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SELF-REALIZATION

F-Erm.‘:lnu]:ll:,' hias its argan in the First Souree and EJ:'TIIA'F..
and is the direct, not evolutionary, gift of the Universal
Father. This majestic origin enables it Lo function, while
unchanged, even an the absolute level, This fact can
hardly be known by natural religion, it is characteristic-
ally a revealed truth, Only the last epochal revelation
states this truth clearly and explicitly,

FFl‘ﬁL‘rr'l."llil].' here and now miay have o vague nobion of
its high origin, and consequently of its high destiny;
nevertheless we may say that it virtually dees not know
itsedf. Even accepting in faith the revealed truth about it-
sell does not imply thal personality knows itself. This
revealed gruth Functions as a signpost pointing to a far
destiny, enshrouded in myvslery,

But it is more than just a signpost, it alse is an urge to
Follow this path of self-discovery that leads to its origin,
the Universal Father. We know Lthe Universal Father,
our Father, wha stands at the end of this road, if ever
there is an end; and it is his love for us, and our love for
him, that urges us to discover our brue selves, sons of
this Father.

Though the last destiny indicated on the signpost is
the absolute level, there are more intermediate destinies
indicated. We now live in the age of the Supreme with
its pradations of completion, and more will follow, Cur
self-ciscovery career s now characterized by Suprem-
acy, This includes not only self-knowledge, but also
self-realization.

Self knowledge is an attractive theme for mest indi-
vituals on this planet. On the physical level itis our ma-
terial body thal fascinates us, And millions of people are
likewise Eascinated by the mind, its conscious function-
ing and its sub-conscious functioning, Bul relatively few
are Fascinated by the super-consciousmess, the soul-
dominated mind, the realm of discerned meanings and
experienced values, Lhe contact-level with the Thoughi
Adjuster,

Therefore is revelation such a great help, in fact it is
essential, [E helps us to discern what iz the true ssif in
contradistinction ta the False self, the ego. Our book
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stresses that this long road of self-discovery is the way
of experience, which implies learning and practicing.
Most often our book uses the lerm “self-realization' in-
slead of "m]E-knah'tedge.” Eomowring that we are sons of
the heavenly Father is of little value as long as we don't
practice this truth, Though all men are polential sons of
God, actual sons are those who experience and practice
somship with God,

We start out by accepting and believing that we are
soms of God. The next phase is becoming a faith-son of
the Father. Gradually this evolves inwardly into the
consciousness of being related to the Thought Adjuster,
and may somelimes prow into the bBeginning of a con-
scious relationship with the Father—within, Cutwardly
this process of realizing sonship with God begins with
undemlandlng Loy a certain extent what Euprl_'m:lq.' 15
anel the next phase is that we become increasingly con-
scious of being related Lo the Supreme, with its practical
COMSELEEEs, F:illu:l”:,', wehen the leeng, lomg road of self-
realization s traversed, the finaliter receives the hon-
ourable title of "child of the Supreme.” "With God the
Father, senship is the great relationship. With God the
Supreme, achievement is the prereguisite to status—one
must do something as well as be something.” (" 1260:1)

The omeness of values

Well, we are something, we are sons of the Father, But
we must alse do something, achieve something, We can
only achieve in sonship with God, and this places us in
direct relationship with the Supreme Being, The func-
tion of the Supreme is to lead the zeven superuniverses
to settlement in light and life {light is the opposite of
darkne= and life the opposite of death). This evolu-
tionary process takes place in the three domains of mat-
ter, mind, amd spirit, As these three are originally one,
this onemess should reappear. In the age of the Supreme
this purpose is gualified as: dominion of spirit over mal-
ter through the medium of mind, supremacy. It follows
that when we partake in the evolutionary process, we
should not ssparate the three domains, Though in last
analysis thiz would be impossible, as mind is invalved in
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all human activity, even in what seems to be a purcly
material activity, it is nevertheless possible that the
choosing 1" centered in the mind, places its values
wholly or predominantly in the material realm. Then,
through the medium of mind, matter tries to get domi-
nion over spirit, the opposite of Supremacy.

Sa, in considering the evolutionary process, in which
we are invelved individually, we should evaluate this
process of continual change according to the standard of
Supremacy, spirit over matter. What spirit ceally is, is
difficult te say. Spirit is above mind, amd, therefore,
mind cannot define spirit, But we are taught that ex-
perienced, Felt values are the motivating power of spirit
ETETEY .

There are specific values in each of these domains of
matter, mind, and spirit, The oneness of valees in origin
and destiny is perhaps easier Lo recognize than oneness
ot the domains themselves, 1F we take beauty as an ex-
ample, we can recognize that beauty in the material
realm is closely related to the faculty of the mind to rec-
ognize beauty, which further leads the spirit-mind on to
rejoice in the faith-fact that the real universe is bathed in
the beauty of its Creator-Father, Art should not work
contrary to Supremacy by making it difficult to connect
the three value-domains,

Jesus taught the fishermen Alpheus twins that it was
always possible to strive for connecting the three do-
mains in the right order: “Never forget that, when you
are a faith son of Ged, all upright work of the realm is
sacred. Mothing which a son of God does [realizing his
sonship wih God] can be common, Do vour work,
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therefore, from this Hme on, as for God.” {*2049.4)
Self-realization is more than self-knowledge, Real
seli-knowledge cannot be atlained without acting,
Theretore, self realization works along the path of deci-
sions, more decisions, and still more decisions: effort,
more effert, and still more effort, But we are helped
along this path of Supremacy, of sonship with God,
through communion with the Father-within, the
Thought Adjuster, who identifies himself with a subject
that struggles in the age of the Supreme, and that's why
there is an unseen co-cperation of the hystery
Monitars, the Spirit of the Supreme Creator Son, and
the Supreme, Chur part is to dedicate our wills to doing
the Father's supreme will, and se doing we surely shall
make good progress in self-realization, spiritualization.

Herry Begesnming
Wassenaar, Netlerlends

Editors note: The following was given as a speech al e
URANTIA Societivs Conclave held in Chicago in
Mareh,

THE FUTURE OF URANTIA SOCIETIES

In attempting to gain insight into the Rrbeee of DRANTLA
Societies | think its a good idea to go back to the origing
of religious groups and examine some of their carly
functions.

We do not live in an isolated time in which our evalu-
tionary path flics straight as an arrow to perfection. Mo,
we are a product of the past and, in many ways, doing
the things that people have done far age upon age.
Sometimes our motives are more enlightened and some-
times they aren't,

Let us then examine some of the information we have
at our disposal and while doing so try Lo consider how
some of these ways of thinking and reacting correlate
with some of our actions and Feelings within the realm
of Urantia Societies,

The URANTIA Boak relates some of the reasons for
the Farmation, by primitive man, of secret societies,
They were established *, |, | ta practice minority religious
rites. . for the purpose of preserving valuable 'spirit’ or
trade secrets, " as well as “. . for the enjoyment of
some special charm or magic. The very secrecy of these
societies conterred on all members the power of mystery
over the rest of the tribe, Secrecy also appeals to vanity;
the initiates were the social aristocracy of their day.”
{*790:8-11)

Vanily, associated with pride, ambition, and honer,




has always been a powerful force in the formation of
human associations in that . _such emotions are futile
withoul an audience to pa_rad:q_' before.™ 1 *765:7)

W learn that in the gradueal progression of humanity's
religious ideas, “words eventually became fetishes,
more especially those which were regarded as God's
words; in this way the sacred books of many relipions
have became Fetishistic prisons incarcerating the spiritual
imagination of man,"” {*95%:4] It is plain that we have
vet to consolidate the hard won gains of our forebears
and that the seeds of regression are ever present.

Promote Study

URANTIA Societies of the future must diligently pro-
mote study of the book. Continued exposure to genuine
truth and lasting wisdom will help safeguard the idealiz-
tic purposes for which societies are Founded,

We have a responsibiliby also to assure that each
member achieves a thorough reading of the ook, Tt is
possible to elect to standing committees, to the moecu-
tive committee, bo the general council, and to positions
a8 officers of the Urantia Brotherhood, persons whao
have not read the book. We must provide some
mechanism ta insure that cach person accepling higher
functicnal responsibility has read the boak to the end
that we maintain leadership based on the teachings of
The URANTIA Hook.

We can find in The URANTIA Booak numerous clues
andd guidelines for the wise development of URANTIA
Societies. On page 966, we Find that “Regardless of the

drawbacks and handicaps, every new revelation of

truth has given rize to a new cult,” And that | it is re-
grettable that so many modern believers. . have no. .
cult of mutual support — nothing to belomg to”

(*@65:7) This is not a trivial point. A successful cull
makes a great contribution Lo society, The author stabes
that when the cult has been elastic and adjustable, then
truth and social progression have grown rapidly,
[ a5

URANTIA Societies have the opportunity to provide
the nucleus of the mast inspiring, most progressive,
most idealistic cult in the long history of this weary
planet, Or, it we don’t watch ourselves, our efforls can
become a massive 7. . obatacle to social reconstruction
and spiritual progress™ like so many cults of old,
{*9a5:6]

Wi must be aware constantly of unconscious and un-
planned trends in our collective attitudes and activities,
The things we never really stop 1o examine because they
seern harmless or because they've always been that way
are the things which will take form by themselves, be-
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come crystallized, and lead us to stagnation, “Formal
religion restrains men in their personal spiritual activi-
ties instead of releasing them for heightened service as
kingdom builders." (*1092:5) The planning we do must
take counsel with wisdom. We must ke careful and at
the same time avoid enervating stalemate disguised as
caukion,

Avoid cramping intellectualism

Further guidance fram the book tells us that *The ald
cults were too cgocentric.” ("98&:3) Thev Focused too
much on themselves and neglected the real neads of their
participants and of the world arcund them, We, too,
can bury our faces between blue covers and neglect the
suffering soul in our midst and the timid ones outside our
doors. Yes, we must study The URANTIA Bool: but we
miusl use this study as a springboard to higher collective
achievements and avoid the pitfalls of cramping intellec-
tualism, We can prepare onrseloes 'til kingdom come and
never see that amorphous day when URANTIA Societies
are ready to Lurn their efforts to the world around them.
URAMNTIA Societies will have to begin turning some of
their group effort from egocentric activity to the applied
love from which we're told the new cult must emerge.

There is more here from which we can learn, “No cult
can endure and contribute to the progress of social civi-
lization and individual spiritual attainment unless it is
based on the biologic, sociologic, and religious signifi-
cance of the Rome.” (*966:4) That's strong language,
The call for the commitment is crystal clear, Mo cult can
endure and contribute unless it is based on the home.

Webster tells us that a base is "the lundamental part
of something, the groundwork, the point from which a
stark is made im an action or undertaking, the bottam of
something considered as its main suppert,” The URAN-
T1A Book devaotes so much attention to the importance
of the home that it can't be emphasized encugh, In the
buture, URANTLA Societies must maintain vigilance in
their recognition of this reality, When it becomes diffi-
cult tor the family to feel a part of any society then that
society will stagnate, When the home becomes separated
trom the activitics of the society then will the society Fail
in its ultimate Lask,

[t we are o move forward, if we are to evalve in
meaningful ways, then we must heed these wamings as
though they are cuiding lights on a darkened shore.
“Family hife,” we're told, “next to personal religions mx-
perience, suffers most from the decadence consequent
upon the transition from old religiows lovalties (o the
cmerging nevw meanings and values.” (*1082:10)
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Encourage worship

O page 1092 we B Further clues guiding our steps
inte the future. Here we are told "It is the purpose of
group religious activities. ..~ and there follows a list of
eight functions. The last of these, almost emphasized by
its concluding placement, is “. .. to encourage group
worship,” (*1092:3)  One of the purposes of group
religious activities is to encourage group worship. Let’s
refresh our understanding of the importance of peaver
and worship te the individual. [ add prayer because in
human experience prayer and worship are like bread
and butter, or boys and girls, They alwavs find a way to
get together.

We know that ., the truest prayer is in reality a
communion betwesn man and his Maker.” {"906:2) 1t is
the surest and quickest way of approaching supercon-
scious levels, (1000) We know that praver is answered
by a greater revelation of truth (1002) and that "The
great challenge to modern man is to achieve better com-
munication with the divine Monitor. .. {*2097:2)

The crucial rele of worship, in concert with the highest
Forms of prayer, is undeniable in man’s quest for higher
levels of reality. With such potency assured, how can
group participation make any difference? Is it merely
for social suggestibility, the reinforcement of good in-
tentions? | think not. There is a more compelling im-
perative. Witness the following.

"Living associations, human families [to]. . . the Para-
cise Trinity are not augmented by mere arithmetical
summation. The group potential is abeeys Far in excess
of the simple sum of the attributes of the component in-
cividuals.” [*113:4) Mot only i3 communion a wvital
force for real growth, but a group increases its cffective
power substantially. Spiritual ascent without the benefit
of group worship is like harvesting grain with a sickle

and leaving the combine parked in the barn, "The new
cull. . must Factlitate spiritual progress. .7 {7966:3)

The future of URANTIA Societies is related to what
we do baday just as the things we do |‘I:H|€I':r' are related to
the actions of our ancestors. We can learn from the past,
take thoughtful action, Follow the guidance of The
URANTIA Book, and continue to evolve, There are
decisions waiting 10 be made, decisions that require
courage and strength.

We can take satisfaction with the skatws U OT Wi Can
take action with the toals at hand to baild toward the
future. We can become entrenched in expecting one
another Lo toe the line or we can encourage one another
in the leap of faith required to become spirit motivated
leaders in a world grasping for direction, We can take
the road of orthodoxy and convention or we can
pioneer in the realm of collective religious attainment,

Dhaoid Benn

Eunnston, s

UPCOMING

In future issues we waould like to examine two subjects
of interest, and would like your contributions if you
have any thoughts on either topic:
® [Joes the current level of cultural expression (from
art and music to family life) on the planet suggest
that we are making progress toward the eventual
achievement of light and lifeT
® Civen the level of evolutionary achievement (poli-
tHes, economics, social, ete. ) ot which we find our-
selves, how can we best interject the relevant
teachings of The URANTIA Hook in each area or
discipline?

“When man loses sight of the love of a personal God, the kingdom of God hecomes
merely the kingdom of good. Notwithstanding the infinite unity of the divine nature,
love is the dominant characteristic of all God's personal dealings with his creatures.”

(*40:5)




