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GANID OF INDIA

Students of The URANTIA Fook know well the many
and waried forms of spiritual enecgy which the Father
has provided sa that someday we will come to know
and be like him. One of the most inspiring points to this
reader has been the description of those heroic mortals
of Urantia whe have dared to live as sons and daughters
of the Father in Faith.

Cne human who has been of personal interest from
my first reading of The URANTIA Book is Ganid of
India. This young man instantly impressed me with his
genuine desire for truth without prejudice and his almoss
innocent sense of wonder at the things he and the Mas-
ter discussed and accomplished, Also, [ must admit, 1
get a bit jealous when [ think of his experience being
Jesus' intimate feiend for over a vear and a half,

Ganid is introduced to us as a young man in search of
answers, Al first he was primarily interested in science
and the arts; he had no discernible thought toward spirit-
wal truths. But at Caesarea, only their second stop on
the way to Rome, he became curious about his tutor's
ministry: “Why do you occupy yourself so continucusly
with these visits with strangers?™ (*1431:1) This ques-
tian must have produced a smile when he remembered it
in later life. 1t brought about a meeting which chanpged
Bis life — a conference with Joshua the teacher in which
he beran to learn of the Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of all men.

[t was at the very next port of call, Alexandria, that
Ganid began the brilliant summary of the world’s reli-
gions for which we remember him most, His manuscripl
*_..was preserved in India for hundreds of years after
his death.” (714422 Obviously, [esus had turned Ganid
into an eager student in this short time, {Ganid's enthu-
siasm recalls my first serious contact with The URAN-
TIA Beolk. Like many readers, [ became anxious to study
it as much as possible in as short a time as was possible. )
Ganid learmed these teachings well, For Tesus tald him
that " '. . .yeu, my son, will be like this lighthouse when
vou return to India . . yvou will become like the light of
life to those who sit about you in darkness, showing all
who so desire the way Lo reach the harbor of salvation
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in safety.” " And as Ganid squeered Tesus” hand, he said
T owdll M [*1432:3)

While in Rome, Ganid was an assistant to the Master
a5 he went among his people. One day Lhey were on the
way Lo the library, as these two would be on every pos-
sible occasion. But this time, they immediately aban-
doned the visil to return a lost boy to his home. Ganid,
in contrast to our previous views of him, did not hesitate
in devoling his day te the boy’s welfare. He had begun
to live the life of a faith son. “And from that day for-
ward, for the remainder of his natwral life, Ganid was
conbinually on the lookout for lost children woom he
might restore to their homes,” (*1465:5) What better
definition of spiritual service can we need?

Lessons in Mercy

[t often takes a dramatic situation in life to bring a
deeper understanding of the ideals to which a faith son
or daughter is committed. The violent incidents at Fair
Havens and near Tarentum, and the meeting with the
wamen of Corinth were lessons that mercy is needed
where punishment would normally be given, Even many
af Jesus” Followers today find the meaning of non-resis-
tance unsettling: even though millions claim to believe
his teaching on this subject, there is very little evidence
af mass practice,

By the time Ganid and Jesus parted, the young man's
total devotion to his Master and his teaching had rip-
ened. [n Antioch, Ganid had put his beliefs into action
by talking to a disheartened man aboul the Father's iove,
He told Jesus. " ‘1 will remembir vour teaching, but
most of all, 1 will never forget wou.” ” {*1431:6} he tald
fesus. He was true to this promise.

When | remember Ganid, the trait that always comes
te mind is his curicsity. 1t is this — the admirable man-
net in which he sincerely pursued the truth, whersver it
might be, without letting preconceived thoughts stop his
progress — that speaks to me most when [ run into my
mind’s own obstacles an the long search For the Father.
[t is important ba be constantly hungering for the source
af truth, beauty, and goodness. Only by aveiding this
staleness in a life dedicated to spiritual truth, staleness
which can only lead to stagnation and decay, will the
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Adijuster be allowed to Foster growth. As Jesus direcied
the natural inguisitiveness of Ganid in the direction of
universal values, Gonod, his father, remarked: ™[ pro-
pase to make a scholar or a businessman of my son, and
now vou start out to make a philosopher or philan-
thropist of him." And Jesus smilingly replied: ‘Perhaps
we will make him all four; then can he enjoy a fourfold
satisfaction im lite as his ear for the recopnition of human
melody will be able to recognize four tones instead of
one,”” 1°1465:7) What mare could anvane ask for than
to become a "four tone”™ person like Ganid?
tugene Frazier
Sarramento, California

THE MATCHLESS MOSES

While Tkhnaton was remarkable, Moses was matchless,
“[Despite the enticements of the culture of the Nile king-
dom, Moses elected Lo cast his ol with the people of his
father, . Mo leader ever undertack o reform and uplife
a more forloern, downcast, dejected, and ignorant growp
af human beings,” (°10535:0,7) This magnitcent world
teacher dreamed and realized an impossible dream.
Moses chose the low road of forty years of watchbul
waiting that resulted in the glorious, dramatic rescue of
an apparently hopeless people and in the savings of their
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priceless spiritual heritage, His life will forever serve as
a demonstration of how the frst will be last and the last
will be first,

His life work was characterized by a high standard of
excellonce and a mulli-faceted ability in problem-solv-
ing. A Melchizedek described him as being the single
.. .most important individual world teacher and leader
between the Hmes of Machiventa and Jesus,” (*1057:7)
A midwaver listed bMoses as one of seven of the world's
most outstanding human teachers, He was a versatile
and adaptable master of human behavior. He combined
skills of military ]l:.illJi,!:I’ﬁEti.rl. religious teaching, and
social erganization. This extracrdinary sct of talents
resulted from his successful wse of inherited traits, His
parentage was an Epyvptian-Semitic union, stemming
fram a highly mixed racial ancestry of good sources,
“Had he not been of this mixed type, he would never
have displayed that unusual versatility and adaptabilily
which enabled him to manage the diversified horde
which eventually became . .." known as the people of
Israel, [*1055:5) Moses was a grand example of what is
possible with a hybrid racal mixture based on sound,
healthy, superioe antecedent binlogical qualities.

His greatness was achicved by striking a balance be-
tweant the ideal and the practical. One readily admires
the heroic gualitics in Moses, Bub one is moved by the
charm of his wisdom, meekness, and faith. He earned
respect by matching hiz actions with his words, Yet, thiz
man of strong purpose knew how le compromise. He
was a Forceful leader who took the long view, He had a
strong mind coupled with a tender heart. He placed
work-importance over self-importance. He was sensitive
and responsive to real human needs. He made a lasting
contribution to the evolution of religion by accommo-
dating the best of the primitive beliefs about God held
by his people with the more advanced concepts of God
that he offered them. He wizely nationalized his religious
leachings, "Other men have had grester concepts ol
G, but noe one man was ever =0 successful inoinducing
large oumbers of people to adopt such advanced
beliefs," {*1000;8)

The bottom line for Moses was the saving faith that
can lind a way where there is no way, Moses knew thal
whon a person searches for God, he searches for every-
thing; when he finds God, he has found evervihing
Mloses was bold enough to act on the answers to his
prayers. The [aith of Moses expanded his mind, en-
nobled his soul, reinforced his personality, augmented
hiz happiness, deepened his spiritual perception, and en-
hanced his power to love and be loved,

Cherles Lmirerioe Olieen
Wirkertoron, Conmee el
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QUIET HUMAMN HEROES

URANTIA Book readers are aware of the outstanding
performance of Van and Amadon during the seven cru-
cial years immediately Following the Caligastia hetra yal
of Urantia, One is deeply impressed with Amadan be-
ause of his sincere portrayal of total lowalty to his im-
mediate assaciates and superiors who in turn remained
loyal to Michael and our Unjversal Father, The out.
standing leadership of Van and Amadon is atlested to
by their retention on Urantia for wark after the transla-
tion of the thirty-nine remaining faithful members of the
corporeal staff and fifty-five of their modified associates
at the end of the seven years of uncertainly coincident
with the arrival of the Melchizedek TeCeivers,

Van and Amadon were to continye their labors here
lor about another 162,000 years or until shortly after
the arrival of Adam and Eve, [n their enterprises they
were loyally assisted by a band of Andonites, originally
eighty-eight in number wha togethor with their descen-
dants became kaown as Amadonites, Despite this name,
a cultural-religious designation, they ., . were essen-
tially Andonites.” (*822.1) Beyvond being Infarmed of
their presence in Dalamatia at the outbreak of rebe]lion,
we know little of their evel of education, intellectual, or
religious development. We know they were totally mor-
Lzl, hence by our present day concepts, relatively youth-
ful, in all probability. We can assume they were quite
primitive and short-lived,

If we compare them with the members of the corporeal
staff of the prince and their original one hundred maod;-
tied Andonite associates, startling differences appear.

The one hundred members of the corpareal staff were
material but superhuman beings whose souls had been
transplanted into human bodies Fabricated for the pur-
pose, and into which had been implanted a portion of
the life plasm taken from each of one hundred Andonite
danors, Previous to arrival on Urantia they had been
provisional citizens of ascendant status on ferusalem
and had been personally selected by Caligastia. One fact
stands out. None had Fused with their Adjusters, Each
Was a one-time mortal, and none were from the same
planat,

At the time the one hundred Andonites donated 2
purtion of their life plasm. the Life Carriers introduced
into each Asdonite donos bedy .. ." the complement of
the system circuits. . ." (*745:6) This Was 3 Very prac-
tical consideration. It enabled these madified Andonites
t0 live on and on with the members of the corporeal
stalt and thus preserve their rccumulating life ex-
periences as attendants to the latter. At the outbreak of
the rebellion, each had accumulated 300000 Years of

close experience with the personalities of Dalamatia,

It is not given to us in cur present life circumstances
to see or lislen ta the speech of a brilliant Lanonandek
Son, We thus have na concept of their high intellipence
or intellectual FAuidity, their sophisticated logic or ra-
tionale er argumentative assests, That all of these must
be outstanding is enly too well lustrated by the fact
that Caligastia and Daligastia were able to use their
talents so well in the perversion of their universe Fespon-
sibilities to ensnare 60 members of their corporeal staff
and 44 modified Andonites in their web of deceit and
treason Lo all,

By contrast, the work of Van and Amadon in keeping
88 totally mortal Andonites from rebellion stands oyl
considering the tremendous odds which they Faced, in-
cluding those incorporated by the presence of Lucifer as
head of the opposition.

The purpose of this writing, however, is to give highly
honorable recognition to the 88 simple, primitive, mostly
unlettered, certainly quite iznorant by our standards,
men and women of the Andonite hand who rermained
faithful, They remained so in the face of defection of 44
of their own highly favored tribesmen and tribeswomen
and &0 of the superhuman corporeal stafl and despite
the impressive, brilliant intelligence and authoritative
stances of Caligastia and Daligastia, with all their softh-
istries and rationalizations. Truly quict human heroes.
We will someday look for the portrayal of their courage
and fidelity on the panoramic history exhibitions on
lerusalem,

Aronyrens

NORANA

The Norana episode &5 a gem of a story and could be
cempared ta a dramatic one-act play, Norana and lesus
are the stars with the others as supporting playvers.

Norana's great love for her afflicted daughter could
be compared to Jesus' greal love for mankind. Nor Were
the apostles without love, They loved Jesus and were
teving to protect him from intrusion. but they did not
vel share his Jove for mankind.

Morana upset them, She was as determined to see Jesus
as they were to protect him. St did not show proper
respect for the ecclesiastical authority, their racial su-
periotiby or even their maseuline superiority. [ wonder
il they would have been as rude to a Gentile man? Al
any rate, she irked them. Yet she herself was nof dis-
couraged by their rudeness.

It one were o rewrite the story, how could the apostles'
behavior be improved? Would they deal more kindly
with maother and child, peshaps pray for the child, or
tVen go and tell Jesus about the prablem? But they swere
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confused about many of Jesus' teachings, and he was
able to wse this happening as an object lesson,

There must ke something we can learn from this,
whether we find ourselves in the position of the apostles
or the mother, Can we cefrain From taking ourselves tao
seriously even while taking the gospel seriouslyT

MNorana's sense of humor appealed to Jesus for he too
had a sense of humor and he was sorry that his apostles
had = little of it, ‘I""":'-HI:'- fhﬂ,r D»:‘:|u.|d be of gl:‘!ll.'ld chesr
when things were going well.

When an apostle referred to her as a Gentile “dog,”
Marana retorted that she was at least "a believing dog."”
("1735:2}

Jesus was listening, unseen, bo all this interchange,
Surely we, too, have unseen listeners as we play our
parts im the play that has been running since bree will ap-
peared on our earth.

Though Merana played a sympathetic part, she was
not withaut fault, She had been informed that Jesus
needed rest, And he asked her to tell no one about her
davghter's healing. But she hesded none of this. Both
Morana and her dauchter proclaimed the news of the
healing throughout the area, So great became the com-
motion that Jesus and his assodates were forced to
change plans and move elsewhere,

This brings to mind the life plans our Thought Adjus-
ters have made for each of ws and how our not listening
to them may cause them to change their plans for us,
always with the same goal in mind, Surely, changing
plans has lons been the story on this “world of the
cross.”

—ndia Margare! Sperry
Honaunan, Hawxar

THE APOSTLE ANDREW

We read of many admirable human beings in The
[FRAMNTLA BI:I-HIJI:'I. kit HY Favorite hag .i'|.|w."|.].'5- b b
apostle Andrew, While I can respect his innate intelli-

genee and administrative ability, | am most drawn to
that quality of human understanding that he possessed;
and T am convinced that this was his most outstanding
character achievemnent.

Perhaps because he understood them so well, Andrew
was an expert judge of men, In the most momentous
decision of his life, he approached Jesus and offered to
follow him, before [esus even asked him. Immediately
thereatter, he brought Simon Peter to Jesus and was re-
sponsible for keeping him with the apestolic corps, An-
drew was the only apostle to suspect that there was a
problem with Judas long before the actual betrayal. But
“Andrew's great service to the kingdom was in advising
Peter, James, and John concerning the choice of the First
missionaries. . .and also in counseling these early
lescers about the organization of the administrative af-
fairs of the kingdom."” {*1542:7]

[ have often wondered if Andrew ever regretted not
being able to enjoy the close companionship with Jesus
that Peter, James and Tohs had, If 20, thers is no evi-
dence of it. He consistently demonstrated patience; he
was stable, a well-rounded personality,

And he must have been easy to talk to. The apostles
sought his counse] and guidance frequently. Someday 1
would like to talk to Andrew myself, and [ look forward
to meeting him during the morontia career,

—Lincla Busalli
Pitesburgh, Peamsylornia

IN THE FUTURE

How do you feel vour seraphic guardian functions in
your life? Can you think of any world activity or mo-
ment of history in which one of the twelve corps of mas-
ter seraphim of planetary supervision might have taken
special part? IF you would like to contribute an article
on the seraphim, particularly those aneels dealing with
the mortal phase of our existence, please let us know.
The Editars

"The wealk indulge in resolutions, but the strong act. Life is but a day's work — do
it well. The act is ours; the consequences God's.” (*556:13)




