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THE COMPLEX PERSONALITY OF MAN

Im The URANTIA Fook the term “personality”™ is used
in a double sense. [n the first place it is the personality as
the Universal Father bestows it on a living organism
with mind. This aspect we could call ‘the pure person-
ality,” or as the Germans would say, the personality an
sich. But the combination of the pure personality with
the organism often is also called personality. Sometimes
the latter is called the identity. This identity is what the
personality belicves itself to be, with which personality
identifies itself. This article deals mainly with the identity,

The First aspect of the personality-identity that we ob-
serve is the physical body, the living material energy
syslem of man, A system is a conglomerate of at least
three different parts, which function together as a unit.
In the case of the physical body there are countless
parts. I the last analysis each living cell is a part, and
there are even smaller parts; a real microcosmos. A sys-
tem is not an aggregate of the parts, but, seen from the
level of the parts, it represents a new individual unit of a
higher order. As it is an energy syslem, a discrete and
limited system with its boundaries, it must have a form.
[t is nat diffused eneriy. The material energy system-
form is visible to us as the material body,

The second aspect i= the mind, or mindal energy sys-
tem. Again such a system has its parts, which function
together as a unit, It is hardly possible to state how
many parts there are in the material enecgy system, and
the same applies to the mindal energy system. (Let us
continually remember that we, on our lowly level
ko very Dittle, ) But at least, some parts we can distin-
guish. Slarting from below, we first find the material
mind. This term is sometimes used in the sense of the
mind that is steeped in matter, a materialistic mind, This
15 a1 figurative use of the word. But it also has a literal
meaning. [t is that part of the mind that pervades the
matertal body, "Human consciousness rests gently upon
the electro-chemical mechanism. " (*1216:7) Little is
known about this part of the mind-system. Phasiologists
knmw much about its physical substratum, but though
the boundaries between mind and matter are For us
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often difficult to perceive, there is a basic differcnce be-
tween the realities of mind and matter. A remarkable
thing about this part of the mindal system is that it can
live on a for a short time even after the person has clini-
cally died. Hairs, nails, and other parts of the body
grow even a bit after death. For surgical transplant-
ations living material is needed that can be taken from a
body during a short tirme after clinical death. This ma-
berial mind must be closely related to all parts of the ma-
terial body that it pervades.

[ often wondered why the resurrection of Jesus took
place in the tomb, when the material bady was not the
object that was resurrected, Could it be that Jesus need-
ed the material mind to recover the memoey that it may
cantainT Mo Adjuster, nor seraphim, nor anv created
bring was allowed to give the Creator that assistamce
which narmally is given to mortals. And after his resur-
rection Jesus was in full possession of his earthly
MEMmory.

The Spirit-mind

Another part of this .. thinking, perceiving, and
feeling merchanism. . ." (*8:8}, is the animal mind,
which we evoluticnarily inherited and which probahly
has its substratum in the small brain, the cerchellum.
This is the center of the animal urges like fear for dangers
that beset the animal life, anger (adrenaline related), ma-
terial hunger, and so an,

[ a later phase of evolution the higher, human mind,
connected with the cerebrum, was bestowed on man by
our local universe Mother. This part of the mind we
mostly experience as our consciousness. And because
we also distinguish here between normal consciousness
and subconsciousness, our book suggests we al=o should
distinguish a superconsciousness, the dwelling place of
the Thought Adjuster, The definition of mind in the
Foreword spends half of its length on the aspect which it
describes as "The intelligence associated with the emo-
tional life reaching upward through worship and wris-
dom to the spirit level.” (*B.8) Mind reaches here its
highest level. It sometimes is referred to as “the spirit-
mind,” mind enlightened and directed by spirit.

The mindal energy system is knowable: it is nat visible
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to material eyes, though sometimes people experience
having a mind-form or -body in case of an accident or
an eperation. Our book states there are mind (and soul)
forms, The word Form sugeests again a discrete, non-
diffused, energy system, that directs the physical-energy
system, and is directed, or should be directed by the
spirit-energy system.

Mind 15 a vast and Rascinating domain, Unfortunately
it can be too Fascinating for many people who search for
some God in this domain by mind-training, knowledge
of, and experimenting with the mind, but get stuck there
and fail to really seek for the personal God, our Father.
The good is all too often the enemy of the better, We
seek for our Father in the soul domain, about which |
will sav more later on,

The URANTIA Book states there is a third energy
system, the spirit-enerey system, [F the reader should be
asked to give a definition of spirit, he could hardly suc-
ceed. Delinition belongs to the mind-level. The higher
spirit system we cannot know like the mind system, lel
alone discern it with our material eyes. But because our
book calls it a system, it must have a form, This spirit
form we'll see at least and at last when we have left the
local universe behind us, when we are classified as
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spirits. [f we cannot see nor intellectually know this
spirit energy system, how can we knew about itT Only
through revelation. Cur book speaks about spirit,
though its words cannot really depict i, And there 15
cobinual personal revelation, which transforms words
into living experience.

belatter is visible, mind is knowable, spirit can be ex-
perienced, Spirt values must be felt, states our book,
And spirit values are what we may know of spirit on
our level, Spirit values are what we experience of the at-
tributes of our Father, who is spirit. These values are
higher than the moral values, and far higher than the
material values, Values are spirit-cnergies, again or-
ganized in a system. All values are connected with each
ather and function as a umt, We can differentiate, but
nost seirregate them. (see p. 43:6) Values are powers. We
know aboul the power of love, of truth, beauty, and
woodness, By the power of fove the universe s governed
They are alzo motivating powers. These powers are in-
lE-“i;;Fr'lI and create thelr HL‘:-:'LH and prarposdas, Ml ortives
can also be found in the mind realm. Spirit motives and
spiritual mind motives are not kentical, however, How
can we differentiate them? Spirit motives are the expres-
sion and resull of the experienced atlributes of Lhe
Father, through communion, “The human [esus saw
God as being holy, just, and great, as well as being true;
beautiful, and good. All these attributes of divinity he
focused in his mind as ‘the will of the Father in heaven,””
[*2087:2) When we have to make a decision, wamnt to fol-
low a particular plan of action, and long Lo koo if it is
the Father's will, ar the Father's way, we can put our
plan to the test of the Father's divine attributes.

Slow, sure way

What is maoving us, Bme-pressure [mind] or the rest-
fulness of faith-action {spirit)? Are we completely will-
ing to let guality {spiritl prevail over guantity (mind)?
The Father has countless attributes. Faith is the attitude
of the spirit-mind, ‘good motives’ condition our human
actions. Spirit motivation 15 charcterized by 7, self-
possezzad ideas .. . [becoming translormed by the Ad-
juster] into incressinely practical but nonetheless super-
nal ideals. . . "[71112:4) The Father's way is the slow,
baat sure way. The human mind all Boo often Hnds seem-
ingly faster ways, which, if not ideal, are at least ap-
parently more practical. 5o spirit motivation is down-
graded into “good” human motivation. There is loss of
quality, [t is always maore or less a compromise, We too
often lack im faith. And we make shortcuts which we
later regret,




Linified by personality

The three energy svalems together constitute a new
and higher system, Or rather, so should it be. But the
parts of the system function along different lines, are an-
tagonistic. A unifier is needed, the personality, which
the Father bestows on such an organism, Personalily
has the prerogatives of will and choice, But personality
is handicapped by its lack of self-realization, We know
and brlicve that this personality 15 majestic in nature,
because of its revealed origin and future. But we have
hardly begun o realize this transcendent fact. Hoor
could personality on this low level unify these vast and
contlicting energy systems, while our highest and most
important energy system, the sparitual system, is so little
knownT The Universal Father, knowing our dilernma,
has potentially already solved it for us, by sending us a
spirit fragment of his own prepersonal nature, This
absolote spirit entity functions in part as an auxilisry to
our own spirit energy system, that, according to our
book, is mostly handicapped by spiritual blindness, The
Adjuster spiritizes and spiritualizes the mind, thereby
also creating more unity between the systems.

Why iz it that the Adjuster indwells the mind, and not
the spirit system, its own domain by nature? It is be-
cause on our level of evolution the center of our per-
sonality-identity, the [is yet in the mind. Our Father ad-
justs toous on our own low level. One of the functions of
the Adjuster is to pilot the mind-ship, of which the [ is
the captain, into safe and deep waters. But our spirit-
partmer is first of all concerned with our potential uni-
verse career. And for such a career a vehicle is needecd.
The Adjuster helps us, or rather takes the lead in the
process, to create such 3 living universe wehicle, a
marontia vehicle, and to foster it. Our book teaches us
that he spiritizes our thoughts and ideas. He adds to our
thougzhts (mindal energy) spirit energy, which we our-
selves could not handle. The complementing and unit-
ing of mindal energy (From our mortal mind) with spirit-
eneryy (from the Adjuster], begels a new energy system,
a morontia ensrgy system, the soul, This new system is
vet incomplete; it lacks the physical energy syatem, This
will be supplied in the resurrection on the mansion
waorlds, not materially physical, but morontia-physical,
The spirit energy system will not be lacking; it is there
because spirit is changeless, like personality; spleit is not
evolutionary like the material body and mind,

The soul, though it possesses a form, does not have a
physical energy system with which to manifest itzelf in a
material world; it is embryonic during our lifetime here,
Adter the soul has been begotlen by the Adjuster and the
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maortal mind, it must grow. An embryo that does not
prow will die. The soul is not immaostal in and of itself,
The Father of the soul, the Adjuster, is more than will-
ing to nurture the embryonic soul. But in this he s de-
pendent on the mother, the maortal mind, The mortal
mind must provide such thoughts and ideas as lend
themselves to be spiritized, to be united with spirit, re-
sulting in morontia soul substance. The growth of the
soul i not an automatism. Mot every thought can be
spiritized. “The divine spirit makes contact with mortal
man [mind] ... in the realm of the highest and maost
spiritualized thinking. It is your |highest] thoughts |

that lead vou Godward,” (*1104:6) If the mortal mind
Fails in providing its part of the nutrition of the soul, the
embryo will at the least not be full-grown when death
overtakes its mother; and therefore it eannat be born,
cannot become an independent being standing ‘on its
own feet” in the higher life of the morontia worlds, Tak-
ing this ordained technique into consideration, the com-
mon expression among us nowadays—he or she has
graduated to the mansion worlds—is na more than a
newly instituted cultist tradition, even apart from the
presumption that we could judge in mattees that are de-
finitely in very high hands {the Magisterial Sons, or
even the Creator-5ons as on our planet, where we have
had no Magisterial Son, but a Creator-Sen instead).

Is a soul that does not attain the mansion worlds at
once after death of the material body, annibilated? OF
course nol, this would be quite contrary to the Father's
loving and kind nature, There are several lesser possi-
bilities for such a personality, but it would require
anather article to go deeper into that subject, A Divine
Counselor assures us that, when the whale of the first
lite could be viewed by us, it would be clear to us that
the Father’s will prevails. And it s his will that all
should be saved. “Never doubt vour survival," our
book encourages us. But it does not say when,

Anyway, survival requires a whoelehearted effort, a
halt-hearted effort will not do. Ours is the cholce, Our
Father-partner within puts up a whole-hearted effort.
Should we fail him?

— Henry Begeriarin
Wizsaermar, Metherlands

ABOUT DAVID ZEBEDEE

When we read The URANTIA Book, we cannot help
falling in love with some of the human beings who are
described to us. OF course, there are a lot of them to
appreciate, bul the one [ love is David Zehedee, brather
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of James and John. Salome, his mother, was related to
Annas, the one-time high priest; and, she loved Jesus as
ane of her own sons. Jesus often went fshing with Tames,
John, and David, The boys™ father had been a close
friend of Joseph, the human father of lesus. Zebedee was
a boat builder and Jesus worked For him a little more
than a vear, In Fact, Jesus became an expert in both de-
signing and building boats, and he created a new style of
boat which was safer than the older models. The four
Zebedee daughters almost worshipped Jesuws, OF the
Zebedee sons, James was interested in Jesus as a teacher
and philosopher, [ohn cared most for his religious teach-
ings, and David respected him as a mechanic, but took
little stock at the time in his religious views,

Dawvid was an able man, efficient, worthy of confi-
dence, and very capable. Al the beginning of Jesus’ pub-
lic life, David organized a messenger corps; his runners
left Jerusalem every night, with relays at Sychar, Scyth-
opolis, and Bethsaida, arriving before breakfast, giving
the disciples information on the whereabouts of the
Apostles, On one occasion David told Jesus; "Gao forth
to your work, Master.. .My men will never lose contact
with you, and through them vou shall know of the king-
dom in ather parts, and by them we will all koow about
youl. Maothing that might happen to me will interfere with
thizzervice, forl have .'EE'!IFH'IJ'I"II:I!!LE'HF'\;I: and second leaders,

m

even a third. [ am neither a teacher nor a preacher, but it
iz in my heart to do this, and none canstopme.” {*1720:6)

David maintained permanent headquarters of the
messenger corps, for the work of the kingdom, and he
tid this on his own initiative, but with the approval of
Andrew, He employed 40 to 50 messenger runners who
worked under an oath of lovalty to David, and to one
another. While he was daing this work, he partially sup-
ported himsell by [ishing.

During the [ast weeks of Jesus’ life on carth, the camp
at Pella was closed and David sold all the equipment and
turned these funds owver to Judas, His undying loyalty
and devotion to Jesus was further demonstrated when,
during the confusion and doubt surrounding the
Master's crucitixion amd resurrection, David sent his
messengers on one last mission in spite of the atlempts to
dissuade him—that of heralding the news of the resur-
pected Jesus. The simple message was, " 'lesus has risen
from the dead; the tomb is emply, ™ (*2030:4)

David and Ruth, the sister of Jesus who had never
doubted his mission, married, And, let us hope that
these Faithful and loyal humans had many children, and
that some of their descendants are among us even today
somewhere on Urantia,

— Roxane Preuls
Montreal Canedy

“Without God and except for his great and central person, there would be no person-
ality throughout all the vast universe of universes, God is personality.” (*28.5)




