
Dear Friends, 
  
Below are the minutes taken from our T.D.A. meeting held @ UCLA on July 4th 2008. We are sending 
it out over the SocAdmin list and not just to those who were Delegates and Alternates of their 
Societies. The reason for this is to share openly, and involve as many of you as possible, with an eye 
focused on next years newly elected 2009 T.D.A, which, as we know, is coming up in a matter of 
months. 
  
But first........I must recognize this summers thrilling adventures.  Wow, what a great International 
Conference!  Beautiful on so many levels. The Plenary sessions were all so moving and well balanced. 
The Conference theme has continued to recharge my thought, word, and action. Thank-you all for 
bringing such a wonderful experience deep into my heart, where the imprint of survival value lives. 
May the "fruit" of this time together result in newly discovered commitments of service......to love one 
another. 
 
Anthony Finstad 
 

THE URANTIA BOOK FELLOWSHIP 
2008 Triennial Delegate Assembly 

July 4, 2008 University of California Los Angeles 
 
Twelve Societies of The Urantia Book Fellowship were represented at the 2008 Triennial Delegate 
Assembly meeting held on the UCLA campus during our International Conference.  Anthony Finstad 
continued as Chairperson of the meeting.  Jackie Koury remained as the Secretary.   
 
Those in attendance included: 
(D) Delegate (A) Alternate 
 
The First Society for Readers of The Urantia Book David Kulieke (D) Barbara Newsome  (A) 

The First Society of Los Angeles Gerald Dalton (D) 

First Society of Oklahoma Michael Challis  (D) 

Orvonton Urantia Society Bob Buselli  (D) 

Golden Gate Circle for Students of The Urantia 
Book 

Delores Nice (D)  Stephen Zendt  (A) 

Rocky Mountain Spiritual Fellowship Paula Thompson (D) Lenny Cowles  (A) 

Northern Light Society of Alaska Anthony Finstad (D)  Jackie Koury  (A) 

Heart of America Society David A. Hughes  (D) 

Urantia Book Society of Greater New York Karen Larson  (D)  Emilo Coppola (A) 

Grand Canyon Society  Beth Wenger  (D)  Jim Rhoades   

 (A)First Wisconsin Society for Readers of The 
Urantia Book 

 Mark Kulieke  (D) 

The Urantia Society of North Texas David Glass  (D)  Nancy Johnson  (A) 
 
Those Societies who were represented at the 2006 or 2007 Triennial Delegate Assembly but were 
unable to attend this year's session are: 
  
~  Society of Glenview  ~  Fort Wayne Society  ~  Connecticut Fellowship for Readers of The Urantia 
Book  ~  First Urantia Society of Houston 



  
The meeting was called to order. The reconvening of the 2006 T.D.A. 
  
An opening prayer was led by Gerald Dalton - 
  
We passed out copies and reviewed the Minutes from the 2006 and 2007 T.D.A. meetings. 
The changes that were made to the 2007 Minutes came from the question "what is the official name of 
our Society?"   
We then voted unanimously to approve the amended Minutes.  
Please review the list of Societies and let us know if additional changes are necessary.  
  
The next order of business was to review the Resolutions, Motions and Acknowledgments that we 
drafted and sent forward from our two previous meetings.  We've had the advantage during these three 
meetings of having six members of the General Council be a part of the T.D.A.  This immediate 
interfacing has helped us with direct answers to the current status of our work.  Many thanks to 
Paula, Lenny, Dolores, Michael, Emilo, and Nancy. 
  
Update on Resolution # 1 (T.D.A. 2006): 
Submitted by Urantia Book Los Angeles Society 
Be it Resolved ~ that the General Council prepare and adopt a strategy to promote the teachings of El 
libro de Urantia and to foster and promote participation among Spanish-language readers in the 
United States. 
  
This Resolution has been well received by the General Council and progress is being made in our 
endeavors to reach out to the Spanish speaking readership in the United States. Many of our 
secondary works, (pamphlets, book booth materials, quote of the day calendar) have been translated, 
or are in the process of being translated.   
  
Update on Resolution # 1 (T.D.A. 2007): 
Resolution proposed by The First Society for Readers of The Urantia Book 
Be it Resolved ~ that the General Council would set up a procedure for the Triennial Delegate 
Assembly to fill any vacancy of the General Council during the next session of the Triennial Delegate 
Assemby.  
  
In discussing this Resolution, and having had two vacated seats filled by the General Council since 
our last T.D.A. meeting, we came to a general concensus that the General Council can more easily fill 
these seats until the next officially elected T.D.A. meets (which is always the year following the 
International Conference). 
  
As a result of this discussion, and the responsibilities that we hold as Delegates and Alternates of our 
Societies, the following Resolution came forth:  
  
Resolution # 1 (T.D.A. 2008): 
Submitted by Rocky Mountain Spiritual Fellowship 
Be it Resolved ~ Society's Delegates will write a report with impressions and recommendations of what 
transpired during the past three years, which will be passed on to  next years T.D.A. 2009. 
  
The spirit of this Resolution clearly outlines our desire to improve communications at the Society level.  
We have a responsibility to pass down our experience so that our history is not rewritten every three 
years and that recommendations for new business be passed along to the new Delegates and 
Alternates. 
  
Discussion about Membership Project 9000: 
Lenny Cowles (Chairman of the Membership Committee), talked about the letter and list of readers 
names that he mailed out to each Society last year.  Membership Project 9000 is an effort to assist 



local Societies to increase their general membership rolls and thereby further disseminate the Urantia 
Revelation.  There were a couple Societies that reported not receiving this list (a second mailing will be 
sent).  There were some Societies that admitted to not taking any action as of yet.  Some Societies 
reported that they engaged in outreach efforts using their local area list provided.  The results of these 
efforts were met with the discovery of out dated information which Lenny admitted will be improved as 
he works with David Kantor using a new technology database (postal/ zip code formating).  We 
appreciated and recognized the on going efforts being made by the General Council to assist in 
growing our local Societies. 
  
  
Recommended Topics of New Business for T.D.A. 2009: 
  
1.  Discuss establishing a SocAdmin list that separates 'business' from more informal 'chat'. 
  
2.  Improve communications from our local Societies to the Membership Committee.  It was discussed 
that the Fellowship has a difficult time staying current with its 
     information regarding elections and changes within Societies.  Also, we talked about the need for 
Societies to be more actively engaged in the Resolutions and 
     Motions that they pass, not expecting the General Council and the Executive Committee to make it 
all happen.   
  
3.  Consider the meetings of the T.D.A. be held as required within our Constitution, but recognizing 
that the last two meetings (2007 & 2008) have been more on the order  
     of 'Society Conclaves', that were once was a valuable forum for sharing information within our 
diverse regional Societies.  We discussed the advantages of  adjourning  
     the 2009 T.D.A. and whomever can attend the Summer Seminar Sessions and represent their 
Society will participate in a Society Conclave.      
  
We ended our meeting with an open prayer of thanks and devotion........it's truly a thrill to be in loving 
service. 
  
The Triennial Delegate Assembly 2006 was officially adjourned. 
  
  
Many thanks to all of the devoted Delegates and Alternates who were apart of this three year 
experience. Our Fellowship is stronger from this journey. 
  
Also, may it be noted, that Executive Committee officers Linda Buselli, Doreen Heyne and our 
President Robert Burns were in attendance. 
Robert took notes and gave a fine summary of what he heard coming from our meeting.  Thank-you 
Robert for being such a good listener and leader. 
  
  
Anthony Finstad 
Jackie Koury 
Northern Light Society of Alaska 


