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CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION MAILED

[nfoemnticn ond repgistration materinls for the 19587 Geperal Coafer-
enee were mailed in late January to everveae who liad retucned the
reply card enclesed in the Sumimer 1986 bssue of FRANTIA Brork-
crﬂaur]' fiulletin, Every reader of The URANTIA Book who plins
to attend this important confercnes alould coturm the cegistration
fozm as svon as possible 1o reglster foe the conference nnd oo pe-
serve menls of campus housiog. I you think youw might like tooat-
tend, 1ake time now to read the enclessd shecr amd eo fill aut and
mail the reply camb The confercnce information and repistration
packet will be sent to you immediately, TF wou previously retucnced
a conlescooe reply cond and hove not yeb recsived your registration
packet, return anather reply cacd now, and write 2 note on It oex-
plaining that you havent gof your packer yer,

REFLECTIONS ON THE
PARIS CONFERENCE

The mecting of students of The LIRANTIA Book in Monvil-
largeune, Fronee, this past sumner was net an exceptional event in
the history of the Urnntla movement, but was rather & lopical step
in the development of the fifth epochal cevelation that will spread
itscli litcle b little, following the translations. Let's underline the
importance, for the spiritoal progress of the planet and the dilfusion
vf the restuted messape of Jesus among the people of the whole
warld, of establishing a lively, mivating proosss of translation us-
ing “the good will of voluniesrs and anonymsous personz”

Hoviog lived throuph this event, from its birth in the mind of o
few' until the final renllzatica of the cxperience fisslf, we can be
sure thnt its development is nat o hazard, but that it has been, if
nat cantrolled, at least perfectly directed by the invisible Bresher-
howd warking throegh each fndividual participant. If the opinions of
those present fudpe the mecting o success, it was duc mainly Lo all
this invisible work done without our knowledge. Weo are most Erofe-
ful For this,

Reflecting an the experiense, it is interesting 1o think abowi s cl-
feet on the proup and the development of the revelation on aur
menikst, The immediate benefit of such nm.:th@-; % ta be able 1o live
with our brothers and slsters, conscious of their ties with the divioe
farever, *Spiritenl growth is mutually stimulated by fntimate asso.
clation with other religionists, Love supplied the soil for religlous
prowth.” [1082:3 000/7-6 Paper 1KLOZ)  Then the participanis have
the fecling of buillding, on eatth, o network of goodwill that s
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SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
IN CHICAGO

A specinl meeting of the Geoccal Council of URANTIA Brotlhcs-
hood was held in Chicoga en 24-25 January 1o cootinucd the work
of the design teams estoblished last speing and o elect 2 new Wi
President af the arganization

Gill Hozen was elected to this position, filling a vacaney created by
the resipnation of Fronk Sgaragling, who was appoioted o Trustes of
URANTIA Foundation last Summmes. Leng active in study  praup
ond Society affairs in the Dallas, Texas area, Bl resently relocated
tr Chicage, asd lives in Hinsdalz, IL, A complete report oo the
Cienzral Council meeting will be preseoted in the Spring fdletin,

The principal focus of the Geaeral Council mesting s 10 repost the
resilta of initial woark by six design teams in the accas af;

Study group develepment

Pregroms, serviees, and resources

Beak sales, macketing, and distribution

The pessonal and spiritual compenent in our waock
Communications fram printed o eleelranic
Internationnlization of URANTIA Brothechocsd

Mast of the desipn teams have held severn] face-to-face meclings
during the past six months. Those teams which could oot meet Tace-
to-lace have communicated estensivoly by mail and telephone con-
feremce call= Cn the meridog of 24 January, followlng the clection
af the Viee President, cach of the desipn tesmns mect 1o prepare
their predcalalions o the General Council. Prosentations hy the six
teams, and discussion by the General Council will cocupy the re-
mzinder of the two doys

e

[t i= expected that delinite plans will be presentcd and, possibly,
approvedl for immediale action in o few prens, such as lest markes-
ing The URANTIA Bosk and new initiatives in Brotherhood
fundraising. Far most of the tcams, however, this meeting will be an
appartunity te reporl progress tooand de rescive guidance from the
Genesal Council a: 3 whole

The mast impestant bencfit of the year-leng design Leam process has
been the opportunity it has afforded the Geoeral Council and mony
ather Brotherheod membore o become involved in constdesation of
mavement-wide aceds and opportonities. Prior o this initintive the
Couneil traditionally met to disciss sueh policy dsues once o WA,
leaving the ongeing consideration of these matters Lo the Exccutive
Committes and the departmental committess. This made it ditficulr
for Councilars act involved in committes activities to stoy informed
abaul cagoing deliberations and 1o have persanal inpur 10 the delib
erntive process. Through the desipn feam process it has becoms oo
sible 1o tap a broader base of expertise in the orpanization and e
involve the official policy makers of URAMTIA Brotherhood mors
clesely lm shaping the implementation asd understanding the ceasc-
guences of pelicy declsions,
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more ar legs fhe sparitual brotherhood which is rofed by the low of
the Farhor—iove.

In watching the life of a group of more than 100 persois, coming
soen cloven countries, speaking seven different longuages, we had
the fecling thot the partelpants wanted very much te undegsiond,
communleais, exchanpe, and share, with sbl theic diffecences, their
wiity with and in the Father, In an ordinary growp, people speaking
the same languape wsually group themselves topesher and we  could
have had smeall growps of Finns, French, or Amerleans, On the con-
trary, il was an incredible mix of people, dusing the meals ns much
af during the wackshops, and it alowed @ sincere desire to up-
derstand and love, helped by the meditatioo—adaration morning aml
night.

There was an atmcsphere of brathechood and peodness o this as-
sembly, Sometimes we stayed in groups wheee no ward was snid,
but the eyes expressed so many brotlecly thoughts thot it was ped
necessary b teansinte to wnderstand. [s this the lampuage of the
spitit? We have almply lived in anticipating the Uraolia e Are
we & priviloped group teo be ahle to live this way, amang aursslves
an the carth? O course not, and pll of us in our Bearts amd minds
know the way that leads to the kingdom.

Lovking into the future, a proccss of intecnational mectings has
beeen bora which will be pursued in Mafie ocxt summer and will
be followed by many more, The value of these meetings is not so
much in their inellectual coatent os what the participants get from
mieeting ather people, transforming thelr intcllcclual concepts of
truth, boauly, and goodness dobo & spicitual cxperience of love, aom-
passion, and apostolate,

But this is ealy one aspect of belng and acting like childsen con-
seigus of their affillatlon with the loving Father, Tt Is casy Lo feel
love for thase who love us amd tolernnes for those whe zive us on-
derstanding. As for the apestelate, it & not difficult with frieads.
Bul, “You are destined to live a sarrew and mean life if you lzacn
tr love only those who love you . The less of lave in any Crea-
ture’s mature, the greater the love nesd, and the more dees divipe
love seek to satisfy such mecd” (17306 17303740 Paper 1565.11)
Chir attenticn and owr cfferts must lead us mostly toward owr gaily
gitVaionmenl. What we have succeeded in aing amonp curscives,
why can't we do with others? There s the real challenge, the schoeal
of sell conteol, of patience, of tolecancs, of [orgivencss, and of
apostolale; it s the hest ficld to pul into action the coocspts of the
Gaspel given by Jesus, and sa marvelously desecibed in our book,
“The true beliover dees not grow wenry in well<laing just hecause
he is thwarted, Difficulty whets the ardor of the froth lover, while
whstacles. only challenge the exerticns of the usdiunicd  kingdem
builder™ (ETA0:8; 174004345 Paper 156.5.21)

By dint of being and acting in accordance with our highest ideal of
truth, heauty, and peodness, we finally win the heart of those who
surpoand ws, they beeome owur friends "As the days pass, every true
belipver becomes more skillful in alluring his fellows into the love
af eternal truth” (174068 1740K10-11; Paper 1566.09)

Finally, the interest in such manifestations is mainly in the faer that
“spiritual growth s mutually stimelated.” The participants share
thieir religious experiences of using the coocepts of The RANTIA
fook in their daily lifs, finding solutions to personal problems dur-
ing worksheps, and especially, it i5 a time to sucround cusselves
with love and beotherhood which bring the growth of ideals and the
desire to de good to others and the burning desire 1o be more and
more like the divine Father.

“Love s infections, and when human devetion @5 intellipent and
wise, love is more calching tham hate, Bui only pesuine and on
selfish Iove is teuly contagious. If each mortal eould enly become o
focus of dynamic affection, this benign virus of love woull 2o0n
pervade the sentimental emotion-stream of humanity 10 such an ox-
1enn thiat all civilization wouwld be encompaseed by love, ond that
would be the realizaties of the beothechood of man® (10583
LB/33-30 Paper 100415)

==Georgs Michslzon-Dupant, France

EUROPEAN SUMMER
SPARKS FELLOWSHIP

Berkeley  Elliotr, Chairman af e Farernational  Fellowship
Commirree, supplied the following thoughts en the Paris con-
ference and her subsequent visic with readers of The URANTIA
Book in Finland,

Paris Conference

The flrst Iateenational Mecting for Reasders of The DRANTIA
Bopk in Paris in Augost of [asf year was 8 iremendous success
Thore was much lowve and fellowship and an opportonity teoget o
knaw our brotliers and sisters from all over the planet [n addition,
the lopening experiencc—hoth spiritual and fntellectual—was shared
and enjayed by all

Cross-fertilization of coptepis appears o0 necesary o0 me for our
better understonding of The URANTIA Book, Pesscnal contact
capldly enlarges our spiritual family and as we share our Father's
Iove with cach of you—nothing T hove ye! encountercd in my life-
time can come clese to this expericoce. Thanks to ench of you amd
thanks to our fother-brother Michacl and our Universal Fatlied?

Finland Visit

From the terrific Paris Canfersnce, elght of us flew to Helsinki,
Finlanid We arcived Sundny eveaing (before the peeple who had at-
tended the Paris meetiog wese home) and after a hes and boat tour
af the city an Monday, we were picked up and taken to Joel Rehn.
strom’e  “countey”  home. After walking  around  their  beawtiful
acrcoge, we had snacke and a good visit with & or 8 peopls, Tucs-
day we were picked up and all taken ca a two-hour frip 1o a spe-
cinl placs for lunch, souna, and then a visil in the two hundred
vear old home of Kirsti Ketooen,

That evening many of us gathered ot the apactment of Morh Svens-
son for a great dinner and fellowship. On Wednesday several of the
group helped ws with shopping and were so warm and laving, it
Wik &8 though we had nlwaye been fhe greatest of friends, They all
went out of thelr way to be extra “caring” and, whea many came ta
the nirpore both Lefore we left for Russin sl upon oor midnight
fetuen, we were overjoyed,

The hospitality and love we cxperienced with this proup of approx-
imately 40 resders was overwhelming! How very forlumale we are!
[ trust we will spon have an opportumily o reciprocate.

READERS MEET IN
ENGLAND

A meeting of readers of The URANTIA Bock from the United
Elngdom was beld in MNocth Harrow, near Lomdon, oo the weskend
of 26 July 1986, Ten Beltish readers traveled from as far as Ay,
Scatland and  Whithourne, Enpland o aftend the  scssions.  Five
Americans traveling in England attended the meetings alsa,

The gathering was held at the home of Pamela and Gez Lamb, The
study was led by Hency Bepemann of Waossenanr, Metherionds The
tepic was Faper 102, Pecscoality Survival Discussion centered on
guostions and comments about the paper prepessd by Heary o
group membare through correspondence,

The British resders have met infrequently because of traveling dis-
latice between them, hot b2fere the meoting ended they resolved 1o
meet repalarly, alternating between the nacth and south of Englasd

There was great camncaderie and shacing during brenks for tes and
meals. The opportunity to share thoughts, feelings, and spiritual
vearnlngs with transatlantic hrathers and sisicrs was a privilegz and

a jay.
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FINNS VISITED BY
AMERICAN READERS

Marfja Svenssor and Sata Jifive of Finland provided the Bul-
letin with ¢his report on the visit to Finland by a gproup of
American readers of The URANTIA Baok

Herkeley Elleat of Oklahaomn nnd ssven other readers foom the
Uniled States—Tam  Allen, Collesn  Holden-Mullins  and  Susan
Wright of Oklnhoma; John Hales, Pacl and Mory Snider of Hinois
and Dhebaral Foster of Alaska—visited Finland aftsr the intecna-
tional meeting in France. Qur visitars were brothers and sistzrs ea-
gor b Enow how this part of the family was doing.

They had arronped the obligatory sightsesing part of the tour them-
selves but the meal of the time they were more or less oocupied
with Fionish readers of The URANTTA Book. During the visit thesy
mcl the Finnish translator, Seppo Kanerva, as well a5 many of us
who suppart the Filonish translation wark of The PRANTIA Book

Wi shared those days in many woys. We shared souna and ewim-
ming, singing and shopping—and woshing dishes, Ope night we had
a party and tried fo record on fape Tom singing and  playing
“Burely the presence of the Lord is in this place” and we pol a
taps of a living family that bad a parly, That's the poiot. We lved
those days topether whers we were and ns we wers, Az bBrothers
amndl slstees,

Everyanz of ws as a steey of ane's cwn But we are gathering the
worl tegothee as it 35 said in Suzans sl Tom's song. We'll pathar
the waorld with love. There are many of uws we are not alone. Apd
we have the presenes of our heavenly Father within each of o5 We
have his lave to share. Forever

NOTES FROM THE FIELD

From time ta time the editors af URANTIA Brotherhood Balletin
fearn of important accomplishmenss by individus! readers ar
URANTTA Socicties whick are of potential interess to all reqd-
ery af The URANTIA Book. [ iy opr infert to begin to recap-
nize these accomplishments, This ariicle reporis a few of these
evenls for the past siz months. We apolopize for the omizsion
af items which you may consider noteworthy, Generally, the edi-
fars fiave e way lo krow of phese evenrs unless someons in-
farms us. In the future, we will seleer items far publication
bated an our assessmert af thelr peneral inferest,

Cruane Faw (Mallbu, CA) 2 longtime teader of The DRANTIA
fioak and & knowledgeable student of the Bible, has spent many
years wlentifying the similarltles s differcoces hetween the two
tests This past Fall Duenne's work culmioated in she publication of
the Paramory, n 400 pape tabulation of over 25000 eress refer-
ences

Helena Sprague iFuTmillahl!ﬂ. CT) iz nn expericoced reader of The
HH.“LI"rT.I'r.-"t Book, leop concerned with how some central fdens
might ke atteactlvely prescoted to teenapers amd young adulks
thraupgh & work of fiction. Helenas project was completed with the
reconl publication of David Zebedee and Rath, 2 oovel bulll oo
the characters and slivations of Jesus' ministry as described in the
Lags Summer Joff Wattles (Boulder, CO) secepted the positian  aof
Dircetor of The Hoolder School for Students of The DRANTIA
Hook. Jeff is a knowledgeable reader who hag taupht philosaphy
and religian a1 the eollegs lovel For many yenrs, Ameag other active
itles, e has sought to enhanes the understanding which readers of
The URANTTA fook have of the concepls of the hook and their
relationship to the belicf  systems of world  philosophies  and
religions,

IDEAS SOUGHT FOR
FUTURE CONFERENCES

Il & at this time we sart making plans for the next General Coo-
ference, actuslly the nest two, in 1990 and efther 1993 oo possibly
LM, ginoe that year will b the 20D bicthday of Jesus W would
very much like your cheughts oo the following

L A site for either or both of the next two Ceoferences
. Locatica
b Approximate size of facility (pumber of peaple it
woald accommicdotie)
c. As much detailed information as possible (eatimate of
cusl, numhber of ceoference and woerkshap ronms, sie)

2. The same Information as above for either the year of 1993 or
14 —and your preference,

A Do you think we sheuld continue o hald Genernl Comlerences
every 3 years?! Should they he  held  outside the  United
States—at least cvery odther time? Would a leoper pericd of
tiene between he mare desieable?

Please gend this inlermativa 1o me ond ouwr Cemmittee will po 10
work oo ab Kiodly address vour letbers to

Berkeley Ellicti, Chairman

d o Committee on Site Seleetiom
14 Southweses S70th Street
Oklahomn City, OK 73139

Thanks for your idens

CONFERENCE CALENDAR

Apeil 2826, Southwest Regional Forum, Lake Mueray Lodss, Ard
mare, DK, Tlebe: "As We Pass By” Cootoct: John Hwide, 510
Glen Cove, Richarcson, TX 75080 Phones (214) 2359724,

Jupe 12-14, Geneva Pack, Ovillin, Ontorlo, Conada. Contacs Robert
Pops, 1058 Belle Tsle Yiew, Windsor, Ontario NES-3G5 Phane:
(519) 048-373%

June 1921, Midwest Cooference, Davenport, TA. Thems “The
URANTIA Book ond Yow A Spiritual Fellowship Coafce-
cacs” Contact Timothy Young, 507 Weodlawn, Mussatioe, [A
J1761. Pheme: (319} 263-B00E. Or contact: Palrick Kapp, 1323
I53h St A, Moline, IL - 61265 Phane: (304) 797-1565

August L8 185Y Genccal Conference, Bowdoln College, Bronswick,
Malne. Theme: "Our Relotionship with Ged; Pessenal Traos:
formation and Iie Fower Lo Transioom the World” Contact
LUEANTIA Brotherhood, 533 Diversey Packway, Chicaga, [L
G4, Phone: (312) 3270424,

LRANTIA® Brotherhood Bulletin
Published quarterly by
Fublications Committee, URANTIA Brotherhood
a32 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, Illinois 60614

Dan Massey, Editer; Eileen Lavrence, Interoationnl Editar: Neal
Waldrop, Conference Editer; Lisa Renn, Society Bdltor; John Hales,
Producticn and Cieeulation; Madeline Strass, Tramslotor; Contributers

Barbara Dreier, Gecrge Michelson-Dupant, Beckeley Elliott, Peler

Laurence, Satu Sihve, Macjn Svensson,

Capyright © 1987 by URANTIA Brathechood Carporation
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
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RELIGIONS OF OUR WORLD

Thix article is presented by rhe Froternal Felaiions Coemmdires
as @ part af opr confinuig e!gﬂrr o being o students of The
UIRANTIA Hook a flavor ﬂf’ the reliplous diversity and spivitual
anily that currently cxisis ameng the peoples of our world. Qur
presenfafion in fhis faaee covcerns the Urity chierches,

Untly was estublished by Chorles and Myrtle Fillmore in the 18972
Toufay there are about 400 LUnity churches In the Usited Stales and
abaut 40 absead, These are many ether groops of students of Unity
i argas that have no churches. Ministers nre eained ond acceedited
by Unity School of Christianity at Unicy Village, Missouric

Onz af the books that best presents Unlty thought @5 Afrernarives,
written by ‘Willism L. Foscher and published by Unity Scheol of
Christianity in 1880 The following topics are taken from this book
and the descriptions summarize the authess original material,

Gl is seen ns a wniversal spiritual presence but is also pressnt
a5 a specially focalized spiritkal peesence within sach persan. This
presence is offen ealled the Christ Spirit. The search for Gad, thes,
is seen primarily as o personal inward journey.

Jesws: I8 called gur Wayshower. Unity sees Jesus ns one who came
10 shaw us the way o the Father rather than as ome wha desiresd
ta be worshiped as God Unity attempts o teach the celigion of Je-
sus pather than 1he religion about him,

frayer; may conslst In past of affirmations. We affirm the desir-
able spieitual aiml neaspiritual good thot we know the Father would
want kg children 1o have. It is also a sincers dialopue with our Fa-
ther.

Mediratiga:  Studeots of Unity are wrged o practiee “the silence.”
a time of poing inward too ceatact the dadwelling spirdt of Goid
Mueditntion con be a time of listening for answers nfier 8 time of
prayes; this s the listening part of the peayer dinlogus.

fleqgven and Hell:  are seen primarily a3 staree of consciousness
fathor than physical locations, Heaven is aligniog ocursclves with
Gea's will or finding the kingdom of Ood within. Hell is the illu-
sian of separntion (eom Jod which might alsa be ussd ns the defi-
nitian of sin

faptism and Communion:  Unity recopnizss symbolic forms af

Both bul geocrally  witheut the material symbols sech as breasl,
wine, and water,

Life After Degth: Relocarnation i scen as a desirable alternative
10 the concept of instanl perfecticn or efernal damnation, Many Feel
that alte our evolution throwgh many lifstimes, we aseend perma-
nently to same higher and more spiritual level of existence,

People moy beloog to Unity ond lave considerably different views
from thess just listed and fecl quitc comfortablz in the chureh. As
Focher siates, “Perhaps you keave fownd it cagy 10 accept some of
these idens but nez the others If Lhis is the case, fine, Acceps those
you ean and sel aside those you eannot” Compare this with the
atatemment thal “There is great hope for any church that dares to
remave all creedal peressure from its members” (10353)  Coples of
Avernarives and additivna] information about Unity may be ab-
lained by comtacting your loczl Unity ehureh or from Unity School
af Christianity, Unity ¥illage, Mistours 465

Your response to our call for the submission of articles has
been gratifying. We welcome additional comtribudions rhar foi-
fow the formar which we've establisked in previcus issues, and
that help to enlarge our understanding of the varieties of reli-
plous expression on Pranio

“Wihile your religion is a matter of personal expericope, i1 s mast
important that you should be exposed fo the koowledge of a vast
number of ather religioss cxpericnoss (the diverse interpretations of
ather amd divesse mortals) e the end that you may prevent your
religions life from becoming egecenteic—eircumscoribed, selfish, and
unsocial,® (132 TEHNG-1% Paper L3.03)

LA LRARTI, Fubdic aticn
T —_—

LETTER FROM ALASKA

Lasr year URANTLA Trathechood Bulletin published an bnvirarion
Srom the Northern Light URANTIA Society of Alasks Sar
repders warldwlide Ie parbclpate in g chronows reading af
The URANRTIA Bock dering 1954, The following lelter reporss
the reswirs of thar ef forr and gugpests some new direcsions.

The Morthern Light IRAMTLIA Seciety of Alaska is pleased to an-
nounce that our spessored project “Heading The DTRANTTA Rook
Together™ in 1986 has drown o it successinl conclusion. Wed like
10 expreis our grateful appresiation to all the dedicated pacticipants

Wihat a furmidable task in todays busy wocld!  Joined together,
prapreseing o synchseay, over 130 studsnts from 22 differcot states,
4 Copadian provinces, and 2 other countrles, have cead together The
URANTIA Bogk in its entirety in onc year. What an accomplish-
mentl  What Betler way Lo pet to know owr Father, than tirough a
complele study of the revelatory h:n-u-wl:.-d__a;-: eziil Lo us by our Cre-
ator Brother, Michoel of Mebadon,

We have decided to make this an oogoing annual project and lonk
forward with joyful antlcipation to a mew “Reading Togsther” pro-
jeet for 13687, Let us bopin topether, the first week of January, read-
ing 4 papers weekly and every week thereafter until its compiztion,

A monthly letter will go cut o all parteipants and we eocournge
cemmunication. We invite each of you to send aor way any com-
meats, sugpestions, insighis, qusstions oo study aids you may wish o
share with other readers.

Let us pray together, Let we road together. Let ws joln in this effort
to make 1987 a “Yeoar of Devoted Stwly” On page 2077 Fhe
URANTIA Beak tells us “One of the great troubles with modern
life is that man thinks he 8 teo busy e find time for spicitual
meditation and religious devation™ (20073, 209701516 Paper 1956.7)
The Reading Projest s one of many ways we can heighten our spirs
itual awarcne=s and express our dedication.

CGeal's hlessiog 10 you, o beaatiful child of our Eternal Futher.

Reading Group
oo Morthern Light URANTIA Socicly of Alaska
35 Arctic Tilyd, #9792

Anchorape, Alaska 99503

Lnless atherwise Indicated, quoiations and other materizl herein are
from The UPRANTIA Book, copyripht = 1355 by URANTIA
Foundation, all rights resecved, and are used by permission Aoy
apinins af conclusions, whether stated or Implicd, are those of the

authars and mot necessarily repeesentative of URANTIA Fourdaticn
or URANTIA Brodherhood,
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