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While it (s nat the practice of The JOURNAL to
print letlers, the article which follows is weilten in
that form ta convey its meaning in a personally
powerful way. Thanks from all of us for a very
impnriaed reminder, The Editars.

Dear Brother;

It's always good ta hear from you. [ like to know
what’s going on at home and at the office,

But is life not more than comings and goings and re-
solutions and documents? Tell me, how is your sister in
California? [s she being healed from her distress?

You know I'm always interested in your theclogical
studies—il is an interest which vou and I share. But vou
did not tell me how reading that last book affected you
tor good, or to what application it might be useful.
Please understand me, brother, [ don't think that I'm
stupid. It's just that | don't always have time to dig
through a monumentl treatise before 1 know whalt it's
FOLR.

The family in this area is struggling as usual—each
one individually to get by. In fact, cowsin Harvey is still
not speaking to Cousin Ieving, Tell me, brother, in your
communications with our other cousins and brothers,
have any shared with you a similar problem —lack of
leadership or even lack of relationship—that you might
be able to apply to our situation here? Cur Creator Son
patiently supported all kinds of persons through many
kinds of troubles. If there were just some way we could
do that for each other more, in spite of our differing
locations, we could truly lighten each other's loads.

Remember how Uncle Clyde said:

Why have [ not seen more clearly that as You

have translated the symphonies

of Paradise itself for us in our Greal Book—

we cannot hold them to echo forever in our

mermnories unless we archestrate them in our per-

sonal way into brotherly daily touching of

others’ lives with words and love and action!

Please let our letters and publications to one another
be expressions of love and caring, regardless of our
functions, positions, locations or opinions, not merely
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collections of facts and references, And let’s laugh 1o-
wether, at cursslves and our foibles.

[ truly would like to feel free to tease vou, You take
your responsibilities with such dead-pan seriousness.
[ts just ircesistable, particularly when vour letters come
across like a dandy stuffed shirt, as they sometimes do.
(Well of couse, EVERYBODY can't be so importants . )

Remember, hefore we brcame readers of The Urantia
ook, how we guibbled about doctrines and ethics?
That really was an unproductive exercise; and I'm so
glad we don't have to do that anymore.

Well, 1 do have to get on ta some other tasks. Please
write again soon, and [ promise 'l try to return some
encouraging thoughts,

—NMaureen l;'_'.r'ﬂ_gg
Arlinglasn, Wirgina

FROM THE EDITORS

We gratefuliy ackwowledee the thoughtful responses to
the questions we posed in previous issues of The JOUR-
NAL, We would like to share thase which follow with
VOu. The Editors

A BLUNDER TO HUMANIZE GOD

Some of the obvious problems that ocour when humans
persenalize or humanize their concept of God is to give
human attributes to Him. Since we as humans feel anger,
righteous indignation, fear, jealousy, hateed, and all
manner of negative emolions, we picture God reacting
to us in a similar manner, Also, it has been proved by
psychalogists that human beings tend ta relate to God,
their Heavenly Father, in the same way they relate to
their earthly Fathers. Since God is given a male connola-
tion, we relate to him as though he were a male figure,
S0 IF an individual had a challenging relationship with
men, particularly an earthly father, or if one found that
he or she could not depend on him, or had a lack of trust
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in him, then it would be likely to transter these same
negative teelings of distrust, etc_, to a relalionship with
the Hu:_:wni:.r Father, "n."r;'r}' nften this creates baccters to
allowing a close personal relationship to develop be-
tween the person and the Heavenly Father because there
is 5o much fear involved, IF we instead understand that
Cod is neither male nor female, and does not have our
negative human reactions, this will help eliminate the
fear and blockages we put up unconsciously,

IF we believe that evervthing in the univeese is hap-
pening due to universal laws which are self-acting and
self-explanatory, and we reject the idea of a universal
sovereign will, then we inhibit our chances of experi-
encing God's personal and deep abiding love for us, and
the joy that relationship brings,

We need to ever leave our concept of God open ta
change and fo evolve as we grow spiritually toward
Him in our awareness. All of God's persenal traits can
be better understood by observing them as they were re-
vealed in the life of Jesus while He dwelt among us.

—Lelra York
Mernpiis, Tonmesace
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STUPID TO MECHANIZE

I st ademit that 1 have been stopped by this usual dic-
tion before, The use of the term, "sfupid,” seemd to me
a little cut of character for our unscen friends who, ordi-
narily, are so tactful and loving when refereinge to our
stabe of lowly existence, limited intellectual endow-
ments, and finite spirit comprehension. Pact of what is
“stupid” about mechanizing the concepl of the First
Source and Center must be, 1 think, in reference 1o what
our friends have written in other parts of The UEANTIA
Book, For example, thewy tell us that the very ability of a
human to suggest or construct a universal mechanistic
philosophy of reality is already, selb-evidently, and
demonstrably performing an intellectual exercise which
itself transcends the abilities, if any, of inanimate nature
of totally mechanized world-view, We have all noticed
how this obvious statement has escaped many of the
physical nature students and theorizers of the 19th and
carly 20th centurics.

Even today, the book following another by the same
author, Fred Alan Wolf, is entitled Srar Waoe and it is
an altempt to explain mental functions and conscious-
ness itself in terms of physical mechanics, Waolf's earlier
book, Taking the Quantem Leap, had won the Pulitzer
Prize in non-fiction and was an explanation of the
nature of quantum mechanics. Mow this Held of quan-
tum theory is enshrouded in more mystery than ever re-
latively, but its central idea is that conscious examiners
of nature distort and disorder physical reality in the
very act of attempting to obsecve it This, mechanistic
philosophy is still with us.

Again the revelators write that while it would be a
colossal blunder to humanize Ged, it would alzo be
amizs Lo think of him as non-personal. To de so would
be to demean the status of God to an “infrahuman”
level. (That word is so much more accurate than “sub-
human” which connotes primitive near-men mammals. )
And this is true because even sar is personal and pos-
sessedd of a personality, This is a very unfortunate if not
also "stupid” theory, Anyone who has experienced God
has expertenced love and the emanation of love could
nol possilkly ariginate in a mechanism, Jesus once said,
“money cannet love,” and this dictum can be applicd to
the emtire mechanistic universe, There is mechanizm in
the umiverse, but it is far from being all of the First
Souce and Center,

Perhaps the posilivist philasophy originating in Locke
and progreszing theough Berkeley, Hume and on into
Comte and the 20th century positivists who teach that




we can say nothing with certainty except to describe
that which our senses can detect, is partly responsible
For the advent of mechanistic naturalism and ultimately
of dialectical materialism as in the philesophy of Marx,
But what do the midwayers write about this: “A new
and fuller revelation of the religion of Jesus is destined
o congquer an empire of materialistic secularism and ta
cverthrow a world sway of mechanistic naturalism.”
{*2082:8} While it is true that there is mechanism in the
universe, it is alse teue that all physical conbigurations
are to be found in patterns the absolute of which is Para-
dise which, itself, is but a non-personal absolute expres-
sion of the Father-1 AN, Given, however, a world and a
universe of startling beauty, mind spheres of resilient
truth, and personalities of astounding goodness, it does
seemn foolish, and perhaps “stupid,” 1o give all thess
manifestations of the divine the standing and status of o
nonpersonal mechanism, void of ¢ven its own apprecia-
tion of itzelf—naot to menticn the octillions of personal
beings who inhabit the universe, Some passing penchant
towards a possible materialist interpretation of reality
might be excused if the individual was, perhaps inten-
tionally, self-protected from truth and revelation. But
our superiors in the universe, and perhaps we should
join them, regard ignorance as no excuse for such a pre-
posterous philosophy of the universe, May our friends
deliver us from all such distortions!

— Dhrvded Glirss
Fort Worth, Texas

MEET RELIGIOUS CHALLENGE

To meet the religious challenge of this age it would first
seem appropriate Lo distinguish between a religious and
non-religious philosophy of living—the difference being
in the nature of level of recognized values and in the ob-
ject of lovalties, as pointed out by a Melchizedek:
“There are four phases in the evolution of religious
philosophy: Such as expericnce may become merely
conformative, resigned to submission to tradition and
authority, Or it may be satisfied with slight attain-
ments, just enough to stabilize the daily living, and
therefore becomes early arrested on such an adven-
titious level, Such moertals believe in letting well enough
alone. A third group progreess to the level of logical
intellectuality but there stagnate in consequence of cul-
tural slavery. 1t is indeed pitiful to behold giant intel-
lects hald so securely within the cruel grasp of culiural
bondage. It is equally pathetic to observe those who
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tracke their cultural bondage for the materialistic fetters
of a science, Falsely sa called. The fourth level of phi-
lasophy attains freedom from all conventional and
traditional handicaps and dares to think, act, and live
honestly, lovally, fearlessly, and trothfully,” (*1114:3)
The last sentence of this quote directly relates to the
originel guestion with regard to the construction of a
“...new and appealing philosophy of living. . "
(“43:4), Both quotes use the verb dore which implies
that the religous teachers of this age must have sufficient
courage to implement this fourth level of philosophy,

Onece it is determined that a religious philosophy of
living is what the authors intend by their challenge, we
can test it experientially as pointed out by this same
Melchizedek: “The acid test for any religious philosophy
consists in whether or not it distinguishes between the
realities of the material and the spiritual worlds while at
the same moment recognizing their unification in intellec-
tual striving and im social serving,” (*1114:4) This is fur-
ther highlighted. “The highest attainable philosophy of
mortal man must be logically based upon the reason of
science, the faith of religion, and the truth insight at-
Forded by revelation.” (71137:a)

The follv of adhering strictly to a non-religious phi-
losophy of living is expressed strongly: “To build a phi-
losophy of the universe on an exclusive materialism is Lo
ignore the fact that all things material are initially con-
ceived as real in the experience of human conscious-
ness.” {1228:7)

In the paper on “"Gowvernment on a MNeighboring
Planet,” it was deemed important enough o pass on to
us the view of those on the most advanced continent,
“In their philosophy, religion is the striving 1o know
God and te manifest love for one’s fellows through serv-
ice for them ...~ ["811:5}

This is pointed out in another way in Jesus’ Sermon
on the Mount ordination charge, “An effective
philosophy of living is Formed by a combination of cos-
mic insight and the total’af one's emotional reactions Lo
the social and sconomic environment.” {(*1572:8)

One would expect men and women of universe in-
sight to construct their philosophy of living relation-
ships with others ta be based upon the golden rule, “5till
others look upon it [the golden rule] as being the posi-
tive injunction of a great moral teacher who embodied
in this statement the highest concept of maral obliga-
tions as regards all featernal relationships. In the lives of
such moral beings the golden rule becomes the wise
center and circumference of all their philosophy.”
("1950:2) Then, "...this golden rule takes on living
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qualitivs of spiritual realization on those higher levels of
interpretation which cause the mortal sons of God Lo
view the injunction of the Master as requiring them sa
to relate themselves to their fellows that they will re-
ceive the highest good as a result of the believer's con-
tact with them.” {*1950:3)

In conclusion, the true children of spiritual discern-
ment will continue to unify their personality around a
religious philosophy of living. The religious teachers of
this age will muster the necessary courage in order to
think, act, and live honestly, loyally, fearlessly, and
truthfully. By doing this we will be able to live the
golden rule in such a way as to relate ourselves to our
fellows =o thal our contact with them will insurce that
they receive the highest good from us. By embracing
this typr of philosophy we are recognizing the different
realities of the spiritual and material worlds and unify-
ing them in our persenal intellectual striving and oue
social service, The spirit-led teachers today are com-
mitted to the adaption of their philosophy to the indivi-
dual requirements and capacity of those with whom
they come into contact by constantly adjusting these liv-
ing relationships in accordance with the leading of the
Spirit of Truth.

—Jiames (TI} folnsoe
Saudi Arabie

ANOTHER QUESTION

Your responses to the questions posed in past issues
have been wonderful — thoughtful, insightful — and
we hope they have been of use to Journal readars, While
we will keep publishing writings generated from past
questions, heres another one to keep vour mental
energies stimulated. A Divine Counselor, writing in
Faper 5 about Gad's relation to the individual, savs:

“The material self has personality and identity, tem-
poral identity; the pre-personal spirit Adjuster also has
identity, eternal identity, This material personality and
this spirit prepersonality are capable of so uniting their
creative attribules ag to bring into existence the surviv-
ing identity of the immortal soul,” (*71:2)

Juestion

How are these creative altributes actually united?

“When we are tempted to magnify our self-importance, if we stop to contemplate the
infinify of the greatness and grandeur of our Makers, our own self-glorification be-
comes sublimely ridiculous, even verging on the humorous. One of the functions of
humar is to help all of us talke ourselves less seriously. Humeor is the divine antidote for

exaltation of ego, (*549:3)




