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PATTERNS OF PREDICTABILITY

When a new idea first appears it may seem simple and
formless, mainly because we have not yet begun to
realize s many facets, Greater exposure someotimes
reveals a complex and seemingly unrelated profusion of
clements inherent in this originally simple concept
Whal was at first a hazy and amorphous totalite takes on
the appearance: of chaos and confusion. Finally, the
cbservation of certatn patterns and the groawth of under-
standing bring into focus the unifying factors which kait
these diverse elements into & single fabric,

One of the functions of research is (o look for patterns,
or regularitios, in an unkaown wniverse, The validity of a
pattern, once observed, may be tested by ils “predict-
ability,” the capacity to describe unobaereed phenamena
from those which are perceived, Many of us find, how-
ever, that the patterns which are within the grasp of our
limited senses do not allow us 1o project a clear image of
the spiribual realm, Thus, without revelatios, this di-
mension would Tie maimlby uncharbed,

Through revelation we are assured that ™ ., the
universe is wiolly and ever |..'|'.\'-.1|_'|idir|‘!; and un_l:.:l.i_l_ingl}'
dependable.” (*1738:2) This statement applies to spiri-
tual realitios just as much as it does o the more familiar
physical propesties of the universe, “There are just as
certain and reliable laws in the spirit world as ebtain in
Lhe material sealms.” (*5035:2) Even the duality between
these two worlds is limited; ™ ... while in practical
application the Llaws of nature operate in what seems Lo
b the dual realms of the physical and the spiritual, in
reality they are one. The Firsl Source and Center is the
primal cause of all materialization and at the same time
the first and final Father of all spirits."” ["481:5)

Dcity is umity, and the closer our conceplions and
understandings come to Desty, the clearer become the
connecting strands between the diverse and incompre-
hensible images which constitute our early exposure to
the tetal spiritual mosaic, The initial glimpses form a
tanfalizing puzzle which can only be resolved in the light
of unified reality. "But the divine mechanism of the
universe is altogether too perfect for the scientific
methods of the finite mind of man to discernoeven a trace
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of the dominance of the infinite mind.” { *461:6) To truly
comprehend the patterns of realily we must become
God-knowing, and thal soal lies st the distant end of a
leng ascension. Predickability, like wisdom, is the in-
creasing ceward of amoetermal carcer,

. .
—Pefer anil Erlerm Laurence

PATTERN PERSOMNALITIES

The Eternal 5on is the pattern pemonality, but only the
Uniwersal Father—the ancestor and source of Lthis al-
solute pattern—can bestow personality, "TPattern™ indi-
cates an original (a model, guide, or archetype), and since
the Eternal Son is the pattern personality, what an
excellent model for all personalities in God's universe,

Iattern personalities seem to be the first of thet
order—like the original pattern angel (supernaphim) of
Maradise and the original (first-bom) pattecn angel (sera-
phim} of the local universe. In Havona there are many
classes of '|:l.'|.|:|:-L':r|:|. |J-e':|:||_.',:: -.|4_'I:1:|.=|_|}' a1 paekiern |:.1_'ir.l_=| for all
personalitics inall universes, The outer ciecuils contain
patterns for time and space mortals’ geal attainment,

Persenalibies of the same series, order, fype, or padters will
be similar, but never exactly alike. Personalities on
Urantia do funchion in a framework of superuniverse,
local wniverse, and planet series, order, type, and pattern
of perscnalily, so there must be a resemblance of Urantia
personalitics, as compared to other planets, local uni-
verses, and even su BETLLIIVETROS, Fl.|‘r|'|-:_'-|_|j:|'| there may be
similarities, vach is exclusive and is further qualilied by
the material, mindal, and spiritual energies upon which
parsonality 15 bagtaveed,

Personalities may follow series, types, orders, and
patterns, but each is unigue, the only ane of its kind. Ko
bweo are alike, ever have been, or ever will be! Fersonali-
ty s an individual’s identity throughout eternily.

Every personality has a direct line to the Universal
Father through the personaliby circuit, in addition to
self-consciousness, and the priceless gifl of free will.
Sinmce each personality on Urantia (and throughout God's
universe) is original, it follows that each could be con-
sidered a “pattern personality.”

—Bereiaw Ellatt
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FAMILY PATTERNS

Cenetic families and study group families are bath the
workshops of Our Father. They provide adjustment of
the self 1o other selves. They allow for cultivation of our
Father's love through swhich Thought Adjusters, the
Si:li.l:'i.l: of Truth, and our other :-;psrih.lrﬂ henefactors may
help us achieve the uplifting of humanity.

The home provides the st opportunity for fostenng
fraternal devetion among members, Stody groups whose
members lovally seek to live loving service also find
themselves experiencing similar loving celationships, In
talking with his apostles concerning love and the family,
Jesus said: “The people of ancther age will better under-
stand the gospel of the kingdom when it is presented in
terms expressive of the family relationship—when man
understands religion as the teaching of the Rtherhood of
Ged and the brotherhood of man, sonship with God.”
(" 1603:5) We ars the people of another age,

Plature study groups, like “true” families, promaote
brotherly love apd the fuliillment of the "golden male” by
actively fostering the brotherhood of man revelation on
earth. This 35 a valuable achicvement. But [esus admon-
ishes his followers to love men as he loves us—to love
with a tatherly as well as a brotherly affection. [f we are to
represent [esus o our family of man, he expects us to
display the supreme reactions of fatherly affection—as-
sured faith and perfect love.

Char degree of understanding of universe reality is in
direct '|'.'||'|:|].'l|.'|-r+i.1.'||:|. to our faith efords to know and under-
stand our relation to our Father. [esus provided for us the
truth Fact that the Family pattern bs the best wiay to

THE
URANTIAN.,

Journal of URANTIA, Brotherhood
Fublished Quarterly by
URANTIA Brotherhood
533 r.'li'l.-'-l"-rn'_l.' F‘a rkwﬂ ¥
Chicago Hlinois #0614

Subscription Price: $3.00 a year
*All quotations within this Journal, unless other-
wise indicated, are from The URAMTIA Book and
are used with the permission of the URAMTIA
Foundation, the copyrizht awner,

The Journal itself is mot capyrighted and, except
for the restrictions neted, the dissemination and
use afits contents is encouraged,

Warmest regards — the editors,

illustrate man’s relation to God,

In well develeped study groups we find amaong Faithiul
members the same expressions of the chaeacteristics of
“true™ [amily love which Jesus I'.lll'illt:,!d: ot ko his apos-
tles, Some of these facts are; provisions for compan-
ionship and lovalty, love and mercy, pleasure and secu-
rity, cducation and training, and provisicn for the futare,
These characteristics are developed in study groups
through the high levels of interaction and communica-
tion betwern diverse personalities who pool their re-
sources to advance in their inner spiritual Lives,

Through the smallness and personal intimacy of our
study group “families,” we individuals can frecly study
together the truths of The URANTIA Book and learn
much about how to apply those truths personally by
lovingly socializing and sharing them with humanity,
The family home and the study group atmosphere pro-
vide us a practicing arena in which to develop the
“startling affection™ and "amazing devotion™ to the lov-
ing service of mankind which Jesus demonstrated and
taught his followers to manifest,

[esus expects spirit-born mortals to be as one. As his
Spirit of Truth is in us, so are we one in him, As our
Thought Adjuster ia in God, sooare we one inoour Father,
Let us commit purselves to be as one in cur Eamilies of the
home, the study group, the human planetary Family; and
as one with our Universal families of time and space.

—Fitksy arni Tucky Hiwes

PATTERNS OF REVELATION

Unlike the many valiant souls who have promoted spiri-
tual truth in past epochs, we, the mortal disseminators of
the URANTIA revelation, have many advantages, some
bestowed, such as the Splrit of Truth, and some acguiced,
such as mass comeunications, and the power to view
history from hindsight, Because of our advantages, our
respansibilities are, in a sense, greater, and it 5 for this
reason that the writer feels the revelatory commission
has purposely given us much historical background upon
which to kaze our future decisions.

Crne o the most significant statements for evaluating
what has been done and what ought and ought nat to be
done in advancing spiritual truth is: “Always must the
religion of revelaticn be limited by man's capacity for
receptivity,” (7 100F:1)

Several thoughts may flash to our minds. Are we only
tor give what the traffic can bear? Compromise? Sell out?
This is Far From the intent of the Melchizedek author
Rather is he giving us a lesson derived from the long
evolutionary strugele of uplifting the spiritual life of
Lrantian civilization, To illustrate, let us look at the




experience of those who initinted or were teachers of an
carlier epochal revelation.

Pachiventa Melchizedek, incarnate as the sage of
Salem, is credited with fostering, directly or indirectly,
the highest truths of all major religions for the past four
thowsand wears, He was suecesshul as a spiritual teacher
bBecause he remained a spintual teacher, and did not get
involved as a social or political reformer. He would
always try to upstep religious practices gradually. Mever
did he say to the perople of 1950 B.C: “The idea of
sacrificing to God is barbarous! Rather did he gradually
try to improve the cult practice by offering bread and
wine a5 a representative sacrament; The crucial point is
that he respected the pecple, who, though primitive,
were able to at least come to some undeestanding thag
Cod and man could commumnicate on some level. and
have a persanal relationship. His historical disciples
illuskrate several “do’s” and “don’ts” In teaching ad-
vanced truths to evelutionary mortals,

The Salem schocl at Kish, in Mesopotamia, when the
teachers kept to their spiritual mission, were slowly, but
surely, refining worship techniques of the culture, But
when Mabodad, their leader, attacked the prevalent
practice of temple prostitution, the Salem group was seen
as setting themselves on a higher moral plane than the
(then} evolutionary norm. Mot only did they not ac.
complish their social reform, but lost their audience For
the spiritual mission which was their real reason for
being teachers,

In many ways, Moses bore an analagous relationship
to Melchizedek as did Paul of Tarsus to Jesus. This may
be seen by both teachers” ability to adapt higher truths to
the real mertal situation, While others, like Ikhnaton and
Abner, may have taught a higher philesophy and more
accurately reflect the letter of their inspirator's teaching,
it was the preat compromisecs, Moses and Paul, who
wiorked tirelessly to fulfill the spicit of revealed religion
by Bringing man closer to God and God closer to man,

Today, as evolubionary mortals, we are heirs of all
these teachers, as well as students of the URAMTIA
revelation. This new revelation has met cach of us, in our
owent Stbuation, in our cultwre, and as we are, otherwise we
would neither be reading nor writing for this journal.
Can we doany less than tedearn from thosa before ws and
wo on in sharing the Father's love with our brothers and
sisters in their sitwation, in their culture as they may see
it, and as they are?

=Dtk Schonberg
THE NEW CULT—Pattern and Symbol
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What is a pattern? On the lowest level of our perception,
we see it as a space-time phenomenon, the weaving of
relationships into a meaning. Aesthetically, this is the
relaticnship of colors, of textures, of sounds, Psycholog-
cally, it is the relationship of molives, of desires, of
actions. Spiritually, it is “unspeakable’ except through
symbals,

Paradise is the existence center of pattern. Maradise
itself is non-personal and patterns may be organizations
of non-personal matter.

Taking an object arbitrarily from our sensory experi-
ence, a stone, we see thal a stone inand of itself could be
non-living and non-organic, But if we use the stone as a
symbol, it Becomes the "Rock of Ages” and unfolds in
layers and layers of meaning until we perceive the
sirength of God=a personal quality. So have the imper-
sonal and personal been reunited through the symbol.

To grow a new cult, the soil is a new symbolism whickh
wiill bear the fruit of new patterns made visible in rituals,
slogang, or goals, In the cyclical process, these rituals,
slogans, or goals will wear out, drop to the ground and
enrich the seil of a renewed symbolism.

It seems much easier to understand this process than
to produce a result. One stumbling block to the produc-
tiom of new patterns is our conception of “sacredness”—
the cult must be “sacred,” the symbols “sacred,” the
ritual “sacred,” Any ridiculous thing will do as long as it
is “sacred.”

Instead of making religion a sacred part of life, let us
reverse ourselves and see the tobality of life as religion,
then we should see everywhere the patterns of the new
cult,

=Mdargarel Graves Gilbird

PATTERN AND PERFECTION

Because it would be impossible to deal adeguately with
such a complex and difficult subject as pattern in a short
article, [ asked myself what the principal meaning and
practical value of pattern is for me. In the first place it is
linked up with perfection, The presence of pattern is the
validation and justification of the divine mandate: “Be
you perfect, even as 1 am perfect.” How could our loving
Father demand his children to be perfect if that perfec-
tion were not already present as a petentlal?

The perfection that is being demanded of us here and
now is not absolute perfection, There exists variety in
perfection (see The URANTIA Book, page 3:6). Pattern
alser has its variety in phases. Paradise is the absolute of
pattern, Havena the perfection of pattern, The Supreme
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Creators project patterm in Ltime and space on ever
descending levels, but, nevertheless, pattern remains
pattern; it is always relatively perfect. The mercy of our
Universal Father warrants that there is always a perfect
balance betweeen what is demanded of us and what (s the
poetential for us, pattern, And at the same lime there is
the endless perspective: © . as 1 am perfect,” A mandate
of the God of love must be characterized by that love.
YWhat he demands of his sens he ..’I]:l'l.'.ll.l':f has given them
in potestial, Said the father te the elder brother of the
predigal song ™, call thak L have is thine.” His mandale is
really cur greatest privilege.

Faltern is oot o controlling force like gravity {sec The
LURANTIA Book, page 10:3). It more resembles love.
Love must be voluntarily ..'ICLI:!F:IH'IJ and returned, Che
cannot be forced to love, As the Father gives us his love
welthiont FI.".'-n’.'I.rIH 1T RpIIE 10G, S0 he offers us pattern fo
activate and actualize, the lure of sonship with him.

Pattern can conligure energies, armange energies, in
such o WY that these eneTgices take form after ]_1.:-|.|:!_1_l::'__
Then pattern is realized; the pattern-form is the reality of
pittern, But true pattern remains pattern, the potential,
inwisible, immeasurable, mysteriouns, never bestowed,
divine “force” behind the cesultant individual form. This
form can be material, mindal, or spiritual. To me, “waor-
shipful problem-solving™ is an example of patters real-
wation o the mind-level '\,'|'I1_Ti.|:|._:.1| hc_'.1|i|1r, an |_":-:11rn:_'|||_'-
on spirituzl-mindal-material levels,

On o whatever level the resulls of paltern activation
hocome t':t:'|'.||.'ri|.'|1-:'i|::-|-e:|. the true process ituelFis :.piriTl_|.1|
["attern can be activated by us only through faith. In this
phase of our caveer we are only Falth-sons of the Father;
and now and ever we can |.:-|1|1_|-' hawe H1|:|.5|.1.ip with him, In
worshipful communion the spirit-mind  acknowledi-
menl of |:l.!.|:11!||'|-;:|E"|‘I'E'|.'1i-:1|:|. bacames |il.-'i|1;:| truch. It is
important to know that patbern, perfection, is behind
everything, because this hfts us abowe the “praver of
petition® into worship, “the practice of the presence of
God,” to whem no problem exists.

Ideally, finding the contact with the Father should be
more impertant Lo us than the practical resulss, 1t 38 ned
for the "loaves and Hshes' that we try to atbain thai
“definite spiritual phase of true praver, which concerns
its receplion and recoanition by the spieitual forces of the
undwerse.” [*990:5) When fnding the Father within is
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“all” teous, we can endure the delavs of the ime-factor,
be patient wilh ourselves and our beothees,

—Henry Begemann

PATTERNS GREAT AND SMALL

Several times in conversation with friends lately, the role
of patterns has FH:Ii:IrIIL'I'j up. H}' "|'|.=I:1|_=r1'|:.'" | mean the
similar sitwations that persistently present themselves
far 1'|I'|.'.'.|.'_-.'5i5 and decision m Life, Since mYy AL intance
with The URANTIA Book | have credited the seraphim
attached te my case as having a hand in the reoccurering
pattern of life situations. Are the patlerns repeated
because | have not learmed some lesson pr-."_;g'u.h:_'d k-
fFore! 1s the opportunity for choice repeated because | did
learn something and should now demenstrate and
deepen the TR L af this -:':-:rll_'riq_'nn:'vl'-:‘ Is there some
chance of helping others learn in this persisient chal-
lenge? lerhaps any and all of these possibilities Tun
through the meaning-values of patterns, but the beauty
of the whaole was not apparent until [ turned again to The
UEANTIA Baok for some Lllﬂ\.l:rir..'ll:in:-n on the subject
Strangely, the paper | read was the one on the bestowals
of Christ Michael (#8119},

It was '|:ll:"'l.‘|‘ld|1!. inevitable that in :r_'.1-;:|i1'.|,=. .13;.1in abowl
the lives of our Uiniverse Father, 1 should breaden the
scope of my thinking, By volunteering to hive bestowal
lives he, Lo, experienced the pskieTn lessoms of evolu-
tionary participation, As an individual of seven different
arders he illuminaled and embellished the day-by-day
patterns of his service,

Whien ene stands up close to a great tapestry, one sees
enly one small part of the work—a piece of the border, or
maybe a single Bower. But when one stands back a ways,
the grand intent and design of the whole 5 revealed
Michael's bestowals portraved the will of the Supreme ta
Mebadon, Our value-choices weave the answering as-
cendant threads i the great work, Even on the primitive
sphiere of earth, we can choose B0 add our “earth colors”
and contribute Lo the supreme pattern of Goodness,
Truth, and Beauty woven on the immense, starcy loom of
Time and Space,

—Mdirrilen Hasck

"God is the first bruth and the last fact; therefore does all truth take origin in him,
while all facts exist relative to him, God is absolute truth. As bruth one may know
God, but to understand—to explain—God, one must explove the fact of the universe of

universes.” (*1125:2)



