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PREALBLE

Bolieving that the comfort, happinoss and well being of mankind will be
enhanced by knowledge of the truths expressed in the UXANTIA PAPER3 and that the
spreading of these teachings among all peoples ean best be accomplished through
the mutual efforts of a body of people working together for a common ‘cause,
we do hereby join together as a voluntary assoeiation and fellowship for the
purposes hereinafter expressed under the name of THZ FIRST URANTIA SOCIETY CF
105 ANGuL.S5 and we do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution for TH.
FIRST URASTIA SOCIZTY OF LO5 ALGELES,

ARTICLs I
NAL

The name of this association shall be TEZ FIRJST URANTIA SOCIETY OF LO35
AGELES, CALIFOR.IA.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

The purposes of THL FIRST URANTIA 30CIETY OF LO3 ANGILIS are the study
and dissemination of the teachings of the URA.ITIA BCOK; the inculeation and en=-
couragemsnt of the realization and appreciation of the Fatherhood of God and
the Grotherhood of ..an in order to increase and enhance the comfort, happiness
and well-being of man as an individual and as a member of society through the
mediun of fraternal association, ever obedient to the laws of this country and
to the regulations of URANTIA BROTHURHOOD,

ARTICLE TIIT
.2 PIRSHIP

Secs 3~-1 Any person who shall, as adjudged by this Urantia Society,
evidence a desire and willingness to learn and understand the teachings of the
URANTIA BOOK and who shall declare his willingness to accept this Constitution
and the Constitution of URANTIA BROTHZIHOOD shall be eligible for membership
in this Society.

wombership in or affiliation with any church, religious organization
or fraternal society shall not disqualify a candidate for membership in this
society. Such candidate shall have attained the age of fourteen (14) years
and shall be a resident in good standing in this commnity and in this country.
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Any person, upon becoming 2 member, shall, ipso facto, become a member
of URANTIA BROTHERHOOD,

Sec. 3-2 Application for Membership #ormal application for membership
in this Urantia Society shall be made in writing by the candidate to the 3scre-
tary of the iembership Committee in such form as may from time to tiie be re-
quired by the liembership Committes.

3ec, 3-3 Initiation of iembers A candidate shall be received as a
member of this Urantia jociety by one (1) or more rembers of the riembership
Committee in the presence of any officer of this Urantia Society. The ceremony
of initiation shall follow the suggestions for procedure as outlined by the
Charter Committee of URANTIA BROTHIRHOOD, Upon the completion of these cere-
monies. the Senior Cfficer present shall declare the candidate to be a member of
this Urantia society and also a member of URANTIA BROTHLRHOOD.

Sec. 3-4 Record of lembership A permanent record of each member shall
be made, kept and preserved in the manner prescribed in the Py-Laws of URANTIA
BROTHLRHOOD

sec. 3-5 Iransfer of iembership A member shall have the right to
transfer his membership to another Urantia society upon obtaining the consent
of the other Society and complying with the requirements of the SZy-Laws of
URANTTA PROTHOIRHOOD,

sec. 3~6 ixpulsion ilo member shall be expelled from membership in
this Urantia Society. unless, as adjudged by the 3ociety, the attitude. con-
duct or influence of such member shall be prejudicial to the interests and work
of the Society. Upon the expulsion of a member he shall cease to be a member
of URANTIA BROTHEZRHOOD, except as provided by appeal to URAATIA BROT iRHOOD.

ARTICLE IV

GOV ER.ENT

The Government of this Urantia Society shall be of the congregational
form of organization, knowm as The Assembly of the Society and fully autonomous
in all matters of its governiment and activities including the determination of
its membership, except as limited by the Constitution of URA/TIA PROTHIRHOOD.
Its officers shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Jecretary, a Treasurer
and such other officers as may be determined by the By~-Laws of this Urantia
society.

: The Jecretary-General of URAITIA BROTHIRHOOD shall be notified of the
names and addresses of the officers of this Society within thirty (30) days
subsequent to their election.

ARTICIE V

TH: ASSSMBLY OF THI S0CISTY

Sec. 5=1 Informal ieetings The members of this Urantia Society may
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hold informal meetings for the purpose of studying the URA.TIA BOCK or for any
other purpose at such time or times as may be determined from time to time by
an affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum at any Formal Meeting. At such
Informal Meetings so established, this Urantia sSoclety may extend welcome to
non-meuber students of URANTIA BOOK and to other interested visitors.

Sec. 5-2 [Pormal Meetings The attendance at Formal leetings of this
Urantia society shall be restricted to members in good standing and such meet-
ings shall constitute 'The Assembly of the Society . Such Formal rieetings shall
be as follows:

(a) Regular Annual Meetings A regular Annual Meeting of the members
of this Urantia Society shall be held once each calendar year at its
usual place of meeting or at the time and place designated by the
Governing Committee, !/ritten notice of such Regular annual reeting
shall be posted at least fifteen (15) days prior to such meeting at
the usual place of meeting of this Society.

(b) 3pecial ieetings Special meetings of the members of this Urantia
Society may be called at any time by the Governing Committee or upon
the written request of twenty (20) percent of the members. Ilotice
thereof shall be given as required in the case of the Regular annual
teeting but such notice shall also state the purpose or purposes for
which such Special Meeting is called,

(¢) Triennial :eetings at any time after the receipt of a notice '
from the Secretary of URAUTTIA BROTHLRHOOD setting the date of a meet.- i
ing of the Triemnial Delegate Assembly (pursuant to the Constitution
and By~lLaws of URANTIA BROTHIRHOOD) but not later than sixty (60)
days before the date of the called meeting, a meeting of the Assembly
of the society shall be held for the purpose of electing one (1)
Delegate and one (1) Alternate Delegate to such Triennial Delegate
Assembly. The nouination and the election of such Delegate and Alter-
nate Delegate shall be in accordance with the provisions for the
election of officers in Article VI of this Constitution. The jecre-
tary of this Urantia Jociety shall notify the Secretary of URANTIA
BROTHERHQOD of the name of the Delegate and of the name of the Alter-
nate as provided in the Constitution and the By-lLaws of URAWNTIA
ZROTHIRHOOD,

Sec, 5-3 Quorum A quorum at any meeting of the Assembly of this
Urantia Society shall consist of a majority of such members, but a lesser
number may meet and adjourn. The presiding officer at any meeting may vote
only in case of a tied vote. any question presented at any meeting of the
Assembly of the Society at which a quorum is present shall be decided by a
ma jority vote except as provided otherwise in this Constitution.

3ec. 5-4 Powers The Assembly of the Society shall have the following
powers:

(2) All powers which are not specifically conferred upon the Officers,
the Governing Comiittee, the Hembership Committee and such other
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Standing,Comnittees as may, from time to time, be established, and
which are not prohibited to the Assembly of the Society by this Con-
stitution or any amendment thereof, may be exercised by the Assembly
of the Society.

(b) The Assembly of the society shall have the power to and may adopt
By~iaws which shall be known as the By-Laws of The iirst. Uranbia
Society to make effective the terms and provisions of this Constitu-
tion and to rezulate the conduct of this Urantia 3ociety.

(¢) The Assembly of the Society shall have the power by By-law to

delegate its authority and powers. or part thereof, to the Governing

Committee and to revoke such delegation at any time. ¢
ARTICLE VI

DUTLAS OF ORFICERS

sec, 6-1 Llection The Officers shall be elected by the Assembly of
the socisty at its Regular Annual Meeting and shall hold office for a term of
one (1) year and until their successors are duly elected and qualified, The
election of Officers shall be by secret ballot from candidates nominated for
each office by 2 fominating Committee appointed by the Goverming Committee,
or from the floor, and a candidate receiving a majority of the ballots cast
shall be declared elected to the office for which he was nominated. ‘/hen -
ever it shall be necessary to cast more than one (1) ballot, the candidates
for office shall be restricted in each succeeding ballot to the two (2) can-
didates receiving the highest nusber of votes on the preceding ballot, or,
in the case of a tie by three (3) or more candidates, then to the candidates
so tied.

Sec. 6-2 Prosident The President shall be the principal executive
officer; he shall preside at all meetings of the Assembly of the Society and
of the Governing Committee; and he shall have such other vowers as may from
time to time be conferred or imposed upon him by the By-iaws of this Urantia
Society. or by the Assembly of the 3ociety, or by the Governing Committee.

Secs 63 Vice-President In event of the inability of the President
to aet, the Vice-President shall perform the duties and exercise the powers of
the President in his place and stead; and he shall perform such other duties
and exercise such other powers as may from time to time be imposed upon hin
by the Governing Committee and the President.

Jec. 64 Secretary The Secretary shall keep and preserve the re.-
cords of the meetings and proceedings of the Assembly of the Soeciety and of
the Governing Comuittee; he shall keep and preserve the official record of
the members of this Urantia Society; he shall have the power to certify to
the correctness of any copies of records in his custody and possession; and
he shall perform such other duties and exercise such other powers as may from
time to time be imposed upon him by the Hy-iaws. In the event of the inability
of both the President and Viee-President to act, he shall exerciss the
powers and perform the duties of the President. If no Assistant Treasurer is
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elected then the Secretary shall serve as the Assistant Treasurer.

Sec. 6-5 Ireasurer The Treasurer shall be the principal financial
officer and shall have general supervision and control over the moneys and
properties of this Urantia Society; he shall collect and receive all monsys
and properties due this Urantia Society; he shall render reports to the Fresi-
dent and Governing Committee at such times as either shall require; he shall
have the custody and control of, and shall preserve. Iinancial and property
records of this Urantia society: and he shall render a full and complete
final report on the financial affairs of this Urantia society and the conduct
of his office at the Regular Annual rieeting of the Assembly of the society.
If no assistant secretary is elected then the Treasurer shall serve as the
Assistant Secretary.

¢

sec. 6-6 Donds The Officers shall give bond in such sums and with
such sureties as may from time to time be required by the By-iaws, All such
bonds shall be payable to the Governing Committee of this Urantia Society.

sec, 6-7 Vacancies Whenever any vacancy shall occur in any of the
foregoing offices. such vacancies may be filled at any regular or special
meeting of the Assenbly of the society which may elect a successor or suc-
cessors to such office or offices, to serve during the unexpired term thereof.
from numinees submitted by the Governing Committee or made from the floor.

Sec. 6-8 Limitations of Officers Ixcept as in this Article provided,
no person shall hold more than one (1) office, nor shall any officer serve as
an officer of any Standing Committee except as provided hereinafter.

ARTICLs  VII

GOVERWING CQuu ITTIE

Jec. 7-1 Organization There shall be a governing Committee of this
Urantia Society to be known as the ‘'Governing Commdttee', which shall be coni
prised of the Officers of this Urantia Society and the Chairman of each of

the standing Committees.

Jec. 7-2 Qfficers of the Governing Committee The President of this
Urantia Society shall be the Chairman of the Governing Committee and shall
preside at all meetings thereof. The Secretary of this Urantia Society shall
be the Secretary of the Governing Committee and shall make and preserve all
records of the meetings, proceedings and actions of the Governing Committee.

Sec. 7=3 Powers and Duties The Governing Commdttee shall be vested
with the power to actively manage all the affairs of this Urantia Society in
accordance with this Constitution and pursuant to the pBy=iaws., It shall have
the power to veto or wmodify any act of any officer of this Urantia Society or
of any otanding Committee of this Urantia Society; it shall exercise the
powers conferred upon it by this Constitution; end it shall exercise such
other powers and perform such functions as may be conferred upon., or delegated
to, it by the Assembly of the Society. The Governing Comtittee shall have
absolute control over all property of this Urantia Society, and complete legal



i

title to all property of this Urantia Society shall be vested in the Governing
Committee unless the Governing Comuittee shall direct that the legal title to
any or all such property shall vest in one (1) or more persons. corporations,
or groups of persons as fiscal agents of the Governing Committes, The acts of
- the Governing Committee with respect to any property or property rights of
this Urantia Society shall in 2ll ways be final and conClusive and binding
upon this Urantia Society, but the Governing Committee from time to time may
delegate such powers or a part or portion thereof, or upon conditions and
limitations, to one (1) or more persons, corporations or committees.

Sec. 7-4 [leetings The Governing Committee shall aeet regularly
once each quarter on the second bonday in January, April, July and Uctober at
the hour of eight (8) o°clock in the evening if not a legal holiday but, if
a legal holiday, then on the next succeeding business day, at the usual
meeting place of this Urantia Society, or at such other place as shall be
designated by the President and Secretary. Special or adjourned meetings of
the Governing Committee may be held at any place or time upon the call thereof
by the President and Secretary. Iotice of such special meetings, and of
regular meetings where the place of such meeting shall be otherwise than the
regular meeting place of this Urantia Society, shall be given by the Secre-
tary to each member of the Governing Cowmrittee not less than ten (10) days
prior to such meeting, which said notice shall contain the time and place of
such meeting and the purposes of any special meeting. Iotice of any meeting
may be waived by waiver in writing of all the members of the Governing Con-
mittee,

Sec. 7-5 Juorum A quorum a2t any meeting of the Governing Comnittee
shall consist of a majority of the members of such committee, but a lesser
number may meet and adjourn. [lo notice of an adjourned meeting shall be re-
quired., All questions presented to the Governing Committee may be decicded by
a majority vote of the members of the Governing Committee present at any duly
constituted meeting. The Chairman of the Governing Committee shall vote only
in event of a tied vote.

3ec. 7-6 Compensation UMeuibers of the Governing Committee shall serve
vithout compensation, provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall
prohibit the payment of just compensation for services otherwise rendered
by any member. The Governing Committee shall have power to employ such persons
as shall be necessarv for the conduct of the affairs and business of this
Urantia Society and to cause just compensation for services rendered to be
paid to them out of the treasury of this Urantia Societly.

ARTICLE  VIII

STANDING COwu ITTIZ S

jec, 8~1 RElection and Term of Office .Jach Standing Comnittee shall
have five (5) members. They shall be elected at the Rzrular Annual Meeting
of the Assembly of the Society from nominations made by a nominating committee
appointed by the Governing Comaittee or from the floor. At the first election
of the members of any Standing Committee the Assembly of the Society shall
elect such Standing Committee meubers for the terms as follows:; one (1) for
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a term of one (1) year, one (1) for a term of two (2) years, one (1) for a
tern of three (3) years. one (1) for a term of four (4) years, one (1) for a
term of five (5) years and until their respective successors are duly elected
and qualified. Thereafter the Asseubly of the Society at each Regular immual
ileeting shall elect one (1) member of each Standing Committee to fill the
vacancy or vacancies of the member or members whose office or offices have
expired, such member or members to hold office for & term of five (5) years
and until their respective successor or successors are duly elected and qual-
ified. The election of mevbers of the Standing Comittee or committees shall
be in the same manner as provided in 3eec. 6-1 of this Constitution for the
election of Officers.

¢

Sec., 8-2 Committee Chairmen The Chairman of each Standing Committee
shall hold office for one (3jpyear and until his successor is duly elected
and qualified. Such Chairman shall be elected by the assembly of the Society
at the Regular Annual keeting immediately after the election of Standing Com-
mittee merbers. Aany member of a Standing Comtttee shall be eligible for
nomination as Chairman of such Committee by the nominating comittee appointed
by the Governing Committee or from the floor. The Chairman of a Standing Coine
mittee shall otherwise be elected in the same manner a2s is provided in 3ec.
6-1 of this Constitution for the election of officers, The Chairman of sach
Standing Committee shall preside at all its meetings and shall be, ex-officio,
a member of the Governing Comidttee. ihenever required by any officer of
this Urantia Society, the Chairman of each Committee shall give a full and
complete report of the activities of his Standing Committee.

Sec. 8-3 Committee Secretaries The Secretary of each Standing
Committee shall be appointed by its Chairman., Vacancies in the office of
Secretary may be filled by action of the Chairman at any regular or special
moeting. The Secretary of each Standing Committee shall keep a full and coi-
plete record of the proceedings and activities of his Committee and shall dew
liver certified copies thereof to the President at his request. In the ab~
sence of the Chairman, the Secretary will preside.

Sec. 8-4 Vpecancies in Committees Whihever a vacaney shall exist, in
the merbership or in the Chairmanship of any Standing Comndttee, such vacancy
may be temporarily filled by the President, by and with the consent of a ma~-
jority of the Joverning Committee. ;

Sec. 8-5 Quorwa A quorwa at any meeting of any Standing Comidittee
shall consist of a majority of the members of such Commitiee. but a lesser
nunber moy meet and adjourn. All questions presented to any Standing Comnit-
tee may be decided by a uajority of the members of such Committee present at
any meeting thereof at which a quorum is present.

sec. 8.6 Standine Comaittees There shall be Standing Cowrdttees
of this Urantia Society as follous:

(2) lembership Committee This Committee shall pass upon the
qualifications and eligibility of all candidates for membership in
this Urantia Society. It shall have the final determination of the
acceptance or of the rejection of all such candidates for membership
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in this Urantia Society, subject to the authority of the Governing
Commmittee. It shall participate in the initiation of all members in
accordance with 3ec. 3-3 of this Coustitution.

(b) Educational Committes This Committee shall be concerned with
the establishuent of otv.dy Clubs and the development of a School
Program for the dissemination of the teachings of the UL 'TIA ZO0K
and such other educational and publicity matters as the Governing
Coninittee may from time to time assign to it.

(c) Lospitality Committes This Committee shall be concerned with
the Social Life and activities, and shall provide plans and programs
for such entertainment or social affairs as the Governing Corlr‘zittee
mey from time to time determine upon.

(d) Finance Committee This Committee shall be concerned with ways
and means of raising funds for the support of the activities of this
Urantia Society and shall assist the Treasurer in the handling of the
* financial affairs of the Society. The Treasurer shall, by virtue of
his office, be the Chairman of the iinance Comnittee.

Sec. 8.7 Additional Standinz Committees The Assembly of the aocletj
may create other and additional Standing Committees from time to time by By=-
Laws adopted by three fourths (3/4ths) of all members voting in favor thereof.

Sec. 8-8 Temporary Committees The Governing L.oumn'btae shall have
the power by a majority vote to “establish one (1) or more Teuporary Comuittees
for the accomplishment of any particular purpose or purposes. The Chairman of
such Teiporary Committee shall be elected by the Governing Comiittee and the
members of such committee shall be appointed by its Chairman by and with the
consent and approval of the Governing Committee. Upon the accomplishment of
the purpose or purposes for which it was created, such Temporary Committee
may be dissolved after making final report of its activities to the Governing
Committee.

ARTICLE  TII

FINANCES

sec, 9=1 Treasury all funds, including money and other proverty,
received by this Urantia Society shall, upon receipt thereof, become a part
of the treasury of this Urantia Societiy.

Sec, 9~2 Disbursement of Tunds All moneys in the treasury of this
Urantia Society shall be deposited in such banks or other financial institu-
tions as the Governing Comrittee shall from time to time designate. o moneys
shall be paid out of the treasury of this Urantia Society unless and until
the same have been appropriated by the Governing Committee and all such dis-
bursements shall be by check or other written order. 4any funds in the treasury
of this Urantia Society, when deposited in any bank or other institution,
shall be so deposited that such funds may be withdrawm at any time by check
or other written order signed by any two (2) officers of this Urantia Society.
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Sec. 9-3 fiscal Year The Fiscal Year of this Urantia Society shall
be the calendar year.

Sec. 9-4 Investulent of Funds The Governing Committee shall have the
power to invest and reinvest the funds and property of this Urantia Society.
The CGoverning Committee may delegate the investment of the funds of this
Urantia Society to one (1) or more persons or corporations, with such limita-
tions and restrictions as it shall desire or deem appropriate and proper.

Sec. 9-5 Tithes This Urantia Society shall remit to the Treasurer
of URAJTIA BROTHERHOOD a tithe ten percent (10) of its gross receipts pur.
suant to the Constitution of URAJTIA BROTHIRHOOD and as defined in the By-Laws
of URATIA BROLLHERACGOD. ¢
ARTICLE X

AMEIDUINTS

Sec. 10-1 Procedure for imendment Amendments to this Constitution
may be made in the manner following: The Governing Committee shall adopt a
resolution. by the affirmative vote in favor thereof of two thirds (2/3rds)
of the entire membership of the Governing Committes: setting forth the amend-
ment proposed declaring its advisability. recoimending its adoption, and in-
structing the Secrstary to post a copy of said resolution in the meeting place
of this Urantia Society. At the next meeting of the isseubly of the Society,
if the same shall be not less than thirty (30) days from the date of the
adoption of the resolution, the resolution adopted by the Governing Committes
setling forth the amendment proposed, declaring its advisability and recommend-
ing its adoption, shall be presented to the Asseubly of the Society. Upon
the presentation thereof, the Asseibly of the Society shall vote thereon by
secret ballot for or against the adoption of the amendment proposed, and in
the event that two thirds (2/3rds) of the votes of the entire membership are
cast in favor thereof, the amendment shall then becoue effective and a part
of this Constitution. Zach amenduent to the Constitution shall be proposed,
declared advisable, and its adoption reconmended by separate resalution, and
each proposed amendment shall be submitted separately to the vote of the
Assembly of the Society.

Lo JJITHESS G1aRi0F, the undersigned have hereunto set their hands this
gavion ool CIORYS
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The Committee on By-Laws met at 78 17, Grand A4ve., Pasadena, on October 7. 1961,
and wrote the following 3y-lLaws, which were placed before and approved by the
Governing Committee and the General Asse.bly according to the Constitution of
The First Urantia Society of Los angeles. California.
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By<laws of the Tirst Urantia Society of Los ingeles

Article I Membership

Section 1.

Active uenbers of the Society ars those who have been approved by the
Governing Committee and who have pledged to support the Constitution, and who
pay the dues of one dollar per month. They will receive all mailings and are
eligible to attend all meetings and to vote.

Article IT Associates

Fe e

Section 1.

Urantia Associates are those who pay five dollars per wear for the
mailing privileges and for attendance at study group meetings and all general
invitational meetings.

Article III Standing Committess
Section 1.

The Chairmen of the standing committees of this society shall be
elected at the annual meeting of the Assembly as provided for in the Conw
stitution, with this difference only ~- a chairman of each comittes shall be
elected to hold office for one year.

Section 2.

Section 8 under article VIII of the Constitution, viz. on the elec-
tion and term of office of the standing comnittees shall be waived until such
time as membership of this society becoues considerably larger.

Section 3.

A progran Committee shall be added to the list of committees as pro-
vided for in Article VIII, Section 7, of the Constitution of this societr,

Article IV Informal Meetings
Section 1.
Four informal meetings as described in Article V, Section 1, of the
Constitution shall be held each year. including Jesus® Birthday lieeting on

August 21. These meetings. with the exception of the birthday geeting, are
to be held on Sunday whenever possible with a special guest program for each,



