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THOUGHTS ON THE DISSEMINATION OF
THE TEACHINGS OF THE URANTIA BOOK

“Urantia is now quivering on the very brink of one
of its most amazing and enthralling epochs of
social readjustment, moral quickening, and
spiritual enlightenment.” (*2082:8)

These words herald a new age to come and under-
score the anticipation that civilization is due for major
changes of all-encompassing scope. We are also told
that the “. . . social, moral, economic, and political reor-
ganization of the world” (*2083:1) can take place only
under the leadership and inspiration of the spirit-born
souls who will have been transformed by the coming
spiritual renaissance.

Undoubtedly, the teachings of The URANTIA Book,
the fifth epochal revelation on this planet, will play a
critical role in augmenting the progressive evolutionary
development which is taking place. By examining some
of the problems currently facing evolutionary societal
development, we may gain some insight into the role of
the teachings in effectively bringing about civilization'’s
transformation.

The Nature of Societal Change

In order to understand the mechanism for societal
change it is necessary to study the relationship between
the individual and society. The ongoing planetary saga
of mankind’s progress is in fact the sum total of the epi-
sodes comprised of the lives of all mortals who have
ever lived.

A useful analogy can be drawn between the course of
civilization’s evolution and the geologic process of river
formation. The shaping of a river bed, its banks, and
the build-up of deposits at its mouth are a result of the
cumulative action of all the water that has ever flowed
through that system. Since the process is ongoing, the
physical features of the river are also constantly chang-
ing. The body of water flowing through the river was
originally made up of rain droplets. The analogy is sim-
ple: each of the original droplets of rainwater can be
compared to each individual and his brief sojourn on
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this planet. The total volume of water in the river at a
point in time corresponds to all persons living contem-
poraneously on this planet. The physical features of the
river, while owing their origin to the resultant cumula-
tive action of all previous water flows, also determine to
a large extent the course of all subsequent flows. In a
similar way, man'’s cultural environment, which is a
product of all the cumulative experiences of the past, in-
fluences to a great extent the behaviour of succeeding
generations.

Mankind would not develop very far if each genera-
tion had to learn and rediscover everything on its own.
A hypothetical example would be the case where an in-
fant born of parents belonging to a modern present-day
civilization were somehow thrust into a stone age primi-
tive culture and reared in complete isolation from its
natural parents. In all liklihood, the child would
eventually grow up to appear and behave as any other
member of its new adopted environment. Documented
cases of children reared by wild animals, such as the
“wild boy of Avreyon,” have shown that the child
eventually imitates the mannerisms of its surrogate
parents. The purpose of the foregoing examples is to
stress the importance of the fact that it is man'’s ability to
pass on to succeeding generations his cumulative experi-
ential knowledge that distinguishes him from the
animal. Man born into this cultural flow inherits and
enjoys all the advances which have taken place in the
arts, sciences, and humanities, while he in turn contri-
butes to the overall flow in his own unique way. The ad-
vancement of all civilization is dependent on this accre-
tional process.

Historically, the progress of civilization has always
been led by what may be termed as its “conceptual
frame of reference,” which was how man philosophical-
ly viewed the world around him. The relationship be-
tween the two was a dynamic one. Expansions in this
cosmological viewpoint often were followed by corre-
sponding advances in culture, while stagnation in the
growth of this conceptual framework impeded the
orderly and balanced progress of civilization. An ex-
ample of this can be found in the course of geo-political
evolution on our planet which follows the growth of the
“sovereign unit” from the basic biologic family, to the




clan, city-states, provinces, nations, national alliances,
and eventually to a world government. At this point in
time, the geo-politic evolution has brought mankind to
at least an awareness of the need for the sovereignty of a
world body. Thus the League of Nations and the United
Nations, although largely without power of authority,
nevertheless represent mankind’s first attempt to bring
about this expanded concept of humanity. Its motiva-
tion is based on the realization that each country cannot
act in complete isolation and indifference to its neigh-
bors. Each stage in the growth of the sovereign unit was
preceded by an expansion of the frame of reference for
society at that point in time and resulted in a breakdown
of many of the barriers borne of fear and ignorance
which have divided mankind itself. Geo-political growth
is imperiled today because of a cosmic shortsightedness
stemming from an inadequate conceptual frame of refer-
ence. Presently, a precarious state exists wherein scien-
tific advances, under the drive of secular materialism,
have surpassed both philosophic and spiritual growth.
Evidence for this can be found in the proliferation of nu-
clear weaponry capable of destroying all of civilization
many times over. In the past, the fear of self-destruction

THE
URANTIAN

Journal of URANTIA ¢ Brotherhood
Published Quarterly by
URANTIA Brotherhood

533 Diversey Parkway
Chicago Illinois 60614

Subscription Price: $5.00 a year
International Subscribers - add $1.00 for postage

* All quotations within this Journal, unless otherwise
indicated, are from The URANTIA Book, ©1955,
and are used with the permission of the URANTIA
Foundation, the copyright owner.

Inasmuch as there is no official URANTIA Brotherhood
or Foundation interpretation of the teachings of The
URANTIA Book, the views expressed herein are based
wholly upon each author’s understanding and personal
religious experience.

Copyright© 1983 by URANTIA Brotherhood Corpora-
tion. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

. Journal of URANTIA ¢ Brotherhood
\

and the drive for survival was adequate to propel the ex-
panding sovereignty concept. The time is ripe for the
new and positive concept based on the recognition of
the sovereignty of the brotherhood of man and the
Fatherhood of God.

The actual mechanism of cultural transfer essential
for maintaining and uplifting civilization is education.
Education in its broadest sense, both formal and infor-
mal, includes all facets of the development or training of
the mind, capabilities, and character of the succeeding
generation through instruction and study. It safeguards,
nurtures, and expands the body of accretionary knowl-
ege. Its direction has followed man'’s ageless search for
meaning and understanding of his perceived world and
has centered itself on a wholism which attempted to
unify man with the universe on the physical, intellectual,
and spiritual levels of reality.

Many problems arise when man trichotomizes his
construct of world knowledge into the discrete realms of
science, humanities, and religion, without attempting to
comprehend the universe from a more wholistic per-
spective. Religious zeal taken to excesses leads to a fana-
tacism which is as dangerous as secular materalism in its
extreme. Stable advancement in culture is predicated on
a balanced coordinated growth.

The Universal Appeal of The'URANTIA Book

The URANTIA Book is that timely revelation of truth
that will expand mankind’s current conceptual frame-
work to a cosmology which will embrace all of mankind
with an enlightenment based on the brotherhood of man
and the Fatherhood of God. Its appeal will be to that
spark of divinity in man which enables him to strive for
perfection and recognize those things that are infinite
and eternal.

Great advances can be expected in the realm of the
world’s pool of accretionary knowledge. The function
of the URANTIA teachings would be to augment, cor-
relate, and integrate the existing body of knowledge
through the interaction of those who share in this new

“insight. We are told:

“Intellectually, socially, and spiritually two moral
creatures do not merely double their personal po-
tentials of universe achievement by partnership
technique; they more nearly quadruple their at-
tainment and accomplishment possibilities.”
(*494:11)




This same synergetic principle would also apply 1o
the m‘nh:mcﬁ-menl arud F‘;:rl::lwl:]'l af waorld |-t_|111wil_'-|_|31_' A% a
direct result of the educational interchangs which waould
areur when spirit led individuals from a cross section of
a culture gather in the common quest to search for the
unified whale,

Universe reality is derived from a cosmic energy spec-
trum which manifests itsell through material, mindal,
morential, and spiritual forms spanning from the lowest
i the highest energy levels, An appreciabion of all as-
pects of the continuum is important for the comprehen-
sion of the whole, Thereflore all avenues of approach Lo
seeking the Creative Design in the physical, intellectual
or spiritual realms can ultimately lead to God con-
sciousness, For example, consider the bialogist who dis-
covers the creative design in primitive life forms. The
beauty of the slime mold in its primerdial poal becomes
apparent when it is viewed with the knowledge that it
comntains within its bio-genetic makeup the pattern from
which eventually will evolve a mortal will creature who
has the potential for transcending time and space and
ultimately returning to the First Source and Center,

Early Spread of The URANTIA Teachings

Although the message of The URANTIA Book is in-
tended tor all to hear, by virtue of its size and the com-
plexity of its concepts, many would either be unable or
would Fnd ditficelty in zreasping it Also excluded
wold be the majority of the world's population thar
simply does nol have access 1o il in thelr native language,
(Currently, only a French translation is available.) In
addition, Bartin Myers' insightful paper “Unity naot
Uniformity™ states that the garly members of the
URANTIA movement were forewarned that the revela-
tion was not intended tor the immediate generation,
Presumably, the purpase was to provide a preparatory
period for the setting up of a dissemination network,
iven thal epochal revelations in the past appeared at
intervals mnging from a couple of thouzand years to
hundreds of thousands of vears before being updated, i
woullel appear that The URANTIA Book's effectiveness
could also be considered in those terms. For these
reasons, ik vel be some lime before the book gains
commaon, popular, and widespread acceplance.

There are some mitigating intoences which wall un-
doubtedly be felt in time, Allowing For the natural prog-
ress 0 intellectual arowlh due to societal evolution, the
influence of rising educational standards, and the avail-
.1|::li:|il],r of translabions, ab some ]:ll.:-inl: i time the entire
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planet would be able to embrace on an intellecteal level
the concepts of this revelation, Until suck time, much
benefit can still be derived by all spirit-led individuals
who will receive the truth and understanding in accor-
dance with their intellectual and spiritual receptivity
capacities,

Initially, the URANTILA tsachings are more likely to
gain support with the “leading edge” of the community
since they are probably more receptive to new ideas as
will as being the motivators in initiating changes, In
turn, a corresponding change would eventually precipi-
tale through te the individual members of seciety. So it
Follows that whether changes are initiated through the
system via the leaders of the community or through the
grass roots individual basis, the end results will ulei-
mately be the same. In the short run, appeal to the for-
mer will hkely be a more efficient and elfective ap-
proach to effecting a transformation in society,

Morth America as Dalamatia

A wnigue oppertunity for the international dissemina-
tion of the URANTIA teachings exists right now on our
conlinent and within our easy grasp. The model for this
particular approach existed on our planet some tive
hundred thousand years ago. Consider the analogy of
Morth America as bring a twentieth century Dalamatia
in the setting of the expanded global community known
a5 Urantia. There are currently thousands of exchange
students from all parts of the world wha have come to
cur institutions of higher learning to study as well as
contribute to furthering the sciences and ars, In addi-
tion to being bi-lingual and bi-cultural they also repre-
sent the most brilliant and virile minds of this genera-
tiom. These students, who will one day become the
leaders in their own countries, thus become the ideal re-
ceplors of this new and living revelation, This intellec-
fual; cultural, and spiritual transfer will take place in the
milicu of our culture just as the visiting indigenous peo-
ples of early Urantin were invited 1o learn sehile living:,
within the walls of Dalamatia.

An atlitude of openness and sharing is essential for
the free exchange of ideas. We must remember that even
the original inhabitants of Dalamatia, the Caligastia one
hundred, were also 4.':I-:r.|t'ri1_'z:|l:'iu] beings, whno, .;|'|H'|11u|5[1.
advanced in many ways, undoubtedly learned much
Eromm thetr visitors, We also have muoch to learn From the
rich cultural heritage of many of the wvisiting students,

The UEANTIA Book should be presented nits en-
tirety without anv strings attached. That is, it should
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nob be made to appear as solely the product of Nerth
American effort, [ts message is of planetary significance
and should not be identified with any specitic culture,
The truth of this mighty revelation can and will ulsi-
mately skand on ks own,

Many encountering The URANTIA Book For the Frst
time would treat il as essentially another Christian
document, Fram beginning to end Jesus of Mazareth,
Michael of Mebadon, is the central figure, Especially to
those outside of traditivnal Christian upbringing, the
differences between much of theie seneral notion of
whal Christianity is about and what is portrayed in The
URANTIA Book take on much less signiticance. For this
reason, it may prove more effeclive when first intra-
ducing the book to emphasize the universal appeal of its
cosmelogical concepts,

Initial contacts with exchange students may result
feom the placement af books in international houses,
inter-denominational worship places, student activity
centers, and graduate studenl centers, Information re-
garding local study groups should be included for the
benefit of any potential Rodan who wishes to meet
other readers.

Cne approach 1o whetling the appetite of a student is
by pointing out similarities, differences, or new insights
presented in The WEANTIA Book on topics that relate
tor the student's own interests and by employing Jesus’
techinigque of teaching throwgh the asking of thought-
provoking questions, [t should be appreciated that most
studdents would not have a great deal of time to devate
to this newly found book,. However, comfort should be
Laken in the knowledge that seeds once carefully planted
usually germinate and eventually bear fruil,

Owr Task
As rewders of The URANTIA Boolk, we have beoen

given the rare privilege of being in such close asscciation
with the most sigmificant event since our Creator Son
Christ Michael walked the earth almost two thousand
vears ago. We are [ortunate in being nuetured by the
Food of such spiritual wisdom but as stewards it is
equally imporiant Lo sow the seeds and cultivate the soil
to cnsure the future of a plentiful harvest.

The following are words of admonition which Chrsty
had occasion to share with me, words which are a time-
lv challenge to all of us.

"You must become o saturaled with the truth of
thiz revelation so that all persons coming in con-
tact with wou will know that vou are truth seekers

and spiritual explorers dedicated to the supernal
task of doing the will of our Heavenly Father,"
—Ranald O Loure

West Vimcouzner, Canada

THE QUALITY OF OUR INTERFACE

[n introducing The URANTIA Book to other people,
other cultures, and other faiths, the quality of our inter-
Face will be Jargely determined by how we see ourselves,
and that in turn will determine how we will appear to
others and theretore how they will respond to us. All
else - pur motives, our technigues, and our goals Fall
secondary 1o this one factor, bBecause how we =ec our-
stlves in association with this new revelation delermines
those molives, technigues, and goals,

I anticipate that many of the various problems that
wi will encounter as we approach other peoples with
the book will stem from our religion-like appearance.
Although we lack many of the features that commonly
characterize religions and churches there are a few pri-
mary similarities that need to be reckoned with and
maybe in the process rectified,

I'eople den't have to deliberately sel out to form a
religion or a church in order for it o be such, It can
borm as an inevitable consequence to a closure of a Lype,
like turming these natural boundaries (thal designate
their particular group) into a barrier - a separating fac-
tor that isclates them from the rest of the world, Thase
barriers divide people up into the common “we” and
“they" categories or "we have it, they don't” slot. bany
differing belicls separate people from one another, hut
the one belief that states “we have the truth, you don't”
is the seliditying force turning boundaries inlo barriers,

Cine of the common elements that characterizes the
followers of many religious persuasions is this belief in
their exclusive possession of truth, And because of the
very nature of The URANTIA Book claiming to be a
new revelalion we can loo easily Fall inle such a com-
man pitfall, Truth is in fact everywhere - it's contained
in many sources but confined to none, Just possessing a
URANTIA Book can dupe us psvchologically into
thinking we have trath in our hands, ' osure the authors
of The URANTIA Book were well aware of this risk
when they handed revelation over to us in Lhe Form af a
book. Truth is a dyvnamic and active thing that ocours
Freely as we interact with it It is not locked up in words
and concepts. It has been said: “Any group proclaiming
they have the trath only gains recognition Tor its arro-



gance.” If we assume that truth is confined to The
UEANTIA Book and thal everyone needs to read it
thert wecan't help but [ook and act very much like just
another religion.

There's nothing magical about The URANTIA Eook-
it canmod help being limited and static by its very nature -
it'’s our interaction with it that gives it life, This is
proved by how unimpressed some people are when they
read it This is where 1 want to fouch on this readiness
igsue, [ don’t believe that the sole reason some people are
turned off is simply because they lack something - that
they aren't ready. [ believe some people just are not in-
terested, Truth from The URANTIA Book comes to us
cloaked in a ceetain langauge and cultural garment. [
can’t belivve that all those turned off by The URANTIA
Book are also turned off by truth, or aren't ready.

It just oot their garment, that's all. And lock what
that says about us when we think that way, We're say-
ing we're the ready ones! We can't help but feal superior
and acl condenscending with a notion like thal, Maybe
we're not the ready ones for that matter, Maybe The
URANTIA Book was given expressly o us because we
need it most!

We may have the new revelation in ouwr hands but in ne
way are we that new revelation: there's nothing new
about us! [t's been suggested that: “The mountain top
becomes a foothill once one is up against the universe.”
In other words our having The URANTIA Book may
elevate us in terms of our assessment of our growth on
thiz planct, but in the context of the enlice universe we
look rather small vel.

[F we have this clear in ourselves then we can’t help
but communicate this in our actions and in the type of
regard we have for others and hopefully as a result - as
more and more people become aware of our existence,
we'll gain our distinclion as a brotherhood of kindred
spirits - an inclusive one rather than an exclusive one.
And we'll see the nature of our social organism in prop-
er perspective - a tool for executing and fostering per-
sonal religion - everywhere, not another example of or-
ganized religion.

We can aveid many of the common pitfalls of varous
religions if we have the right relationship with the book.
We need to expand our vision to include what The
URANTIA Book poinls to (it doesn’t point to itself) and
whuat it dloes point to is universal truth - truth, therefore,
encompasses everything and exists in all places. The
truth of The TRANTIA Book is greater and bigger than
The URANTIA Book ilself - it points to God, God can't
lre pul i a brox - not even a URANTIA box.
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We need to be humbled by our limited grasp of the
truth contained in the book - we can know the boak but
that dosn’t mean we necezzarily know truth, A Friend
once said: “We're going to be thinking thoughts tomor-
row thal today we don't even think we don't know.”
With thig tn mind let us be humbled by whal we haven't
vet zeen and whal we haven't yet become,

And i The URANTIA Book is to remain an aclive
catalyst in our lives, then it has to be a new boak cach
lime we encounter it, We should welcome that - we
should welcome its constantly changing our percep-
Liens, making us doubt our fxed appraisals of reality.
For that matter we should welcome what the Russian,
Sufi, and the Bushman have to give to our understand-
ing of the book. As we become more acquainted with
God's reality we will grow and The URANTIA Book
will take on deeper meaning. This is the intent of the
book - oftering itself as a tool For growth,

Its presumptuous for us te assume that our mental
comprehension equals the Fullest truath resident in The
URANTIA Book, Mo matter how clearly a revelation is
presented we can never suspend the laws af human
limitation and perception, IF athers ser in us the type of
maturity that isn’t closed to new learning then wee'll fru-
ly leave an impression - an impression commensurate
with the quality and universality of The URANTIA
Book as opposed to being just another closed system.

Someone once sald, “Unless | see in our relationship
vou helping me, 1 can never help vou, Too much evan-
gelism is me helping you.” We need to see ourselves as
students always as we approach others anywhere and
anytime in like. We're never finished. Even those people
woie i to teach something to have something Lo teack
us in return. We can succeed in this posturing only when
we're Fully convinoed of the wniversality of God, God
doesn’t have us here to finalize anything. Therefore The
URANTIA Book cannot be a final statement - if any-
thing, we're to come up with more questions, Therefore
let us ask everyone we meet, “Tell me not only about
vour religion but tell me also more about my own,”

Just as individuals can became ssocentric so can we as
a group become Urantia-centric - that is, so fixated on
The URANTIA Book thal we refuse to acknowledge or
look at any other source of truth. There's nothing final
or absolute about The URANTIA Book - it can never
encompass everything - it can only lead us to that reality
that does - and that's the way it should be. The validity
of The URANTIA Book should never be reliant on its
particular concepts but rather on its capacity to evolve
with the world, changing and expressing an all-inclusive

Caod.
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And finally, our aim in introducing others to The
URANTIA Book should be in getting them Lo interact
with it in their own unigue fashion, as they creatively
translate its meaning into living as expressed through
their own individual personalities. If we umderstand
cvolution as it is made clear in The URANTIA Book,
then we can’t believe evolution means an outcome of
sameness, An adberence to sameness is a common fea-
ture among religions and churches, A Friend of mine
said: "Decause The URANTIA Rook frees people up
vou're bound to have many diverse approaches to it
One thing we learn by reading The URANTIA Boolk is
that God is a God of variety. The measure of the book's
success will lie in the variety of individual understand-
ings and consequent expressions - and the measure of its
sucress on us lies in our tolerance of that fact - actually
imour capacity fooweleome diversity,

The determining factor of a trely truth oriented social
unit of any kind is in the manner in which it deals with
differing points of view, whether it views change as a
threat or differences as foreign, If we don't want to be
called & religion or church then we have Lo recognize
and acknowledpe the presence of truth everywhere while
being continually humbled by the fact that we truly need
what others have Lo obfer, that we are in fact one of

rany expressions of God - that 15 as true of individuals
a8 il is of groups, Therefore, our aim should never be to
convert others into “Urantians.” We should acknowlee
our place without undermining or ignoring the value of
others in the total networking of evalution,

If we're to do The URANTIA Book justice then what
we do as we interface with others must reflect its es-
sence, The URANTIA Hack can be seen in bwro distinet
ways - a5 a book of hard cosmological facts and as a
spiritual neurishment that transcends it more verbal
construct. The qualily of our interface will be reflected
by which of the bwo views we give priority. 1t will deter-
mise whether our encounlers with others will be har-
monious or laced with conflict due to mutually shared
shallow assumptions about the nature of truth. [t will
determine whether we consider ourselves an exelusive
social group or the forerunner of a spiritual brother-
hood that includes all humankind.

I'll reiterate what | had to say in the beginning -
boundaries need to exist but not barriers, boundaries
designating uniqueness and defining our social group.
But there can be no barriers to a barrierless reality - to a
barrierless God.

Sally Schifomst
Fort Wavne, (rediana

" “And I declare to all of you that the Father has opened the doors of the heavenly kirg-
dom to all who have the faith to enter, and no man or association of men can close
those doors even to the most humble soul or supposedly most flagrant sinner on earth
if such sincerely seek an entrance.” " (*1652:4)

Jesus to Simon, Peter, James, and John at Simeon's House




