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EDITOR'S NOTE: This issue of The URANTIAN, Journal
af URANTIA Brotherhood, in our view, captures the
spirit of the General Conference held in Maine this past
suninier, Although we were not able to reprodice here
all the fine prasentations and workshops offered there,
we are pleased to provide & memory for thase who ai-
tended and a sense of what transpired for those who
couldn’t. Al of these presented here point clearly to the
Conference Theme: Personal Transformation and its
Power to Transform the World, We begin with Jim
Tohnston's Keyvnote Address,
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BE YOU PERFECT

The seeret af transbarmation of he imdividual as well as
the world is the vision that you held of who and what
vou desire Lo become, and then acting as though that vi-
sion has already become a reality, That's it, That's
about all that [ will be talking about this morning,

The theme of this conference 15 "TPersonal Transfor-
mation and its Power to Transform the World.” The
theme wasn't posed as a guestion, but rather as a state-
ment. Can personal transfermation, even the spiritual
transformation of one individual, actually teansform
the world? [ think that it can.

One only need look at the life of Jesus in bath his per-
sonal and public ministry, to see the influence of one
spicitually transtormed individual in the world, His
apostles and followers, by virtue of his transforming life
in this world, wirtually . . .turned the whole Roman
Empire upside down,” {"2077;5} During his one visit ko
Eome, Jesus had an influence on the spiritual awakening
of more people than most of us will have an influence on
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ina lifetime. The power of his mere presence was so
profound that he merely had to smile upon people For
them to experience renewed Faith and encouragement.

As Aristotle said to his young pupil, Alexander The
Great, in answer bo Alexander's gquestion “How many is
onel”: "In the arena of human affairs, one can be a very
great number,”

I am convinced that the waorld essentially gets
transbarmed |:l],r and H‘lrnup,h transformed individuals.
Therefore, it is not world transformation that 1 wish 1o
focus on this morning, but rather, the transtormation of
the individual. If you weant to transform the world. then
start by transforming voursalf,

May the mind that was in Christ Jesus be also in you,

Well, haw da you transtorm yourmsel b One of the essen-
tial ingredients =eems to be altering your thoughts about
who you are, Willlam James noted, “The greatest
dhiscovery of my generation is that human beings can
alter their lives by altering their attitudes of mind,”

In his award winning tape, “The Strangest Secret,”
social philosopher Earl Mightengale identified a power-
Ful axiem for material success, He dresw the idea from
MNapoleon Hill's book Think and Grow Rick. The axiom
is essentially this: "You become what you think about,”

If won think about yourself as being successful, you
will become successful, [F wou focus on personal
growth, vour mind will generate the ideas and plans
that will lead to personal growth, Your life becomes a
soct of seli-Fulkilling prophecy, If you focus on a low
self-image, you will provide for yvourself a lot of reasons
to conlinue lo see yoursell in that licht, Every mistake
that you make will be amplified out of proportion ta
confirm the poor image that vou had of vourself
ariginally. IF vou focus on fear, wou will grow a
multitudinous variety of weeds of fear lo congest and
strangle the garden of your mind. As a Solitary
Messenger wrote, “Mind is the cosmic instrument on
which the human will can play the discords of destruc-
tiom, or upon which this same human will can bring
forth the exquisite melodies of God identification and
consequent eternal survival.” (*1217:2)

In his book Ay Am T Afraid to Tell You Wha [ Am,
Father John Powell said this; "It is almost a truism of
contemperary psychology that one's image of himsalf
lies at the root of most human conduct,” He went an to
say: “What is more difficult to accept is that the image
each of us has of himself is really the product of what
other people, rightly or wrongly, have told us that we
are, If one imagines himself Lo be evil or inadeguate and
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his life to be governed by Murphy's law, it will show in
his conduct, He will attempt nothing of challenge and
will consider safety as that which must be sought above
and before all, He will somehow altempt to hide his
shame or inadequacy under a veil of anonymity.” As
ancther onee said, "So many people seem Lo be Hptoe-
ing past life's risks zo that they can make it safely to
death!”

The day-te-day consequences of one's self-image is
one of the reasons that cffective parenting is s0 impor-
tant. In revealing the love of God to children, an effec-
tive parent will imbed in their children a high self-
esteem, & profound self-respect, They will teach them
unconditionally that they are loved, good, and whaole,
They will enrich their children's lives with an enduring
sense of self waorth,

Think about the difference between most childeen and
most adults. Stop to consider the difference in en-
thusiasm, joy, and sense of wonder inm their lives,
Children are starting out fresh, they have a clean slate
anid abounding optimism. Too many adults have been
beaten down and beaten back by the world, by the
opinions, rejection, ill-will, and criticism of others,
They are not so much limited by the reality of who they
are as their belief of who they are, They carry with them
in the form of messages and images, a thousand and ane
reasons for preserving their low self-image.

When you lock at the adult population of any genera-
tion, it is easy to understand why Jesus taught he
wanted to set men free so that they could start out
afresh as little children.

Jesus” mind was fresh, alive, and unencumbered by
fear or self doubt, He kept his mind firmly focused on
the chief enterprise of life: seeking the way of God. He
believed firmly that the whole universe was friendly
toward him. As he told Ganid on their return from
Rome: ™., .. [ have absolute confidence in my heavenly
Father's overcare; | am consecrated to doing the will of
my Father in heaven, [ do not believe that real harm can
befall me; [ do not believe that my lifework can really be
jeopacdized by anything my enemies might wish to visit
upon me, and surely we have no violence to fear From
our friends. [ am absolutely assured that the omtire
universe is friendly to me—this all-powerful truth I in-
sist an believing with a wholehearted trust in spite of all
appearances to the contrary,”” {*1470:1}

His commitment to aligning his life with the way of
the Father was so complete, his attitudes of mind sa
positive, that there was no room for fear, jealousy,
hatred, revenge, fear of criticism, or greed. No wonder
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that it has baen said “"Let the mind which was in Chriss
be also In you. ™ (*1123:2)

Be vou perfect.

The poet Goethe said, “Before you can do something,
you must be something.” Perhaps due to our western
material conditioning, we often think that we must do
something to be something.

Instead, in reality, it scems to be the other way
around, If you want to do something, you must be
someone in your mind Hrst, You must see yourself as
having attained your goal before vou attain it, Dr, Den-
nis Waitely, author of The Paychology of Winning, said
this, “There never was a winner who didn't first see
nimself as winning.” People generally think that you
must have material possessions to be wealthy, Yet the
truth seems to be that people see themselves as being
wealthy in their mind's eve long before they ever have
wealth, In the Dale Carnegie training, vou're trained to
act enthusiastic so you will be enthusiastic. What you
actually get trom the experience though, is not genuine
enthusiasm, but rather an elaborate act of enthusiasm,
To be enthusiastic vou must simply be enthusiastic, Just
a5 to be of good cheer vou must Be of Cood Cheer,
Neither will you be religious by acting religious or doing
religious things. “__ Jesus talked at great length, trving
to show the twelve what they must be, not what they
must do. They knew only a religion that imposed the
doing of certain things as the means of attaining
righteousness—salvation, But Jesus would reiterate, Tn
the kingdom you must be rightecus in order to do the
work.” Many times did he repeat, ‘Be you therefore
perfect, even as vour Father in heaven is perfect.” All the
while was the Master explaining to his bewildered
apostles that the salvation which he had come to bring
to the world was to be had only by believing, by simple
and sincere faith,” (*1584:4)

The supreme goal of eternity is perfection, Jesus said
to "Be...perfect, even as your Father in heaven is
perfect.” (*1584:4) I've always wondered about that
atatement. It has always bothered me that perfection
seems so unattainable in this lifetime, Yet he said “Be
perfect” just as he said "Be of Good Cheer” and “Fear
not.” He didn't say “Try to be perfect.” or "Aim for
perfection.”

1 think that part of his message was at least this: Be
perfect now in your mind's eve, Know that you are a
child of God, that you have the seed of perfection
within you, and act as though you have already attained
that perfection.
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Oni the way to Bome in a conversation with a bith-
raic priest, Jesus said this about fime: 7. . _even to man,
becauze of his sectional and circumscribed view, time
appears & a succession of events; but as man ascends,
as he progresses inward, the enlarging view of this event
procession i such that it is discerned more and more in
its wholeness. That which formerly appeared az a suc-
cession of events then will be viewed as a whole and
perfectly related  cwcle: im0 this way  will crcular
simultaneity increasingly displace the ocnetime con-
scionsness of the linear sequence of events,” {71439:4}

I don't pretend to understand the full meaning of the
concept of crcular simultaneity, Part of it though, |
think is this: In our attitude of mind, we can hold
pecfection as real right now, even though many sunsets
must [ollow many sunrises before perfection has fully
blossomed in our lives in eternity,

When you see yourself by faith to be a perfect son ar
daughter of God, then enwy, jealousy, anger, and
resentment all tend to evaporate - they become virtually
unreal and useless. Treuly, life becomes an almost ef-
Fortless adventure, Mo longer do you see growth as a
series of arduous hurdles that must be traversed in order
bo attaln a stabe of [lt:'rl:q'l:_'ﬁ.un that seems \'i'r‘lu.'l“}' wral-
tainable, Rather, it becomes the obyvicus condition of
continucus sermination tn which "Trouble will in-
vigorate you: disappointment will spur you on; dif-
Ficulties will challenge YAILE; and ohatacles will stimulate
vou, " ("1438:2)

You begin Lo aclt as though your eternal goal has
almeady been attained. OF the twelve apostles, The
URANTIA Book zavs, it was the apostle James who
. .arasped the thrilling truth that Jesus wanted his
children on earth Lo live as though they were already
citizens of the completed heavenly kingdom.” (T1582:7)

The goal of perfection and the truth/Eact that we are
the atfspring of the perfect Father of all can be by faith
the new gyro-compass of our lives. Once we have made
the decision to attain that Supreme goal, our minds will
sencrate the ideas and plans to take us to our eternal
destination. “[t is vour thoughts, not vour feelings, that
lead yvou Godward.” (*1104:6, 1105:1). Seek and vou
shall find, ¥Knock and the door will be apened,

Love one another as [ have loved you,

A new attitude, a new vision of vourself, renewed faith,
seemn rarely to resull in immediate transformation, Maore
commaonly, growth is gradual, sometimes impercepti-
ble. Many of the same reaction-habits remain with you

until they are shed to make way for the emerging newly-
directed person. Spiritual growth is often like the Asian
Moso bamboo plant, Afler it is planted, no visible signs
of Erl.mll:h arcur for up o Five years, Then it suddenly
begins to grow at a rate of nearly 2% feet per day,
reaching a [ull height of 90 feet within six weeks, Tha
Moso's rapid growth is due to the miles of roots it
developed during those ficst Bve vears, getfing ready,

Will you continue to make mistakes, to live out of
alignment with your new Rith/vision of yourselt and
vour relationship to God? Yes you will. What do you do
about 1T Vigtually nothing, Simply keep focusing on the
goal of your eternal lifetime, Buckminster Fuller once
made the point that you cannot change the old by re-
sisting it, you can onlv change the old by supplanting it
with a new methodology. Continue to seek the way of
el and toalign your like with the will of God within
vou, "The possibility of making mistakes is inherent in
the acquisition of wisdom, the scheme of progressing
from the partial and temporal to the complete and eter-
nal, from the relative and imperfect to the final and
perfected. Error is the shadow of relative incom-
pleteness which must of necessity [all across man's
ascending  universe path to Paradise perfection,”
["1435:4)

People with training in Hnance understand the time
value of money, but we seldom stop to consider the time
value of prople. Small, almost imperceptible growth,
when compounded, can result in pheneomenal overall
growth, A dollar that earns compound intecest at one
per cent per dav over the course of a year would be
worth 336 at the end of one year; 51,427 at the end of
two years: and 354,000 at the end of three years. At the
end of six vears, the dollar would have grown to close 1o
£3,000,000,0000 Small, almost imperceptible growth in
individuals as well, when compounded, can result in
phenomenal overall growth, The key seems to be to

keep focusing on the small positive successes — the
rrivement boward the goal — and building on that
movement.

The focus of a growing person is on where they are
growing and not where they are now or where they
hawve been. “All religions before and after the times of
Tesus, even Christianity, carefully provide for conscen-
tious seli-examination. Bul nol so with the religion of
Jesus of Mazareth, Jesus' philosaphy of life is without
religious introspection. The carpenter’'s son never taughl
character fFuilding: he taught character growth, declar-
ing that the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.,”
{"1383:2}




During our lifetimes, we find success frequently in the
pattern of visvalizing our goals and then persistentiy
acling as though we have already achiewved the resulls.
The best corporate managers of change are those who
can create a clear vision For the direction of change and
then communicate that vision in a thousand and one dif-
ferent ways to their peaple, As Tom Peters, co-author
af In Seerch of Excellence said, “Whenever anything is
being accomplished anywhere in an ocrganization, it is
being accomplished by a monomaniac with a mission .
Mast successful entrepreneurs are those who have
tenaciously clung, like an English bulldog, to a business
idea, until they have effectively made that idea a reality,
The highest performing athletes are those who already
see themselves as winners and who persistently train
and evolve their skills until they have made their vision
a material reality.

The Adjuster seems to be entirely in accord with these
mortal enterprises: "Although the divine indwellers are
chiefly concerned with vour spiritual preparation for
the mext stage of the never-ending existence, they are
alse deeply interested in wour temporal welfare and in
your real achievements on earth, They are delighted to
contribute te your health, happiness, and true prosperi-
tv. They are not indifferent Lo your success in all mat-
ters of planetary advancement which are not inimical Lo
your future life of eternal progress,” (*1204:1)

Although these mortal enterprises are enjoyable,
satisfying, and often consistent with spiritual goals and
values, they ought never take pre-eminence over the
spiritual enterprise of secking Cod's way and achieving
spiritual growth. **. . human wills which are fully oc-
cupied with passing only upon temporal decisions hav-
ing to do with the material preblems of animal existence
are doomed to perish in time. These who make
whaolchearted moral decisions and unqualitied spiritual
choices are thus progressively identified with the in-
dwelling and divine spirit, and thereby are they increas-
ingly transformed into the values of elernal survival —
unending progression of divine service." (*1431:4)

Crowth and transtarmation ocour because we act on
the consciousness that has been born in our hearts that
we are children of God, The fruits of the spirit are
paradoxically alse the roots of the soul. Jesus said that
"It is not possible to respect yourself more than you love
your neighbor; the one is the measure of the capacity for
the other.” (*1740:2) . . .Lowve cne another. . .as [ have
loved you'™ (" 2044:3) was his final commandment to us.
The more that we love others, the deeper our capacity
to love them and the more real we become,

e e — e ———
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In the children's story, "The Velveteen Rabbit,” The
Skin Horse and The Velveleen Rabbit were talking:

“What is real?” asked the Rabbit one day when they
were lving side by side in the nursery before Mana came
to tidy the room. “Does it mean having things that buzz
inside you and a stick-cut handle?

“Real isn't how you are made, It isa thing that hap-
pens to you. When a child loves vou for a long long
Hrne, nob just Ea play with, but really loves you, then
you become real.”

“Droes it hurt?” asked the rahbit,

“Sometimes,” said the skin horse, for he was alwavs
truthful, “But when vou are real, vou don’t mind being
hurt.”

“Daes it Bappen all at once like being wound up.” he
asked, “or bit by bitT"

“It doesn't happen all at once. You become. It takes a
[ong time. That's why it doesn't often happen to people
whao break easily or have sharp edges or who have to be
carefully kept. Generally, by the time vou are real, most
ob your hair has been loved off, and vou get loose in the
joints, and you get very shabby. But these things don't
matter al all because once you are real, vou can't be
ugly except to prople who don't understand.”

“l suppose you are real,” said the eabbit. And then he
wished he had not said it, for he thought the skin horse
might be sensitive,

But the skin horse only smiled. The boy’s uncle made
me real.” he said, “That was a mreat many vears ao,
But once you are real, vou can't become unceal again. It
lasts for always.”

Summary

The secret of spiritual transformation, the process of
Becoming real, is to change vour attitudes of mind —
“May the mind that was in Jesus be also in vou”; to see
voursell as 2 child of the perfect Ged right now — "Be
vou perfect, even as the Father in heaven is perfect”: and
bo act on that new consciousness — to love one another
a5 [esus has loved us.

One of the most powerful, complete summaries of the
process of personal and spiritual transformation any-
where in The URANTIA Book is the dialogue between
Jesus and the young man who was afraid. Jesus said:

“Bet your mind al work to solve its problems: teach
voure intellect to work for you; refuse longer to be
dominated by fear like an unthinking animal, Your
mind should be your courageous ally in the solution of
vour life problems rather than wour being, as you have
been, its abject fear-slave and the bond-servant of



Journal of URANTIA: Brotherhood

depression and defeat. But most valuable of all, your
potential of real achicvement is the spirit which lives
within you, and which will stimulate and inspire your
mind to contrel itself and activate the body if you will
release it from the fetters of fear and thus enable your
spiritual nature to begin your deliverance from the evils
of inaction by the power-presence of living faith, And
then, forthwith, will this faith vanguish fear of men by
the compelling presence of that new and all-dominating,
love of your fellows which will so soon fill vour soul to
averflowing because of the consciousness which has
been born in your heart that you are a child of God.”
{"1438:1}

May the blessings of the Father in heaven ever abide
with you, Have a wonderful week.

Jim Johnston
Temple Terrace, Florida

The folleoing tweo pieces were shared by David Roberi-
son as part of kis staterment on personal transforsation,

ALL I EVER REALLY NEEDED TO KNOW |
LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN

by Robert Faughum Kansas City Times

September 17, 1986

Most of what 1 really need to know about haw ta live,
and what to do and how to be, I learned in
kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the
graduate school mountain but there on the sandbox at
the nursery schocl,

These are the things | learned: Share everything. Play
fair, Don't hit people. Put things back where you found
them. Clean up your own mess. Don't Lake things that
aren’t yours. Say vou're sorry when you hurt somebody
Wash vour hands before you eat. Elush. Warm cookies
ard cold milk are sood For vou, Live a balanced lifs.
Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing
and dance and play and work every day some.

Take a nap every afternoon. When you go out into
the warld, watch for traffle, hold hands, and stick
together. Be aware of wonder, Remember the little seed
in the plastic cup. The roots go down and the plants go
up and nobody really knows how or why, but we are all
like that.

Gaoldbish and hamsters and white mice and even the
little seed in the plastic cup — they all die, So do we,

=

And then remember the book about Dick and Jane
and the first word yvou learned, the biggest word af all:
LOOEK,

Everything you need to know is there somewhere,
The Golden Rule and love and basic sanitation, Ecology
and politics and sane living.

Think of what a better world it would be if we all —
the whole world — had cookies and milk about 3 o'clock
every afternoon and then lay down with our blankets for
a nap. Or if we had a basic policy in our nation and other
nations to always put things back where we found them
and cleaned up our own messes, And it is =till true, no
matter how old you are, when vou go out into the world,
it is best to hold hands and stick together.

THE SQUARE ROOT OF NOTHING
by Curt Cloninger, 17, April, 1986

My God is a slam dancer on a flaor with spectral,
peychedelic lights;

and people; and noises; and smells; and bumps

and all He knows s the music,

(He keaps His eves closed)

My God moves like nobody can;

and breaks and turns, and lunges like some gorgeous
blue Auid

at zero gravity.

[f the music had lite and a body, it would mirror the
moves my God makes, and it does,

My God is an oak tree in the desert, alone for 12,000
miles arcund:

with roots so deep and strong they hold the earth

in oebil:

and a trunk so sure and constant to hold up the sky,
that it makes Atlas look like Pee Wee Herman in
F.I:E'l.il_l]_'lia_

(5till, one time 1 carved “Curt loves God” with my
tinger inte His trunk, and the sky moved).

His branches are too wide for infinity to Imagine,

and ['ve elimbed all over every ane,

My God is the random savagery of a storm’s eye.

My God is a terrified butterfly,

crushed under the heel of the boot of a seventeen year-
ald axe murderer, on Good Friday.

My God is tenderness incarnate.
He hugs everybody constantly, and He loves quiche;
but man, He could whip your ass like standing still,



My God is not hip to religion, never has been,
Too many laws and doctrines and subdivided

denominations to keep up with.
My CGod is love.

He makes the cloth For the lilies of the fisld.
He can do more with a mustard seed

than Julia Child has ever done with prime riks,
He's the reason strangers smile back,

Wy God is your God too (take it or leave it},
and what 1 know and can tell of him is still only the
square root of nothing.

[esus Christ is risen,
May the sky forever mowve.

TRANSFORMATION: AND HERE
IS MYSTERY

[ want to begin by telling you an anecdote about the
renowned American evangelist, Billy Graham. [t seems
he was in a small community where he was scheduled to
speak that evening. During the day, he was anxious to
put some letters into the mail and went out for a walk.
He stopped a voung fellow on the street to ask direc-
tions to the local Post Office. After the youngster had
given him the information, Graham invited him to his
evening preaching engagement, saving that he would be
speaking on the topic, “The Way to Heaven,” But the
voung fellow replied that he'd probably not be there,
"Gosh,” he said, “you don’t even know your way to the
Post Office,'”

The great Danish philosopher and religionist, Kierke-
gaard, has said, "Most people believe that the .. com-
mandments, that is, to love one’s neighbor as oneself
land so forth) are intentionally a little too severe — like
putting the clock ahead half an hour to make sure of not
being late in the morning.”

I am beginning Lo think that the act of personal
transformation is to bring our interlor clocks to the
point where they tell true time,

Webster's Ninth Collegiate Dictionary  defines trans-
tormation in the following way: "To change in
character, to convert,” There is an additional comment
that says "Transform implies a major change in form,
nature or function.” Certainly, spiritual transformation
implies all three, both temporally and eternally.
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[ believe the good people who asked me to speak to-
day felt that T had had seme acquaintance with persanal
transformation. During my career as an actor, [ some-
times transformed myself eight times each weel. In ad-
dition to this, over the years [ have transformed myself
from a skinny dope-smoking Hippy into an overweight
and stressec-out  businessman approaching mid-life
crisis. But to return for & moment to the theatre, it is the
task of the actor to motivate oneself to behave as
though he were another person, in order to achicve the
plavwright's intended meaning, following the director’s
instructions, while wearing the costumer’s creations.
One simply does not act like onesell when the curtain
EOCs Up.

What a surprise it must be for sincere spiritual seekers
who become students of the fifth epochal revelation to
learn that we are expected to choose to wrile our awn
portion of the Cosmic Drama, and to act an the highest
ideals for the benefit of our Fellow mertals. Most of all,
to become teuly and sincerely real.

On page 1285 of The URANTIA Book, a Mighty
Messenger tells us: "Into the keeping of mortal man has
been given not only the Adjuster presence of the Para-
dise Father but alse control over the destiny of an infini-
tesimal fraction of the future of the Supreme. For as
man attains human destiny, so does the Supreme a-
chieve destiny on deity levels,” {*1285:2) “And here is
mystery: The more closely man approaches God
through love, the greater the reality — actuality — of
that man.” {"1285:4)

Here then is our motivation as actors in this enor-
mous universe theatee: to love as Jesus loves us.

The Supreme Being needs owr infinitesimal input
toward his completion, ane the Father is asking us to
return home. We're not here seeking the way to the Post
Office. We're actually taking the First steps on our
journey to Paradise.

That zame Mighty Messenger alao has said: “As we
master the problems of sslf-realization, so is the God of
experience  achicving almighty supremacy i the
universes of lime and space.” [*1284:3) "It is out of the
very reality of the Supreme that the Adjuster, with the
consent of the human will, weaves the patterns of the
eternal nature of an ascending son of God.” (*1284:5)

5o, as we transform our personal lives through
spiritual growth, we are achieving actuality in the
cosmaos, we are becoming cosmic citizens, ambassadors
of God,

When we take a eloser look at the process of personal
transtormation, we approach the imner life, that

“
_ s
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simpular most intimate locale inside us, where we choose
the Father's will, Tt is the place where we come elagest to
the God who is within.

heister Eckhart, the great German mystic, once
wrote: The seed of God is in us, Given an intelligent
and hardworking farmer, it will thrive and grow up to
Cod, whose ssed it is; and accordingly, its fruits will ba
Cod-nature. Pear sveds grow inta pear trees, nut sceds
inte nut trees, and God seed into God.” This deceptively
simple staterment contains for me the astounding realiza-
tion that we are transferming cur mertal natures into
clarified vessels ol love. And we know that that love is
of God, and from God, and will ultimately lead us into
the presence of the Father himself, wha is living love,

S0, how do we do it? How do we perform the act of
transformation an ourselves? Cur bwenbieth century has
seen the development of a plethora of cults, “isms" and
“ologies”, all of them reflecting the deep need many pea-
ple feel for techmigues and training in enlightenment.
But, The URANTIA Book indicates thal our slothful
human minds want everything complex rendered sim-
ple. We choose secondary status, supporting prieslcralt
an every side, o show us how to become fully con-
scious, This must be a stage in our evolutionary
development, and it brings ws quite a variely of koaks
and would-be saines |1.'|-::1c.::|:;'i|:|.|._.,' their own brand of
developmental wisdom. From Shirley Mclaine 1o the
baharishi 1o Tim and Ti,::ll.'lrl'l':,-‘ Bakker, we have a
smorgasboard of good advice and bad.

However, the Mebadon Melchizedeks remind us that
"“Man's sele contribution to growth is the mobilization
of the lotal powers of his personality — lLiving faith.”
(*1097:5) And the midwayers reassure us that, "It re-
quires time for men and women Lo effect radical and ex-
tensive changes in their basic and fundamental concepts
of social conduct, philosaphic attitudes, and religious
convictions.” (*1705:1)

The greal task, abler we have experienced re-bisth in
the Spirit, is to realign the concepts we used in the past
to simplify and explain our existence, with the real
universe and the real influences that our Thought Ad-
juster and our unseen friends are providing for our
development. I'm speaking of the period after we realize
that our Thought Adjuster is present in our mind.
(What a shame that we don't have an archangel visita-
tion introducing us to our very own Mystery Monitor:
“Little Stevie, this is your Father Fragment,” while the
trumpets blare.) Seriously, though, the assurance of the
presence of our divine companion often comes only
after one of those “redirecling cataclysms™ {*1096:6} has
feft ws on our knees praying for help. We then realize

that the influence of our Thought Adjuster is halping to
spiritualize our thinking, literally to change our minds,
We are helped to know how to pick up the pieces.
Eemember the remark of the Melchizedok: “"MNow mean-
ings only emerge amid conflict; and conflict persists
only in the face of refusal to espouse the higher values
connoted in superior meanings, Religious perplexities
are inevitable; there can be no growth without psychic
conflict and spiritual agitation . . . But, the great problem
of religious living consists in the task of unifying the
soul powers of the personality by the dominance of
LOWE."™ (*1097:6,7,8,)

And this, [ want te submil to you, is the place whers
we transform ourselves. With the conspiracy of spiritual
help that we have availlable to us, our unseen Frends
and our precious Thought Adjuster oifer us the oppor-
lunity to take the shattered remains of our farmer lives
and use them artfully to create the mosaic of the future.
We car make the difficult cholces, in Fact, iF we are not
to stagnate, we simply must make them in order to
bring forth Spirit fruit. We must lransform our concept
of reality into the realization of the actuality of God's
living cosmos. We transform ourselves at every juncture
by our decisions to do it God's way, the better way
toward perfection,

Finally, we know for certain that this is st a “haw-
bo” religion we are involved with, Michael of Nebadon
has created a universe based on Truth, BDeauty, and
Goodness, He was and is a hands-on Creator Son,
whaose life on this planet has left us with the urgency of
lowing as he laves, af doing as he does, not according to
some pre-arranged formula, but simply by the doing of
our living, every day, It is in our prayer and worship
sessions that we can acknowledge whatever transforma-
tion we have performed upon ourselves, and see the
potentials to be realized in growth vet lo come. Jesus
urpes us ta jump into experience, not as a divine fool,
but as wisdom-hungry human, ready to practice for-
giveness and strong to o the second mile,

Femember that Jesus told Ganid: “IF we know God,
our real business on earth is so to live as to permit the
Father to reveal himself in our lives, and thus will all
God-seeking persons see the Father and ask for our help
in finding out more about the God who in this manner
finds expression in our lives.” {"14&46:3) What an op-
portunily this is! The transformation process brings us
away from our old selves to such an extent that we may
actually introduce other mortals to our heavenly Father,

A Mlighty Messenger gives us the clue to the whaole
process: “Ian's great universe adventure consists in the
transit of his mortal mind from the stability of mechani-
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cal statics to the divinity of spiriteal dvnamies, and he
achivves this transformation by the force and conslancy
of his own personality decisions, in each of life's situa-
tions declaring, ‘It is my will that your will be done,'”
("1303:1)

In closing | want to read to you the words of a mortal,
Francols de Sales, who once questioned the Bishop of
Geneva concerning the attainment of perfection. The
wise and wily old Bishop replied, “There are many
beside you who want me to tell them of metheds and
systems and secret ways of becoming perfect, and 1 ean
only tell them that the sole sccret is a hearty love of
God, and the only way of attaining that love is by low-
ing. You learn to speak by speaking, to study by study-
ing, to run by running, to work by working: and just so
you learn to love God and man by loving, All thase
wha think to learn in any other way deceive themselves.
[f you want to love God, go on loving Him more and
more, Begin as a mere apprentice, and the very power of
love will lead you on ta become a master in the art,”

May God bless you with daily spiritual renewal and
lifelong personal transformation. Thank you,

Stephen Zendt
San Francisco, California

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

In my experience with interfaith dialogue, | have learned
to share definitions of terms before discussing ideas and
will be deing se this morning, However, [ am going Lo
adopt the “Jewish” way and take my title “Our Relation-
ship with God” From the end and work towards the
beginning.

When [ refer to God, using the single word, it is as my
Father and your father, We share the same father and
therefore, a common parentage, The God to whom |
refer created our local universe, 1 relate to him through
my knowledge of Jesus' life as learned from song texts,
the Bible, and The URANTIA Book. Through my
awareness of the warkings of the Spirit of Truth in my
life and in the lives of other believers, 1 am working
towards the realization of the evolving God the
Supreme, Hy striving to strengthen the connection be-
tween my crmant human self and the divine God
presence within me which The URANTIA Book calls
“the Thought Adjuster,” 1 am reaching toward an
understanding of the Universal Father,

"With” seems to be a simple word, Webster defines it
5, “a being together, in the company of.” The writer of
the old Gospel text, “And He walks with me and He

Volume 12, Numbers 3, 4 Fall-Winter, 1987-38

talks with me, and He tells me 1 am His own," brought
this trath to many rural church singers.

"Relationship” . . a conneclion, a being related. Our
relationship with our Creator has been made possible by
the spirit of Truth given to all at Pentecost,

There is an additional element of “relationship” or us
to consider today, . .the Fact that “This bestowal of the
Son’s spirit [the Spirit of Truth] effectively prepared all
normal men's minds for the subsequent universal
bestowal of the Father's spirit (the Adjuster) upon all
mankind.” (*2061:2)

We all share the manifestations of the Spirit of Truth
trom God our Father and the Indwelling Adjuster from
our Universal Father, That certainly makes us kinfolk,
related beings. But now we come to that little word
which beging my title, "our” O U R...a double
possessive. Does it mean vou and me. | the people In
this room? [Does it mean the readership of The
URANTIA Bookl Does it mean English-speaking,
French-speaking, Spantsh-speaking people? Jesus said,
“'...my mission is to live a life in this generation and
for all generations,”' (*1466:1) Taking a cue from the
spirit of The URANTIA Book, my definition of “our” is
inclusive af all human beings, male/female, resardless
of race, religion, color or creed; and T am reminded of
[esus” new commandment, ““That you love one another
even as [ have loved vou. And by this will all men know
that you are my disciples if you thus love one anather,”™
1o A)

“Love”. . .now theres an interesting word Lo define,
Webster doesn’t do too badly, but | think the paper on
God the Supreme says it better, “All true love is from
Ciod, and man receives the divine affection as he himssf
bestows this love upon his fellows, . .. The Father's love
can become real to mortal man only by passing through
that man's personality as he in turn bestows this love
upon his fellows, The great drcuit of love Is from the
Father, through sons to brothers, and hence to the
Suprerme,” (T1289-4)

We have been mandated by Jesus to love each other
“as 1 have loved you.” What does thal mean to us and
how can we show that love to each other? It is a question
worth thinking and praying about, for, as the renowned
Roman Catholic theologian, Dr, Raymond Brown, states,
“. . .as long as Christian love is in the world, the world is
still encountering Jesus,”; or, as Jesus said to Ganid,

.the revelations of God flash upon the exrth in the
lives of the men who reveal God to their fellows.™
("1467:3) Remember cne of the manibestations of the
Spirit of Truth is that Jesus . . . now again lives [his life]
anew and afresh in the individual believer of each passing




Journal of URANTIA Brotherhood

generation of the spirit - flled sons of God.™ ["2061:5)
Our Bves are reflechions of GLHJ b our sesbers ancd
brothers. God the Father is an “1° activity. God the
Suprerme s an “Chue” activity, “God the Father can be
found by any individual whe his attained the divine lewel
of Godlikeness, but God the Supreme will never be per-
somally discoverad by any ome creature until that far-
distant time when, through the universal attainment of
pertection, all creatures will simultanecusly Bod him.,”
("1290:2) Obviously, we must help each other find God
andd mantbest his love in our lives,

Mo Let's take my title in order, from beginning to end,
and review our thoughts, "Our'” is inclusive, invoking us
to love one another and show [esus’ love for us by the
way we live together, by the way the God in each of us
reaches out to the God in the other members of our fami-
Iy, Thus we form relationships, connections that link us
with G,

A5 [abbi Chayim has said- “When we go our separate
ways, we may go astray; let us join hands amd look for
the way together,” Let us hold hands and togethar find
our way home to our Father, Let us reach up and in to
God, for "When man goes in partnership with God, greal
things may, and dao, happen.” ("14&7:6)

Eileen Laurence
Armaonk, Mew York

MOTHER TERESA FILM INTRODUCTION

Jusk as we seem ba lose faith in the awesome power of per-
zonal transformation to transform our world, and resart
to impersonal, mechanistic technigque, along comes a per-
son like Mother Teresa. Even all the words in The
UBANTIA Hook, or a thousand thousand URANTIA
Books, pale in comparison to a single life lived as a testa-
mment Lo the reality of our Father among us.

"Lord, make me a channel of vour peace, That where
there is hatred, [ may bring love, Where there is error, |
may bring truth, Where there is dizcord, [ may bring har-
mony. Where there is doubt, 1 may bring Faith. Whaere
there is despair, 1 may bring joy. For it is by Forgetting
sell thal one is found; it is by forgiving that one is
bergiven; it is by dying that one awakens Lo eternal life,

Tou and [ must come forward and share e jov of Tov-
img. Bt we cannol give what we don’t have, That's why
wio need to pray. And praver will give us a clean heart,
And & clean heart will see the God in each other, And if we
see God in each other, we will be able to live in peace. And
if we live in peace, we will be able to share the joy of lov-
ing with each other and God will ke with us, God bless
you,” Mother Teresa's prayer to the United Nations, from
the film, "Mother Teresa,” Petrie Productions, 1985

“The call to the adventure of building a new and transformed human society by means
of the spiritual rebirth of Jesus’ brotherhood of the kingdom should thrill all who
believe in him as men have not been stirred since the days when they walked about on
earth as his companions i the flesh.” (*2084.8)




