohibited. Eventually 50 people became inter-
ested in the book, and the single copy was being read
in groups of five or six men 24 hours a day. Bilingual
prisoners translated for those who only understood
Spanish.

A number of readers ficst heard of the book while
serving rime, eithet from other prisoners or finding che
baok in the prison library, As a personal possession, the
baok has even been used as a medium of exchange.
One ex-prsoner reported that The Urantia Book had
been bartered for two cartons of cigareeres.

Regret for the circumstances thar brought them
o prison emerges over and over in lecters. One woman
wrare from her cell, “Not having known of the book
before I messed up my life, I am the poarer for it." One
mun wrote in 1974 "The experiences of life do serve as
lessons, and most assuredly we are under the loving
and divine warchcare of the Father in heaven. Had it
not been for this prison term [ may not have ever come

Book promoter. He embarked upon a drive (literslly) to bring free library books to out-of-the -way
lacations in Canada and to the northeastern seaboard states, the upper Midwest and plains stares of

the United Stares. Starting out in November 1985 from his home in Worcester, MA with a promise from

| Urantia Foundation of free books ifhe could get commitments from librar-
ians to accept them, he sallied forth. At that fime there were shour 10,300

| known bocks in Canada (6,000 English and 4,300 French); with a popula-
tion of 24 million, “thac’s one book for every 2,400 people—a real ‘quiver-

! | HE TRAVELS OF ViINCENT MytRs i 1985 AND 1986 CONFOUND EVEN THE MOST ADVENTLROLUS LEANTIA

| ing on the brink' amount.”

In Mowa Scotia, New Brunswick and New Foundland, with a com-
bined population of 2,100,000, there were no books. Vin arranged to have
93 books sent—the population was “religious and literace—chey were ripe
for the harvest!™ In Northern Quebec Province where the book had been
on & Ban List, he arranged for 140 library books ro serve a population of 6
million. In far norch Quebec, at the center of the Cree Indian Reserva-
tion, they wanted four books to be flown in on Cree Alr to their colonies
in Hudson Bay. They are “well educated and cheir nights are long—they

do lots of reading.”

into contact with The Urantia Book, The reachings have
given me a true purpose in living, and [ have overcome
any desire [ ever had for drugs.”

Morchwest Liranta Association has sponsored an
ongoing Prizon Projecr since March 1997, Director, Liz
Epgstom reported in Urantia Foundation's
UHANTIAN NEWS that a book has been placed in
every federal prison in che 1S, Their goal is to place a
book in every state prison in the counery, and in pris-
ons in “countries into whose languages the book has
been ranslated.” +

“lohn had a lonely and somewhat bitter experience in
prrisom.... He was often tempted 1o doube Jesus and his divine
mission. ... For move than a year ond a half thes ngged
mar of God's owtdoors lamguished in thae despicable prison.
Al this exprericnce was a great test of John's faith in, ond
bersalty to Jesus. Indesd, this experience was a great test of
Tahn's faith even m God.” (B 1506-7)

in Canada? “They are
ready for it and they have fewer distractions than we doin |
the LLS. Canada is a lor like us but without the extremes.”

Why push books

Vincent Mvers, Chicago, 1988

He "blitzed" western Ontario with 40 bocks, Saskatchewan
zat 15 books and all towns he visited in Manitoba waneed
books, In many libraries the contace person had heard of the book or had even read parts of it Only one
library refused his offer. His mission to libraries was accomplished in three successive trips, and ended by lare
May 1986. He arrived home with an empty gas tank and one nickel, but enriched by enough memories to

last & liferime.

Vin Myers, now living in Novato, CA, reminds us that there are still thousands of libraries that don'e
have the book, *There are 350,000 libraries in Russia where books could be placed."




Sending Unsolicited Books

The Dowestic Extension CommiTee s 1956 s
AC unsolicited books to influential writers, political and
religious leaders. A few were returned immediately, and
one or two sent notes of acknowledgment, but averall
there was no response. That was when reality kicked in
and they realized it was best if a personal relationship
existed before endeavoring to interest a celebrity or
prominent leader,

Photocopies of Paper 72, "Government on a
Meighboring Planet” were sent by a reader to Congres-
sional leaders and other world political luminaries in
1975, A Foundarion Trustee who was acquainted with
the White House Chief of Staff, one of the recipients,

called to determine its disposition. He was told that
the White House receives so much unsolicited mare-
rial they can't review, they destroy it within a few days.
Une long rime reader has sent a gife book and
letter 1o every President of The United Stares since
Eisenhower, A staff member usually acknowledpes re-
ceipt of the book, although it is unknown whether
any Leader of the Free World has ever read i, +
“Ganid, the man was not hungry for trueth...the eves
of fiis smind were not apen to receive light for the soul. .. If
we could have him live with us, we might by ouer lives show
him the Father i heaven, and thus wodd he become so
ateracted that [he would) inguire abous our Father”

(P 1466}
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HE BOGK HAS BOTH FVORABLE AND UNEAVORABLE THINGS TO 547 ABOUT MESIONARY EFFORTS. THE AUTHORS
warn that when those who go o other cultures oy to change the ways of indipenous peoples, they
defeat their purpose of spiritally upstepping them, causing confusion and upheaval instead. Because

of this and other cautions, readers have usually shunned overt missionary work. Mot so Nomm Ingram, who
personifies what a modern missionary program can and shoudd be.

Whiteier, California resident Norman Ingeam, & retired engineer, and a long tme reader, along with
friends Pradhana (Alejandro) Fuchs of Santiago, Chile and Emesto Maciel Ruis of Leone, Mexico, serving
as interprerers, started out in August 1996 in their RV and wended their way through Mexice, Central and
South America. They placed over 180 books in municipal, national and university libraries. They spoke 1o
over 500 people, gave topical presentations at study groups and initiated many new study groups. As they
eraveled, they faxed names and addresses of new readers back ro The Fellowship.

MNorm didn'e rest on his laurels. The next year he and Don Roark embarked on s 30 day trip through
Asia, Beginning in Heng Kong in November 1997, they journeyed to 17 cities af Japan, Korea, Thailand,
Malaysia, Indanesia, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, the Philippines, China and Macao, delivering 140 books to libraries
in these cities, Their modes of travel and housing accommodations were anything but luxurions; they used
cheap transportation, ate simple food and seayed in hostels. They repore many rewarding encounters with
readers and helpful strangers wha were very soon introduced to the hook.

The formerly *dark continent” is the next mission
objective. Already, he and his associares are raising funds

and planning the route through the major cites of 34 Madem: Misstona

nations of Alrica in Seprember 1998, Accompanying him *-.,r T < o B S

will be the Rev. Roger Gaffeney, who met Norm in Costa ALl “ﬁ hﬂw RO T BT Y U
Rica during his south of the border mission, and who has B D Bl

worked and traveled extenslvely in Africa. Names of their
destinations conjure images of adventure, history, niys-
tery, and violence: Casablanca, Marrakech, Brazzaville, Cape Town, Durban, Nairohi, Kharcoum, Cairo,
Tripeli, and Algiers, to name but a few. The objective of these modern-day "Narhaniels” is not exploration
nar [Mli.ti':.'itl JJ'lLT.iE,"IJE. but o introduce the fifth E[_\;_lr_']15|| revelation o a part af che world ehae has barely
heard of it. The tour may last as long as nine months. As the pelitical situation permirs, other cities or |
countries will e visived.

They anticipate their costs will be abour $30,000 for the basic necessities of travel, fuel food, lodging
and airfare. The School of Meanings and Values, BO. Box 3324, Camarillo, CA. 93011-3324 has taken on
the fund-raising task for Mission ta Africa,




HE MOIST SYSTERMATIC AND ALDWCIOUS APPROACH TO RELIROLS LEADERS HAS BEEY THE 19 YEAR FROGRAM OF

Meredith [. Sprunger. Dr. Sprunger, an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ, clinical

psychalogist, retired university president and professor, and President of Urantia Brotherhood from
1976 to 1979, set out te personally ineroduce The Ulrancia Book ro his Chrisdan fellows. This was a singularly
courageous project, risking personal and professional reputation among his peers,

The not-for-profic corporation, Christian Fellowship of Students of The Urantia Book, was organized in
197% in Fort Wayne, [N, D, Sprunger's premise was that "critical research is the key to respectability in the
academic and professional communities. Scholarly evaluation is the neces-
sary procedure for acceprance in ecclesiastical and educational circles.”

He began by writing personal lecters, enclosing a carefully prepared pam-
phler, to %0 Ametican seminary theologians, “the highest authorities of main-
line Christianity.” Twao responded, declining the offer of loaner books, He
next sent letters to over 400 ministers in the mose liberal branches of main-
line Chrstian churches withina 150 mile radius of Fort Wayne, inviting them
to meetings at which the bock would ke reviewed. His objective was to ap-
prise his associates before less liberal groups could “poison the waters of com-
munication by distorting and denouncing” the message of the book. Eighc
ministers atcended the orientation meetings.

Later experiments elicited better resules, Dr Sprunger weote personal
lerrers followed by telephone calls wo ser up appointments with Indiana min-
iseers, One in ten accepred a loan copy, but complained abour lack of fime o read. By 1985 around 25% of

ministers contacted were ending up with their own copies.

Memecrt |'1 Spmnger
Lake Eovest, 11 [980

Mission to the Christian Clergy Ohver the next twelve years, Christian Fellowship contacred
“The hour is striking for presenting o Buddhism, over 13,000 theologians, ministers and members of phila-
Chmn::mmy, to Hindwisin, even to the peoples of all Jaiths. saphical associations.

not the gospel abour Jesus, but the lving, spuritual reality of The group knew by 1997 that, while church leaders
the pospel of Jesus.” (B 1041) recognized they needed to be renewed, they weren't open

to o new vision of realine D Sprunger wrote: “When 1
first read The Urantia Book over 40 vears ago, [ immediately recognized that its superior teachings were very
close to the theologtcal positions of the leading thinkers on the growing edpe of Christianine” ... “Leading
theologians, [ assumed, would give the book a careful and critical examination—and, if they did, they would
recognize its high quality. They would be the leaven thar would start & renaissance in the Chrstian Church.”
However, (t)he history of religion shows that (a) new spiritual vision is never able to 'win over' or reform the
alder religion.”

While confident they have given ir a fair rest, they abandoned the mission to their beloved Christian
Church and are turning their attention to establishing religious sroups within the Uranta movement.

Outreach Theme at Regional Conferences

I+ THE 19805, "OUTREACH™ WAS THE SLEJECT DU OLE  for people who might be in-

of both eneral conferences and smaller repional con-
ferences. Artendecs maded experiences and pocled cheir
wisdom on the best ways to spread the book and ies
teachings.

The Allenberry conference in Boiling Springs, PA,
in May 1984, devored its agenda o outreach. Maseer of
ceremonies, Mary Adams observed, "Maybe the world
isn't ready for The Lvantiz Book, bur many people are
ready tor many of the truchs.” Oklashoman, Berkeley
Elliott, in her keynore address, said, “We need o eroll

terested, roatrract and o be
dizcriminacing. There is an
invisible network on this
planet, One person is very
imporeant in sharing God's
lowe.”

Neal Waldrup, who
had recencly rerarned from

China, advanced the idea of

Comtimueed on page 21
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Robert Schuer
Shmvmass, 1990




Promoting Spiritual Ideals in Entertainment

and Broadcast Media

THE FRST READER TO PROMOTE THE BOOK One RADID)
was B.M, Salver, pastor of the New Age Christian
Church in Oklahoma City, in the mid 1950s, Afrer he
left the area, associates went on o found the Eirst Lran-
tia Society of Oklahoma,

The earliest expasure of the book on television in
Europe occurred in September 1964 in Swirzetland.
Jacques Weiss, ranslator of the book into French, ap-
peared on a Geneva station to promote La Cosmogomie
L¥Urantia, He had sought for two years—since its pub-
lication—to appear on French television, bur was re-
butfed. He believed it was due to media unwillingness
to publicize non-Catholic and unconventional relipious
ideas. Weiss presented a balanced picture of the pev.
elation in the Swiss interview but received only mod-
e5L reaction from viewers,

First Urantia Society of Los Anpeles sponsored 3
seminar in Seprem-
ber 1983, "The Mea-
dia and the Message:
Is There a Place for
The Urantia Book?™
They  addressed
whether more public
means 1o spread the
teachings should be
employed, i.e., adver-
tising and mass media
exposure, and, can

Rooey Allesamdng the teachings of Jesus
Los Angeles, 1983 be restated through
media  ministey?

Urantia Foundation, Urantia Brotherhood and several
SDCIEes Sent representatives,

Roxy Allesandro, a television writer and producer,
dramatically portrayed for the audience the condirions
and climarte of the broadcast media in 1983 “The net-
works control the programs, They all chink alike; they
are all motivated by ratings and commercial profits,
What gets on TV? Things that don't rock the baar....
When | was turned onto The Uraneiz Book, 1 wanted to
get God on TV, There is no God-consciousness in TV—
spiritual values are rarely allowed in the script, If some-
how an uplifting idea got into a script, and it failed, the
writer would never wark again.” She spoke of the read-
ers in Hollywood who long to transform the media, “We
have the responsibiliry to 20 out and break the silence
about God on this world!" “This is the Hme to train

11

ourselves, hone our skills, write better storios and Iyr-
ics, and to pur God into our wark," Eight vears larer, in
1991, Roxy and her husband Vincent Yenrola wrote
tor TVW's “Sunday Dinner”, one of the fist sitcoms oo
have an attractive, outspoken lead character who pro-
moted faith in God. Roxy's personal spiritual jourmney
was later dramatized in 2 cable TV movie and in Connie
Chung interviews. She, Vince and their baby lost their
battle with AIDS in the early 1990,

John YanOrsdell, an author of sedence fiction naw-
els and articles, led o workshop on the media at the
Allenberry conference (1984). Among the conclusions
reached by his proup were: When spreading ideas via
fiction, TV, movies and music, concentrate on ot idea
only. Don't introduce oo many conceprs, The public is
tot ready for anything too complex.

TV has a voracious appetite—lots of tine to fill.
The Uraneia Book and the movement were depicted last
vear an the late night show, Strange Universe, As often
happens, the book was linked with space aliens and the
so-called Roswell event. Excepe for the balanced com.
ments by Los Angeles interviewees, the show would
have devalved into sensationaliem, Urantis Founda-
tion reported an increase in book sales after the show
aired—3,000 more English books for the month than
usual,

The Urantia Book has had a sizeahle readership
AMOng country-westem stars, including one performer
who has handed our hundreds of books 1o associstes in
the business. Reader, Lee Rector, publisher of Music Cliry
News in the 19805, tried to influence SONE Writers to
move away from the “jealous lover” type of lyrics to
more uplifting fare,

TV and movie celebrities have called ar visited
over the years, bepinning with Lew “Di Kildare" Avers
in 1956, which thrilled then Secretary-General, Marian
Rowley o pieces. They kept up a comespondence for
several years. A few enterralners have menticned in
interviews that they read the book, hut most seem to
prefer that their names not be used as an inducement
to others to read the book, +

“Throughouet the joemey 1o Pavadise there
will always be time for vest and spirie play; and in
the caveer of light and life there i always time for
worship and new achievement.” (P 282)
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Proclaiming the Coming Epirituat Henﬂlmm on Radio .
""]"iwqw.kﬂmm}mmh:ﬁfﬂm bratherhoad of man en Lrantia
fs meﬁ'ﬂcnﬂﬁiﬁfﬂﬂﬂ cransfin
ﬂdﬁ;;g?mﬂm afﬂpplm.ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.nﬂ pressure from above,..”
(B 598) '

the outhreak of World War 111, Vern Grimsley had escablished himself as the foremost radio broad

caster of the teachings of Jesus according to The Urantio Book. As he had agreed with Dr. William |
Sadler and Christy, Vern did not mention The Llvantia Book in his broadcasts
and simply proclaimed the Fatherhood of Ged and the Brotherhood of Man as
well as the coming spiritual renaissance on this planet,

Vern Bennom Grimsley established the Family of God Foundation in 1967
and that year began his broadeases from San Francisco. Early broadcasts con-
sisted of 15 minute street debares and discussions with college students, pro-
jecting their issues and concerns during the turbulent years of campus prorest

an TO HE GEERATING CONTROVERSY AMONG THE BEADER COMMUNTY 4 1983 WITH H5 PREDICTIONS OF

onto a spiritual overview.

ation of present-dey hamanity.
ing the natural trend: ﬂj‘suh'.ll

heard in all 30 states on AM
and FM radio stations as
well as on stations in Cen-
tral America, Britain, Aus-
rralia, Asia and Africa. Early
on, many stations carried the hroadcasts as a public ser-
vice, usually ar fimes not convenient to most listeners,
but as his popularicy grew, broadeasts moved to betrer spots.
To gain advantageous time slots in key cities, generous contributors paid the mb. Radio listeners writing in
to inquire about the source of Vern's inspiration were introduced to The Uranria Book,

By 1985, most of the members of EO.G, left the organization in the wake of the controversy surcound-
ing Vern's predictions which he had claimed ro be based on messages from “unseen friends". Currencly, Vern,
who is in his 34th year of broadeasting messages of spiritual uplift, can be heard on California FM stations
each week and over satellite and shortwave networks during holidays. He claims 1o have introduced the
book to over 300 residents of his Sierra foothills community of Cakhurse, California.

By 1975 he was being

Voern Grromatey,
Chabhurse, A, 199

Urantia Book Ideas in Print Media

“l PROPOSE THAT AN BFFORT BE MADE BY READERS TO
wrire articles, editorials and lerters 1o the editors.” So
wrote Dennis Meuman in his recent letter to the Fel-
lowship. He continued, “When articles appear in vari-
pus magazines and newspapers expressing ideas con-
trary to our teachings, & well-written letter could present
another viewpoint of the cosmos, reality or God. Gradu-
ally changing the beliefs of thousands of people threugh
other types of written material is one way of preparing
the way for The Ulrengia Book's teachings.” This is simi-
lar to an idea tucked away in the 1983 joint Brother-
hood-Foundation's dissemination and publicity scare-
ment.

Marvin Gawryn, a psychologist, wrote Reaching
High—The Psychology of Spiriteal Living in 1980 for a
non- Lirmntia Book reading public. He recast many fa-
miliar God-centered spiritual and moral concepts into
a readable and helpful guide for the perplexed or
rroubled individual. He didn't use quoradons or para-
phrasing from the book, nor did he mention it by name.
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Perhaps realizing that many people needing help might
not pick up a book that emphasized Jesus, he omiteed
all bur one reference to him in the book..

Spanish authar 1], Benitez hias seemingly had an
influence upon the spiritual lives of his readers. Benitez
has ficrionalized events and ideas directly from The
[lvantia Book, including
the Lucifer rebellion in
his book, The Trojan
Horse, Thousands of
copics of his books have
beenr sold in Spain,
South and Central
America. Many Span-
ish speaking readers zay
that they came o The
Llrantia Book through
their reading of Benitez’
works.

Helema bpragus. Chicagn, 1551




Helena Sprague of Farmingron, CT, authored
David Zebedee and Rugh, published in 1986, [t expanded
upon the romance mentoned briefly in The Urantia
Book, between David, the brother of apostles James and
John, and Ruch, the youngesr sister of [esus. She thar-
oughly researched the history, geography and culture
of the rimes of Jesus, weaving a fascinating tale that
could inspire a reader to pursue the source.

Mot all books written about The Urantia Book are
intended to promote the book, In 1979, Jacques Vallee,
French chronicler of UFD phenomena, seemingly bent
on equating every unusual cult or new religious move-
ment as part of a conspiracy that threatens the world,
published Messengers of Deceprion. The Urantia move-
ment and book were barely recognizable to anyone as-
sociated with them. The author’s coverage was BLIpEr-
ficial and distorted.

A later writer, Martin Gardner, went o great
lengths to research marerial for his 1995 polemic against
The Urantia Book. In his book, Urantia, The Great Cult
Mystery, Gardner warned against giving credence to The
Urantia Book. He devored several chapters to irrelevant
subjects, e.g., ODAHSPE, the Kellopes of Battle Creek,
Michigan, and a character, Harry Loose, whom no liv-
ing Forum member recalls. He dwells upon the fringe
elements within the readership, the allegedly dated or
unfactual science of the book, and the Bratherhood
and Foundation rift. While it is obvious he has read
the book, the spiritual teachings appear to have eluded
him: the reachings of Jesus, and the nature and rela-
tiotiship of the Universal Facher to each of his universe
children, +

Translations

THE FRST TRAMSLATION OF THE Likanis Boow was
into the French lan-
guage, La Cosmogonie I
URANTIA, published
in 1962, The translatot,
lacques Weiss, per-
suaded the Trustees of
Urantia Foundation
that his translation
should be published in
three volumes, claiming
thar a book so large
could not be bound into
one valume. However,
more coples of Tome 111,
“The Life and Teachings of Jesus,” were printed, sdver-
tised and sold, which was not the intent of the Trust-

Jaceies Wik, Pars, [982

ees. Later, French readers who only knew about Tome
IIT were chagrined to learn thar there was much more
ta the revelation than the life of Jesus, A later editon,
renamed Le Livre D'Urantia, the original translation,
was published in one volume by the Foundarion, as was
the later revision. All subsequent rranslations have been
published in one volume.

The Urantia Foundation declared its commitment
to having some sixty translations published by 2030,
the vear its copyright is scheduled w expire. The fol-
lowing is a slightly edited version of a repart prepared
by Foundation employee Seppo Kanerva of Helsinki,
Finland and ILIA member Luc Lachance of St. Foy, QC,
Canada. _

“The English version of The Urantia Book is po-
rentially available to 478 million people, representing
only 13 percent of the rotal world population.

“Of this 13 percent, only a small number know of
the existence of the book, and perhaps an even smaller
tiwmber are ready to accept it. A native English speaker
often has a hard dme understanding what the most pro-
found teachings of the book mean, A non-native En-
glish speaker, after years of strenuous study, could de-
velop some proficiency in English but would find it many
times more difficult. The Urantia Book is simply roo dif-
ficult, if not impassible, for the overwhelming majority
of non-native English speakers. We know of dazens of
such persons who bought the English book but have
soon realized that it is too difficult for them to read and
comprehend. Henee, it is hopeless to try disseminarting
the book to all nations of the world solely in the En-
glish language. To date fewer than one million books
have been printed, compared ro a world population of
six hillion.

“Forunately in the lase few decades several dedi-
cated people from various nations, driven by their love
of The Urantia Book and their wish to share these su-
pernal teachings with their kinsmen, have completed
excellent translations. When all of these translations
are completed, approximately 85 percent of the world
pepulation will have access to The Uraneia Book.

“To dare, translations into French, Finnish, Span-
tsh, Durch and Russian have been complered: rransla-
tions into German, Korean, Swedish, Estonian, Ttalian
and Arabic are in progress; translations into Chinese
{Man.}, Porruguese, Hindi, Lithuanian and Polish are
planned.

“Following the 1997 Translators® Conference in
Pariz, sponsored by Urantia Foundation, it is clear that
we are on the brink of a translation explosion, a waorld-
wide spread of these illuminating reachings.” +
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Trolling for New Readers

CIVER THE YEARS MANY FROGRAMS HAVE BEEN TRED TO
raise the public's awareness of The Urantia Book and
the groups associated with ir. Beginning in 1964
COrvonton Society engaged in a 20 year campaign in
Chicage newspapers to advertise their study group
meetings. Small weekly ads were placed on the Satur-
day religion page of The Chicago Daily News, and later,
in The Chicage Tribune. Results were modest, and even-
tually, cost became a factor in the project’s rermina-
tion,

Groups across the 1.5, have rried the telephone
message program. Ads are placed in local and neigh-
borhood newspapers, inviting interested persons to lis-
ten to a three-minute taped telephone message. Sub-
jects change every two or three weeks, and are ideas
likely to inrigue truth seckers: “Are Angels Real?” “Does
Hell Really Exist!™ “Are There People on Other Plan-
ets!" "Finding Strength Through Crisis or Tragedy," “Are
You Spiriually Hungry and Still Searching!” Callers
leave their names, addresses or telephone numbers if
they wish to receive information about the baok or study
graup meetings, Lp to five responses a month have been
tallied by the Arizona Sociery. Some callers already
know about the ook,
or have read the book
in the past, and want
to reinvolve them-
selves in active study.

Bumper strips
designed by readers
who hoped to stop
traffic, sprang up in
the 19805, They usu-
ally had a carchy message (“Reader Aboard”, “You've
Got To Read [¢” or “Ask Me About The Uranta Book")
and a telephone number o call for more information.

While not created to advertise The Urantia Book
the herbal tea products of Celestial Seasonings Tea
Company, founded by readers Mo Siegel and John Hay,
were designed to enhance awareness of moral and spiri-
tual values.

Readers of The Fellowship's publicaiions, The
Study Group Herald, and Mighty Messenger are familiar
with the reports of the success of the Domestic Exren-
sion Committee’s participation in Whale Life Expos
around the country. Local study groups provide per-
sonnel to greer and speak with passershy and hand out
brochures. Follow-up mailings invite interested persons
to orientation meetings and study groups in the area.

The Fellowzhip ser up a booth at the Waeld Par-

Ohverstzed "bumper smips” in Arizona.
Caurtesy of 1], Tohnzon
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liament of Religions in Chicago in 1993, This was a
pathering of eagles—the cream of the leadership of re-
ligious movements from around the world. The Fellow-
ship presented a one hour session to anyone interested
in learning more abour The Urantia Book. Thiroy-five
people attended. Readers found many iIMpromp op-
portunities to share spiritual insights with reknowned
religious leaders,

The Fellowship
has also participated
in book fairs around
the world. An early
booth set up by the
Brotherhood and
Foundation in Lon-
don artracted the no-
tice of a younger fe-
male member of the
Royal House of
Windsor who
thumbed through the
book and asked questions abour ir. The Fellowship and
Foundation have even worked tosether in the same
booth in recent months. A book fair in southeast Asia
experienced an overwhelming number of ook sales Last
year, prompting an emergency shipment o fulfill oe-
ders.

In June a group of 11 readers, along with family
members, went cruising for parenrial readers, Waldine
Stump, Oklahoma City, OK, arranged the itinerary to
Greece, Turkey and lLealy for the 20 eravelers from the
LL5., thatincluded an Aegean cruise to islands and cit-
tes visited by Jesus during his Medirerranean tour. Toute
guides were presented with a Urantia Book ar the end
of each day's excursion. Most were accepted araciously,
bur two recipients were "ecstatic” to get theirs. The
bus driver in Athens had heard of the hook and wanted
to look ar it (he got a copy). A baok was added to the
ship library’s collection before debatkation. +

elier Stopel, Snowmnass, 1990

Meditcrranean Toner Giroagy, Rome, 1998



How Many Books Are Out There?

THE MOST RECENT COUNT GIVES THE TOTAL NUMEBER 06
heoks published by Uranta Foundation as over 400,000
since 1953, The Fellowship's shore-lived publishing ven-
ture, undertaken while the book was briefly in public
damain, produced an additonal 15,000 copies, The
Foundation currently sells about 20,000 per year, the
great majority of which are sold through major distribu-
tors, From publication in 1955 ra 1975, almost 58,000
books were sold or given as gifts. Between 1976 and
1975 sales averaged 10,000 per year. There had heen a

The Internet, a New Medium

THe Ukanma Book HAS NOT BEEN IGNORED By THE
explosion of the computer and the internet. Currently
The Urantia Book is the focus of weh sites as well as
discussion lists and chat ETOLPS.

The Urantia Foundation’s weh page is locared at
wawurantia.org. Among its many features are confer-
ence information, study aids, newsletters and archives,
international news and links to International Uranela
Associations and offices around the world. It also con.
tains the complete version of the Uranta Book with
search engine,

The Fellowship's web page can be found ar
www.ubfellowship.org. It is maintained by David Kantor,
of Lafayerte California, and is truly a labor of love. The
complete rext of the English and Spanish editions of
the Urantia Book ean be found along with current
events and conference news, The site is rich with his-
cory featuring pharographs of the early days, historical
papers and even a transeript of the Bill Sadler Je talks
given to study groups in the '50s. This information is
invaluable to every reader interested in the background
and history of The Liransda Book.

Study Groups

THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDY GROUPS CANNOT BE CAVER-
stated in our review of how The Urantia Book has been,
and is being, disseminated. Among the most narable
and tireless promorers of study groups was Julla
Fenderson who traveled up and down the west Coast,
and to Australia and Fiji fostering the establishment of
study groups, Perer Sardfaty's territory was the upper Mid-
west, and likewise engaged in heroic study group activ-
iy, Berkeley Elliore's warmly personal attention ta study
groups endeared her to each potential reader in the
southwwest,

price increase in 1977 from $20.00 to $26.00 because
of inflation, but it did nor affect sales significantly. The
real plunge in sales occurred after 1979 when the price
of the book was raised o $34.00. From 1980 through
1986, sales did not meet the 10,000 mark PEF year.

The Foundation's new soft cover version, 2 liber-
alized distribution system, more translations availahle,
wider awareness, and demand have pushed annual sales
over 20,000, +

of Dissemination

Also on the Fellowship site is information about
the various discussion lists and chat groups that are
available. Some have definite guide lines and restrict
discussion to just The Urantia Book. Others are unaf
filiaced and encourage open discussion where just about
anything goes. Be forewamed that discussions o, these
lists can be political and heated discouse is often the
fare. The Fellowship site also includes information about
local societies and their activities.

Urantia Books can be purchased on-line through
the weh sites of several hookstores, the largest being
Amazon.com. You can help raise money for the Fellow.
ship by going to Amazon.com throu gh the Fellowship's
website. The Fellowship gets a fee from Amazon BVETY
time a purchase 1= made in this fashion,

The computer and the intemner are here o stay,
It is a medium that ac first, can seem intimidaring but
in the long run is well worth the time and effort to learn
when considering the communicarion possibllities and
vast array of information available. Another step in the
direction of a united planet! +

A fuller discussion of how study grroups work will
be taking place in the months ro come as the Domestic
Extension Committee reevaluares ies role in fostering
study of the book,

The following article highlighes the concern some-
times expressed about how aue study groups affect new-
comers. It also implies that there must be found a middle
ground between the overly intellecrual approach and
the satisfaction of spiritual needs of individuals. +
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Let Your Soul Decide

By Richard 8. Omura, San Francisco, CA

WOLLDN'T T BE GRAMD F WE COLLD DEPART EVERY
studly group and Urantia Book presentation with a feel-
ing of new found hope, empowerment, spiritual invigo-
ration and a heightening of our sense of well-being?
There is a certain sense of that sometimes, bur in my
opinion, not encugh of it. What is sad is when a2 new-
comer attends a highly specific presentation on The
Urantia Book only to find that he or she cannor relate
to it whatsoever because it is overly intellectual and
doesn't appeal to the soul.

There is a Science of Mind church called Agape
in Los Angeles. This church is always packed. The min-
ister (who has read The Lirantig Book) has achieved
soul to soul communicarion with his congregation.
know of some Urantia Book readers who prefer Agape
to Urantia movement gatherings
because they want a spiritual ex-

perience, not intellectual discus-
sions. [ attend both, but [ love
my fellow believers of The Liran-
tit Hook, and feel chat with a lirtde
effort, we too, can become a com-
munity offering spiritual foed o
most everyone who hungers.

To accomplish this, 1 be-
lieve we must achieve a
soul-centered way of doing things
in our study groups, our society
meetings and other gatherings of
Urantia Book believers in order
to create an environment where having a spiritual ex-
pericnce is commonplace. What if people were so over-
whelmed by the beauty, truth and goodness of our gath-
erings that we would have to hand out tissue so they
can wipe away their tears of joy?

Please don’t ery eo pick this apart with your intel-
lect. Rather, oy to underseand the =pirit of my words,

A movement needs speakers who can appeal, not
just to the souls of thoss in the mavement, bur to the
souls of every truth seeker. Marianne YWilliamson does
itwell for the Course In Miracles, De. Michael Beckwich
for Science of Mind, M. Scorr Peck for his boaks, but
who speaks into the souls of men and women far the
Urantia movement?

I have found that most people want spiritual ex-
periences that relate to their daily lite. Not just an in-
tellectual concept or cosmology, but a philasophy of
living based on spirituality thac deals with the prab-

“Wouldn't it be grand if we
could depart every study group
and Urantia Book presentation
with a feeling of new found
hope, empowerment, spiritual
invigoration and a heightening of
our sense of well-being?”

lems of everyday life such as adverse financial situa-
tions, illnesses and death, dependence problems,
self-improvement, psychelogical issues; basically, how
to deal with the vicissitudes of living.

Can the teachings from The Urantiaz Boak pro-
vide this? Yes, I believe there 15 a new philosophy of
living in the book thar builds upon the old and was
given to us for juse this purpase.

When [ asked some readers what the philosophy
of The Urantiz Book is for them, they replied with an-
swers such as: 1o live the golden rule, to love one an-
other as Jesus would love us, to serve our fellow men
and worship God, to return pood for evil, ecc.

These are all wortchwhile, true and applicable phi-
losophies but they are not original with The Urantia
Book; they've been around for a
while. But those conceprs make
very good foundarions for the
new eachings in The Lirantia
Boutk.

A very pragmatic, new
and original revelation of rhe
ook is the overall concept of
the arigin, growth and desriny of
the soul. Many Urantia Book
readers with whom 1 have ralked
had a misconceprion of what the
soul is, I've talked to people who
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thoughe the soul was a blank
slate with no velition, just an
embryo waiting ta be born in the mansion worlds, It is
like an embryo, according to The Urantia Book bur it
does have volition and it can make decisions, albeir with
the assent of the mind,

“God the Supreme is himself « volitional, creative
participant in his oun deity acewalivation. The human
maoromtial soul is likewise o volitional, co-creative part-
ner i its own mmontalization.” (P 1282)

The soul is your co-creative partner! Also,

"During the life in the flesh the evolving soul is en-
abled to reinforce the supermaterial decisions of the mortal
mind, The soul, being supermaterial, does niat of itself fienc-
téom. on the material level of hienan experience.” (P 1219)

In acher words, on the material level of human
experience the soul reinforces the mind when the mind
makes supermaterial decisions. By “supermarerial” de-
cisions, I think they mean those decisions thar impact
our ascension career, those decisions that create value




in the Supreme. And soul cannot function all by itself
on the marerial level. So what does it need in order to
function here? The mind!

"Neither can this subspirivual soul, withous the col-
laboration of some spirit af Divirs, such as the Adpuster func-
tion above the movontia level, Neither does the sonl make
final decistons suntil death or translation diverces it from
material assoctarion with the mortal mind except when and
as this material mind delepares such authonity freely and
willingly to siech a moroneia sou) of associated function." (P
1215

Even before death or translation, the soul can
make final decisions if and when the mind delepates
such authoriry freely ro it. I've pondered whar they mean
by “final” decisions. I believe they mean final moral
decisions that we ean’t “rake hack” thar iz, the moral
decisions that are commitred to acrion,

Imagine chat! Not only are we reinforced by our
saul, we can allow our soul 1o make final decisdons!

Some people assoeiate this with being spiritual,
but remember, we cannot really be spiricual in the ma.
terial world, we barely reach the morontial state in the
form of our soul. And whart happens when we delegate

Soul to soul talk is to communicate without
hiding behind the shield of material wealth,
physical beauty or strength, or in conventions
of intellectualism, or on lofty peaks of spiritual

self-righteousness,

or strength, or in conventions of intel lectualism, or an
lofty peaks of spiritual self-righteousness, Soul ro soul
talk is to come from a place of understanding, love,
campassion and honesey by being willing 1o bare the
imperfect, vulnerable self char we are, to reveal to each
other those values we have learned from a lifetime of
missteps and errors. And we do it with faith, kroowing
that there exists within the other person a divine spirit
that will understand and respond with love and appre-
clation.

To achieve soul to soul communication *as we go
by™ in cur daily life is a good place to scarr, but it would
be a shame if we don't pur it 1o practee thraughour the
Urantla movement; in study Broups, organizational
meetings, essays and especially presentations,

Do discussions in your study group often become
ovetly intellectual? Does it seem chae mose Usantia e
sentations you've attended are intelleceusl rehashing
of Urantia Book material with no new inslghts! It has
often been so in my experience. Actually, T liked the
ntellectual discussions when [ first began poing to study
groups, but it became redious and nor really satsfying
to my soul.

The peaple are hungering for apiritual ex-
perience, and we have the seeds necessary to
grow the spiritual food n our hig Blue book.
After planting it with our minds, a time comes
when we harvest it from our soul, When we do
this, people will literally come in deoves 1o find
out what the pood news is. And the zood news
is the findings of your hearr. Mot information
int & book, but the experiential truths that o
have discovered expressed in FOUT OWnN words

autharity to our woul? Based upon my personal experi-
ence, it is as if I become the soul. It s as if my voice, my
expressions, my attitude are all under the conrral of my
soul. During the rare moments when [ know [ am do-
ing this, the results are faneastic. People respond to me
with moare openness, with candor, with smiles and love,
I'become the very best part of me.

S0 how often do opportunities arise when we can
delegate authority to our soul? Every day. Every time
we talk with another person or make a moral choice,
we have a chance to allow our soul to make those deci-
sions. And when we communicate as our soul there is
a reat chance that the other person will also be led 1o
delegate their decision-making to their soul. And voila!
We have reciprocal soul to soul communication!

Soul to soul talk is to communicate without hid-
ing behind the shield of material wealth, physical beaury

stralght out of vour soul. If they ask for reading
material, point them to The Urantiz Book. or ro any
other books you recommend, bur from what I've expe-
rienced, it is the personal, soul to saul communication
that is of primary importance.

Make ita poine to pray about this today: Let's lead
from our souls in every relationship with our fellow
humans. Let’s curb our emotional PeActions, our intel-
lectual critiques, and our spiritual self-righteausness.
When it comes to making those choices of hu man and
creator relationships, let's let our souls decide. And
when we, as Urantia Baok readecs begin to do this, a
new religious way of living is shown for the entire world
o see. And definitely, mose definitely, it will change
the world. +
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The Urantia Papers From a Jewish Perspective

By Martin Greenhut, Great Barrington, MA

| AM A GRADUATE OF TALMUDICAL ACADEMY HIGH
School and of Yeshiva College in Mew York City, 1 also
attenided the Hebrew Teachers Institute ar Yeshiva for
six years, For my entire vouth [ was intenselv acrive in
Jewish life and was a practicing orthodox Yeshiva stu-
dent until my senior year in collepe when [ chase o
give up my orchodoxy and its consequent segregation
from the rest of the world, 1 became what is known in
Israel today as “a secular Jew™. It simply means that [
gave up my orthodox involvements and practices and
lived as an agnostic...not hostile to religion... just not
able 1o relate to the vadous sectarian doctrines. [ be-
lieved that if God existed he didn't love any people on
earth any better than the ochers and certinly wouldn't
exclude anyone from eternal salvation just because they
were born into the wrong religion.

As a Jew, the obstacle to relating to Christianicoy
was my resentment for the anti-semitic confrontarions
that were thrust upon me by Chrstians, [ grew up dur-
ing W 1 and as a teenager [ saw the first filmed evi-
dence of the Mazi Holocause that was presenced as evi-
dence at the Nurenberg trials. Whenever [ heard quo-
tations from The New Testament 1 regarded them as
teachings hostile ta the Jews and consequently would
not read it

Iived a life dedicared to improving the world and
it brought me into contace with all kinds of peaple.
When working with Dr.

an ongoing expansion of my understanding of life and
ol the problems that we are facing in this world. It
brought me to the doors of falth which are opened as 1
knock, The greatest problems thar [ had as a Jew were
in the teachings about the Paradise Trinity, but a care-
ful reading of Part One of the Urantia Book dispelled
these doubts with no prablem.

Astor Jesus, the Uranria Book gave me an oppor-
municy to meer him as o Gallilean Jew. I didn't ever have
to become a *Christian,” If anybody asks me to this day
whae my religion is, T unhesitatingly tell them that I am
i Jew. Knowing |esus as a Jew is an unspeakable bless.
ing. The Uranta Book reveals Jesus' Jewish upbring-
ing, education and racial outlook in such away as o
allow me to identify with him as a Jew. He had che same
kind of home and schooling as did 1, went to the syna-
gogue a5 did 1) and lived in a Jewish culture which has
not significantly changed to chis day. The pravers and
biblical passages that he quoted were the same ones
that [ used; he amended seders and read from the To-
rah, had a bar mitzvah and his reacher was a chazan.
His apostles were Gallilean Jews and his eariest follow-
ers were also Jews.

The distortions that Pauline Christianity imposed
on the teachings of Jesus along with the mistakes of his
apastles who preached a religion about Jesus rather than
the religion of Jesus compromised the pospel message. |

find Christianity's doc-

Martin Luther King Jr's
movement in the civil
riphts struggle I often
found myself in churches
of the blacks and that is
where [ was first intro-

duced o the love of Jesus. with him as a Jew.

The Urantia Book reveals Jesus' Jewish
upbringing, education and racial outlook
in such a way as to allow me to identify

trines of the virgin birth
and the doctrine of arone-
ment by the shedding of
blood (the crucifixion of
Jesus as a sacrificial offer-
ing for the sins of man)
both alienating and de-

| was not satisfied
that things were as we were
taught. 1 always lived in hope and never left the "Kriat
Shema" behind, "Hear o' Istael, the Lord our God, the
Lord is one. And you shall fove the Lord, vour God
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
might." | just knew thar He was our there, but I didn'e
know where,

Ag it turmed out, my search for truth brought the
Urantia Book into my hands and since that day | have
been taken up with its study and in the practice of its
teachings. Getting into the Urantia Book meant that 1
had to be open to new truth and this process has meant
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grading of the wondrous
bestowal and che life of
rruth thar Jesus lved here among us.

The revelation of God's love in the human life of
the Son of Man will continue to enrich us spiritually in
all erernicy: As for the rest of the Urantia Bools, its rev-
elations are both challenging and edifying, inspiring and
supreme, [n my opinion, any Jew who ges into the Uran-
tia book will not anly gain a profound understanding of
our religion but also has a head start in undestanding
the teachings of our Lord and Creator who lived here
as one of us and revealed the Facher in heaven as he
lived a human life among us. +




- -

Spiritual Fare

The Concepts of Trust and Hope in

The Urantia Boolk

(In February 1998, Marilyn Kadlicke, Lincolshire, IL por-
traved owo qualities of the spiritsiatlly evolving personality—
ereest andd hope. This was one af an ongoing sevies of special
Programs sponsored by The Firse Society, Chicago,)

THMK OF A PIRSON YOU CAM TRUST AND COMAFLETE
the following statement: 1 know T can tTUSE somepne
when,,,

In my life ar work and in many of the activiries in
which I participare, trust is a very important qualiey for
me. Do I trust that somebady will follaw through when
they say they will do something? Do I erust that when
people tell me something they won't cha nge cheir mind
the next day! Every day, in every interaction, my
thoughts and decisions are based on my sense of the
universe and how it works, and my experiences with
the different peaple with whom I intecact,

Trustis a relatively recent phenomenon on Utan-
tia. “(T)he survival strupgles of the early ages do not
naturally breed trust." "Suspicion is the inherent reac-
tion of primitive men.” On Urantia, trust was “beought
about by the ministry of the planetary seraphim” who
arrived with the Adamic regime., "It is their mission o
inculeate trust into the minds of ¢ olving men.” (P 438)
Qur current civilization i now evolving o the place
where confidence and trust are idesls for which we can
sLrive.

“Trust is the crueial test of will creatures. Trust-
worthiness is the true measure of self-mastery, charac-
tet.” (B 315) Part of the universe plan is to “aupment
tTust just as fast as our characrers are sufficiently devel-
oped to gracefully bear these added responsibilities,,,"
Placing individuals who are not sufficiently prepared in
situations where truse is required only courts disasrer
and insures disappointment. (B 315)

The Thought Adjuster initates trust and hope
which consequently works to lead man Godward, (P
1106) Childlike rrust secures entrance to the kingdom
of heavenly ascent, bur progress depends on our vigor-
ous exercise of robust and confident faith. (B 1118) In
many ways, Jesus' life exemnplifies this relationship he-
tween childlike rrust and faich, Tesus’ fuith wis not im-
mature like that of a child, but in many ways he had
the unsuspecting truse of the child mind. *Jesus trusted
God much as the child trusts 4 parent.”... "He depended

on the heavenly Father as a child leans upon its earthly
parent.” Jesus “combined the sealware and intelligent
courage of a full-grown man with the sincere and st
it oprimism af a believing child." (& 2089)

Spiritual faith produces reust. Oypimally, thar rrust
will be in the goodness of God, (B 1108) Jesus said in a
conversation with Ganid, *] am absolurely assured that
the entire universe is friendly 1 me—:this powerful truth
linsist on believing with a wholehearted trust in spire
ot all appearances 1o the conteacy,” (P 1470)

As Jesus began his mission with his evangelists,
he called each by name and asked: “Are vou fearful,
saft and ease-see king? Are vou afraid to trust your fu-
ture in the hands of the God of truth, whose sons you
are? Are you discrustful of the father, whose children
you are? (B 1730) The Urantia Book calls each of us o
that same challenge.

Jesus' life represents the life af an individual wha
bases his life on his implicit trust in Uod and his fel-
lows. John Zebedee was greatly influenced by how Jesus
took care of his mother and tamily, even when his fam-
ily failed to understand him. Warching Jesus in his dail ¥
life *produced marked and permatient change in
[John's] characeer, changes which manifesced them-
selves throughout his entire sy hsequent life.™ (P 1555)
Tesus loved and rrusted Judas as he loved and rrusted
the other Apostles. Bue Judas failed to develop loyal
trust and to experience wholehearted love in return,
(B 1926) Trust in Cod, inevitably should lead ro truse
in athers. As Jesus talked to Andrew and James in one
of his morontia appearances he said rq Andrew, "If you
fEUst me, trust your brethren more—even Peter. [ ance
trusted vou wich the leadership of your brethren, Now
st you trust others as [ leave you o o 1o the Fa-
ther.. And rhen go on tresting, for [ will noe fail you ™
To James he said, *If you trust me mote, vou will be Jess
impatient with vour brethren. If ou will teust me, i
will help vou 1o be kind to the brotherhood of beliey-
ers.” (P 2048)

Hope is 2 concepr thar weaves itself throughour
The Urantia Boal:,

Hope is not only important to thase in levels be.
vond ours, bur is also important to propress on this
planet. Jesus' life provides exa mples of how hope was a
key element in the fourth epachal revelation to pur
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planet. At the Hme of Jesus' bestowal, the Jews had five
hundred years of the overlondship of alien rulers, and
thiz became oo much for even the most patient and
lomg-suffering among them. They needed a messiah o
deliver the "chosen people™ from this oppression. The
Book sava: “And all of this false hope led to such a de-
gree of tacial disappointment and frustration that the
leaders of the Jews were =0 confused they failed to rec-
oenize and accept the mission and ministry of & divine
Son of Paradise when he presently came to them in the
likeness of mortal flesh.”™ (B 1071]

We are told how Jesus dashed the hopes and fond-
eal expectarions of the apostles over and over again. At
the feeding of the five thousand, the apostles hoped
that Jesus would “assert his right to rule, but these false
hopes were not to live for long.” (B 1702)

“Every time Judas allowed his hopes to soar high,
Jesus would do or say something to dash them to pieces,
and there was always left in Judas® heart a scar of bitter
resentment...” (B 1926)

When Simon Zelotes could rake no more perse-
curion, and thought all was lost, he went into refire-
ment. However, in a few yeams, “he rallied his hopes
and went forth o proclaim the gospel of the kingdom."
(B 1563)

[t wis anly after Jesus bepan to "have faith in the
lovaley and intepricy of his apostles” thae he beligved
they "wauld undoubtedly endure the fiery trials which
were just ahead and emerge from the apparent wreck-
age of all their hopes inte a new Heht of a new dispen-
sation..." (B 1747)

The [rantia Book portrays hope as a universal
phenomena, Hope functions at all levels of the uni-
verse—trom here to eternity. It can be hope that spurs
us forward in our universe career toward perfection, or
hope that must die. The book, on page 1096 suggests,
that “spiritual attainment, whether secured by gradual
growrh or specific crisis," leads to a *new orientation of
persenality, as well as the development of a new stan-
dard of values. Such spirit-horn individuals are so re-
motivated in life that they can calmly stand by while
their fondest ambitions perish and their keenest hopes
crash; they positively know that such catastrophes are
but the redirecting cataclysms which wreck one's tem-
poral creations preliminary o a new and more sublime
level of universe atrainment,” +

Continued from page 11
Chitreach Theme at Regional Conferences

a global perspecrive: "Energetically pursue translations
into other non-Western languages so Christian linkage
to Western culture doesn't rub off on the book, Don't
follow narrow-minded readitions by denouncing vari-
ant or divergent views.” Harry McMullan of Oklahoma
City, OK, acknowledged the value of personal trans-
formation when spreading the gospel, but urged that
one should nor hold back uncl he or she was trans-
formed. "Many untranstormed people have done im-
pressive work: Omar Khyam, John the Baptist; John
wasn't in the kingdom, but he transformed many."

Catholic priest, Robert Schuer, described how he
labored in his vineyard: “1 share The [rantia Book with
mmy bishop and other priests every Wednesday, We for-
mulare sermons and | always share my quotations. They
are tolerant and listen, Each priest has his own favorite
books that he uses in his sermons, The Holy Spirit is
really moving,"

“Bloom where you're planted,” Par Devine of the
Bronx, NY, stated simply. “Where vou are—that's where
you begin." +

Unity
try Dhenvied Gloss

We all shall know the harmony of spiric
Attuning us to inner wnicy,

A demonstration of our kindred spirit
As children of the same One Deity
The many vartations thae divide us

Shall be eclipsed by rranscendental love.
The inner spirit's working shall unite us
In oneness both on earch and then above
As rays projected out from one bright Center,
Retracred to divinicy shall we
Be drawn unto the Universal Center,
The focus of Erernal Harmony,
The primacy of spirit gives us kinship -
A universal family of friendship.

“If ey childven are one as we are one, and if they love ome another as [ have loved them, all men
will then believe that I came forth from you and be willing to receive the revelation of rruth and glory

which I have made." (P 1964)
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Science Faire

48 Chromosomes -

Are We Asking the Right Questions?

(The following article, Iry Kenneth Glaszion, Qid,, Aus-
tralia, appeared in Innecface Intecnational, November!
December 1997, It is being reprinted with Permission, )

“THERE WERE, CRIGINALLY, TWEVE DETINGT AMD Y=
vine cancepts of transmissible life. This number twelve,
with its subdivisions and mulriples, runs throughout all
basic life patterns of all seven superuniverses. There
are also seven architecrural types of life desipn, funda-
mental arangements of the reproducing confizurations
of living matter. The Orvoneon life patterns are config-
ured as twelve inhericance carriers, The differing or-
ders of will creatures are configured as 12, 24, 48, 96,
192, 384, and 768. On Urantia there are forty-four units
of pattern control—trait determiners—in the sex cells
of human reproduction.” (P 397

“On Urantia there were twenty-four such custo-
dian commissioners, two for each fundamental OF par-
ent pacterns of the architectiiral organization of the life
material. On planets such as yours the highest form of
life is reproduced by a life-carrying bundle which pas-
sesses twenty-four pattern units.” (P 198)

“These life circutts cansed the chromasomes of the
specialized Urantia partern to reorremize.,.” (B A57)

There are several ways by which these statements
from the book may be misinterpreted. That there are
48 units of pateern control in the sex cells could mean
that each of the two rypes of sex cell (epp and =perm)
has 48 units. The statement that the highest form of
life on Urantia is reproduced by a life-carrying bundle
possessing 24 pattern units favors the interpretarion that
the 48 units are distributed a5 24 wnis in each of the
two types of sex cell. Bur perhaps we humans are not
that form of life! A further possibiliey is that the 48
units could be taken ro mean 48 chromosomes,

The mention of chromesome on page 857 shows
that the revelators were familiar with the term and may
indicate thar trait determiners or units of pattemn con-
trol are not necessarily synonymous with chromosomes,
We should also note that equating “trait determiners,”
“units of pattern control,” and “inheritance carriers”
with one another may not be 2 valid assumption,

br was noc until 1954 that it was realized thar the
human chromosome number, until then thought 1o be
48, was in actuality 46, It is 48 in qur cousing, the mon-
keys and the apes, but due to the fusion of two of our
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chromosomes, we now only have 46, Some readers have
been concerned that the revelators made an ertor.

[t is now known thar only about 5% of the DNA
in our chromosomes actually codes for the ane to two
hundred thousand genes that make us a fune tonal be-
ing. Qur DNA is comprised of about three thousand
million DNA letters and the Average pene uses the in-
formation coded n only a few thousand bases,

We can get an idea of what might be reality by
making some approximations, Let's assume that the 12
fundamental “inheritance carrers” are pot chromao-
somes but units of pattern control critieal for morpho-
genic development. Let's also assume thar each unit
cansists, on average, of twenty genes bundled together
85 AN entib

Together then, the 12 units of pattern control
account for 12 x 20 = genes. Hence the Urantia moreal's
4 units of partern control would require 260 penes—
a lictle less than 0.5 to | percent of our gene comple-
ment.

Why would any ereature require 64 replications
of the hasic 12 units of pattern conrrol! One reason
might be that there is 2 marked increase in the rate af
copying mistakes under the extreme conditions experi-
enced on some planets and a large number of copies of
the control units s required to ensure survival of the
individual.

Perhaps also we are missing something thar has
deep significance in the apparent coincidence of “seven
architectural types of life design” and the seven
doublings in the sequence 12, 24, 48, 96, 192, 384,
1681

There appears to be no essential reason o equate
a unit of pattern control with a chromosome and Cor-
eainly no good reasan o distribute the unies on, the basis
of one per chromosome. The only requirement appears
to be that these units behave as pairs in much the same
manner as do pairs of penes during cell division. Hence
the confusion caused by equating the 48 units of pRk-
tern control with the erroncous chromoseme number
of 48 may be a simple case of jumping to conelusions. +

“The higher any scientise progresses i his
chosen science, the move will he abandon the theg-
ries of materialistic fact in favor of the cosmic treth
of the dominance of the Supreme Mind," (B 1125)
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\/ancouver, (_anada

August 7 - 12,1999

Join with {_lrantia ook readers from all over the warld
as we set the sta ge for

the Fifth f'.Fi-ﬂCl'lal revelation in the new millennium!

Far more information contact:
The (rantia Book [ellowship
529 Wrightwood Avenue
Chicago, || 60614-179+

phone7 735270 24a 7 75/527 6159
ematandon | netcomeoom

waw.ubfelowsh |Fr:xg" 5q2000
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“The horse, an-mﬁ@ﬂiﬁg:exan‘qﬁle:uﬁe&uhﬁm- R L

*As Urantia is entering the so-called "hormseless age" you should pause o consider what this
anitnal meant to your ancestors. Men ficst used horses for food, then for travel, and later in
agriculture and war The horse has long served mankind and has plaved an imporeane pact in the
development of human civilization,” (B 697)
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