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UAI{TIA BROTHERHOOD
533 DIVERSEY PARKWAY CHICACO ILLINOIS 60614

EXECUTTVE COMMITTEE LETTER
November. 1988

TO: Members of URANTIA Brotherhood:

The last quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee took place in Chicago

on Friday evening and al l  day Saturday, November 18-19, 1988. We began our

del iberat ions with a t ime of s i lence to enable personal contact with our

common Father and to remind ourselves that our work is not an end in i tsel f

but is a means to the achievement of the higher Soals set by our planetary

overseers in the process of evolut ion expanded by revelat ion.

SUMMARY OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTIONS

l.  By vir tue of the approval of  the Execut ive Committee, the fol lowing new

members-at- large ( including transfers from society membership) were welcomed

into the worldwide fel lowship of URANTIA Brotherhood: Lori  Lee Adrian, Chip-
pewa Fal ls,  Wisconsin; Larry Aust in,  Farmington, Michigan; Claudia Ayers,
Fair  Oaks, Cal i fornia; Tonia Kay Baney, Kihei,  Maui,  Hawai i ;  Travis W. Binion
Jr. ,  Normandy, Tennessee; Charlot te d' Ingi l lo,  Cheektowaga, New York; Fran-

cine Ernst,  El  Paso, Texas; Cathy C. and Ronald D. Harrel l ,  Mont icel lo,  Flor-
ida; Marian Hughes, Kanuela, Hawai i ;  Wil l iam Robert Jackson, Jr. ,  North Bay,
Michigan; Jonathan Johnson, San Diego, Cal i fornia; Janice E. Mayes, Norfolk,
Virginia;  Beverly Jeanne and Robert  T. Meyer,  Mammoth Lakes, Cal i fornia; Jo
Ann Nelson, Nashvi l le,  Tennessee; Marja Olamo, Helsinki ,  Finland; Stephanie
L. Shaefer,  Fal ls Church, Virginia;  Betsy Slavik,  San Diego, Cal i fornia; Nick

Stefero, Omaha, Nebraska; George Thornbury, Pikevi l le,  Kentucky; Lawrence Em-

mett  Watkins, Charlot tesvi l le,  Virginia;  and Michael Eugene Young, Wichita,

Kansas.

2. The Execut ive Committee approved the 1989 budget for URANTIA Brotherhood
as proposed by the Finance Committee and as amended during discussion. Due

to a substant ial  increase in central  of  f  ice workload and consistent with our
ongoing commitment to providing professional support  services central ly,  the
1989 budget wi l l  require an increased level of  both fund-raising act iv i ty and

support  by the readership. The budget level was passed with the requirement
that the Treasurer and Finance Committee monitor both donat ion receipts and
expenses and make appropriate recommendations to the Execut ive Committee i f
there is insuf f  ic ient support  to fund operat ions. The Finance Committee also
obtained approval in pr inciple of i ts fundraising plans for the coming year,

including the establ ishment of a "Matthew Fund" to help support  central  of-
f ice services, with specif ic act ion on each program deferred unt i l  presenta-

t ion of detai led plans.

3. The changes to the Area Coordinator Program, result ing from a joint  URAN-
TIA Foundat ion and URANTIA Brotherhood meeting, were approved for inclusion
in the program/schedule, along with the names of Area Coordinators proposed

by Domestic Extension. The f inal  draft  of  the Program Management Document
wi l l  be forwarded to URANTIA Foundat ion with the responsibi l i ty for formal i-

zat ion of f inal  approvals vested with the Chairman.



Execut ive Committee Letter page two

4. The proposal to recommend to the General  Counci l  a change in the name of
Domestic Extension Committee to Extension Committee, consistent with language
drafted by Judicial ,  and discussed in Execut ive Committee at i ts June ,  1988
meeting, was approved. The appropriate documentat ion for a const i tut ional
amendment wi l l  be forwarded to General  Counci lors as required in t ime for the
next regular meeting of the Counci l  in June, 1989.

5. I t  was agreed that
the registrat ion fee for
Forest Col lege beginning
wil l  be avai lable short ly.

the of f icers would have the responsibi l i ty of
next summer's Intensive Seminars to be held at
June 26, 1989, based upon budget information

sett ing
Lake

which

6. The Execut ive Committee approved the detai ls of  the Library
Program, as submitted by the committees involved: Internat ional
Domestic Extension, and Fraternal Relat ions. URANTIA Foundat ion
graciously fund al l  aspects of these programs to be administered by

Placement
Fel lowship,
w i l l  aga in
URANTIA

Brotherhood.

7. The recommendation by Internat ional Fel lowship of Wil l iam Wentworth in
Austral ia,  Carlos Zapata in South America, and Brent St.  Denis in Ontar io,
Canada as Area Coordinators was approved by the Execut ive Committee. Execu-
t ion of this phase of the Area Coordinator Program also awaits f inal  approval
by URANTIA Foundat ion.

8. A sub-nominat ing committee, comprised of Lynne Kul ieke, Gard Jameson, and
Bob Bruyn, was establ ished to recommend the slate of nominees for committee
vacancies for elect ion at the upcoming June, 1989 General  Counci l  meet ing.

9. The Executive Committee unanimously approved the KEY WORD INDEX of the
Contents of The URANTIA Book (an alphabetized version of the "Contents of
the Book" out l ine beginning on page xi i i )  as submitted to and approved by
URANTIA Foundat ion. This KEY WORD INDEX wi l l  be owned by URANTIA Foun-
dat ion and, pending f inal izat ion of introductory and copyright language and
format,  wi l l  be targeted for product ion and distr ibut ion by URANTIA Brother-
hood in early 1989. The Finance Committee is considering the use of this
INDEX in i ts fund-raising act iv i ty,  and i t  wi l l  be sold on an ongoing
basis at a pr ice level to be determined once product ion and distr ibut ion
costs are calculated.

10. The chair 's proposal to return the or iginal  s l ides in the Brotherhood's
sl ide-tape "History of the URANTIA Movement" to their  r ightful  owners, and to
direct the Publ icat ions Committee to proceed with f  inal izat ion of this work
in a video format and obtain the necessary copyright releases for the visuals
and music used was approved.

I  l .  I t  was agreed to accept the report  on travel pol icy submitted by the Ad
Hoc committee on travel pol icy (Gard Jameson, Lynne Kul ieke, and Dan Massey)
and present i t  to the General  Counci l  at  i ts February midyear meeting for
comment and appropriate act ion. This report  includes a change in the rate of
mi leage reimbursement and a suggested donat ion to a travel fund from General
Counci lors who, due to the locat ion of Counci l  meet ings, do not incur large
travel expenses. This fund would then be used to help defray a port ion of
travel expenses as both the meeting locat ion and membership composit ion of
the Counci l  changed consequent to worldwide URANTIA Brotherhood growth.
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hold i ts November, 1989 meeting in
meeting, and to consider al ternate
September meeting.

12. The Execut ive Committee agreed to
Chicago since i t  is the annual budget
locat ions in the greater New York area for the

COMMITTEE ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Finance Committee: Gard Jameson reported on his committee's work on a
capital  fund dr ive, deferred giving programs, the "Matthew Fund" noted above,
and, in conjunct ion with Glor iann Harr is,  provided information on categories
of IRS nonprof i t  status and support  f ract ion requirements- I t  was agreed
that Finance would do further research and make the results avai lable both to
the Execut ive Committee and to each society,  both direct ly and via Charter.

Judicial  Committee: Steve Dreier reported that his meeting with the
attorney regarding the Removal Amendment was quite sat isfactory and has
establ ished a basis on which we can move forward to a conclusion. He also
cornmented on the useful  work the attorney had done ( ini t ia l ly for the group
in Finland) on a revised Sample Const i tut ion and a Commentary to explain i ts
pr inciples.

Charter Committee: Avi  Dogim commented that i f  the const i tut ional issues
with the group in Finland were resolved by the wri t ten mater ials and a vis i t
by David Elders and Quin Frazer to meet with the group's governing committee,
i t  was possible that both the group in Finland and the Ontar io group would be
chartered in early June, 1989. [Avi  has recent ly reported that the Finnish
group cou ld  be  char te red  on  June 2-4 ,1989 and the  Ontar io  g roup the  week
fol lowing, thereby el iminat ing a t iming conf l ict . l  Charter wi l l  a lso be eval-
uat ing the Sample Const i tut ion and Commentary along with Judicial  with the
object ive of f inal iz ing mater ials for use with each new group applying for
society status, and incorporat ing what was learned by the interact ion in
Finland both with the governing group and the Finnish attorneys.

Fraternal Relat ions Committee: Peter Laurence commented on the program
his committee wi l l  'present at the Intensive Summer Seminars this next June,
by vir tue of which readers wi l l  become more acquainted with the many ways in
which an individual 's relat ionship with our common Father is both experienced
and expressed in evolut ionary rel igion. He also described a North American
Interfai th gathering in which he part ic ipated earl ier this fal l  as expressive
of an increasing wi l l ingness on the part  of  people f  rom many rel igious groups
to dialogue on their  s imi lar i t ies and explore their  di f  ferences. Peter made
a point of emphasizing the need for readers of The URANTIA Book attending
such gatherings to interact with other rel ig ionists with a level of  respect,
sensit iv i ty,  and responsibi l i ty at  least commensurate with that displaied by
those f  rom the other rel ig ious groups who have come together to share their
rel ig ious experience, not convert  others.

Domestic Extension Committee: Harry McMullan gave a report  on the meet-
ing he, David Elders, and Mari lynn Kul ieke had with Mart in Myers, Glor iann
Harr is,  and Frank Sgaragl ino on November 17, 1988 to discuss and resolve the
remaining issues on the Area Coordinator Program. Harry indicated that al l
of  URANTIA Foundat ion's concerns could and would be addressed in the f inal
documentat ion for the program, and he would proceed to draf t  the necessary
memorandum, request ing that the chairman fol low up to obtain f inal  approval.
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The target date for appointment of the Area Coordinators approved by the Exec-

utive Committee would be January l ,  1989, with training sessions slated for

the 90 days fol lowing. Three regional sessions wil l  be held to faci l i tate

attendance by al l  Area Coordinators appointed. It  was further agreed that
Mike painter would act as office liaison with the Area Coordinators thus in-

suring the ACs of both direct contact and ongoing support services from the
central of f  ice. Finally, Harry noted that the changes and improvements sug-
gested by the Trustees f or the AC Manual would be incorporated in time for

distr ibution to the Coordinators once f inal approvals had been given.

Internat ional Fel lowship Committee:
than 24 book requests had alreadY
brary mai l ing sent out recent lY.
Conference held in Austral ia in

Berkeley Ell iott noted that more
been received from the international l i -
She also reported on both the Pacif ic

October and the tr ip to the Phi l ippines she
Final ly,  her wri t ten report  indicated thatand John Hales made thereaf ter.

the CERDH reader group was planning another internat ional "encounter" in

France for ear ly August,  1989 and would be sending out announcements short ly.

Educat ion Committee: Dan Massey's report  included a summary of the plans

f or the Intensive Summer Seminars scheduled for this coming June which wi l l

focus on the second half of Part III of The URANTIA Book, with a general

theme of "Foundat ions of the Jesusonian Faith,"  with sub-topics including:

Sonship, Brotherhood, Ascending Cit izenship, and the Jesusonian Gospel.  Dan

also ieported that his committee is act ively discussing the subject of  the

committee's relat ionship to other Brotherhood committees as wel l  as other

forms of educat ional act iv i t ies in which the committee might engage.

publ icat ions Committee: J im Johnston noted that his committee was due to

meet immediately fol lowing the Execut ive Committee meeting at which t ime they

were planning to discuss: the def in i t ion of a clear editor ial  pol icy f  or

The Bul let in,  product ion process and t iming, broadening authorship of

art ic les, e tc.  Also, Publ icat ions was seeking Execut ive Committee direct ion

on the "History of the URANTIA Movement" project (see above),  and, with the

aid of Nancy Johnson, was f  inal iz ing a ref ormatt ing of the Brotherhood Cons-

t i tut ion into a booklet.

Special  Projects Committee: Bob Bruyn discussed the composit ion of both

the Ad Hoc Review Committee establ ished to process mater ials for the Resource

Guide for Secondary Works, as wel l  as the guiding mater ials forwarded to each

member to help process the work. Also, Bob has requested on behalf  of  his

committee input from members of the Execut ive Committee with regard to the
' ,Oral  History" Project assigned to Special  Projects in response to a TDA

Resolut ion. Committee concerns expressed to date range from the need to move

quickly on this project whi le some of the or iginal  Forum members are st i l l

a l , ,ai taUte f  or interviews, to the concern that this project is a f  orm of organ-

izat ional sel f- indulgence, and somewhat egot ist ical .  Nonetheless, Special

Projects is moving forward in response to the resolut ion.
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OTHER REPORTS/BUSINESS

l.  David Elders sought and received Execut ive Committee approval to travel
to Helsinki ,  Finland with Quin Frazer,  at torney for URANTIA Foundat ion, to
meet with the Governing Committee of the reader group applying for status as
a chartered URANTIA Society,  on the weekend of November 24-28, 1988. The
purpose of the meeting was to discuss a const i tut ional document which would
be sat isfactory to URANTIA Brotherhood, URANTIA Foundat ion ( from a trademark
standpoint) ,  and to the Finnish authori t ies. t I  can report  that this meeting
was except ional both from the standpoint of  resolving al l  the const i tut ional
issues, and, perhaps most important ly,  by our benef i t t ing from the thinking
of readers whose view of our joint  organizat ional work is di f  ferent f  rom our
own. For fre,  thanks almost ent i rely to the dedicat ion of this f  ine group of
people, this was not an experience of "Americans" and "Finns," but was rather
the humbling experience of planetary ci t izens working together to begin to
form the f i rst  bonds of a dynamic structure of worldwide cooperat ionl .

2.  In an ongoing effort  to improve communicat ions between URANTIA Brother-
hood and URANTIA Foundat ion, Mart in Myers and Diane Elder hosted a breakfast
for the new members of the Execut ive Committee, including Frank Sgaragl ino
and Glor iann Harr is.  Many new ideas were discussed and new relat ionships
were formed which wi l l  be of benef i t  to both organizat ions.

3. A f  inal  report  on the Maine Internat ional Conference was given. We lost
S1,952.00  on  the  conference wh ich  was a t tended by  591 adu l ts ,  100 ch i ld ren ,
and 40 infants.  Whi le we did not ant ic ipate a loss, the Execut ive Committee
f el t  sat isf  ied that the conf erence was a success, that many obstacles were
overcome in administer ing i t ,  and that much was learned which wi l l  help us
manage future large conferences.

4. Gard Jameson reported that the special
matching f  unds for society and study group
He plans to wri te a let ter to each of the
thanks for their  responsiveness.

f  und-raising campaign, of fering
donations, was a sol id success.
part icipating groups to express

5. This Execut ive Committee weekend began with a ret i rement party for Marian
Rowley who seems to be working harder in ret i rement than before. Lisa Sedlar
and Cathy Reed from the off ice put the party together with help from others.
Mari lynn Kul ieke worked on an appropriate gi f  t ,  and Helen Carlson graciously
shared her apartment.  When any of you vis i t  the off ice in the f  uture, look
for Marian's framed nature photographs which now grace the wal ls,  and which
prove to al l  of  us that Marian has a good eye for beauty as wel l  as excel-
lence. She especial ly l iked the gi f t  because i t  was one she both received
and gave!

6. Glor iann Harr is reported on the status of work at the central  of  f ice,
not ing that the workload had increased steadi ly,  and that the new structure
provided the f lexibi l i ty to assign personnel and resources as required to
accomplish specif  ic tasks. She also reported, on behalf  of  John Hales and
the book department,  that he had done some research on book distr ibut ion in
Austral ia whi le there, and was await ing response from URANTIA Foundat ion on
contract ing an internat ional distr ibutor to handle distr ibut ion in Europe.
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CLOSING COMMENTS

As we ponder the many levels of l i fe experience in which we are al l  involved,
f  rom the si tuat ion in the world,  our nat ional l i fe,  our organizat ional work,
our f  amily,  to our individual l ives, we are chal lenged constant ly to grasp
the relat ionship between truth and fact,  ends and means, fai th and bel ief ,
and the signi f icance of personal i ty interact ion. In this regard, there is a
single paragraph on page 555 of The URANTIA Book which, for r€, is an
awesome reminder--when I  f ind myself  caught up in the often petty and tr iv ial
concerns of dai ly l iv ing--that our Father demands, urges, and provides the
tools for our achievement of a qual i ty of thinking, commitment,  and act ion
substant ial ly higher than we might think ourselves capable of reaching.

"Law is l i f  e i tsel f  and not the rules of i ts conduct.  Evi l  is a transgression
of law, not a violat ion of the rules of conduct pertaining to l i fe,  which
is the law. Falsehood is not a matter of  narrat ion technique but some-
thing premeditated as a perversion of t ruth. The creat ion of new pictures
out of old f  acts,  the restatement of parental  l i f  e in the l ives of of  f  spr ing
--these are the art ist ic t r iumphs of t ruth. The shadow of a hair 's turning,
premeditated for an untrue purpose, the sl ightest twist ing or pe rversion of
that which is pr inciple-- these const i tute falseness. But the fet ish of f  act-
ual ized truth, fossi l ized truth, the i ron band of so-cal led unchanging truth,
holds one bl indly in a closed circ le of cold fact.  One can be technical ly
r ight as to fact and everlast ingly wrong in the truth."  555:2

Each new si tuat ion which demands our attent ion, evaluat ion, thinking, and
decision-making confronts us with the responsibi l i ty to f  ul ly understand the
elements which comprise the si tuat ion and in which the correct act ion is
hidden. We must learn better to separate fact f rom truth and having gathered
the one to seek the other.  We need also to dist inguish ends f  rom means and
then not only do what is r ight,  but to do i t  in the r ight way. For those of
us tempted to use the power of intel lectual logic to rat ional ize an act ion,
the last sentence is a clear warning: "One can be technical ly r ight as to
fact and everlast ingly wrong in the truth."  When we are tempted to " judge"

our fel lows for not speaking honest ly,  we should not focus only on "The

shadow of a hair 's turning.. ."  but must also consider the rest:  " . . .premed-

i tated for an untrue purpose, the sl ightest twist ing or perversion of that
which is pr inciple. . ."  f  or i t  is only together that " . . . these const i tute
falseness." The not ion that evi l  is an act ion against the rules humans
devise to manage their  af  fairs is forever changed by the concept that "Evi l

is a transgression of law [ i fe i tsel f ] ,  not a violat ion of the rules of
conduct pertaining to l i fe,  which is the law."

To my knowledge, the only relat ionship referred to in The URANTIA Book
as an end in i tsel f  is the relat ionship between personal i t ies--human and
divine. The news each day def ines a world in which our fel lows die or are
harmed by the weapons of fact.  But I  bel ieve few, i f  any, are harmed by the
conscious perversion of t ruth--proof enough for me that our Father 's wi l l  is
being done. The chal lenge for R€, and perhaps f  or each of you as wel l ,  is
not just to understand these concepts, but to l ive in the world in a manner
expressive of a wholehearted commitment to the truth of personal i ty relat ion-
ships--especial ly when the facts suggest such a relat ionship is impossible.

In deepest fel lowship,

David N. Elders. President

God bless each of vou.


