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WHEN DOES PERSONALITY ARRIVE?

The concept of personality is one of the most intriguing
presented foous by our spiritual teachers in the pages of
The URANTIA Book. The fascination arcused by this
concept is due to more than man's rather strong tendency
towards narcissism. "The more completely man under-
stands himself and appreciates the personality values of
his Fellows, the more he will crave to know the Original
Personality, and the more earnestly such a God-knowing
human will strive to become like the Original Personali-
ty.” 1*30:5) “When all is said and done, the Father idea
iz still the highest human concept of God.™ {*2097:3]

In addition tao its high value, the concept of persanali-
ty is also the most profound of all concepts presented to
us {al least in the opinion of this reader). Mothing is
more immediate and simple than the experiential fact of
the presence of the value-feeling of our own peescnality
or the personalitics of others. But the attempt to grasp
the reality of personality as an intellectual concept very
quickly reveals the infinite depth beneath this simple
surface. Although there is much about the concept of
personality which is semewhat difficult of comprehen-
sion, nevertheless, the potential spiritual discoveries re-
sulting from the study of this concept recommend the ef-
fort, "Effort does not always produce jov, but there is
no happiness without intelligent effort.” {*556;10)

Methodical Approach

The guestion "When does personality arrive?” has
been very useful to me because it establishes an intellec-
tual focus and a structured channel for the study of the
concept of personality. Concepts are alwavs developed
muore fully when they are approached methodically; and
persistent, systematic study is always punctuated by
those stdden and surprising illuminations of insight into
the more profound levels of meaning and value con-
tained in concepts,

Personality is always the direct bestowal of the Uni-
versal Father {cf. 70:5), but we are not directly informed
of exactly when the Father chooses to bestow personali-
ty wpon that material energy system which is the living
body. This question of when personality arrives can be
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placed in its proper perspective by relating personality
to the other three cosmic realities which constitute man
— spirit, mind, and matter.

Domain of Personal Experience

Personality, spirit, mind, and matter are the four dif-
ferent types of reality which form the whaole which is
man. Experientially, matter is that reality which is
brought inte man’s awareness by perceptions and sensa-
ticns; mind s that reality which is living consciousness
and is maost easily identified self-consciously in the activi-
ties of language; spirit is that reality which we feelingly
experience as quality and value: "Mind knows quantity,
reality, meanings. But quality — values — is felt. That
which Ffeels is the mutual creation of mind, which
knows, and the associated spirit, which reality-izes.”
i*12109:8) The domain of personal experience is fully de-
Hined by the events of feeling, thinking, and daing which
make up the component parts of self-conscious experi-
ence, and these three categories of experiential events
can be correlated with the actualities of spirit, mind,
and matter, However, personality is only directly aware
of the reality of mind,

Spirit is an objective reality which we feel with the
powers of perceptual sensitivity which are present in the
soul. This pecceptual sensilivity of the soul is the com-
plementary equivalent of the automatic and instinctive
perceplual powers prosent in the lower levels of material
mind which enable us to “feel” the material energy dis-
turbances of perceptions and sensations which vecur in
the central mervous system, (cf, 1433:2) Just as the sub-
conscious levels of material mind respond o material
energy and this response is registered in awareness as
perception, the superconscious levels of morontia mind
respond to the reality of spiritual energies and this re-
sponse is registered in awareness as the appreciation of
qualities and values,

The things, meanings, and values of experience con-
stitute what we are, Spirit, mind, and matter are the
parts of the whole, the personality system; but person-
ality is something more than the what of man. Person-
ality is the woho of man_ [t is this who which feels values,
thinks ideas, and perceives things.
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There are two cssential characteristics of personality
which make it a reality different from the realitics of
spirit, mind, and matter. Whereas spirit, mind, and
matter are unitorm realities in their original natures
fthat is, prior to the influences of time and experience),
“Personality is unique, absolutely unique: [t is unigue in
time and space; it is unique in eternity and on Paradise:
it is unique when bestowed — there are no duplicates; it
i uniggue during every moment of existence; it is unique
in relation to God __ .7 (*1225:12) This absolute unique-
ness of woho we are is also cternally stable. Unlike spirit,
mind, and matter which are transformed in their natures
by lime and experience, .., there is one part of you
that remains abzolutely unaltered, and that is personali-
ty — permanence in the presence of change.” (*1225:1)
Age and experience have abzolutely nothing to do with
who we are and evervihing bo do with what we are.

Armed with these few ideas, how can we respond to
the question of when this absolutely unigue and change-
less reality of personality is bestowed by the Universal
Father?

Mersonality is present prioe ta the arrval of the
Thought Adjuster, which usually occurs around five
vears, ten months, and four days of age, (*11B87:1) 1t is
the firsl moral choice of the personality, as this registers
in the frat functioning of the adjutant mind-spieit of
wistlom, which results in the dispatch of the Thought
Adjuster from the shores of Divinington. (*1186:6) Per-
sonality is present at the time of the bestowal of the
Thought Adjuster, but how soon before this event is
pecsonality bestowed?

THE
URANTIAN,
Journal of URANTIA,; Brotherhood

Fublished Ql.s.:::q:rl}' 11:,'
URANTIA Brotherhood
233 Diversey Parkway
Chicago Hlineis 60614

Subscription Price: $4.00 a year
Intecnaticnal Subscribers - add 51.00 for postage

*All guotations within this Jowmal. wnless atherwise
indicated, are from The LEANTIA ook and are used
with the permission of the UEANTIA Foundation, the
capyTight owner,

Copyright 1980 by LIEANTIA Brotherhood Corpo-
ration, All rights reserved. Printed in 10,54,

Identity of Soul

Our teachers make a very clear distinetion between
the intellectual identity (the so-called ego of psycholopyi
and the morontia identity  of the Immortal soul,
“Human beings possess identity only in the material
sense, Such gualities of the self are expressed by the
material mind as it funclions in the energy system of the
intellect, When it is said that man has identity, it is
recognized that he is in possession of & mind circuit
which has been placed in subordination to the acts and
choosing of the will of the human personality,” (*1232:6)
“hlaterial mind is the arena in which human personali-
ties live, are self-conscious, make decisions, choose God
or forsake him, eternalize or destroy themselves,”
1"1216:5)

The self-consciousness of the intellectual identity is a
cosmic reality (cf, 14797} because it is the manifestation
af the will of the personality, bul does self-consciomns-
ness exist prior Lo the activation of the sdiutant mind-
spirit of wisdom and the bestowal of the Thought Ad-
juster?

"Human selt-consciousness implivs the recognition of
the reality of selves other than the conscious self and
further implies that such awareness is mutual: that the
zolt iz known as it knows, This is shown in a purely
human manner in man's social like,” [*195:10) "The
social consciousness is ., a cultural development and is
dependent on knowledee, symbols ... " (*196:1) The
fundamental technique which enables the self to know
other selves is personal communication, and language is
one of the most polent techniques of personal communi-
cation, Children learn to talk around two vears of age —
almost four years prior Lo the bestowal of the Thousht
Adjuster, Mot only will a conversation with a two year
old provide conclusive prool of the existence of a mind
controlled by a sometimes intractable will, but conver-
sations with others many wvears older sometimes pro-
vides conclusive proot that there can be persenal com-
munication even in the complete absence of the active
Functioning of the adjutant of wisdom.

Personality s definitely present, then, at the birth of
language, but how much prior to the age of two is par-
sonality bestowed?

“A child has been in existence about nine months be-
fore it experiences birth,” {*1130;7) This statement el
me to check back to Gabriel's apprarances to both Mary
and Elizabeth, Gabriel appeared to Elizabeth aboul nine
months prier to John's birth, When Gabriel appeared to
Mary, he said, “To you, Mary, | bring glad tidings when
[ announce that the conception within vou is ordained
by heaven [*1346:5) We are also told that,




“Gabriel's announcement to Mary was made the day
following the conception of Jesus .. .7 (*1347-3)

The Chief of Evening Stars tells us that, "Joshua ben
Tozeph, the Jewish baby, was conceived and was born
into the world just as all other babies hefore and since
except that this particular baby was the incarnation of
Michael of Nebadon 7 171317:2) Also, in describing
the mortal bestowal careers of Paradise Sons, a Perfec-
bor of Wisdom from Uversa tells us that, “The method
whereby a Paradise Son becomes ready for mortal in-
carnation. .., brcomes enmothered on the bestowal
planet, is a universal mystery ... " (*228:6)

From these statements there is no doubt that person-
ality s bestowed by the Universal Fathar batore birth,
The personality of a Paradise Son becomes “en-
motiwered” on the bestowal planet just as the personality
of every human becomes enmothered, but it is a univer-
sal mystery how a local universe Creator Son is able to
have his personality so bestowed, But does prrsonality
actually agrive at concephion, as seems to be implied?

A Marked Pattern

IE we look at Michaels six previous hestowals, a
marked pattern appears, On vach of these six bestowals
Michael is accompanied to the bestowal planet by
another personality. On the first bestowal an omniaphim
accompanies him to the Melchizedek werld, On his sec-
ond bestowal a tertiaphim accompanies him, A secona-
phim accompanies him to the headquarters world of
svatermn B7 in constellation &1 on his third Bestewal and
presents his credentials to the System Sovercign. On the
fourth, fifth, and sixth bestowals Gabriel accompanies
the incarnation of Michael ta the bestowal planet and
presents his credentials to the planetary authorities,

The paltern seems to be quite clear. The incarnaticon
af Michael is always accompanied Lo the bestowal planet
by another personality wha presents Michael's ereden-
Hals to the planetary authorities, If this pattern holds
true for the seventh bestowal and Gabriel presents
Michael's credentials to Mary because the Lucifer Rebel-
lion left Urantia without recognized planetary authori-
ties, then personality must be bestowed by the Universal
Father very soon after conception,

This is guite an amazing conclusion and one which
stretches our conventional ideas of personality far be-
vond their limits, 1s it truly pessible that the reality of
personality could be associated with the profoundly
primitivie material life form of a zyvgote? that is, with a
single celled organism? This question is no more diffi-
cult to answer than the question of how personality, an
eternal and qualified abzolute, is able to enter inta az-
sociation with finite levels of reality,
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“Persomality, while devoid of identity, can unify the
identity of any living energy system.” [*1225:7) “The
phenomenon of personality is dependent on the peesis-
tence of the identity of selfhood reaction to universe en-
vironment; and this can only be cffected through the
rovecdiam of miand.” (*1235:2)

The distinction between personality and identity is
crucial to an understanding of the technique whereby
personality is able to associate with Hnite reality. This
distinction is not made anywhere else that [ am awaee of
except in The WRANTIA Book, If personality is wha we
are, and spirit, mind, and matter constitute what we
are, then identity is where and whes we are, [dentity is
the cosmic focal point in tme and space where the per-
sonality is able to experience reality, Personality is exis-
tential. [dentity is experiential, Who we are is an eternal
reality, Where and when we are is relative and subject
to perpetual change,

Personality and Identity

Personality is an eternal reality, and the only tech-
nique whereby personality is able to contact temporal
reality is by creating a personal identity upon finite
levels of reality: and such an identity is always created
vut of the substance of mind and s associated with per-
somality through its inherent power of will. (cf. 1232:8)
[t is the will of personality which spans the cosmic gulf
between the eternal and the temporal, the qualified
absolute rature of persenality and the relative and Finite
nature of the identity. This distinction between person-
ality and sdentity is difficult to grasp, but in experience
it amounts to the ability to watch ourselves think from a
removed perspective and to judge the value of our many
thoughts, "Morality, virtue, s indisencus to human
personality.” 1°192:9)

The zvzrote, the fertilized seed From which the material
body arows, is a living organism which is animated by
the pre-adjutant mind circuits of the Master Physical
Controllers. {cf. 480:5) Whether or not personality
could create an identity in this pre-adjutant mind at this
early stage of development is a question, We are told
that, “"The material self is truly and unqualifiedly per-
sonal,” {*71:1) Experientially, there is no doubt that the
physical body is a personal identity even as the ego is a
personal identity. Mot only do we think with intention,
we also act with intention, which is the proof that we
have a personal identity on subconscious levels of mind
which is capable of directing certain physical activitios.

As this seed of the bady grows, it becomes increasing-
ly capable of tuning into progressively higher levels of
mind until finally the intellectual identity appears with
the evidence of langauge. Prior to the appearance of
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language, the personality is whaolly identified with the
body. The appearance of language enables the person-
ality to see itself in the reality of the intellectual identity,
The moral identity, the soul, appears with the personali-
tv's identity of the Mystery Bonitor. The path of per-
sonality progression consists of the lranscendence of
personal identity from materfal to spiritual levels of
reality. And just as in biclogical evolution the old iz not
lost but rather transcended and dominated by the new,
=0 ib s in the personal spiritual evolution of the identity,
And throughout all of thess transtormalions in the
tocal point of personal experience, these inner journeys
of the identity, the personality never changes. When we
are finaliters at last, we will still be just who we are to-
day, We truly are the children of God in the maost pro-
found, precise, and eternal way, Regardless of any de-
ficiencies of character, any limitations of intellect, any
handicaps in body, and every other consideration, the
actuality of the eternal personality of enxch individual
identifies that individual as a true child of the Universal
Father.
—Cearge Park
Hiwigehizn, Coreecticut

A MATTER OF 51ZE

A child possesses a quality much like that of a blank
piece of paper on which every passer-by writes some-
thing, Sometimes, as adults, we may not realize how
great an influence we can be and have been,

Tesus, when speaking to John Mark explained that A
human being's entire afterlife is enormously influenced
by what happens during the first few years of
existence,” [*1922:4) What devastating eflects can and
have come from those first few years, if they are
weought with negative impressions, which are, in the
main, caused by prown-up, mistreated children,

During what maost parents consider everyday routine
in the home or outside, time and again the thoughtless-
ness ooours, The situation is one in which a child asks a
sincere question of a parent, grandparent, or adult ac-
gquaintance and receives a response that makes one
wonder if that adult kad ever considered the fact that a

“

“

child is also a human being, with an inquisitive mind
and an open and trusting heart.

If children cannot rely upon an adull, whatever the
circumstances of the contact may be, to answer their
guestions, all of them, and to demonstrate by way of
treatment that they are cur brothers and sisters, not just
“little people” we happen to mother or father, then who
else can they rely upon? How else can they learn what
the brotherhood of man is all about, To young children,
adults are the whaole universe.

lesus said “Love, John, is the supreme reality of the
universe when bestowed by all-wise beings, but it is a
dangerons and oftentimes semiselfish trait as it & man-
fested in the experience of mortal parents,” (*1922:2)

Ag we bend down to smell the Flowers, et us bend
dowen even further and talk to a child as if he is, indead,
one of us_. . .it's only a matber of size that allows an
adult te think, because he is taller and larger, he is mors
important, A child I= Lsbally ansare of l:'.'i:'r:.fl‘hing that is
happening in his world. . | every little detail is remem-
bered For years to come and can affect him either nega-
tively, impeding, time-wise, his quest for the Father, or
pasitively, heading him always in the right direction in
his own search for Lreth, beauty, and goodness,

We will be amazed at what beautiful things we can
write on that blank piece of paper, if we only remember
that when [esus was teaching about the kingdom of Gad
in heaven, he taught that two things are essential 1o
faith entrance into the kingdom. One of them being, |
“1. Frith, sincority. To come as a little child, to receive
the bestowal of sonship as a gift; 1o submit to the daing
of the Father's will without gquestioning and in the full
confidence and genuine trustfulness of the Fathers wis-
dom; to come into the kingdom free From prejudice and
precomception; o be open-minded and teachable like an
unspoiled child, (" 1661:3)

When we are with all our brothers and sisters through-
out the “supreme adventure,” won't it be a thrll to have
someone that we had met on Urantia when they were
tiny and we were large, come and tell us that something
beautiful we had written on their “picce of paper” had
helped them to get closer to our Father.

—Conerie Ruddno
W Paterson, Mean Jersey

"Without God and except for his great and central person, there would be no per-
sonality throughout all the vast universe of universes. God is personality.” {*28:5)




