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General Council,
ACs, Society
Presidents Meet
to Plan Future

Ropreseniatives gathor to

discuss plans for tha Tuture at
Francisran Eenewal Cenler in
Fhoenix, Arizona, [anuany 27-28.

Phoenix is the bird of Egyptian
mythology that rises renewed from s
own ashes, It was fitting that the first
meeting of the General Council of the
organization formerly called LIRANTIA
Brotherhood and now named Fifih Epo-
chal Fellowship was held in Phoenix,
Arizona, for at this meeting the Fellow-
ship tested the wings that would allow it
to rise from the ashes of contention with
LIRANTIA Foundation. The wings were
strong and vital,

Consistent with the General Council's
intent to create an open and inclusive
fellowship, all society presidents and
Area Coordinators were invited to par-
ticipate in this weekend planning session
held January 27-28, The entire group,
numbering approximately seventy peo-
ple, engaged in a healthy dialogue o
review ﬁm purpose and structure of the
organizaticn. In 1955 URANTIA Brother-
hood, now provisionally renamed Fifth
Epochal Fellowship, was constituted
with a noble purpose:

The purposos DWHHNTIABHDTI-EEE{-

HOGD are the study and dissermina-

Lion of ke teachings of The URANTTA

Bool; the promotion, improvement,

and expansion among the pooples of

the world of the comprehension and
understanding of Cosmalogy and the
relation of lhe planet on which we live

ta tha Universe, of the genesis and

destiny of Man and his relation to God,

and of the teachings of Jesus Christ;
and the inculcalion and encourage-
monl of the ralization and apprecia-
than of the Fatherhood of God and the
Brotherhood of Man—in onder 1o in-
croase and enhance the comfort, hap-
piness, and wellbBoing of Man, as an
individuzl and as a member of soccialy,
by fostering a religlon, a philosophy,
and a cosmiology which ane commen-
surate with Man's Intelleciual and
cullural development, through the
medium ol fmiemal association, aver
obedient and subsarvient o the laws of
thls country and of all countrles
whertin UEANTIA BROTHEEHCOD
may ctend,

The weekend was devoted o review-
ing these purposes as well as reviewing
the structwre of the organization as it
functions today. The original statement
of purpose will continue to focus the
Fellowship’s activities, as it has for the
last 35 years, and ongoing dialogue
amorg members will sharpen and refine
the understanding of that purpase.

Past president of URANTIA Brother-
hood, Paul Snider, inltiated the week-
end’'s workshop with a proposal to
anticulate a mission and struciure: con-
sistent with owr purpose, His five-level
mission statement, consistent with the
constitition’s statement of purpose, was

I

well received and sparked several addi-
tional contributions. Paul also propased
& restructuned organization 1o betfer ac-
complish each of the five mission levels,
The assembled body broke into five
srmaller groups to review the proposed
Myissions and structure,

On Sunday, the group reconvened as
oane body to register the repons of the
subgroups, One of the most frequently
discussed issues was that of repre-
sentation. Concerns that emerged were
about more effective society repre-
semtation, @ more direct involvement
from societies and members in council
decisions, and more frequent meetings
among sociely and stuedy group repre-
sentatives,

The groups also reviewed a need for
a clearer separation between the execu-
tive and policy-making functions. Cur-
rently the group responsible for execut-
ing policy decisions, the Executive
Committee, consists entirely of elected
members to the policy-making body, the
General Council,

The main ideas and concerns iden-
tified will be reviewed by the General
Council at its meeting in Snowmass,
Caolorado, in July after the international
conference, “Walking with God,* being
held for all readers, o




“Man can discover the Fatfier in his feart, but fie will have to search for the Supreme

in the fearts af otfier men. ...

" r‘ml

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS

A Fifth Epochal Job for Fifth Epochal Fellowship

by Dave Elders, President

Propelled by the nature of the events
of the last months which have affected
the identity and relationships of our fel-
lewwship, we are rn-ﬂti'-'atﬂtiﬁ to ask who
and what we are as an organization. We
are engaged in the process of examina-
tion—our mission, our structure, our
reason for being. But even though we, as
an arganization, have recently had the
responsibility for the achieverment of our
own destiny placed firmly and fully into
our own hands, this gift, without serious
waork, will not In ltself magically revegl
our true identity.

Supremacy, i my vien, cannot be
either expenenced or eapressed apart
from a loving relationsbip zoith
anotlier personality.

Inasmuch as our veny existence as an
organization is a consequence af the gift
to our planet of the fifih epochal revela-
tion, perhaps the answer to the guestion
of what we can become as an organiza-
tion lies in a deeper understanding of The
Urantia Book itself, \What tnuth s it that
the teachings reveal which is new to our
understanding? What truth, then, isit that
a fellowship of readers and belipvers can
demonstrate to our fellows onthe planet?
Why have an organization at all? Just to
take up space? Justto distribute the bookt
|ust to help each other better understand
the teachings Intellectually? Just to “live
the teachings,” as we are inclined o put
it? Mo doubt the answer to these latter
questions is yes, but is there more? Or,
rather, what is the broader meaning of all
of these activities when taken together?

1 suggest that the fifth epochal revela.
tion—and by extension, the planets fith
epach of evolutionary growth—I5 the
awakening of the conscious experience
of Supremacy., If this is true, therein may
lie a vision of the Supreme purpose
which can be served by what we now
call Fifth Epochal Fellowship. Jesus
revealed in a living way in the fourth
epoch the love of the Father for the Son
which can be experienced each moment

in one's inner life, Supremacy, in my
view, cannot be either experienced or
expressed apart from a loving relation-
ship with another personality. It s, there-
fore, our Job as a fellowship of persans
aware of the evolving existence of the
Supreme Lo consciousty and wholehear-
tedly dedicate our collective energies to
the actualization of the Supreme Being.
It is true thit any two people In relation-
ship can undertake this process. (Could
this be the significance of |esus’ state-
ment *,..for, where two or three be-
lievers are gathered together, there am |
in the midst of them_"2 [*1763:1]) But as
a worldwide fellowship we have a sig-
nificant opportunity and a sacred duty to
help our fellows become aware of this
fiftth epochal patential—not by words
and symbals alone, but in and through
our living invitation to them to enter inta
this experience with us.

The Urantia Book states that *Human
life experience is the cosmic cocoon in
which the universe endowments of the
Supreme Being and the universe pras-
ence of the Universal Father (none of
which are personalitiesh are evolving the
morentia soul of time and the human-
divine finaliter character of universe des-
tiny and eternal service.” (*1289:2} And
further: “Man can discover the Father in
his heart, but he will have to search for
the Supreme in the hearts of ather
men...* (*1290:9), Inthe context of these
staternents, and many, IRy MOre in aur
book, it seems clear that our fellowship
hias the potential of truly demaonstrating
to thase with whom we share this birth
planet a living exprestion of the pos-
sibilities, responsibilities, and joys of the
experience of Supremacy (no matter
how partial our immature experience
may bel.

We have often heard it stated that we
must form “thousands and thousands of
stsdy groups,” Rather than simply ac-
cepting this charge as scrmehow required
by higher autharity, is it not possible that
we are being pointed toward the ways of
supremacy? If one agrees with the notion

thatthe experience of Supremacy cannot
be had alane, it would seem true that the
study groun broadens the two-person
ard family relationship experience to
provide the opportunity to enter into the
Supreme experience with others with
whom we share a higher desire; to ex-
perience a sense of communion with the
God in other persons, by the act of shar-
ing with these same persons the God we
have found in ourselves. Is it not just
passible that the unified purpose of our
organization’s existence is neither more
nor less than a singular expression of
awakening to the experience of Suprem-
acy, made realizable to us by the under-
standing The Urantia Book has offered?

Our fellowship has left the sheltered
harbar of strict centralized control and
an identity vested in a secular link to the
symbols associated with this revelation.
As the great evolutionary universe forces
converging on our planet are beginning
to forge a new planetary civilization, our
Fellowship can serve to fead our fellows
into the Joys and wonders of the ex-
perlential actualization of the Supreme,
the challenge presented In The Urantia
Book. For us to be successful in this

.1t will require the deepest commit-
peesiE wre faete ever made b one
anather. ..

endeavor will require not a change in
structure or ennanced communication
or a contractual link to words and sym-
bols but, rather, an inner and outer
redirection of all our energies and crea-

| tivity to the living work of creating a

worldwide community of Supremacy.
We cannot do that job alore; it will
require the deepest commitment we
have ever made to one another, 8 com-
mitment 1o living relationships which
will carve out the supporting stnectures
needed like the river canves the riverbed,

(The presidond s annual acliress is a mew featuno
of the Bulletin that will apocar i the frst fsue of
cach cilendar year)
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Name Survey

In January, 1990, a survey was sent to
over 1800 readers to evaluate the
membership’s preferences for a per-
manent name.

Tables 1 and 2 show the results of
questions which asked readers to rank
and rate six possible name choices.
Table 1 indicatesthatthe names “Fellow-
ship of Uranlia Book Readers," *The
Lirantia Book Fellowship,” and *Fifth
Epochal Fellowship® were the most
highly ranked names, Table 2 shows the
rating for each of the six names on a scale
from 1 1o 5 with 1 belng strong dislike for
the name, 3 being neutral and 5 being
strong like for the name. Mone of the
names rated ranked higher than 3.6, in-
dicating that there is not a strong
preference for any of the names sug-
gested. Hundreds of additional names
were suggested by reader respondents
for consideration.

The: sunvey also asked readers to rate
a series of titles to designate an organiza-
tion. Each of fifteen tithes in the survey
was rated using the same five-paint
scale. Table 3 indicates that the preferred
designation is “Fellowship.”

Two questions were asked about the
impaortance of using the title of The Lian-
tta Boak in the name of our crganization
knowing that it might result in legal ac-
tion by URANTIA Foundation. The
results of these questions are shown In
Table 4. Only 22% are strongly in favor
of using The Lirantia Book in the title of
our organization. Additionally, only
19%% weould be willing to financially sup-
port a legal defense over the issue of the
name.

Preliminary findings from this survey
were presented to the Executive Com-
mittee and Geperal Council at their
lanuary, 1990, meeting in Phoenix, AZ.
A subcommittee was appainted to
develop a plan and timeline for choosing
a permanent name, This group was
asked to report back to the Executive
Committee at its March, 1990, meeting,

Please feel free to send your com-
ments on the results of this sunvey or
other suggestions relzted to name choice
to! Fifth Epochal Fellowship, 52
Wrightwood, Chicago, IL 60614, ar FAX
1-312-327-6159.

Many thanks to those who took the
time to respond to the name survey.
Your response, a8 well as the many com-
ments that you sent in with your sur-
veys, were greatly appreciated, o

Results from
Fifth Epochal Fellowship Name Survey
February, 1990
Based on 536 Responses

TABLE 1
Ranking of Six Suggested Mames for the Former URANTIA Brathorhood

First Second Third Mean
Choice Choice  Choice  Rank

1. Fellowship for Spiritual Progress 17% 17% 16% 3.2
2. Fellowship of Urantia Boak Readers  20%, 25% 20% 2.4
3. Fifth Epochal Fellowship 22% 18% 15% 2.9
4. Friends of The Urantia Book 09% 11% 21% 3.5
5. Servers of the Circles 12% 16% 21% a5
6. The Urantia Book Fellowship 30% 2095 16%: 2.6
TABLE 2
Rating of Six Sugnested Mames (or the Former URANTIA Brotherhood
Diislike Like Mean
Strongly Disfike Meutral Like Strongly Rating
1. Fellowship for Spiritual 13% 16% 26% 21% 19% 3.2
Progross
2. Fellowship of Urantfa Book  12%  08% 25% 28% 22% 3.4
Readers
3. Fiith Epechal Fellowship 10% 09% 27% 28% 23% 3.5
4 Friend]:clf The Urantia Book  21%  21% 273 17% 10% 2.7
5. Servers of the Circles 47%  24% 16% 05% 03% 1.9
b. The Urantia Book Followship 12% (4%  21% 30% 30% 3.6
TABLE 3
Rating of Mames 1o Designata an Oganization
(=cale used: 1=strongly dislike, 2=diclike, 3=neutral, 4=like, S=strangly fiko)
Mame Mean Ratimg Mame Mean Rating
Assembly 2.0 Fellowship 4.3
Association 3 Friends 3.2
Brotherhood 3.6 Followers 2.4
Children of 2.0 Farum 2.6
Congregation 1.8 Foundation 2
Carps 2.0 Maebwork 2.4
Disciples 2.2 Society 3.5
Family 3.0
TABLE 4

Feelings aboul Lising and Supporting the Inclusion of
The Uraritia Book in the New Name of :I-F.r_» Former LIRANTIA Brotherhood
IPercent of Respondents Cheasing Each Rating)

Srenglh of feellngs abiowt using The Lirantiz Book in the title of our organization, know-
ing that it might result in a law suit from URANTIA Foundation

Very Strongly Mol Strongly at all
in favor of using Mot Yery in favor of wkng
The Urantia Book Strongly Meutral Strongly The Urantia Book

11% 11% 14% 14% 28%

Willingness 1o financlally support a logal invalvement wilh URANTIA Foundation aver
the |ssue of nama

Mot Very Mot Willing
Very Willing Willing Meudral Willing at All
Ta 12% 8% 17% 5450
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GRADUATIONS

JULIA FENDERSON

Julia K. Fenderson, student of The
Lirantia Boak for more than 50 years
ard lovingly encouraging friend to a
veritable legion of readers around the
planet, died of heart failure on
December 26, 1989, at her home in
Culver City, California. Born on
January 27, 1905, Julla was within a
maonth of her eighty-fifth birthday,

Julia had been quite ill for the last
several years. However, despite being often bedridden, she
continued to enthusiastically communicate with her multitude
of friends by correspondence, telephone and, when possible,
in persanal visits &t her home, While she displayed an inspiring
persistence o gain the most out of life to almost her last
moments, she TCII:IkE'{I forward with joy and impatience to
“returning horre,” 2s she put it, o the Mansion Worlds,

Julia’s professional fife was spent in the field of education.
She taught at every level from grade school to college. Besides
serving in the classroom, she aﬁn warked in school administra-
tion, retiring as the Coordinator of Education for the Culver
City School District, responsible for eight schools,

While living in Chicago, Juliz was initially introduced to the
Urantia Papers in 1939%} D, William 5. Sadler, more than
sixteen years prlor (o their publication in bool form. She was
always most proud of the fact that after joining the Forum, the
group of people who read and discussed the papers at D,
Sadler’s home, Marian Rowley was assigned to be Julia’s
“friendly helper’—an experienced student who assisted new
readers with their questions about the teachings. Julia and
Marian became close friends and their collaboration con-
tinued through the years, with Julia aften drawing on Marian’s
knowledge of the book,

In 1945 she moved to the Los Angeles area for family
reasons. In hopeful anticipation of the publication of the hook,
Julia and nine other people, who had been members of the
Farum, formed a study group to investigate the woslds reli-
Eiﬂr‘s and a beief pamphlet entitled, *Evolution of the Soul "

Dr. Sadler, which discussed concepts found in the papers.

is group was the nucleus of the First URANTIA Society of
Los Angeles, which was chartered in 1956 and installed in 1957,

After the publlication of The Limntia Bookin 1955, Julia was

a tireless supporter, encourager and facilitator of the efforts of
reaclers fo study and share its teachings with others. She
devoted an extraordinary amount of time to working and
counseling with people on the telephone, entertaining in her
home, speaking at group functions and conferences, as well
as traveling within and without the United States. She was
deeply committed 1o the study group experience, and eamed
the reputaticn among some readers of having visited more
study groups than any other living persan,

In addition to her work with individuals and study groups,
lulia also gave unstintingly of her time and effort to some of
the organizations associated with The Urantiz Book, She was
one of the first people to be appointed as a Field Representative
of URANTIA Brotherhood and was made emeritus in that
position when the Area Coordinator program was inaugurated.
She also served for a number of years on the General Council
aswell asthe International Fellowship Committes, Further, she
served In virually every elective office of First URANTIA
Society of Los Angeles and was made President Emeritus of
the group.

Despite her many professional and avocational activities
over the years, Julia always made her family the primary focus
of her lite. She was the mother of two sans {Tom, wha has
passed away, and Martyl and was very proud of being the
grandmather 1o two granddaughters and six grandsons, as
well as having one great grandchild,

It would take much more space than is available here to
even begin 1o do justice to the rich, full life of loving service
which Julia led. To those of us who had the privilege of
knowing and loving her, Julia seemexd to live outthe injunction
found an page 1766; “In preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
you are simply teaching friendship with God.” She often
jokingly said that her home was “the house beside the road®
where people could stop and rest and refresh themselves,
Indeed, penﬁle found refreshment with Julla, the refreshment
of being in the presence of a person whao lived out her faith in
lowing service and friendship as she passed by, While she loved
all the Father's human children, she always focused her service
on the needs of the persan standing in front of her. Truly, our
brief loss will be a gain for those she will befriend on the
mansion worlds.

—5¢ntt Forsytne

“The eternal purpose of the eternal God is a high spiritual ideal. The evenis of time and the
struggles of material existence are fut the transient scaffolding which fridges over to the otfier side,
to the promised land of spiritual reality and supernal existence. " (s4)

Fiflh Epechal i:ellm-.ls.hlp Bulletin Winter 1969-80 — Special Insart



GRADUATIONS

HENRY BEGEMANM

Henry Begemann, former LIRAN-
TiA Brotherhood Field Representative
and General Councilor, died January
3, 1990 in Wassenaar, the MNether-
lands, of a heart condition after anly
one day's ilIness. He was 77, and was
at peace and prepared to po, accord- (i
ing 1o Baukje, his wife. i

Henry and Bauk found The Lirantia
Book in a bookstore in Amsterdam in I
1970, He had made a long, often disappainting search among
the cults and alternative religions, and was well prepared to
recognize truth when it appeared. The first reading was com-
pleted in nine months, From then on, until the end af his life,
all of his energies were devated to study and pursuils as-
sociated with the book.

Although Henry was appointed the first intermational Field
Representative, Bauk was his companion on the mary trips
across the European continent. ThuyJJrnrmted study groups
in France, Belgium, Spain, Switzerland, Finland, England and,
of course, their native Hollznd. A student near Marseilles once
remarked, “Thank you for sending Henry Begemann to us; he
taught us how to study.”

Even though Henry recoggnized the wisdom of including the
scientific an§ historical information in the book, in his own
study groups he emphasized the spiritual teachings. “Just
facts!™ E-ru termed the other dismissively. Henry contended that
spirit brotherhood should be the goal of all mankind and that
was where his study groups’ priorities were placed. He was
actively invalved in seven sudy groups in Holland; one in
English and six in Dutch,

Henry's efforts ta mediate a reconciliation between LIRAN-
TIA Foundation and Jacques Weiss, the translator of the rovvizla-
tion into the French language (formerly titled La Cosmogonie
d* URANTIA, now Le Livre d' URANTIA) were nol successiul.
Legal differences existed and suspicions could not be aver-
come. Henry did become the catalyst for several study groups
in and near Paris amaong Mr. Weiss' former associates. He also
organized a tearm of French readers 1o work on & revision of Le
Livre.

Soon after completing a first reading, he began to translate
the book as a personal effor. He was meticulous and unhur-
ried. At the time of his death, the work was continuing with
the assistance of his daughters and a few close associates, Bauk
reports that Henry believed a translation into Dutch would be
warthwhile, because there are estimated to be more than 25
million people conversant in that language.

—Carolyn Kendall

HELEN HUTCHINSON

A shining light has ascended from the highlands of East
Tennessee, and in her sparkling trail Helen Hutchinscn has left
behind a legacy of warm hearts and enlightened minds to
continue the spiritual ministry she began in her “neck of the
wiidds.

Last September, Helen underwent emergency abdominal
surgery and died a few weeks later. Until the onset of her ilness
|ast fall, Helen ceaselessly pursued the mu;aﬂgenus BXpression
of spiritual truths, philosophic concepts, and political views.

Barn March 28, 1912 in Fairview, Tennessee, Helen grew
up to become a grade school teacher after atending Wesleyan
College in Athens, Tennessee. Mother of throe daughters and
two s0ns, Helen raised her children on her ownwhile teaching
school.

She was quite active in a local church and was well versed
in Biblical scripture, Some fifteen years ago, fellow church-
aoer Bruce McoCoy Intreduced The Urantia Book to Helen. “At
lﬁm Helen got worried,” says McCoy. *She quickly saw that
the central question had to dowith the boak's authenticity and,
if it was authentic, it was going to mean a huge change. She
immediately threw her all into deciding it. She later said she
lost twenty pounds in the next three or four weeks as she
studlied the book and cross referenced it with her already
considerable knowledge of the Bible and religion. She
emerged having decided that the boak was indeed what it said
it was, and from that point she never wavered in her all-out
enthusiasm for sharing the light of the new revelation with the
rest of us.”

Helen hosted the Knoxville study group for mare than
twelve years and was an enthusiastic participant in Tennessee
conferences, Perhaps Helon is most renowned for her quarterly
newsletter, the Fort Sanders Faith Sons, which she starped
publishing in 1985. The newsletter presented an array of her
religious and political views.

Her standard response 1o those who Implied that she was
opinionated was, *If | didnt have strong apinions at my age,
I'd be a real wimp!®

Helen encouraped differing views from truth seekers In her
midst. “She loved to see people thinking for themselves,” says
long-time friend Helen Smith. “She was a nawiral, talented, and
experienced teacher. She never felt that she had learned all she
needed 1o know and remalned enthusiastic about learming new
things to the very end.”

When it comes to saying goodbye to a dear friend and
dedicated fellow of the fifth epochal revelation, the words ol
study group member Alvin Smith ring clearly, “I have never
known a person as excited about getting started on ber cosmic:
adventura, Adios, Helent”

—helissa Wells

There is in the mind of God a plan which embraces every creature

of all fiis vast domains, and this plan

is an eternal purpose of foundless opportunity, unlimited progress, and endless ife. And the infinite
treasures of such a matchless career are yours for the striving! " es
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Religions of Our World

This anticle is prosented by the Fratemal Relations Committee as pant of 2 continuing effort ta bring fo studemts af The Urantia
Book a flavor of the religious diversity and spiritual unity that curently exists among the peoples of ihe world. This presentation
s devated to lslam, All of the material quoted below is used by permission and is taken from a pamphlet entitled;

Islam Explained
by Abdul Jalil in consultation with Dr. David Kerr

ALLAH—for Musfims the greatest and most inclusive of the
Names of God, an Arabic word of rich and varied meaning,
denoting the one wha is adared in worship, who creates all that
exists, who has priority over all creation, who is lofty and
hidden, who C-.'ZIF'IEJL-II'IdE all human understanding. It is exactly
the same woed as, in Hebrew, the Jews use for God (efoh), the
word which Jesus Christ used in Aramaic when he prayved o
God. God has an identical name in Judaism, Christianity and
Lslam; Allah is the same God worshiped by Muslims, Christians
arvd Jews.
“Ha |5 G, the One God,
Incpondent and Soupht by all;
He bepets not, mor is He begotien,
and there i none like unta Him."
[Thar Hoby Crur'an, Chaplerof Sincerity of Faith)
Islam teaches that all faiths have, in essence, one common
message: “the existence of a Supreme Belng, the one and only

Cod, whose sovereignty is to be acknowledged inworship and |

in the pledge to obey His teaching and commandments, con-

veved through His messengers and prophets who were sent at

varigus times and in many places throughout history.”

Islam, an Arabic word, is rich in meaning. One important
dimension is the "commitment to submit and surrender to God
so that ane could live in peace”; peace (salam) is achieved
through active obedience to the revealed Commandments of
G, for God is the Source of all Peace, Commitmment to Islam
entails striving for peace through a struggle for justice, equality
of opportunity, mutual caring and consideration for others'
rights, and continuous research and acquisition of knowledge
for the better protection and wtilization of the resources of the
universe.

Islam teaches that the objective of the Commandments of
Ciad 15 that peace should be established in the human societies
of this world, in preparation for a further dimension of human
existence In the world to come, the Afterlife. Islam’s vision of
I;EEEE is therefore truly universal; it transcends time and

longzs o the order of God's eternity.,

Islam does not regard ilself 10 be a new teaching, different
or separate from that of other world religions. It is the reaffir-
mation of the ancient yet living truth of all religions which can
be expressed in the following beliefs:

» the Unigueness of the one and only God who Is Soverelgn
of the Liniverse;

» the Revelation of the teaching and commandments of God
through Angels in heaven to Prophets on earth, and written
in sacred writings which all have the same transcendent
source; these contain the will of God which marks the way
of peace for the whole universe and all of humankind;

» the Day of Judgment which inaugurates the Afterlife in which
Cod rewards and punishes with respect to human obedience
to His will.

Islam affirrns these simple beliefs as the basis of the decent,
civilized society for which it strives, 115 vision of society s, in
essence, no different from that upheld by all monotheistic
religlons, This Is particularly rue of Judaism and Christianity
which share with Islam the direct spiritual lineage of the
Frophet Abraham, Istam affirms the divinely-ordained missions
of the Prophet Mases, through whom God revealed the sacred
scripwure called the Torah, and of the Prophet Jesus, through
whom God revealed the scripture known as the l. The
message of kslam is in essence the same as that which God
revealed to all his prophets and messengers. The Prophet
Muhammad (the peace and blessing of G upan him) was
commanded to recite in the Holy Qur’an;

“Say: we beliave In God,

and that which was revealed unto us,

and that which was revealed unta Abraham and lshmael

and |sne and [acob, and lha tribes,

and that which was vouchsafed unio Moses and Jesus

and the prophats from thair Lord;

Wi make no distinction betwoen any of them,

and wnla Hirm we have surmendored,”

—The Holy Qur'an 3:64

The success of civilizations and cultures is directly related
to the extent of thelr practice of the righteous way of life
revedled in the teaching and commandments of God, and sot
forth in the monothelstic religlons which are confirmed by
Islam. God's revelation enshrines the highest values of
humankind, and the divine commandments are essentially no
different from the values which human beings have cherished
and striven to maintain throughout history, irrespective of cul-
tural, racial, linguistic and soclo-economic differences, Sueccess
in this life is directly related to the practice of these values,

Islarm tezches that human diversity s a sign of the richness
of God's mercy, and that Ged wills human beings o compete
with each other in goodness in order to test who is the finest
in action: this is, according te Islam, the reason for the creation
of the universe. To strive for peace in the societies of this world
is 10 compete in the fulfillment of human desting in preparation
far the ultimate Abode of Peace in a further, renewed dimension
of human existence in the Afterlife. The ireducible minimum
of faith is to believe in God as the sole sovereign Loed of this
world and of the next, and to believe in the reality of the Afterlife
for which human beings are to prepare by |lving righteaisly in
this world. God alone is the Judge of human righteousness, and

itis God alone who rewards and punishes Tn this life and in the
life hereafter,
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Righleousness does not mean for you ke um your fces owards
tho East and West, bul righleousness means one should bolieve
in God {Alonel, the Last Day, angels, the Book and prophets;
and no matler how he loves i1, o give his weallh away 1o near
relatives, omphans, the neady, the wayfarer and ars, and
lowards freeing captives; and 1o keep up prayer and pay Lhe
wellare tax: and those wha k-ur_'l.l their woard whenever l:|'u_:','
promise anvthing: and are pationt under sulfering and hardship
and In time of peril (stress). Those are the ones who act boyal and
perform their duty.
—The Holy Qurfan 2:177
A Muslim is one who is committed to peace by continuausly
striving to follow the way of righteousness and justice revealed

by God; the Arabic word muslim refers to'a man, mwslima 1o a

woman, In either case the literal meaning is “one wha submits

to God's teachings and commandments which leads to peace.”
duslims have three distinct advantages to help them in the
practice of Islam as their way of life:

« TheSacred Scripture, called the Quran, which was revealed
in the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon himb in the 7th
century of the common era, and which, after 1,400 years,
remalns authentic in its original Arabic s, in the languape
which is still used and understood by millicns of people in
the world today; it contains God's guidance in teachings and
commandments which are valid for all imes and places, and
which encompass all spheres of human life;

« The Prophet Muhammad, whom the Qur'an names as “the
Seal {last) of the Prophets,” and of whose life and mission
there is a complete and authentic recard in the Sira and the
Hadith (Sunma); these show how he exemplified the weach-
ings and commandments of God in practice, and elaborated
the principles laid down in the Quran in crder to provide a
sure guidance for their interpretation and application for all
later tirmes and societies;

+ The Sacred Law, called the Shariah, which sets out the way
of worship prescribed In the Qur'an and the Prophet’s prac-
tice; it goes beyond the common understanding of warship
as the performance of religious rituals, and encompasses the
whale of hurman life, individual and social; thus all so-called
secular activities become acts of worship, provided they are
performed with pure and righteous intention, secking God's
pleasure,

Muslims are enjoined to organize their lives an the basis of

a series of ritval acts of worship which are ordained in the

Qur'an as ways which discipline human beings to remember

God constantly, accepting His Sovercignty and pledging o

obey His commandments:

« Declaration of belief (Shahada), This is the initial act of faith,
expressed in asimple creedal statement which testifies ane's
commitment to following the straight path of God's guidance
upan which Muslims seek to live their lives: “ bear witness
that there is no god but God; | bear witness that Muhammad
is His senvan! and His prophet.*

+ Prayer {salat), offered five times a day, has the effect of
reminding the faithful that “remembrance of God is indeed
the greatest virtue,” and helps them adhere to the path of

r'lgl'dWIEmllsrbass, and to restrain themselves from indecency

and ewvil.

«  Fasting (sawm), chserved through the daylipht hours of the
29/30 days of the Islamic momth of Ramadan, imvolves
ahstinence from eating, drinking, smoking and marital inter-
course; this reminds the believers of their dependence upon
God, as well as their kinship with, and responsibility for the
millions of human beings in the world who experience
involuntary fasting because of the lack of provisions, or their
unjust distributian.

« Purification of wealth (Zakat), This requires the annual
ﬁiving of a fixed amount of excess personal assets for the

enefit of the poor, the incapacitated, the deprived, and the
welfare of the community; it serves to remind Muslims that
all beneflcence comes from the bounty of God, and is
enjoyed only by His mercy; sharing becomes an act of
purification both of the wealih itself, and of the giver whaose
soul is disciplined a a‘mstﬁm&d by the virtue of selflessness.

+  Pilgrimage (hajj), which all Muslims should perform at least
once in a lifetime If personal circumstances permit, gathers
the believers as members of the diverse human family into
a single community; they perform presoribed acts of worship
at the Holy House of the Ka'ha in Mecca which, according
tor the Qur'an, was originally bullt by the Prophet Abraham
arvd his san Ishmael; and at Mount Arafat where they remem-
ber the pure and criginal way of life of Adam, the progenitor
of all human beings, reaffirmed by the Patriarch of the entire
human family, the Prophet Abraham, and finally perfected
and completed by God for all humanity through the mission
of the Prophet Muhammad—the way of life known as lsfam
which has at its heart the doctrine of the unity and unigue-
ness of the One God.

Each ofthese prescribed acts of worship bring Muslims daily
and repeatedly before God Almighty as the Creator, Sustainer
and Judge af all humanity.

Through these acts of worship God helps Muslims to fulfill
the obligation of sariv:;hg which He has ordained for this life:
the striving actively and freely 10 surrender one’s own will in
obedience to the Will of God, inwardly In intention and
outwardly in woed and deed, individually in personal conduct
and collectively in the Improvement of sociaty; the striving for
peace in the world through the announcemeant of true faith, and
its defense against all that threatens it

Islam presents human beings with a simple twofold invita-
tion: 1) to witness that there is no god but God Almighty; 2) to
witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God.

This declaration is the door to a life of senvice, and to
participation in a community of believers whose highest duty
is to call humanity o embrace what is righteous and sood, and
to reject what is evil and degrading. Muslims are sisters and
brathers of all people of true faith, and wish to strive with them
for peace in this world,

Copies of the entire pamphlet and additional infarmation aboat tslam

miry b obialped from (b5 author: Mr Abdul Jalil; Chaiman of Al-Huda
|afamie Center; P.OL Box 962 Elberion, GA 10635

The truth and maturity of any religion is directly proportional to its concept of the infinite
personality of God and to its grasp of the absolute unity of Deity. " 122

*CJuatation frem The Urantia ook, copyright © 1955 by URANTIA Foundation, all fights reserved.
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“And when the feelings of service for your fellow men arise within your soul, do not stifle themy
wiien the emotions of love for your neighbor well up within your heart,
give expression to such urges of affection in intelligent ministry to the real needs of your fellows.” ring

AC REPORTS

The first Amea Coordinator (AC) reporls
have been compiled and have produced an
assorimeant of surprising and nol-so-surprising
new's. The folkowing Lidbils are taken from lhe
AL roports and may be incomplete; but ane
fum and interesting mnonetheless,

A commeon practice among study proups

Is prayer. Prayer starts ancfor ends mosl

Lﬁl:nngs of readers of The Urndta Sook.

Meditation and music ane sometimes used as
an adjunct 1o prayer,

Sequential reading i he mosl ular
mﬂl‘?l:?d af study, followed by mpn-::FﬂF:hun
random readings. A few imups study other
watks In nd'dltlu:l. e The Lirantia Book in an
effort to enhance understanding, coordinale

knowledpe and broaden the appreciation of |

truth,

Tha ||:|ng-|,.$|_r.||:.l,an|;:¢ fraveled, as re rlnd
by one AL, is “over 100 miles rount rlr
Anather AC repas the longest time traveled
a3 “ovar an hour” ona wWay

Food b5 commaon io study group gathar-
ings. Some groups have a potluck or covened
dish meal far their get-logethers. A few of the
Eroups miecl fear breakiast or dinper and ten
study afterwards, One :-".lermf,mup meels in
the back room of Jim's Hickory Pit BEC). By
the way, lim is a membsar of the group.

Some of the olher places where groups
meat include a new-aps bookslome, librrics,
a Linity Chaerch and a small retreal,

A Puerle Kico siudy group reads The
Uirantia Book In English and discusses It in
Spanish. (A Spanish ranslation will ba much
appreciated there.)

The Oklahoma City In-Depth Group
meels once a month to listen to tpes of
William 5. Sadler, |r. These were made during
the 19505 and ‘60 when he visiled Ok
lahoma Ciby.

Soma of the unusual nameos of study
Ernups include; Lake Forest Ordinary Prople,
osmic Cocoon, Angels of the Deserl,
Crregondanters, and South Florida’s group
called American Agongators Associalion.

.|'l.r||:.||. ﬁn.ail'r'. Lhere"s the deved reader wheo
sneaks o meelings because his spouse disap-
[IOVES.

Study proups am sproad about both thick
and thin. The island of Hawaii has twao groups
with about 40 members, South Dakola and
Litah each have one proup of record. And Lha
lsland of Tasrmania has ro Tasmanian study
group to comier all thase Tasmanian devils,

The ACs will be reparling again in May
and surely mone inleresling anecdates and
tidbils are 1o come. Keep in touch with your
A, Let himyhor know of your activilios Thoy
are here o assist you in all maticrs refated 1o
your siudy of The Urintla Sook, o

Clarification of Society
Affiliation

In tha last issue of the Hulletin nine soci-
elios were listed as having chogen o affiliate
wilh Fifth Epechal Fellowship, There is some
ambiguily as lo whal constitules affillation,

Several guestions pertain to the issue of
afilliation: |sa decision by a socicty requined
bo contimes thair affiliation wilh Fll'lrl Epachal
Fellowshipt Does “no decision” mean affilia-
Lot 5 a da:::smn from a gowerming board of
a soclety really a decision o affiliate without
ratlfll:ati'un by the full assemblv or docs itonly
become a decision when an action is laken
by the entire assemblyd

The timing of a decision also affocts the
issun of affiliation:; C'mrr:mlul.lr.!m-nfsur-afx:rl
for the former UEANTIA Brotherhood préor (o
the Movember 3rd leller be condidered
decisbons for affiliation?

Is Ita violatlon of the flcansing agreemants
fof socleties to both continue to use the marks
and affiliate wilh Fifth Epochal Fellowship,
the provisional name of the ongoing
arganization formerly called URARTIA
Brathethood?

Due 1o the complexity of the issues; Avi
Dogim, ehair of the Charter Cormmities, will
be conlacling each sociely lo gain a fuller
understanding of their views. The resulis of
this contact will be reporied ina fulune isue
of tha Bulletin and will serve o clarily the
Fall, 1989, antiche which listed socioties affill-
ated with the Fellowship. o

CONFERENCES

April 28, Chiczpe aea, llinais, Mini-con-
ference. Theme: “Cultural Impact of The
Urantia Book in the Mext 50 years.” Can-
Inck First Socioty, ofa Carobyn Kendall, (708}
53ar-1ovae.

Moy 46, 5t Mary Collepe, Leavenworh,
Kansas. Spirilval Retreat. Theme: “Adven-
tures in Spiritual Living.” Contact Heart of
America URAMTIA Sociaty of Kansas City,
POy Box 12758, Kansas Cily, MO 64116,
[B16k436-1324.

May 26-28, Life Enrichment Center, Lees-
burg, FL. Theme: *From Fear 1o Failh”
Comach Pat Amyx, 4517 Hale Ave., Tampa,
FL 33671, [813) 8394517,

Jupe 810, Geneva Park Y84EA Conference
Cenler, Lake Couchiching, Crillia, On-
tario, Canada. Theme: 'l"|:.'||‘||:|;.1r:|-'
Paradigm: Understanding Anew God's
Love In the Warld.” Comact Couchiching
LIRAMTIA Sociaby of Ontaria, Cindy Hop-
per, 416) 225.7861.

Jume B-10, KE Reglonal Conference for
Readars of The Lianiia Book, Simon's Rock
of Bard College, Great Barrinﬁ'lun,. A
Theme: *Personality—The Gilt and tho
Challenge.” Contact Sleve Bartley, 2380
Algonguin Rd., Schenoclady, MY 12309,
(518} 370-5016.

What was that word?

LINMITY—The state of being united into a
whaole; unchanging singleness of pur-
pase or action,

*Your spirit unity implies two things,
which always will be found o har-
manize in the lives of individual be-

lievers: First, you are saed] with a
COMMOn mmiﬁ fior 1ife service; yvaou all
desire above evenything to do the will of
the Father in heaven. Second, you all
have a common goal of existence; you
all purpose 1o find the Father in heaven,

thereby proving (o the universe that you
have become like him.” {*1592)

e pﬁ:hﬁlfelhmﬂﬂp,!:e:hdlﬁmd
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*Cuotation from The Uramtia Sook, copyright ©
1955 by URANTIA Foundation, all rights
reseryved,
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