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Wrightwood Series Debuts

N h
B

Pairick Yesh speaks to panclists al the
'v".-'rl%ht'.-.r-:h:-d ries, which focused on
uilding a spiritual fellmwship.

By Byron Belitsos

Two groups of invited panelists
recently presented inaugural seminars
on the topics of community and race In
the Fellowship's new Wrightwood
Series, Conducted under the auspices of
the Education Committee, the
Wrightwood Series is designed to foster
advanced research into imponant topics,

Marta Elders and fohn Lange ware among
lhase in aliendanoe.

using The Urantfa Book as a major
resource of study.

“Qur goal is twofold,” says Dan
Massey, chair of the Education mit-
tee, "One is to provide useful study aids
on topics of vital interest. The ather is to
stimulate continuing inquiry on these
topics among the readership through fol-

low-up presentations at local and
regional forums arownd the country”

Each Wrightwood seminar was held
in a two-day, roundtable format, includ-
ing formal one-hour presentations, infor-
mal discussion, social activities and wor-
ship. The weekend meetings at the
Fellowship's Wiightwood building fea-
tured readers with specialized expertise
in the topic, Panelists prepared papers
that will be published by the Fellawship.

The seminar series was launched in
early April with six wide-ranging presen-
tations on the topic “Bullding a Living
Tempie of Spiritual Fellowship.” The
second seminar, *Perspectives on Race
in The Urantia Book,” was held a month
later and featured four presenters. As if
10 underscore the timeliness of this semi-
nar, its ocourrence coincided with the
Loz Angeles riats,

The success of these pllot seminars
has prompted the Fellowship to extend
the series, and plans are under way for a
seminar on gender plus a second look at
the controversial issue of race and The
Urantia Book.

“The goal of the Wrightwood Series,”
says Massey, “is simply to Improve the
guality of discussion among the reader-
ship of concepts in the * (Related
articles appear on page 6.) &

FLOWERS Program Supports Reader Activities

By Byron Belitsos

Anew initiative — called the Fellow-
ship's Local Qutreach, Work, Effort and
Resources Suppart (FLOWERS) program
— has recently been implemented by the
Fellowship to foster activities of students
of The Urantia Book at the local level.

“FLOWERS represents an important
shift in organizational philosophy for the
Fellowship,” says Vice President
Marilynn Kulieke, “According to the old
madel, a body of people sat at the center

of the revelation, trying to maintain con-
tral. A better model, represented by
FLOWERS, would be to encourage and
support local activists, using the central
organization of the Fellowship as a
device to coordinate the dispersement of
funds and resources out 1o the field.”

Kulieke is co-designer of the program
along with David Elders, chair of the
Judicial Commitiee and past president of
the Fellowship, and Janet Farringion of
the Education Committes,

To the extent possible, FLOWERS will

make the resources of the Fellowship
available to activists in societies, study
BIOUpS Or SErViCE Broups. In return,
Elders explains, recipients of these
resources ane asked to view the fruits of
their supported efforis as the common
property of the entire reader community,
*“This might be done by sharing wit
all the experience or knowledge
gained,” says Elders, “or by plowing
back into the FLOWERS program a por-
tion of new funds generzted.”
Conthmued an pags 6




General Council Votes To Nurture Local Activities

By Melissa vWells

In a step toward Increased
decentralization of Fellowship activities,
the General Council voted unanimously
to approve the FLOWERS program at its
annual business meeting on June 26-27
at Lake Forest College in Lake Forest, 111
This new program allocates funds and
resgurces of the central arganization to
support initiatives of local societies and
stuely proups.

Druring the meeting, Fellowship presi-
dent Steve Dreier presented his annual
report, concluding, “Things are being
done in the Fellowship that have never
been done before, and there is no indica-
tion of unpleasant results. In fact, just the
reverse s true,”

Sara Blackstock, president of the
Golden Gate Circle Society in the San
Francisco Bay area, was elected o fill a
position on the Council vacated by Jim
Jjohnston, who resigned earlier in the
year. Melissa Wells was elected to fill

Johnston's pasition as chalr of the Publi-
cations Committee.

Other elections to committee posi-
tions included: Ellen Montgomery, Judi-
clal; Tom Choquette and Larmy Geis,
Charter; Eef Hoedemaker and Sue
Tennant, Fraternal Relations; Pepgy
Douglass, Domestic Extension;
Stephanie Shaefer, International Fellow-
ship; Matthew Block, Education; Nancy
Jabinsan, Publications; John Hay, Marta
Elders and Beth Barley, Finamce; and
Anthony Finstad, Special Projects.

Treasurer Joo Liszka reported that
donations are in line to meet this year’s
budget and that the spread of the base of
contributors to the Fellowship has in-
creased, “We are holding down our bills
and are in good shape,” he says. “We
encourage everyone to help the Finance
Committee bring in funds.”

Card Jameson, chair of the Fraternal
Relations Committee, announced that
the Fellowship has been approved as a
member of the Marth American Interfaith

Have You Made Time to Touch the World?

By Cindy Hopper

}rT'he cuunpt:ﬂ]ﬁm
is beginning to the
Fellowship's next
international con-
ference, scheduled
for July 31-Aupust
5, 1993 in Quebec, Canada. This is the
first general conference for readers of
The Urantia Book to be held outside of
the United States, and planners have
been hard at work to devise new ways o
make the conference filled with love, fun
and inspiration,

The conference site is the Auberge des
Seigneurs in St. Hyacinthe, located 45
minutes east of Montreal. A special shut-
tle will take attendees from the Maontreal
airport 1o the conference centre.

*Touch The World” is the theme for
the international conference, and each
day the program will feature a different
perspective of the theme that har-
manizes the four ways we interact with
the world: individual (mortal), group (so-
cial), supermartal (spirit) and supreme
{collective spirit),

New approaches in the conference
format include audience participation,
small group forums and a six-part inten-
sive study workshop which will require
preregistration.

A special program for families is
planned which will include workshops
and activities for young children and
1eens. A conference store will provide a
venue for secondary works such as
artwork, books and cassette tapes,

A gpiritual retreat is also scheduled
immediately prior to the conference,
*All of us crave a deeper spiritual expe-
rience, butwe seldom find time ta resreat
for more than brief moments of prayer
and meditation,” says Gard Jameson,
chair of the Fraternal Relations Commit-
tee, “A spiritual retreat Is a wonderful
way to feed r,r_mr soul, deepen your rela-
tionship with God, recharge your spiri-
tual batteries and rededicate your mati-
vations. It is a time to experience with
greater intensity the joy af warship, ‘the
highest privilege anci?:e first duty of all
created intelligences.’” (*303)

There is much work to be done in pre-
paring for this conference and volunteers
are needed. More information about how
to become invalved may be obtained by
contacting the Fellowship office.

Keep your calendar open for this spe-
cial event. Early registration forms,
praviding a discount on the registration
fee, are available from the Fellowship
office in Chicago. Act immediately o

| take advantage of the discount, o

Metwork (MAIN], which includes among
its members many of the world®s spiritual
leaders such as Catholic theologians
Hans Kung and Matthew Fox and
process theologian John Cobb. “The
group has no political plavorms,” says
Jameson. *This is a coming together 10
engage in spiritual dialogue.”

Following a synopsis of the develop-
ment of the Wrightwood Series studies,
presented by Education Commitiee chair
Drar Massey, the General Couneil vobed
unanimously to approve the principles
of this swudy format. The commitiee is
currently deciding on future studies, Two
ideas under consideration, says Massey,
are an investigation of the roats of the
fifth epochal revelation and scientific
rmaterials presented in The Ulrantia Book.

Dave Elders, chair of the Judicial
Committee, spoke of his committee’s ef-
fors 1o review the organizational struc-
ture of the Fellowship, as charged by the
Executive Committee following last
year's Triennial Delegate Assembly in
which a number of resolutions concern-
ing this matter were passed. Carolyn
Kendall has led a subcommittee on re-
searching the teachings of The Urantia
Book and historic materials 1o provide
apprapriate principles, patterns and
struciures. Steve Mcimtosh has been in
charge of another subcommittee that has
reviewed prevailing structures of similar

| Organizations.

The subcommittees plan to meet
together at 529 Wrightwood later this
year o create proposals of revisions (o
the organization based on a sudy of
accumulated materials. “Thesze

roposals will then be circulated to Fel-
owship members for comment,” says
Elders. *This process may Involve
amendments to the Constitution ranging
from making fine-tune changes to scrap-
|Jing it entirely and starting over. it will
ikely involve a chanpge to the way
general councilors are elected.”

The tally for members in the Fellow-
ship as of yearend 1991 is 1,222, com-
prising 929 society members and 293
members at large, This figure is a slight
increase from 1990 membership of
1,188, "we all know that flove s the
secret of beneficial association between
persanalities,’ not numbsers,” says Presi-
dent Steve Dreier, “As we remember
that, we'll grow.”

The mid-year meeting of the General
Council has been scheduled for late
lanuary 1993 at Boulder, Colorado. ©
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Summer Seminar Studies Cosmic Citizenship

By Cece Forresler

More than 90 persons
joined in the conclusion of a
cycle of six seminars themed
to study Parts 1-1Y of The Liran-
tfa Book, al Lake Forest Col-
lepe, near Chicago, June 27
through July 2. This study for-
matwas initiated in 1985, with
seminars held each two years
between triennial gereral con-
ferences.

This year's program — en-
titled *Personal Religion and
Cosmic Citizenship* —
focused on teachings in the
concluding half of Part IV of
The Urantia Book. Each day
started with a plenary session,
followed by two-hour morn-
ing and afternoon workshops.

Plenary speakers included
Mark Kulieke on “The Origin
of Personal Refigion™; Alison
Gardner an “Living in the
World: The Master Teacher”;
Francyl Gawryn on *Goals of
Cosmic Citizenship”; and
Steve Dreier on “Who do we
say that we are?”

As many as 36 workshops
wre conducted, covering topics such as
the power of humility, mansion world
reference frames, the effect of the gospel
on dysfunctional families, evangelizing
and Christianity’s problem.

Open mmtinﬁlﬁ of Fellowship com-
mittees were held during the seminar
week, along with a group discussion of
the seminar series in which opinions
ware solicited by the Education Commit-
tee for new formats of the event.

Additional activities included daily
worship services, a candlelight
remembrance supper and an imerfaith
thanksgiving, which was organized by
the Fratemal Relations Committee. The
interfaith session featured Swami Varan-
danada of the Vivekananda Society,
representing the Hindu religion, and
Dr. Assad Buscol of the American Is-

|
£

{o 1z Irene and Meredith Sprunger, Carolyn Kendall, Larry Bowman, Tarm Kendall, and Harold Schomas

enjoy goad fellowship at the Summer Saminar

lamic College. Spiritual readings and
prayers were featured along with music.
A worship service concluded the week's
activities.

A sing-along occurred one evening,
and impromgtu “sharing” sessions were
organized an several evenings for atten-
dees. An unexpected treat for the group
was the performance of a Schubert plece
by members of a French string quartet
who had performed at the nearby
Ravinia Festival and were staying on
CEMPUS.

The Education Committee is con-
sidering future directions for the summer
seminar series, due to resume in two
years following next summer's Interna-
tional Conference in Quebec, Exactly
what will occur In 1994 is *wet to be
revealed,” says Dan Massey, chair of the

committee, but he noted that it may
commemorate the bimillennium of
Jesus' birth,

Suggestions received by the commit-
tee covered matters such as training of
presenters, teaching for children and
scheduling, There was discussion of at-
tendance levels and holding seminars in
several regions. Mamy positive com-
frerils were made, however, about the
size of the group and benefits of repeat-
'lnj? the experience in a familiar setting,
“I loak forward 1o it as much as the big
conferences,” says one person.

“There will be faidy substantial chang-
es in the nature of this program, thoug
they may not be apparent,” says Massey,
“We hope to continueg improving these
conferences over the years ar':f make
thern more useful w the attendees.” o

"(The cosmic reserve corps of universe-conscious citizens on Urantia now numbers over one thousand
mortals whose insight of cosmic citizensfip far transcends the sphere of their terrestrial abode,
but I am forbidden to reveal the real nature of the function of this unique group

of living human beings.)” (125
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DATELINE...

A SPOTLIGHT ON ACTIVITIES OF READERS OF THE URANTIA BOOK

BRITISH COLUMBIA

The Aldergrove, British Columbia study group hosted a
spiritual retreat at Fioneer Chehalis that was facilitated by the
Achvertures Team from Texas, More than 50 people from Canada
and the Linited States attended, and a number of techniques were
explored to foster personal communion with God.

*The consensus was that anyone interested in deepening their
personal relationship with the Father,” says Alice Hoedemaker,
*should take the opportunity to attend an ' Adventures in Spiritual
Living' retreat.”

“Mary of thase who have participated in one or more of these
events credit the experience as having been a major turning point
in their lives,” savs David Glass of Fort Warth, who has attended
the retreat at other locations,

SAN FRANCISCO

The Golden Gate Circle Society gave a helping hand to Paula
Thompsan af the Domestic Estension Committes in May when
she manned a boath at the Whaole Life Expo in San Francisco to
pramate The Lirantia Boak and its teachings.

“The booth project is a great person-to-persan way o talk
about The Urantla Book,” says Mo Siegel, chair of the Domestic
Extension Committee. “We get 20 people a day beggzing us to talk
about the book. Our committee is ready 1o he‘rp groups do falrs.”

As many as 20 volunteers were necded to handle inguiries at
the booth during the Whole Life Expo, “On occasion we've had
people travel long distances just to work the booth,” says
Thompson. “It really is that much fur,*

The next Expo will ocour in Los Angeles during September
followed by another in Mew York during October. “This is one of
our greatest sources of new readers,” says Lucile Faw of the First
Society of Los Anpeles. *People who stop by the booth are
contacted by letter and then a follow-up phone call. Many of
them do later attend study groups,”

LOS ANGELES

The First Society of Los Angeles hosted the General Council,
which held its mid-year meeting during the last weekend of
January in Los Angeles. A pragram for the weekend was spon-
sored by the society and the School of Meanings and Values.
Attendance at the event was well over 100, including repre-
sentation from societies in the western states.

The General Council met in open session on Friday evenin
with 40 persons observing, On Saturday moming, Polly Frie
man, Michael Hill and Dianne Bishop made presentations on
leadership and outreach. Methods of spiriual fellowship were
examined in the afternoaon,

On Sunday moming, seven members of the General Council,
most of them newly elected, shared their spiritual journeys with
attendees. This was followed with a worship service and
rememirance supper that was led by Kermit Anderson.

“We decided rather than have the traditional retreat to get to
know new councilors, that we would have more of a mini-con-
ference,” says john Lange, chair of the International Fellowship
Committee and organizer of the event. “We asked societies inthe
area o participate and decided to use this as a time 10 assess our
strength and look at cur direction through the next year or two.”

ARKAMNSAS

Readers of The Urarntia Book in Arkansas held their firss
regional conference during the last weekend of March in Eureka
Springs. About B0 people came from Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas,
Tennessee, Oklahoma and Texas. The theme was “Love — Divine
and Dynamic,” and the meeting consisted mainly of personal
s.haringhby arendees in plenary session.

*These

meetings are
taking on the
characteristics
of a spiritual
town meet-
ing,” says john
Lange, ar-
ganizer of the
event. “We
have people
Comin 5
together an
opening their
souls. It's a
group effort at
understanding
and knowing - :
each other.” .
The pgroup
also elected a
steering com-
mittee af four
individuals

PACIFIC
OCEAN

responsible for
scheduling future meetings, coordinating study groups and net-
working with readers in the area.

ARIZONA

The Grand Canyon Society for readers of The Urantia Book
sponsored a one-of-a-kind floating conference during mid-April,
About 40 people studied “Modern Phraseology” aboard three
houseboats on Lake Powell in Arizona. Conference studies
occurred aboard the flotilla, with boats anchoring at lunchtime
and in the evenings on remote beaches in coves along the lake,
An Easter celebration included enacting the Master's humility by
washing are another's feat,

“Students of The Urantia Book left this conference,” says Sue
Smith of Arlzona, “with the thought that truth had been taught,
beauty seen and goodness experienced through kindred spirits,”

In May, the Grand Canyon Society, composed of members in
Phoenix, Mesa and Scottsdale, inducted 11 new members, eight
of whom live in Tucson. “The GC5 members feel that they are
truly becoming a statewide society,” says Geri Johnsan of the
Chaner Committee,

The society is ErlgaFi ng its activities in the Adogpt-A-Bookstone
program, with a goal this year to place 100 books in stores
throughout the state.
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AROUND THE WORLD

KAMNSAS CITY

The Heart of America Society In Kansas City is surveying
metropalitan libraries to identi!é,r those that need copies of The
Llrantia Book. A garage sale held recently raised funds to sup

a telephone line and listings for study groups in both the white
and yellow pages. And study group activities have been an-
nounced in community NEWSDAPETS,

DALLAS

Readers in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex joined with
readers throughout Texas and Oklahoma to produce a retreat
entitled “Living in God's Love — Qur Cosmic Destiny,” The event
oceurred at the Northwood Institute in Dallas during June.

The conference included presentations on the love of the
Father, Thought Adjusters, Chrisz Michael the Master Son of God,
and the Spirit of Truth. Discussions followed on how these spirits
contribute to cur destiny as children of God.

CHICAGO

The Special Projects Committee has started collecting
materials to build a resource library at 529 Wrightwood Avenue,
as an aid to individuals engaped with in-depth sudies of The
Urantia Book, Books sought by the committee include major
religious waorks and other texts referenced in The Lirantia Book,
publications within the movernent (bath current and past issups)
and secondary works.

“This can be a unifying experience for all members of the
Fellowship and reader community 10 work together,” says Baob
Bruyn, chair of the committee. “And we'll be providing a great
sarvice for future generations of readers.”

NEW YORK

tembers of the Society of Greater Mew York for Readers of
The Urantia Book are gearing up to work a boath at the Whaole
Life Expo October 24, “As many as 20 members from our group
will work the booth,” says Bart Ice of the Charter Committee. “We
get a good nse at tﬁe Expo, but not much afterwards, which
isn’t unusual for New York City. We've had a few people come
onee or twice 10 study groups, and one person came regularly.”

CONNECTICUT
Thi Connecticut Fellowship for Readers of The Urantia Book
held a society meeting during March, Meredith Sprunger spoke

at the meeting, attended by 60 people, about the early history of
the Urantia movement.

OHIO

Aregional conference dedicated to bringing tagether students
of The Urantia Book and A Course in Miracles was held during
May in Loveland, Ohio. About 70 people attended, the majarity
of whom were more familiar with A Course in Miracles.
“Everybedy was open and comfortable, and there was certainly
a unity,” says Mancy Johnson, ane of the presenters, “The purpase
was o create an awareness of the relatedness of these two works

and lay the foundation for mutual support in the study of both of
them.” The event was organized by the Cincinnatl Urantia Book
study proup hosted by john Burdick.,

FLORIDA

The study groups in Florida held a three-day conference during
Memorial Day weekend at the Methodist Retreat Center in
Leesburg, About 70 adults attended the conference, which ex-
amined the theme of *Transformation—Personal, Social and
Global.

Avl Dogim, chair of the Charter Committee, spoke during the
event about the meaning of affiliating with the Fellowship as a
snciety, The group decldged not 10 pursue chartering as a society
at this time. Paul Herrick was elected president of the study group
collective for 2 two-year term.

The group is preparing to participate in the Miami Book Fair,
which is scheduled for rnid-Nu'.lern’I-:]er,

Do you have news for the Fellowship’s Dareline map? Please send
your information — including a comtact for clarification of news
— to Dateline, The Fellowship, 529 Wrightwood Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60614,

Local readers have volunteered to help with this project.
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More on the Wrightwood Series...

By Janet Farrington

My involvement as facilitator of the
first Wrightwood Series came through
a series of coincidences. During the
1997 Summer Intensive, Dan Massey
presented a paper that explored the
meaning of Jesus’ momentoLs question
to the apostles: “Who say you that |
ami” There had been much discussion
in the movement regarding our identity
as a community, People were wonder-
ing how the Fellowship should serve
the readership after all the changes we
had been through. Afier Dan's talk, |
had a question similar to that posed by
Jesus, but In this case a guestion posed
o all of us; namely, “Who do we say
that we aref”

At this time, the Executive Commit-
tee had given the Education Committee
an assignment called the Wrighowood
Series seminars. The committee was
looking for topics and facilitators to
implement the series, | was contacted
and happily accepted the job.

The guestions on my mind were:
Wha are we as a community? What do
we do? Who do we say we ame when
the world asks? How are family values
part of our identity as a community?

After selecting the panelists for the
serigs — John Lange, Marta and Dave
Elders, Patrick Yesh, Sara Blackstock

An Inquiry Into Community

and Jill Hull — we realized that the
community we are trying to identify is
already described in the words of jesus,
We are *the living temple of spirtual
fellowship,” (p. 1747) the phrase Jesus
used after Peter confessed 1o Jesus’
divinity. We also realized that asking
ourselves how to build this living
temple was Just as important as asking
who we are,

Each panelist a ted a portion of
the topic — child :.:ﬂ,cnﬂgnd Farﬁ:}', spiri-
tal education, spiritual suppodt groups
and the soul in relation to community
— using The Urantia Book as the major
supporting text for their research. Bob
Slagle was unable to attend, but his
paper on family life was submitted,

At the conclusion of the weekand,
the panel divided itself into two woek
groups, Cne group will prerpare a
workbook for children and families
based on ideas presented at the semi-
nar. The ather will publish a portiolio
of essays on “Building the Living
Temple of Spiritual Fellowship.”

Both groups ﬁlan an intensive for
presentation at the International Con-
ference in Quebec next summer.
Several of the panicipants have already
made presentations at local and

regional conferences. o

FLOWERS Continued from Front Cover

Kesources available through the pro-
gram include training, use of educa-
tional materlals such as a conference
planning kit or sample newsletters, ac-
cess to Fellowship speakers and financ-
ing in the form of loans, grants or match-
ing funds,

Atest case for the program is currently
under way. The Executive Commitiee of
the Fellowship recently awarded the
Seattle Filot Light Society a §2,000 loan
to assist in placing a deposit for use of a
conference site to celebrate Jesus'
birthday, The loan is to be repaid imme-
diately follewing the celebration,

Guidelines for applicants to the
FLOWWERS program are:

« The project should be wholly re-
lated to The Lirantia Book and its
teachings as well as to the
Fellowship's purpases.

« Proference will be given to [deas
that require teamwork.

« Priority will be given to societies
and study groups in awarding
resources o applicanis.

Applications to the FLOWERS pro-

gram are available from the Fellowship,
529 Wrightwood Avenue, Chicago, IL
BO614, or call (312) 327-0424. ©

TThe entire aseendent plan of mortal progression is chamcterized
by the practice of giving out to other beings nex truth and experience

Just as soon a5 gequined.” (*330)

Deepening
Perspectives on Race

By Bobbie Dreier

The Los Angeles riots provided the
background to our efforts to examine
The Urantia Boox steachings on race,
initial participants, Matthew Block,
Earlene Green and Charles Olivea
were invited because of their prior
work on the subject.

We undericok this project knowing
full well that the bDﬂE"!. teachings on
race are both difficult and sensitive.
Discussion of the relative Inferiority or
superiority of the races, and the mean-
ings and implications of The Urantia
Book's statements, require intelleciual
honesty and spiritual maturity,

With this in mind the paricipants
presented papers reflecting personal,
analytical and creative perspectives
about racial issues on Urantia,

The fssue of biological inequality
wersus spiritual equality was central 1o
our discussion, The Urantfa Book
states that the races are not created
equal. *On those worlds having all six
evolutionary races, the superior
peoples are the first, third, and fifth
races— the red, yellow, and blue. The
evolutionary races thus alternate in
capar:ii‘.iv for intellectual growth and
spiritual development, the second,
fourth, and sixth being somewhat less
endowed.” (*584)

Unfortunately, the plan for racial
amalgamation that would have
blended the races, thereby uplifting
the hereditary endowment of each
race, was thwared by rebellion and
default, and we find ourselves on a
planet still marred by racial strife.

If we value the realization of hu-
man brotherhood and the evalution of
the Supreme, we must understand the
implications of our current racial dif-
ferences. Each of us must seek crea-
tive and enlightened solutions ac-
cording to our highest light of truth.

The weekend was a highly interac-
tive and stimulntInEeprn:ess. The pan-
elists are revising their work in light of
our two days topether. We plan o
meet again with additional partici-
pants and to culminate our effors
with the publication of a series of
essays. ©
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Letters To The Editor

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

Letters for publicaticn

0 (312) 327-6159.

Do you have an opinion on matters of interest to readers of The Lrantia
Book? The Editorial Page Is your place to share what you think is important.
ould be addressed to: Letters to the Bulletin
Editor, The Fellowship, 529 Wrightwood Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614 or fax

My mother was on the original
Darmestic Extension Committes and
| must point something out that chan-
es somewhat the impression left in
Carolyn Kendall's article, *The
Brotherhood Then, . ,” [(Winter 1992
Bulletin). The Executive Committes
was still in touch with the commis-
sion that presented the book. The
commission only wanted the book
passed by individuals, no advertls-
ing. Even letters to the editors of
newspapers were nixed. Thay
stressed that the book was not far this
centuny.

The article makes it sound like the
Executive Committee were abstruc-

tionists, My father's best friend was
Bill Sadler, and they spent a lot of
time worrying about how to spread
the book without the media. Bill felt
the book was so powerful it would
spread iself. It's certainly been
slower than he anticipated, but time
is different for the book. It's to be
widely distributed when the warld is
ready for iL
| don't think there should be too
much attempt to recreate the past. It's
best that the book just be there when
an individual or the woreld needs i,
and its origing obscure,
—Holly Adler Arvanites
Movelty, Chio

Wrightwood Series

Call For Proposals

The Education Committes of the
Fellowship plans ancther Wright-
wood Series to be held during Spring
1993, fentatively entitled “Gendor
and The Urantia Book."

The goal of the seminar is to bring
together a panel of individuals who
have prepared extensive research on
the topic of gender, focusing on: gen-
der relationship, communication,
compatibility, complementarity,
universe models, planetary challen-
ges, fatherhood and maotherhood,
sisterhood and brotherhood, mar-
riage, sexuality, equality and many
other fascinating aspects of gender
presented in The Lirantia Boo

Proposals will be reviewed by
members of the Education Commit-
tee and selected for development as
presentations, Those who would ke
o present ideas, research or gues-
tions but are not interested in par-
ticipating as a pane! member are also
encouraged o submit proposals.
Those Interested in becoming panel
members are asked to consider the
following guidelines:

* Prior experience, expertise or
expressed interest in the topic.

= Willingness to research and
write a substantial document for pub-
lication and distribution by the Fel-

rm-.-i'l;niE.
= Ability to travel to Chicago for
presentation and discussion with the
panel (Fellowship funding available).
= Willingness to continue work
with the panel in various forums,
including presentations at national,
regional and local conferences.

Deadline for submitting proposals
is Septemnber 30, 1992, Please send
to: The Fellowship Education Com-
mittee, 529 Wrightwood Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60614, clearly marked
“Wrightwood Series Seminar —
Cender Propasal,”

All proposals will be reviewed,
acknowledged and the panel as
sembled by October 30, The seminar
will occur during May 1993,

L

For more information, call Janet
Farrington, Education Committes
member, at (206) 487-9332.

THE PEACEFUL
THINKER

In respanse to the visitor's guestion, Brother
Raphael was trying to explain why a man would
leave everything he knew; take a vow of pover-
ty, of chastity and of silence to become a Trap-
pist monk, and live the rest of his life in the
Abbey of Gethsernani, hidden in the rolling
countryside of northern Kentucky.

“I took a vow of chastity,” he explained, “so
that | could love everyone equally. | took a vow
of silence so that | could listen to others and to
Gad, And ook a vow of poverty sa that | could
own the entire world.

*And look at all 1own,* he continued, look-
ing out the windaow of his small office in the
Euest house. *I own the sun, the sky, the trees,
the grazs ... even the wind. | consider nyself a
vary wealthy man.”

As Guestmaster at the 150-year-old
monastery, Brother Raphael is one of only a
handful of monks allowed to speak to
retreatants. Even then, he selected his words
carefully, mot wanting to waste them. But in his
few words, there was great wisdom,

The visitor was reminded of a poem by Fran-
cis Carlin, which on the surface sounds roman-
tic in its intent, but carries a far deeper meaning:

Because of the light of the moon
there is silver on the moor;
Because of the light of the sun
there is gold on the walls of the poar;
Because of the light of the stars
there are planets in the stream;
And because of the light of your eyes
there is love In the dopths of my dream,

Finding Brather Raphael's strength, wisdom
and happiness doesn’'t necessarily require an
austere monastic life. It doesn't require giving
away all you own, or moving away from the
ones you love, ltdoes, however, require silence.
Whether it's the silence of prayer ar meditation,
or the guiet peace of watching the sun rise, It is
necestary to find that place inside that allows
us o get away ... to get away and listen to the
voice of Heaven. Liitle is learned by talking in
prayer; much is leamed by listening in prayer.

Material prosperity, earned honestly and
used propery, Is pant of life and one of its
challenges, But understand, wealth stays here
when you leave. The love gained and given
here is transferable; evenything else remains
behing.

It was ime 0 go. The visitor left Brother
Raphael in his office, looking out his window ...
pazing at all he owned.

Ga In peace.

— BDB
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RKevelation is a technique whereby ages upon ages of time are saved in the necessary work of sorting
and sifting the ervors of evolution from the truths of spirit acquirement. "

L N e AU E MY Have You Tried the New Journal?

Aug. 78, 1992, Midwest Conference, 5L
Bepedict Center, Madison, W, Contact
Dennis or Susan Brodsky, (7150 B24-3 103,

Aug. 20-23, Pilot Light Society Family Eotreat
J Jesus’ Birtheday Colebration, ML Rainier,
Ashlond, WA, Contact Tonvy Finstad, [206)
485-8266.

Sep. 4-7, First Anmaal Frontier Conference
sponsored by Uheee Midwest Fellowship
societies, Boulder, CO, Conlact Rocky
Mountain Spiritual Fellowship, 205 Can.
wvon Bled,, Suite 208, Boulder, CO 80302,

Seop. 18-20, Golden Gate Society Fall Retneat,
San Ramon, CA; Conlact Sara Blacksiock,
(310} 67 2-3340,

Ol B-12, Auwstralian Conference, Elanora
Conference Centre, Sydney, Theme:
“Hurman Mature and the Twebe Apostles.”
Contact Trovor or Kathlean Swadling, (02)
5137893,

Ol 16-18, Adventures in Spirftual Living,
Mo Ranch Conference Center, Hunt, TX
Inzar San Antoniol. Contact Skip or Caro!
Weatherford, 17131 A63-1652,

Ot 1618, Annual eanforence and society
busincss meeting of the Ontaric Fellewship
for Readers of The Urantia Book, Guelph,
Cnl. Cantact Bob Jones, 519) 657 -E080.

tegay, 7-8, Firsl Society of Cklahoma Fall
Forum. Contact Warren Litchiield, {405)
F04-2978,

What was that word?

When the aposties heard Jesus teach the
multitude in parables, they were
perplexed. Peter and a few of the
apostles became confused over the
parable of the sower, thinking it was an
allegory, But, what is the difference be-
tween parables and allegories?

According 1o the Britannica World Lan-
guage dictionany, an allegory is the telling of
a storyin a flgurative or symbolic lanpusge
requirirg interpretation; especially, a narra-
tive veiling a moral by symbalic devices,
such as personifications or metaphors. A
parable is a short narrative making a maoral ar
religious point by way of comparizon with
nature or familiar things.

Jesusdidn't like to wse allegorios, probably
because of the hidden meanings. He
preferned parabbes o illustrate truth using the
similarities between the natural and the
spriritual worlds.

*And when ho omployed a parable for
illustrating his messape, he designed to utilize
just one {eature of the slory for that purpase.
bany wrong ideas conceming the teachings
of Jesus may be secured by atlempling in
miake alkgories out of his parables,” (*1672)

The Joumal has expanded its format into a litera
readers of The Uirantia Book, Works of excellence in t
invailiEatl'w essays will be published from readers throughout t

+ photography and fictional prose will also be featured,

arowor

and artistic publication for
form of ﬁzilnsﬂphital and
waorld, Poems,

Artists, writers, photographers and poets are welcome 10 submit materials for
consideration by the editorial staff, Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope
to return materials that will not be published.

And subscribe for only $8 (39 outside the U.S.) 10 receive two issues per year.
NOTE: Donars who give $150 or more annually to the Fellowship will automatically

feceive an annual su

iption to the fournal.

Mame:

YES, | would like 1o subscribe 1o The Joumal,

Mddress:
Cily/SlaleEip:

Country:

Telephone,;

__ Enclosed is my check for §

Moot Mo

I would like o subscribe for _ yearls) at $8 U5, or $9 intenational,
{L.5. funds),
__ Please charge my ViSA/MasterCard; $ :

Signature;

Exp. Date

327-6159,

Mail to The Fellnﬂvship, 529 Wrightwood Pwe-,ﬂu‘r_'ag-n: IL60614 or fax o (312)

Seeking Conference Sites

Do you know of a good meeting facility
for the 1996 inlernational conference! An
acceptable sile will accommodalte 2,000 per-
sans al a reasonable price. Other considera-
tions ane case of ravel, alirnctions of the local
environment, quality of facilities and a local
support group willing boowork an conference
planning and execution.

FLOWERS Logo Needed

W are secking a logo for the FLOWERS
program {see descriplion an pg. 1), Send your
submissions 1o The Felhawa.{n.ip, 529 Wright-
wood Ave., Chicago, IL 60614, Thanks|

SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM I1

Video and audio tapes of Scientific
Sympasium I are available, The en-
tire Symposium can be ordered on
two G-hour video tapes for $75; 14
audio tapes are available for S50,
They may be ordered by contacting
First Society of Oklahoma, 14 SW
97th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73139,
Shipping and handling costs are in-
cluded in the price.

JESUS’ 2000TH BIRTHDAY

There is still time 10 make your
resenvations for Jesus’ 2000 birthday
celebration In lsrael, August 21, 1994,
Contact First Society of Oklahoma, 14
SW 97th Street, Oklahoma City, OK
73139 for more information.

*Quotation rom The Urantia Baok, copyright

O 1955 by URANTIA Fourdation, all rights
reserved.
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