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The Possibilities For Significant
Planetary Service

The following tallk was given in August, 1972 In the
apinion of the editors, # i a clear, thoughtful expres-
stone of some of the challenges, opportunities. and re-
sponsibilities which accompany The URANTIA Book
andd (fs miission fo anr planet.

The URANTIA Book tells us:

"Mechanical inventions and the dissemination
of knowledge are modifying civilization; certain
economic adjustments and social changes are im-
perative iF cultural disaster is to be aveided, This
new and oncoming social order will not settle
down complacently for a millennivm. The human
race must become reconciled to a procession of
changes, adjustments, and readjustments. Man-
kind is on the march toward a new a unrevealed
planetary destiny.

"Religion must become a Forceful influence for
moral stability and spiritual progression funclion-
ing dvnamically in the midst of these ever-
changing conditions and never-ending economic
adjustrnents.” {*1086:4,5)

And, in the section dealing with the planctary epoch
tollowing Jesus' bestowal mission on earth, we read:

“The only technigue For accelerating the natural
trend of social evolution is that of applying
spiritual pressure from above, thus augmenting
moral insight while enhancing the soul capacity of
every mortal to understand and love every other
mertal, Mutwal understanding and fraternal lave
are transcendent civilizers and mighty factors in
the world-wide realization of the brotherhaod aof
man.” [T598:2)
1f our civilization is not to settle down for one thousand

wears, if religion is Lo serve as a stabilizer during these try-
ing times of transition, and if the best way positively to
assist this process of epochal adjustment is through the
spiritualization of mankind, then surely the opportunities
for significant planetary service are enormaons,
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We stand at the beginning of a new age, As we survey
the broad panorama of a limitless horizon of challenges
and opportunities for service extending out before us we
ask: And what, Father, is the role that you would or-
dain for our fledgling oeganization, our very human
organization, URANTIA Brotherhood?

Organizational Role

In trying to make an assessment of what kind of
organtzation URAMTIA Brotherhood is, or what kind of
organization we would like to see URANTIA Brother-
hood become, let us consider what The URANTIA Book
observes al page 1Z95:

“As the self matures, it reaches further and fur-
ther back into the past for experience, while its
wisdom forecasts seek to penetrate decper and
deeper into the unknown future. And as the con-
ceiving self extends this reach ever Further imto
both past and future, so does judgment become
less and less dependent on the momentary present.

In this way does decision-action begin to escape

trom the fetters of the moving present, while it be-

gins to take on the aspects of past-future signifi-
cance.” (*1295.5)

Let us now look into the immediate past to those events
and the philosophy which suggested and guided the for-
mation of URANTLA Brothechood, Then let us look in-
to the deeper past in preparation for ocur making a
“wistom forecast” as 1o the future of URANTLA Brothee-
hood thus escaping “. . .the fetters of the maoving pre-
sent. .. " in order belter to gaina broader, surer perspec-
tive “_..on the aspects of past-future significance,”
{*1295:5)

In considering the desirability — even the necessity —
of an organization such as URANTIA Brotherhood, the
original leaders saw that while institutionalization, if
carried to extremes, eould ¢rystallize a religion into
mere dead forms — a skeleton of its once dynamic self —
they alzo saw thal without some organization no religion
could survive,

As The URANTIA Book savs:

“It is difficult for religion to survive as the
private practice of isclated individuals. This has
ever been the error of the religious leaders; Seeing
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the evils of institutionalized religion, they seck to

destroy this technique of group functioning.”

[T1078:d}

Therefore, a plan was adopted to assist in and encour-
ape salutary group functioning. The early leaders wished
to follow the lead of Jesus and to create a simple social
organization, as Jesus had done with the Apostles.
Keeping in mind the ideal that “That organization is best
which organizes least and co-ordinates most, , " (1) a
simple, yet complete, constitution was adopted and
URANTIA Brotherhood was founded.

“URANTIA Brotherhood does not [have] a hier-
archy of religious autherity nor an over-abundance

of restrictive creeds, dogmas and rules and repula-

tioms. Bul it does |have] a minimal amount of Basic

organization with enough ground rules to permil its

healthy and orderly functioning.” (1)

The minimal organization provided in the Constit-
tion of URANTIA Brotherheod provides a simple and
elfective plan for group association and ce-operation.
We have a simple structiere within which readers of The
URANTIA Book can work with one another towards
the common goal of the wise dissemination of the teach-
ings of The URANTIA Book and the ultimate spiritual-
ization of mankind. Without such a formal organiza-
tion, albeit a simple and benign one, there would be no
structure in which, or method by which, it would be
possible [or all the diverse types of human beings who
become interested in the teachings of The URANTIA
Book to function together effectively, There would be
ne way in which the foundations could be laid which
would eventually lead to the realization of a true, even
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living, organismal, world-wide spiritual brotherhood of
mankind.

{1) Quaotations and paraphrases from Unity, not Unifor-
triity, copyright ©1973, URANTIA Foundation — used
by permission.

The broad, guiding principles which informally govern
our evalutionary, material structure are set forth in a
speech given in the early davs of our URANTIA move-
ment. [n this speech, William 5. Sadler, [r., first presi-
dent of URANTIA Brotherhood, in his First President’s
Triennial Report to the General Council of URANTIA
Bratherhood, sat forth what has now become the classic
exposition of the broad range mission of URANTIA
Brotherhood,

“1.  God is the only true end - all other things are

secondary and subordinate to the realization of

sonship or daughtership with Gad.

2, The URANTIA Book itself is not an end -

though it Is a most important means t0 an end. We

may minister o our spiritually hungey brothers
with or without the aid of The URANTIA Book.

But, if the Book ever becomes mandatory in our

ministry, then we have truly become sectarian,

Chur primary objective is the service of God, and

the Book is an important means ba that great end,

3, Meither is the URANTIA Brotherhood, nor

membership in it a true end, The function of the

Brotherhood is Lo the spiritual experiences of its

members as the river banks are to a river: it is true

that na river can be had without its banks — but
neither should the banks be confusad with the Aow-
ing river, The Brotherhood is designed to promaote
The URANTIA Book and the Book is designed to
bring God and man closer to each ather.”

Bil Sadler concludes by saying:

“If we can clearly separate means and ends, if we can
always subordinate means to the true end, then we shall
continue for a very long time as a real Brotherhood, and
we shall avoid becoming merely another church or
another sect in the world of the twentieth century — a
world which needs neither a new church nor a new sect,”

We can assist in remaining as something unigque, some-
thing different from a new church or a new sect b wig=
ing ourselves as readers of The URANTIA Hook with a
broad and open acceptance of other groups and peogles,
being careful, however, not to compromise our organiza-
tional identity or dilute our mission of bringing new truth
te gur spiritually Impoverished brethren. By referring to
ourselves as “readers of The URANTIA Book" instead of
as “Lrantians,” we will more accurately describe our-
selves to the general public.




Journal of URANTIA: Brotherhood

LURANTILA Bratherhond has stepped into that vacuum
which has existed since the failure of the Adamic regime,
As such, we can fulfill our function by taking note of the
Adamic practice of establishing sub-administrative cen-
fers in the guise of URANTIA Soceties throughout the
planet, once we have Firmly established our cwn organi-
zation.

But first let ws establish thouzands of study groups,
Then, when these groups mature into stable and com-
petent proups, let us install them as URANTIA Societies,

As URANTIA Societies, they may serve under our ban-
ner of the Concentric-Circles Symbol as readily idenifi-
able bearers of truth Lo Mankind, These URANTIA Socie-
ties as constituent parts of URANTIA Brotherhood will
serve as lighthouses of truth giving light and direction to
a world languishing in spiritual darkness and suffering
racial and governmental disarray,

Let us follow the broad outlines of the function of the
Adamic regime, Let us not disappoint our planctary
Father and Mother who suffered the degradation of re-
duction o human status, but who now, as two of the
Four and Twenty Counselors, stand as watchiul sentinels
anxiously waiting to see how successtully and efficently
vur human URANTLA Brotherhood will co-operate
with the Planetary Government in compenzating for the
aborted  Adamic Mission to Mankind, URANTIA
Brotherhood cannot hope to fulfill all of the responsi-
bilities of the Adamlie bestowal, but it can mightily assist
in compensating for the loss of the Adamic regime,

But let us take caution in carrying out our spiritual
mission. Let us let others know thal we do not pretend o
be the Spirttual Brotherhood of Mankind, though we
hope to participate in the realization of that Spiritual
Brotherhood, Furthecmore, we can avoid the deviliry
which comes with considering ourselves a chosen people,
remembering that The URANTIA Book tells us on page
1488 that “There is no such thing as a ‘chosen peaple.”
And, further:

“A new and fuller revelation of the religion of
Jesus s destined ta conmguer an empire af material-
istic secularism and to overthrow a world sway of
mechanistic naturalism, Urantia is now quivering
on the very brink of one of its most amazing and
enthralling epochs of social readjustment, maoral
quickening, and spiritual  enlightenment.”
[*2082:8)

“Religion does need new leaders, spiritual men
and women who will dare to depend solely on
Jesus and his incomparakle teaching.” (22082100

"The call to the adventure of building a new and
transformed human society by means of the spirit-
ual rebirth of Jesus” brotherhood of the kingdom
should theill all whe believe in Bim as men have

e e e——— e ———————— e

not been stirred since the days when they walked

about on earth as his companions in the fesh,”

[*2064 16)

"The great hope of Urantia lies in the possibility

of a naw revelation of Jesus with a new and en-

larged presentation of his saving message which

would spiritually unite in loving service the
numerous familics of his present day prefessed fol-
lowers,” {*2086:2)

"Mankind is on the march toward a new and
unrevealed planetary destiny.” {*1086:4)

URANTLA Brotherhood as a co-ordinater, not as a
dominator, and neither as a new church nor as a oew
sect, can assist our planetary supervisors during these
times of transition — and later — and can indead be
*. . .a forceful influence for moral stability and spiritual
progression functioning dynamically in the midse of .. .
ever-changing conditions and never-ending  economic
acljustments.” ("1086:5) By helping to apply spiritual
pressure from above, we can augment .. moral in-
sight while enhancing the soul capacity for every mortal
to understand and love every other moetal,” (*598:2)

While wee may have a diversity of approaches in reach-
ing out for the realization of our new and uorevealed
planctary destiny, we can through our minimal organiza-
tional structure and by keeping our priorities straipght
matnbein s umity of purpose as we co-operatively work
[or the spititual upliftment of Mankind.

In serving to carey new truth to our planet, and if this
forecast of the nature of our creanization is to be justi-
Fiedd, iF this grand experiment is to be successful on this
decimal planet, let us not make the mistake of those of
Jesus” Hime on earth in the flesh who were 1,;|::-|15-1;|_n||=.|.'
leaking for sudden and miraculows happenings. We
should ineellipently work For and paliently expect
nothing more than normal sure evoelutionary progress.

"Evalution may be slow, but it is terribly effec-
bive,” [*900:3) Jesus said: .. .in an age lo come
the gospel which [ declare to vou will eule this
very world.” {"1608:1}

The Midwawyers echo this by saving, “Be not discoue-
aged; human evoletion is sHll in progress, and the
revelation of Ged to the world, in and through Jesus,
shall not Fail,"” (*2097.1)

UEANTLA Brotherhood — The possikilities for signifi-
cant Planetary Service are enormous, How will we
answer the call of Destiny?

Lltimately Father, Thy will be done,

Prace be upen vou and may progress be our eternal
eoal,

Martin B Myers
CJIEL'li'gu. iMircs



URBANTIA Brotherhood is asnnicguee but this is not to say
that there will not be other organizations whose aims and
purposes are consistent with those of URANTIA Brother-
hood. To them we should extend the hand of Friendship
to the extant they wish to wark in the Father's vineyard.
[n this way ORANTLA Brotherhood will fulfill its func-
tion as planetary co-ordinator and will avoid becoming a
separate religion,

URANTIA Brotherhood is not to dominate: it is to co-
ordinate.

Mow that we have considered the immediate past and
those events and the philosophy which suggested and
guided the formation of URANTIA Brotherhood, let us
look into the deeper past as we ready our “wisdom fora-
cazt” as to the future of URANTLA Brotherhaood,

Somee 200,000 years ago, our Planetary Prince joined
forces with Lucifer and Satan in the proclamation of the
Lucifer Manifesto and the substitution of license in the
place of libesty and self-assertion in the place of one’s
conscious. subordination of one’s will o that of our
Heavenly Father. We all know the terrible results of the
Prince’s premeditated betrayal of the divine plan,

And we likewise know that some Forty thousand years
agn — or some cne hundred sixty thousand years after
the Lucifer REebellion — and while our planet was still
cut off and isolated by the planetary quarantine, we re-
ceivid as promised, the biologic uplifters {Adam and
Evel, our Planetary Mather and Father, The URANTIA
Hook tells us:

“These unique and wonderfully usetul beings are
the connecting links between the spiritual and
]:Ih]."E-iCEE waorlds, ... LInlike the ather ereated Sons
of planetary service, the material order of sonship
is not, by nature, invisible to material creatures
like the inhabitants of Urantia. These Sons of God
can be seen, understood, and can, in turn, actually
mingle with the creatures of time, could even pro-
create with them, though this role of biologic up-
liftment usually Falls to the progeny of the Plane-
tary Adams.” {"581:4.5)

“In these immartal Material Sons and Daughters
we encounter the last and the indispensible link
connecting God with Man, bridging the almost in-
finite gulf bebween the eternal Creator and the
lowest finite personalilies of time, Here is a being
of high origin whao is physical, material, even a sex
creature like Urantia mortals, one who can see and
comprehend the invisible Planetary Prince and in-
berpret him to the mortal creatures of the realm,
for the Material Sons and Daughters are able to
ser all of the lower orders of spirit beings; they
visualize the Planetary Prince and his entice staff,
visible and invisible " (*587-3)
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And finally, in concluding our look backwards into the
far past, we read:

“As soon as the new and consolidated capital of
the evolving world has become well establishad,
and just as fast as competent subordinate adminis-
trators can be properly trained, subcapitals are
founded on remote land bodies and among the dif-
ferent peoples,” (*566:3)

Future Forecast

And now that we hawve reached far back into the deep
past, [ ask you to participate with me in a “wisdom fore-
cast”™ into the future, better able to escape the fetters of
the transient, moving present, better able to determine
the nature of our organization.

5o as to give understanding of the meaning and an ap-
preciation of the solemn significance of the promise of
our organization, and an understanding of the purpases
we might serve, let me make the following chzarvations.

You will recall that Urantiz is desizgnated as a decimal
or experimental planet. T would suggest that you and [
in cur very own lifetimes — even on this very day — are
participating in a grand experiment. In this grand ex-
periment, our planetary supervisors not only propose to
bring new epochal revelation ta our distraught planet,
for the fiest Bme in book form, but alse propose to re-
establish in conjunction with that Book, a connecting
link between the spiritual and material worlds, a visible
organization — albeit a very human organization — de-
dicated to co-operation with the super mertal planetary
government and its many unseen agencies in the realign-
ment of the mortal establishment with its progressive
evalutionary destiny, stimulating it to escape from ils
present potentially suicidal doldeums of spiritual apathy
and material directionlessness.

It is our privilege and solemn responsibility wisely to
participate in the renewed revelation of Truth — Truth
nol only in Book form, but also as is shown in our lives
to our brethren the world owver.

Dirawing upon the inspiration from our URANTIA
Book and more importantly from our inner spiritual re-
spurces, we can minister to our fellows, and, where ap-
propriate, help our spiritually interested brethren to
draw upon the information in The URANTIA Book for
direction in dealing with our complex planstary affairs,

URANTIA Brotherhood is now in organizational liai-
son with the Mighty Seraphim of Progress, and is a
functioning last link In the downward thrust of our
planet’s spiritual administration whose greal purpose is
to rehabilitate, revitalize, and spiritually surcharge
Urantia’s mortal establishment. Literally, wou are
Soldiers of the Circles,



ROMANTICISM AND REALITY

The following talk was given on Jesus” birthday, August
A1, 1979, at a meeting of students of The LURANTIA
BOOK in the author's home in the Netherlands. lts
theme is appropriate o our historicsl celetration of this
rmamentous avent at this time of year.

Christmas time is dear to all of us because we are not in-
sensitive to its romantic atmosphere, But romanticism
often is al variance with reality, though reality is won-
drous encugh already. Many pecple cannot even accept
the reality-fact of Christmas because of ils miraculous
aspects, the birth of a Cod-man on our planct. But even
if this fact is accepted, romanticism can clothe it in a
veil, woven by the imaginative powers of human emo-
tions, Romanticism can easily lead to an escape fram
reality.

The Jewish people had a romantic conception about
the coming of the Messiah, For them he was to be the
deliverer, endowed with miraculous power, who would
shake off the yvoke of Roman dominion and make the
chosen [ewish people the ruling power on earth, And for
the sake of keeping Intact this romantic conception,
reality was refected,

Romantic man expects happiness through a more or
less miraculous event and divine intervention, Salvation
i= something that happens outside of him. To be saved
he needs only to accept such an event, to believe it, [
recognize however that this is a too simplistic picture of
that which lives anid exists in the Chrisitan churches,
and that [ do great injustice to many good Christians,
Mevertheless, the dectrine of atonement is a romantic
conception about the purpose of Jesus' life on earth,

Gabriel told Mary to give her son the name of Joshua,
which name means saviour, deliverer, This name also
points to the other Joshua, who delivered the children of
Israel from life in the desert and led them into the pro-
mised land after much strugele,

Where lies the promised land into which this new de-
liverer will lead us? As we now have received a more
complete and better portrayal of Jesus’ life, we should
have a better and higher concept of this deliverance,
Said the Master: “The kingdom of God lies within you."

Mo romanticism, though real adventure,

So this adventure is a journey inwards. The eealm of
the mind is full of adventure, full of surprising perspec-
tives, but also with many wrong tracks and by-paths,
The grealest discovery we can make In this realm is the
discovery of the “divine spark,” the Thought Adjuster,

When we focus cur attention on this spark of light,
our minds are more and more adjusted. This spark is
not passive, but an entity in the highest degree of activi-
by, It is the divine Thought Adjuster,

%
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This activity becomes Hest and in the easiest way per-
ceptible 1o us when we ook back on the past, and recog-
nize that the progress we have made has been largely the
effect of the work of this divine spirit in us, When we do
recognize this, the divine adventure really begins. The
question now becomes to recognize this activity in the
present and to respond to it. Then the life of sonship
with God begins, the child of God grows inta sonship
with God, God-knowingness grows inte God-
CONsciousness,

But this adventure is not an easy one, for our nature is
so immensely different from the divinely supreme
nature of this indwelling spirit that communion s Jiffi-
cult, The existing association would remain therefore
vague and indefinite (o us if we should not be helped in
yet another way ta become aware of this process, by
which we are spiritually transformed.

For this purpose also came the Master, who in his
own experience as the Son of Man went through this
same process of recognition of sonship in association
with this divine entity within, At the same time he be-
came conscious again of his knowledge of the Father, his
relationship as a Creator-Son with the Universal Father,
as this had existed from the beginning, He proclaimed
and revealed this Father and the nature of his spirit in
us, for this spirit is a fragment of the Infinite Father.

The Infinite Father we cannot comprehend, but he
makes himself knowable to his Finite creature in the rela-
tionship of Fatherhood and sonship. “When all is said
and done, the Father idea is still the highest human con-
cept of God.™ {*2097:3)

Jesus taught this Fatherhood so as to lead us into that
sonship that he had discovered for himself as the Son of
Man, And when his disciples persisted in preferring their
romanticism to this reality of sonship, he began as a
teacher-healer to demonstrate its meaning, its practical
value and reality.

Divinity Revealed

But even so romanticism could not be made to clear
the way for reality, The apostles persisted in desiring
another kind of reality and teuth outside themselves,
The kingdom, the fellowship with the indwelling spirit,
as the promised land within themselves, was still too
shrouded (See Paper 157, sections 3-7, pgs, 1745-1751).
Therefore, Jesus met them half-way and revealed his
divinity, but only after the spirit in them had revealed
this to them. This was not a mere concession to the de-
sires of the apostles far a truth cutside themselves and a
deliverer cutside themselves, This acknowledgement of
his divinity did not change anything of what he had
taught befare as the Son of Man, For this divine sonship
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is also the perspective for the process of transtormation
taking place in us. When this process finds its pre-
liminary consumemalion in the fusion between Thought
Aeljuster and man, then we also have become divine
zons, god-men. The Master reveals himself zo that the
diseiple may know himself,

But romanticism is a stubborn tendency in man. Very
soon after the Master had left, the accent was shifted
From inmer teuth to outer truth., The person of the
Master became a saving truth outside of man,

Man has a nearly ineradicable tendency to escape
From reality, notwithstanding all the help the universe is
rendering us to become aware of reality. Ina mysterions
way the Master is still with us as the Spirit of Truth to
help us experience truth that will make us sonship-
conscious, Recently we have received The URANTIA
FBook by which the universe draws closer o us, and in
which revelation the life and teachings of the baster are
rebold, more complete than ever before and Fru:r:iEiE'd
from the mysterics which time has woven around it,

And probably The URANTIA Hook will be the fore-
runner of another event to which the authors allude
sevieral Hmes, the coming of another divine Son, We live
in a time of advent. But let us beware of romanticism.
Another Son can only Lry, perhaps with the help of cir-
cumstances, to make our own sonship clearer ta us. He
cannot effectuate salvation outside ourselves,

“The personal touch of the Original and Eternal Son
passes on down Lhrough a series of decreasingly divine
and increasingly human personalizations until there ar-
rives a being much like yvourselves, one vou can sag,
bear, and touch. And then you are made spiritoally
aware of the greal truth which vour [aith may grasp

sonship with the eternal Ged!™ (*445:3)

Henry Ji{',g._:-.lumrl.'
Wassemanr, Mettorlnzids

IN FUTURE I55UES

Jne ol the underlying purposes of the UIRANTIAN Jour-
nal of URANTIA Brotherhood is to provide a medium
for readers of The URANTIA Book to share the fruits of
their continuing experience with The Teachings, fruits
which grow progressively in the material, mindal, and
spiritual arenas. [n keeping with this philosophy, we'd
like to explore the following subjects in upcoming
issues:

—3ection 3 (True Warship) of Paper 5 suggests

different line of communication with the Father,

Son, and Spirit, How are these channels used in

our daily lives?

—We have a great deal to learn about prayer and

worship, Perhaps we should again take up this

subject and compare these forms of spiritual com-

munication—both private and group.

—We'd like to devole an entire issue o each of the

existential deitics—Universal Father, Eternal Son,

and Infinite Spirit,

—What exactly does “sonship” mean? What does

it entail? How is it experienced]
Please let us know if you're interested in any of these
topics, or better vet, just write! [Jse pasl issues Lo gauge
various acticls lengths, We can and will adjust our issues
to accommodate your work_ [£ is vour efforts which will
enable the Journal to bear a vseful harvest,

Thank vou,
— The Editors

"The acid test for any religious philosophy consists in whether or not it distinguishes
between the realities of the material and the spiritual worlds while at the same mo-
ment recognizing their unification in intellectual striving and in social serving.”

(*1114:4)




