
S A N F R A N C I S C O B A Y A R E A

U R A N T I A S O C I E T Y

BRIEF REPORT ON THE 1988 TRIENNIAL DELECATE ASSEMBLY

URANTIA BROTHERHOOD Pres ident  Dav id  E lders  ca l led  the  meet ing  fo rmal ly  to
order at 9:00 AM Saturday morning, June 25. Al l  Dlegates from the eighteen Societ ies
were present.  One Alternate Delegate was unable to attend, but seventeen others were
in the meeting. Paul Snider of l l l inois,  a former President of the Brotherhood, gave a
thoughtful  and moving keynote address, summing up his ideas of what we are ai l  about
in the URANTIA Movement,  these days and on into the future. Marian Rowley, the out-
going Secretary of the Brotherhood was present for al l  the formal meetings.

After Paul 's speech, Dave Elders announced that he hadchosen Tom Kendal l ,  former
Pres ident  o f  URANTIA FOUNDATION,  to  lead the  nominat ion  sec t ion  o f  our  de l ibera t ions .
He was the Delegate from First  Urant ia Society.  Harry i r lcMul lan l l l  was selected to be
the chairperson for the resolut ions sect ion, to fol low the nominat ions. He was represent ing
First  Urant ia Society of Oklahoma. Both men were chosen because of their  experience in
handl ing group process and because they had attended a TDA in the past.

The formal proceedings were closed and everyone except the TDA Delegates and
Alternates lef t  the room. We were in the second f loor room where First  Urani ia Society
holds i ts meetings, at  533 Diversey Parkway. We convened informal ly with the eighteen
delegates seated at a long rectangular table running the length of the room and rhe Al-
ternates in seats direct ly behind their  Delegates so that they could easi ly confer.

Thir ty;1ix names were placed in nominat ion for the 1997 class of Ceneral  Counci l lors
out of which-nwere charged to pick twelve for nine year terms, one for a six year term,
and two for three-year terms. We placed the nominees in alphabet ical  order and began to
discuss each one. Having agreed that we would not comment in any way concerning any
nominee un less  we were  w i l l i ng  to  say  exac t ly  tha t  same th ing  to  h is  o r  her  face ,  our  de-
l iberat ions were constrained and honest.  Al though this report  cannot discuss what went on
in  our  d iscuss ions  o f  the  nominees ,  s ince  we agreed tha t  con f ident ia l i t y  wou ld  be  invoked,
i t  can be said that we were able to break for lunch and return to wrap that whole slate up
and s t i l l  have t ime to  nar row the  reso lu t ions  (some twenty -seven in  a l l )  down to  a  manage-
ab le  number .

We c losed th isday 's  de l ibera t ions  ar  8 :00  PM.
On Sunday morn ing ,  we aga in  took  up  the  reso lu t ions  and worked on  word ing  and

amendments, ref ining where i t  was fel t  necessary. Debate was handled with the use of an
effect ive system devised by Harry McMullan which l imited debate pro or con to certain
def in i te  t ime per iods .  Th is  l im i ta t ion  a l lowed us  to  cover  a  remarkab le  amount  o f  debate
in an eff  ic ient and thorough manner. And, i t  sped us through our task without the rancorous
and content ious atmosphere created at other TDA's in recent memory.

By just before noon, we had reconvened formal ly to submit the resolut ions to Dave
Elders so that he could then carry them on to the Ceneral  Counci l  meet ing scheduled for
the  fo l  low ing  week-end.

H igh  idea ls  and good behav io r ,  p lus  a  remarkab le  amount  o f  good humor  and earnes t
ser iousness  a ided a l l  o f  us  in  what  migh t  o therw ise  have been an  arduous task .  l t  was  an
honor to serve with such a group of women and men from al l  over the United States. And,
s ince  i t  was  the  las t  such ga ther ing  be fore  the  new in te rna t iona l  Soc ie t ies  beg in  to  send
the i r  de legat ions ,  and a lso  because i t  was  the  la rges t  ga ther ing  o f  i t s  k ind  ever  he ld ,  i t  had
a spec ia l  sense o f  a  pause in  the  migh ty  t rans i t ion  pa t te rn  wh ich  the  Bro therhood has  begun
to  assume as  i t  g rows and becomes more  t ru ly  wor ld -w ide
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