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A THEOCENTRIC MODEL OF THE
UNIVERSE

Every rational mind carries with it a sense of reality and
cosmology, an inner image of the universe and the indi-
vidual's place within it. For many people, their “world
view" is a disorganized mass of Facts, beliefs, traditions,
and superstitions with the ego at the center of their
vague and amorphous internalized universe. The ego-
centric model of the universe extends bevond the in-
dividual’s self concept: it can grow to shape his created
institutions into the distorting service of self, Egocen-
bricity is maost tragic in the Formulation of religious insti-
tutions since those organizations operate under the pre-
text of advacating spirituality and selflessness.

The URANTIA Book represents a radical shift In
man'’s view of the universe and the place of the indi-
vicual within it. More than just a new cosmology, this
revelation portrays a universe where the individual ego
musk alter its perception of itsell within this mew model
of the universe and undergo changes in the personal
concept of his origin, purpose, and destiny. The LRAN-
TIA Book uses its cosmological framework to help draw
individuals out of their isalated, and often lonely, inner
world, It gradually and gently induces the salf to effect
changes in the religious life, the inner life, where the
creature can establish a meaningful relationship with the
Creator,

If a term could be applied to the “world view” por-
trayed in The URANTIA Book, it might be a “theocen-
tric” model of the universe. The universe of the fifth
epochal revelation is not a boundless mass of random,
chaotic stars and gasses: rather, it is a well defined asso-
ciation of concentric space levels with a geographic
center, At the heart of this center is the dwelling place of
the eternal God. All reality exists in relation to, and 1s
ultimately controlled by, God and his magnificent resi-
dence at the nucleus, Paradise,

How does an external theocentric model of the
universe in the cosmological sense affect the internal
religious lite of the individual? While the technique is
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nak adentical tor every reader, for some individuals
there is a subtle and somewhat unconscious process
which i3 observable aver time. Through the simple act
of reading, the universe {cosmology} as portrayed in
The URANTIA Book may be gradually duplicated in
the mind of the reader. In the subconscious, a living
mental image of the “book” is imprinted in the brain by
the protoplasmatic memory process and eventually a
visualization of the universe partraved by the book il-
[uminates the mind. A new perception of the universe,
at some time, takes the place of the old model, There are
numerous reasons why the book is written from the
sequential and Father-centered perspective and the
internalization of cosmology is one important reason ko
read the book from beginning ta end at least once.

IF wou are a new reader, do not be discouraged by the
fact that you may not understand what you are reading,
Some insights will come as you read: others will mani-
fest themselves during the second or thied time through.
There are levels upon levels of meaning in many sec-
tions which no man can speak of with authority.
Remember that the book is more than an encyclopedia
or # cellection of proverbs and beliets, Instead 18 is a
revelation of the Paradise pattern, and it is meant to be
understood in its entirety and as an ongoing process,
Forget not that, "It requires time for men and women to
effect radical and extensive chanpes in their basic and
fundamental concepts of social conduct, philosophic at-
Htudes, and religious convictions."” {*1705:1)

Spiritualizing the Mimnd

The discipline is to read the book. Eead it again, Then
read it some more, The imprinting process whereby new
patterns of thinking become habitual requires repetitive
reading. In my experience, the sentence structure and
the very oay the book is written are as much a part of
the revelation as the information it contains. The Divine
Monitor within requires spiritualized patterns of think-
ing in order to suggest alternate behaviors, Habitual,
spiritualized technigues of thought are more long-
lasting and usable in decision-making than jumbled
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facts and information. Spiritualizing the mind is a life-
long project which can be fostered by regular, if not dai-
Iy, reading from the text.

Like many other readers, you may be interested only
in the Jesus papers and the parts that ease the mind and
soothe the soul. | know, when I first began reading, |
was nat looking to comprehend a new world view,
much less expend the effort to change my carefully pro-
tected, self-centered view of reality. The importance of
“the book as a whole” entered my mind most dramati-
cally when 1 Hiest read the section describing the teaching
techniques of the Trinity Teacher Sons on page 215.
This section outlines the reasons for adopting a perscnal
cosmelogy which begins with the infinite rather than the
finite and the errors of thinking that come from a finite-
centered] wiew of reality.

This section, along with other themes on the impor-
tance of offering to the Father the gift of the human will
dedicated to doing the Father's will, helps to convince
the intellect to accept its new place in the universe.
[tather than an ego death, the process is more like an
“ego-relocation.™  Ower  tHime, the Adjuster gives
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preference and a sense of "reality” to this new God-
centered model of the unjverse,

In a sense, we have created an internal residence For
the Almighty to dwell, a residence inspired by the
Paradise patlern itself, Eventually the individual fines
himself living with God at the ceater of his inner uni-
verse, the very place where his ego was firmly entrenched
some time before, He finds himself with a new mind, a
new perspective, and a new sense of well-being in an
orderly and friendly universe,

For some individuals whose religious identity is closely
associated with their cosmological perspective, these
world view shifts can sometimes be very threatening.
Such an occasion was caused by the Copernican revolu-
tinn, In the sixteenth century, Copernicus suceeded in
changing the cosmalogical model of the universe from a
geocentric image (the perceplion of the earth as the
center of the universe) to a solar system model which
stated that the planets, including the earth, revalved
arouni the sun,

The churches resisted this advanced concept because
it challenged the notion that God was concerned with
the welfare of earth to the exclusion of all ather ac-
tivities, If the planet were not at the physical center of
the universe, it followed that perhaps it was not at the
spiritual center either. Some religious teachings still
resist the notion of other populated worlds: their con-
cept of God lacks a cosmic perspective, [natitutional
religions have been known to persecute individuals over
seemingly insigniticant cosmoligical details.

The egocentric religion is characterized by an em-
phasis on personal matters, such as “what is in il for me”
rather than the divine perspective, “what can 1 do for
others.” This view is discussed in the section entitled
“The Meaning of the Death on the Cross” on pages
2016-2017. “All this concept of atonement and sacrl-
ficial salvation is rooted and grounded in selfishness,
Jesus taught that service 1o one's fellows is the highest
concept of the brotherhood of spirit believers, Salvation
should be taken for granted by those who believe in the
Fatherhood of God, The believer's chicf concern should
not be the selfish desire for personal salvation but rather
the unselfish wrge to love and, therefore, serve one's
fellows even as Jesus loved and served mortal men.”
(*2017 .40

Woven throughout these complex religious issues is a
thread intertwining the formulation of religious insitu-
tiens with ego satisfaction, The shallow and self-
cenlered torms of religious expression are sltimately in-
compatible with the higher types of religious experience,
but they cften persist due to a cultural time lag as one



form of religious comprehension is gradually replaced
by a new and higher form, We are told that "Until the
races become highly intelligent and more fully civil-
ized ... large numbers of men and wormen will con-
tinue to show a personal preference for those religions
of authority which require only intellectval assent.,.”
["1729:3)

There are further admonitions: "If vanity be enlarged
to cover pride, ambition, and honor, then we mav
discern not only how these propensities contribute to
the tormation of human associations, but how they also
hold them together, since such emotions are futile
without an audience to parade befare.” [*785:7) Qur
friends continue, “Real trouble, lasting disappointment,
serious defeat, or inescapable death can came enly after
self-concepts presume fully to displace the governing
power of the central spirit nucleus, thereby disrupting
the cosmic scheme of personality identity.” (7142:1)
And moreover, we read "Only with revealed religion
did autocratic and intolerant theologic egotism appear.”
[1012:4)

lesus was. tree of these eccentric and cgocentric
religious tendencies, The midwayers comment that,

in all his intense mission and throughout his ex-
traordinary life there never appeared the fury of the
fanatic nor the superficial frothiness of the religious
egotist,” (*2088:4) Then, the Master tells us, “Therefore
do my disciples show wisdom in that they do not bring
too much of the old order over into the new teaching., "
[*1&55:5)

Purpose of Religious Organization

If it cam be wnderstood that The URANTIA Book
represents a wholistic approach to Deity and reality,
that it portravs a theocentric model of the universe with
the individual existing within a larger reality, that
selfless service, not ego-gratifaction, is the objective of
the religious urge, then we can mare clearly understane
the purpose of religious erganization and guide the new
religious assemblies toward better ideals of religious
undertaking.

To further illustrate this important cultural transi-
tion, | wish to draw from the life of Stephen, the first
persen to be martyred for his [aith following the death
of Jesus, His life is recognized by the midwayers as being
ane of the most significant factors in the evolution of the
Christian faith,

Stephen was introduced to the pospel through the
work of Rodan and the Greek believers. "These able
Grecks did not so much have the Jewish viewpoint, and
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they did not so well conform to the Jewish mode of wor-
ship and other ceremonial practices. And it was the do-
ings of these Greek believers that terminated the
peacetul relations between the Jesus Brotherhood and
the Pharisees and the Saducees.” {*2068:2)

Peter and his early church had taken great pains to
keep from antagonizing the Jews, portraying the new
revelation as a harmless subsect of mainline Tudaism.
Together with a practical desire to keep from belng mar-
tyred, the Jerusalem believers were endeavoring to
maintain  the cultural traditions of their [ewish
members. Bodan, Stephen, and the Gresks were not
predisposed to create a religious institetion, much less
contorm to the practices of an existing one. Greece had
no organized religion as such during that era, and the
maore intellectual Greeks understood maore clearly than
Peter, the preacher, the international and nonsectarian
nature of the Master's true gospel,

While Stephen was killed for antagonizing the Jewish
leaders, he was alse challenging the Jesus Brotherhood
to pursue ever wider avenues of religious expression
outside of their cultural conditioning, Had it not been
tor the dramalic public teaching of Stephen, Peter's
miner subsect of Judaism might have disappeared into
oblivion, a mere footnate in the history of the Jews
rather than becoming the international Faith that helped
foster the modern civilized era,

It may not be directly analogous, but it appears to me
that the engoing tendency to formulate a religious in-
stitution along the lines of the Christianity model is
similar to Peter’s attempt Lo fit the teachings of Jesus in-
to the context and the format of Judaism. Manv current
book readers come from a largely Christian experience
and their natural tendency is to make the fellowship
associated with The URANTIA Book revelation another
subsect of Christianity. This attitude may be described
as the “putting new wine in old wineskins™ syndrome.

This proclivity is very understandable and seems
proper on the surface, but if it iz lelt unchecked, it may
make the spread of the fifth epochal revelation more dif-
Hewlt in the vears Lo come, Some guidance relating to
the future spread of revelation is found in paper 135
“These various groupings of Christians may serve to jc-
commodate numerous different 1ypes of would-be be-
lievers among the various peoples of Western civiliza-
tion, but such division of Christendom presents a Erave
weakness when it attempts to carey the gospel of Jesus
to Oriental peoples, These races do nol vet understand
that there is a religion of Jesus separate, and somewhat
apart, from Christianity, which has more and more
become a religion abeout Jesus.” {*2086:1)
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For non-Western religioniats, former agnostics, and
the numercus disillusioned former churchgoers who are
among the ranks of book readers, a forum for religious
egotists will not serve their new umted purpose of
fostering a living and seliless world faith which is
centered in each individual's inmer life. Perhaps suffi-
cient wisdom will develop and evelve among all readers
to shun the ambitious institution-makers enabling the
demecratic assemblics ba weed out the egoistic tenden-
cies as they appear.

[t may be that the need for & dramatic awakening of
The URANTIA Book reader community, like Stephen
provided the early Christian church, will not he
necessary. 1 he evolution of group religious experience
can proceed gradually and progressively without the
sudden upheaval of a dramatic crisis. We are cautioned
that “It is all too true that such a chuech would nol have
survived unless there had been men in the world who
preterredd such a style of worship, Many spiritually in-
dolent souls crave an ancient and authoritative religion
of ritual and sacred traditions.” (*2085.7)

As T aee it, bwo aorganizational tasks of any religious
democracy are to balance the egotislic ambitions af
charismatic leaders and to continually recognize and
remove the retrograde tendency to substitute the ouler
institution for the inner spiritual experience as it may
appear. When formulating creeds or religious belief
statements, we need to continually emphasize the fact
that religion is a personal matter between man and his
Creator. Family religion must be encouraged and the
fiome-based study group fostered. My personal sugges-
tion 15 that institutional religicus activities should be da-
emphasized until the new home-based religious move-
ment evelves and has had the opportunity to create its
own forms and activities,

Jesus predicted these cmerging shifts in the social
world view when he said, "And now we are about to
enter upon a deadly conflict with such a religion [of
authority| since we will so shortly begin the bold pro-
clamation of a new religion — a religion which is not a
religion in the present-day meaning of that wored.,.”
(*1730:1]

While The URKANTIA Book represents a new age
dawning for cosmologists who seek harmony between
the theones of evolution and creatiom and for those
believers who relate to religion unselfishly by placing
God in his eightbul place at the center of reality, this new
malel of the universe is not for everyone. For example,
we read, “Only when man has become sufficiently dis-
illusioned by the sorrowiul disappointments attendant
upon the foolish and deceptive pursuits of selfishness,
and =ubsequent to the discovery of the barrenness of
formalized religion, will he be disposed to turn whaole-
heartedly to the gospel of the kingdom, the religion of
Jesus of Nazareth.” {*2083:4)

It is not enough to believe in The URANTIA Book or
any of its supernal teachings. [t does a soul little good to
simply agree that God lives at the center of the cosmos.
Sirnilarily, oversimplifring the religious nature by rele-
gating it to a mere catch-phease can delude even well-
meaning persons into settling for something less than a
personal experience with the living God, Two of the
purposes of the celestial authors as stated in the
Foreword of The URANTIA Book are 7. .. to expand
coamic consciousness and enhance spirilual percep-
tien ..." (*1:2) The material and the spiritual can come
together into a unified faith without the one becoming
dominant ever the other.

If the mind can be directed by the personality to resist
belief fixation and to be open to life-integrating and
liberaling teuth levels, the “theocentric” model of the
universe as presented in The URANTIA Book presents a
slow but effective process whereby the egocentric in-
dividual can be Freed from the limitations of self
through progressive identification with Deity as pro-
vided for in the ascension plan.

As individuals, we are esjoined {0 seek salvation
from rather than for self and to find in God that inner
peace and more noble type of courageous living that
comes [rom dedicating the will to the doing of the
Father's will. As Jesus taught, “He who loses himself in
mic shall find everlasting life.”

Tirm Meielly
Foawsas City, Missouri

“All religions teach the worship of Deity and some doctrine of hwman salvation.
... The religion of Jesus is salvation from self, deliverance from the evils of creature

isolation in time and in eternity"( *67:4)




