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“ooo The athitede of umselfisit service of man and
intelligent worship of God should make all kingdom be.
fieoers betier wortd citizens, wiile Hee aititade of forest
citizenship and sincere dreookion lo one's leanporal duty
stonld help fo make such a citizen the more ensily reached
by the spirit call to sonship in the heavenly kingdom.”
[*1930:6).

SOME THOUGHTS ON SERVICE

Once upon a time, according to ancient myth, some of
the gods decided to visit earth, incognita, in order to
participate in a great festival, Disguised as humans, thay
mingled without attracting attention until they sat down
to the feast, There, at the banguet, the gods “blew their
cover”. Whereas men were gluttonously stuffing them-
selves, the gods were observed to be placing the most
delectable morsels im each other’s mouth—an action not
at all customary amang mortals.

Sharing is divine. Sharing is one of God's eternal
patterns, Furthermore, The URANTIA Book tells us,
“The doing of the will of God is nothing more or less than
an exhibition of creature willingness to share the inner
life with God ... " (*1221:2), to invite the Creator to
prarticipate in our creative life.

What is the ideal lite? One of loving service—service to

God and service to man, the one inseparable from the
other. God shares of himselF with me, and | can choose to
respand te this gift of love by living in the manner
suggested on page 1206 of The URANTIA Book, and so
beautifully demenstrated by the haster,
Surely there is no better way f0 serve my brother than Lhe
wiyy which serves God. My inner life, insofar as it reflects
my understanding and experience of Jesus” gospel of love
and truth, is the only real thing which T have to share with
others, The "secvice trails” and “happiness hiphways", of
which [esus spoke to Fortune, certainly lead through the
hearts of men, and [ perceive that there is inexpressible
joy attendant upon helping another in his “progressive
comprehension of reality™, bringing Lo him a measure of
Love, however small,

Another aspect of service, which inheres in the first
v, 35 secvice to self, that self of cternal destiny. [t s my
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responsibility to attain a high [evel of self-realization, of
self-mastery, and to pursue the concepts of divine good-
ness, Toward this end [ eequire vour help—that ™., | third
and sacred ebligation:” which [esus designated as “ser-
vice to the brotherhood of God-knowing believers”
(1930:3),

To give a possible example of this abligation, and to
complete what 1 hope has been descriptive of a form of
“circular simultaneity”, 1 ask vou to imagine The
URANTIA Book as a great feast spread before us. Will
you share your portion with mef Will you place in my
mouth the nourishing morsel which [ might not other-
wise taster

The time and place for service is always the present
moment, wherever that finds me. | would like to offer
youa condiment for the feast, one which enhanced, for
me, the flavor and fragrance of service. It 18 Martin
Buber's brief book, {available in paperback), Hasidism
mnd Modeen M, a lovely interpretation of the tradition
of the true helper,

—Mitriorie Reed

ONE TO ONE

There was a man once who achioved perfaction simply
by loving God and serving man. He didn’t set out to do
great things in the sight of man, only good things in the
sight of God,

To most of us it is not given to be great among men,
bub we can be well content to follow the example of
Joshua ben Joseph and strive to do good things in the
sight of God, Service is inherently personal, born out of
the sincere desire to do something good for the sake of
anaother, But service is also much more. It is the art of
giving of onesell, unreservedly and, most of all, imper-
ceptibly, As Jesus passed by, increasing in grace each ife
he touched, few remembered what precisely he said or
did. Some didn’t even remember what he looked like,
His secret? He was never motivated by the mere desire to
serve, but by a heant full of love for each person he
met—the desire to do something good for that person,
Sometimes restoring a blind man's sight, semetimes with
a pleasant “Good morming ... "
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It may well be true that every man is not ready to hear
the meszage of the pospel, but there surely is no doubd
that every man is ready to see an act of love—the spirit
and the substance of the living gospel

A Jone small candle may tremble with uncertainty
amidst the menacing winds of material inconstancy and
animal confusion, but Faith will shield its Aame and each
act of love strengthen its light against the shadows ol
human frailty, And if vou are like me, yet just one small
candle Hickering precariously, think how, topether we
can light the waorld,

—vlnry Srider
SERVICE—A PERSONAL VIEW

Service? Seemingly a common word; vel what does it
really mean? Pause and reflect a moment on what service
rmeans o vou and then read on as [ attempt 1o share some
thoughts with you.

As 1 tried to determine what service meant to me, an
carlier picture of myself flashed upon my mental viewing
sereen, The setting for the scene was anencounter with
some acquaintances with whom | had attempted to wlk
concerning The URANTIA Book. 1 had entered the
encounter with enthusiasm and an easgerness to share the
truths 1 had found, but | met suspicion and doubt., 1 left
with a sense of disappointment and misunderstanding,
asking myself, “why didn’t they believe me?”
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Mow, after some time and some thought adjustment, 1
think the more accurate question is, “why should they
have believed me?” Adter all, weren'’t there many indi-
viduals and groups who claimed to possess truth? Why
should anyone accept what 1 have ko say?

When [ asked the Latter question, | felt as though my
mind were a reservoir and the dam had been opened
allowing pent up thoughts to gush forth from seemingly
many directions and levels, [ remembered an acquaint-
ance with whom I didn't share commen values or ideas
but for whom 1 felt warmth because he had once been
kind to me when | was in need, | remembered some
psychological research which concluded that the type of
therapy used was secondary in importance to the ability
of the therapist to develop a sense of trust between a
patient and him=elf. Then [ recalled how Jesus laved to
do little things for people,

It seemed as though the pieces were beginning to fit
inte place and there was an air of mild exciterment as 1
sensed [ was about to discover a new ingight.

What I had realized 13 that before | could expect others
ter fisken to what | had to say, 1 had to befriend them and
develop a sense of trust, openess and honesty with them,
If ] could accomplish that, then, when the time was ripe,
they might ask the guestions which would allow me ta
introduce The UEANTIA Book teachings. Moreover, we
could exchange cur ideas in an atmosphere of peace
rather than in the suspicious, defensive atmosphere |
used bo encounter,

Asmy new insight was growing clearer, | recalled from
the teachings that to love someone was to desire to do
gerod to them and that to serve someone was to provide
for their needs. These thoughts helped me to realize
further that perhaps we best serve others when we are
good listeners instead of talkers, when we are Tesponsive
b others” needs, no matter how small, rather than doing
what we want to for them, which may only be placing our
own needs first, Often a single act of kindness may be the
most important seevice we can provicde,

£ Jesus loved to do little 1|‘|i|!'l|;5 tor people, then '-i-llrl_"'l'!l-'
it must be worth the eHort to try to understand the
wisdom of this approach. And did he not say that if we
wish to be great, we must learn to be of service to all?

—dichael Preintes
“. 1 Looets the owtworking of the aivine and inner nrge

af life. 1t is founded on anderstanding, murbured by
unselfish zervice, ard perfected in isdor, ™ (" 1898:5),
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gospel of the kingdone,” (*1930:2),
THE RUBBING PEBBLES

For growth and development, personalities need contact
with other personalities, much like sharp-edped rock
Eragments ground smooth by rubbing against one an-
other. Such a parallel suggests the divine intent that our
progress towards spiritual levels is closely allied with
sociability and co-operative endeavor, Chur increased
awareness of mutual dependence, personal waorth, and
altruistic service goals needs a behavior vehicle for cx-
pression- with others similarly inspired ..
logical motivation for the formation of study groups.
This assembling together of believers could well be
referred to as the “inevitable eventuality” of wides pread
dissemination of The URANTLA Book.

All of us to whom group study has become a regular
part of life may occasionally search to explain how it all
came about. Yet, even allowing for differences of specific
arigin, study groups form because it is pleasurable 1o
meet with others and share together these unwjue papers,
The viewpoint of another contributes to our own insight
and understanding, Some passages which we have diffi-
tulby with may become clarified by hearing another’s
explanation.

The papers state that we all become mere and more
like the Divine Beings whom we worship, Likewise, it
might follow that some traits of those with whom we
tome in contact may become a part of our cwn complex
make-up. Thus, with many personality types drawn
together by mutual interest in The URANTIA Book
papers, each gaing im some way [rom the very hetero-
geneous nature of the assembled personalities. We are
indeed influenced and changed by our associates. It is
just another way in which what we are today is preduct
of our yesterdavs, Likewise, by use of this beneficial
influence, we can wse today to enrich our tomarraws,

Appreciation of the true goodness in study Broup
activity can prove an adhesive force when problems and
disagreements surface to challenge and test the mem-
bership to rise above self interest for the benefit and
welfare of the group as 1 whole.

Like pebbles on the beach, washed back and forth by
the breaking waves, we can be worn more agrecably
smaoth and pliably co-operative by reoccurring personal
contact.

. thus, the

—Bermand Burion
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Editors mote: The study group is one of the fragile
cocoons inowhich the emerging divine conscicusness of
newly aware and transforming sons and daughters s
quickened by social contact. We hope that our inclusion
in this and future Journals of study group experiences
will encourage thought, discussion, and sharing.

STUDY GROUPS—A SAMPLING

There are as many different ways for study groups to
conduct thesr meetings as there are groups. A survey in
scme sections of the East resulted in these brisf profiles:

Group 1 begins with a moment of quiet, holding
hands. The weekly meetings are on Tuesday EVETings,
always at the same house; about 7 stkend, among them
several high scheol students. They are reading from the
beginning, one or two papers a week; each person reads a
section. Members may break in to discuss, and especally
to explore social and political implications.

Group 2 meets each week on Thursday evenings,
irecessed mosummer), and operates under a strict sched-
ule. Socializing fills the first half hour (7:30 to 8:00),
Reading starts wherever the last meeting left off; they are
going through the book from beginning to end. Leader-
ship rotates, and there may be questions and discussion,
Reading stops at 9:30 sharp, allowing only time to linish
the section. From 9:30 to 10:30, a topical leader presents
amy subject related to the book which he chooses, com-
plete with art, music and related other references. At
L0:30, there is a general discussion,

Group 3 is composed of 11 members who have been
URAMNTIA Book readers for some time. This group's
purpose is seripus, in-depth study of the more difficult
concepts. The meetings rotate among three central loca-
tioms; several members come long distances. A coordi-
nator serves the group in matters of communication
regarding time, place and assignments, The schedule
calls for & .M, Saturday evening, (after dinner), until any
hour, once every two months. Leadership rotates, and the
leader is responsible for an assignment for each member
one month in advance, The topic is decided by con-
sensus, and no time limit is set on any topic; it is explored
until "finished”, perhaps resuiring several meetings. The
book is read during meetings only where it refers sperif-
ically to the assigned topic.

Group 4 is quite small, meets every Tueadiy evening
with dessert, colfee and conversation first, and breaking
about 10:30 P M, Each member reads aloud as long as he
wishes; they are now in the Local Universe section.
Anvone may interrapt to guestion or elaborate a proank;
they may or may not finish a paper.
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Group 5 is composed of 6-10 people who meet every
Monday night. One person chooses a paper for the
following meeting; reading is shared around the circle,
any length up to a full section. They have recently
completed the Foreword, This group meets also each
Sunday night, not to read from the book, but to socialize
and share personal concerns, Sometimes the whole eve-
ning is one person’s life story. Their purpose is to better
understand what it means to love one ancther and to do
the Father's will.

Group & has tried various schedules, once or twice a
mn:irl_l:h, and once a week on Sund ay' afternoons, 1PN to
2 .M. is reserved for fellowship; at two, o brief prayer,
silent or spoken. A particular passapge is selected, each
person reading about a page, with breaks for discasson,
The whele afternoon may be spent arcund one point;
effort ta made to apply the concepts to daily life.

Group 7 has met every Thursday for 3 vears, ranging
in number from 2 to 9 people, There is always 2 warm-up
period of personal ministoy; someone has a problem or
there ls discussion of “What's on your mind?" The
choice of the paper to read is based om this rap sessicn;
members read arcund in tuen, aboul 3 paragraphs.
Mestings usually run from @ P until midnight, The
group is especially pleased with the very wide range in
ages ameng its members

Group 8 operates without a designated leader, and
meets once a month on a weekend, There are usually
7-10 present, Selection of a paper is made the evening of
the meeting, after a period of silent meditation and
praver, Members read around the circle, pausing for
discussion.

Group 9 is composed of four families, and meets
Friday evenings, twice a month, They ace reading from
the beginning, with occasional digression te a requested
paper. Each member reads a section; discussion is fre-
quent, and the paper is not always completed.

—Helena Spragiie

THE ATLANTA APPROACH

Introductory Study Group

Our introductory group is open to anyone wishing to
discuss The URANTIA Book. We will give some basic
insights into the contents of the book and be more than
happy to answer any questions. This session is designed
to provide an cpportunity for new or potential readers to
meet ather URAMNTIA Book readers, and ask questions
in an informal environment,

Regular Study Group

Anyone is invited to attepd o meeting of the regular
URANTIA Book study group. However, it ts requested
that all who attend be aware of the purpose of this group
a5 opposed to the beginning or intreductory group, and
the Work Group (below). The regular group is concerned
with in-depth study of The URANTIA Book papers.
Usually this growp has a particular paper planned for
discussion each night, This group Hows smoothly when
all those participating in the discussion are somewhat
Famillar with the book as a whele, It is requested of those
who are interested in attending this group that they take
it upon themselves to become familiar with the current
topic (paper) by (1} seeking to satisfy all general ques-
tions by raising them at an introductory group meeting:
i2) becoming Familiar with The URANTIA Book by
reading a good portion of it; and, (3} reading completely
the paper to be discussed before the regular study group
meeting.

Work Group

The work group is made up of people performing free
social service for those in need of physical help. QOur
approach 5 nol one of witnessing or even announcing
vur common bond. The work group is simply people
helping people. We have several options of service if you
feel compelled to help yvour fellow man, Some of us wark
ab these projects on Saturday: however, other davs of
service can be provided

—Rechard Hill

... The privilege of service immediately follows the discovery of trustworthiness.
... Service—more service, increased service, difficult service, adventurous service, and
at last divine and perfect service—is the goal of time and the destination of space.”

(*316:3,4).




