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INTENSIVE STUDY
SESSION
REGISTRATION
REMINDER

The Echecation Committer of URANTIA Bralherhood is EEONISOTINE @
fear-day Inlersive Study Session devated 1o shchy of Par Il of The
LIRANTIA Book, 1o be held al Lake Forest Collega, Lake Foreet, 1L, June
23-26, 1986. This vear, the sesssons combine the study of the book in
davtirne proups with a special program of the Fraternal Relations Com-
mittee in the evenings, which will center an preseniziions about vanious
world redigions by knowledgrable representatives,

The plan of the Education Commitiee: in spansoring these meetings is o
maxirmize shecty of the book, enhance individual participation in sty
sessions, and provide a varicty of presentations and formats in sl
grougs. The pumcose of these meetings s 1o increase ha knowledps of
ndividual readers about the book and about novel meshods of present-
g s conlent.

Il vou hawee not received regisiratian materials for the Intensive Sluly
Sessbon, and would like ro attend, please write LIRAMTIA Bratherhood,
333 Diversay Parkway, Chicago, IL 60614 or call [312) 31270424 30
soon a5 wsible,

W yeas have already received your registration materials, pleass remem-
ber to return them promptly 10 reserve your space and I help the
commiltées in planning this impaorant meating.

IMPORTANCE OF
PERSONAL OUTREACH

Dear fellow readers of The URANTIA Book:

“Therse who know God have experienced the fact of his presence; such
God-knowing mortals hold in their personal experience the anly positive
preod of the existence of the living God which ene human being can nifer
o anather, The existence of God is utterly beyond all possibility of
demeonsiration except for the conlact between the Cod-consciousness of
the bueman mind and the Ged-peecence of the Theught Adjuszer tha
indwells the mortal intellect and is bestomed wpan man as the free il o
th Universal Father,” [24:7)

See Cuteach an Page 7
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URANTIA BOOK
EXAMINED BY
AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF RELIGION

O Movember 25, 1905, The URANTIA fook ook (6 Tl sbrpy bt
academic acceplance as a serious work for theological study, It was the
whiect of a “consultation® a1 the annual meeting of the prestigiogs
American Acaderny of Religion in Anaheim, Califarnia, cn the theme
“The URANTIA Book in Religious Studies,”

Mew subjocts are introduced to the Academy by means of an exploratary
consultation e delermine their value to the members for fudher aludy
ard research., The consullztion then recommends whether o ilrop the
subject, bold saminars on the subject for thee nest five vears. o hold a
second {and final) consultation the next year to decide which coursa o
fellow. At lease twenty AAR members must commit themeelves to sup-
pon sentnar activities.

The consultation arose from a proposal made in jest while e AAR
officials were discussing future AAR activities in a bar. Much o the
surprise of the proposer, the ather individual thought it a great idea, and
calls were made for participants, One agreed Io chair the consultation,
the other to present a paper. Thoy persiaded s colleagues, neither of
whiom wene serious resdiers of the book, 1o examine it anel present papers
on it A call was made through an AAR publication for voluntesrs to
present papeers, and Dr. Jarmes C. Mills and Dr. Meredith ), Spranger
responeded, Ezch i a longaime student of the boak,

The comsultation was chaired by Dr. fohn © Meagher, St Michasl’s
Callege, University of Toranto, a past president of AAR. Al the consulta.
fion fivee papers were presented by participants.

Dr. Sprunger's paper, “The LURANTIA ook and Beliginus Studies,”
presented the book as being *remarkably effective in stimulating creative
thinking in philosophy, religion, and cullure,” He suggested numerous
titbes suitable for docloral dissertations derived from the book,

Dr. Dravied L. Miller of Syracuse University, in a paper an “Urantia:
Religion as Taxture,” discussed the role of “lest* In the taditions of
*Religions of the Book,” and examined The URANTIA Book agaknsi this
background. He concluded that any religion which might grovw out of it
wikiled be iconoclastic as distinguised from cult-forming, and that the
book is *a text thal is nota “text,” but 2 lexture detexiualizing cther texes,”

dee Examined an Page 3
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Cherneach fmom Fage !

This quatation, parhaps as much as ormore than mary athers, poweriul-
Iy underscores the primany way in which our fifth epochal revelation
st fived s wany arcuned our small planet, YWhiks our organizational
activities are discussed, while decistons ane being mide, while we
fine-ture the tools of our work, each of the God-knowing parsans who
Comprise this community we call UEANTIA Brotherhood st push
back the barders of planetary consciousness with the personal commil-
ment I living these teachings every moment of every day.

The daily work of URAMTIA Brolherbood B mot, nos can it evar be,
redigion, Increasingly our organizational woak will be geaned o moee
efficiently support individuals in their outreach elfors, However, bes
causz of the persanal nature of the raligion we ane helping to reveal, our
prierasy aulrech must alwavs contaln elements of pareonal expression,

This is said nof 1o confpume up discwssion of our advanising policy, o io
sUpREst ary |i|.'|'|i:';. o l:|'||: Iy of r_ll.ll:m-ibc'l‘l !|1:|t Iy dar imiky fed It
approprizie at this time, but rather 1o suggest that this is the Gme for
parsanal minlsiey; this is thea time foreach of us commitied ko this work bo
reah ol o olhers and bat tham see what it means bo be an awana child of
God; this i the fime toowork inowhateser sphere of activiey we find
ourselves o increase awareness of the presence an our world of this
reseedlation,

I i wholly camect for those persons inbarested in organizational activi-
ties 10 forbheghtly parbcipate in the onpoing discussion of what =
appropriaie lor URANTIA Brotherhood fo do, intermationally, naticnal-
Iy, or Jocally. But, wa can never ket these orqoing discussions take the
place of the waek which must In Fact be done by the individuad—personal
and continuing outreach. The Brotherbood cammot dothis kimd of minis
iry, becausze it is mod a person; our Father dwells not in ourorganization,
bt an mach and every member, The organization cannet make jhe
teachings come alive in personal experence as a demonsiration to
athers of the presence within of our common Fathers: only individuals
can do that, and must dothat. That is not tosay that thare wdll not come a
girree 1o broiclen cur scepe of organizational activities an behalf of this
revalation, We will surely do that, hopelully 2t the comect time and
hased upon the wise recognition of proper evolutionary clrcumstances
and wath the encesragement and suppor of each and every member of
our caommunity, Buttaday, and every day, we have the choice to aither
speendd our energles and elions comecting what we believe (5 wiong, o
shonw, or worthless, or we can redoubbe cur personal efforts o make the
best of whatever sitwation we find ourselves in, and work 1o make our
freends, our acquaintances, businass aszociales—everyone we chance
fer mepl—iweare ol our God and aweare of e latest revelation ol his

bring,

I thse paper on Social Probiems of Religion, we are glven soms posariul
warnings with regasd to instiltionalization, Wiile we should take heed
of all of thesa, two are especially pestinent 10 this discussion: " Cdiver-
sion of reliaiea from the service of God 1o the service of the church;
inclinmgtion of the leaders 1o become adminisabon ingesd of minis-
ters.. " (1024 Allhough cur Brotherhood is net a church, and although
our leaders are not ministers, these two warnings should b= takan as
applicabile, iy opinion, ooeach and every one ol us, To the degree
that we sperd time on administrative matters involving our Brotherhood,
we e ned spending Hme on personal outreach, To the degree that we
itllewe our ceganizaticns (URARTIA Brotherhood or amy athes) i come
between curselves and cach other, or cach of us and any other person,
wie have bagun o serve the crganizalion and not God. Thus, each ol us
hias the confinueing cholce 10 be minisies, or administrators?

LIRAMTIA Brotherhood, as an organizational entity, must pedorce move
more slowly tham each parson individually. Furiher, much of e sk of
the organization necessarily must be of @ scalfalding and supporting
nature, There are valid discussions, necessary decizions, worhwhile
persanal ard group Interactions. And, there is a profound value to tha
willing and responsble commiment sach of us makes o the group
process which must guide our organizational activities,

Bt there e p samilar constraanls 1o pesonal minksieg! Heow each ol us
acts is between us, our Father withing and ancther person, Each pemson in
our evalving community has both the ability and responsibility 1o act
positivaly to bring this revelation into living existence on this planat. It
b ber :-|.||.;:,',|_-5I,|:_-1_1 that if each are af us el 1|n|'|.I CHtEr IMORE Pernn
each rmonth fonly 12 this vearl aware of The URANTIA Book, and each
af those did the samse, everpone on the planed would soon knoss about .
While we cannot affect how those we make aware will act, and while it
seprnis inappropriale o messane pesonal minstey inguantitative lerms,
is it foo much 1oask oumsehas 1o act this yearin sich @ way as o bring
savaral more of cur fellows into awareress of sonship and awareness of
ihe existence on the planst of a nesw ravelation of our Father's baing? As
meaddens commiiten] 1o Chese peachings, canowe e satisfied with doing
less? .. The weak indulge in resolutions, butthe sireng act. Life is but a
day’s work=do it well, The act is ours; the conssquences Goad's.”
15562131

s Elclers

ANNUAL FUND
DRIVE CONTINUES

Readers of the Bullelin are reminded that it is never too [ate to respond bo
the annual funds appeal by URAKTIA Brotherhood and  LDRASTLA
Foundation, This year, morn than in proviows vears, the Brotherhood
must rely an the genarosity of its members and friends {0 suppor the
wiork af stancling comemitiees and the headgquariers siali;,

Il you think activities like library book placersent, efficient wholesale
and refail book distributon, mational conference ancd .‘\.Il.lrl".' SEINETEIS,
improved communications, Sulletin publication, and grecting and sup-
poring new readers are important o the expansion of the mevelation,
youn can beb keep these programs warking by comribating o pledginga
condribution 1o the work of the central organizations today.

PLANNING AND
ADVISORY GROUPS
FORMED FOR 1987

CONFERENCE

Planning and organization for the 1987 Genaml Conference, 1o be hald
Avgust 327, 1987 at Bowdoin College, Bronseack, Maine, is proceeding
rapidly, according the Marilynn Kulieke, Conference Chaimman, URAN-
TiA Societies and readars weorldwide have been invited to panicipate i
Conlerence Advisory Commitles, which will mesl June 22, 194, at
Laks Fomest Collepe,

The ideas and recommendations of the Advisory Cormmies will b
actedl on by the Cooference Planning Commiltes, consisting of the
Conference Chairman and the Co-Chairmen of working committees on
conference program, sile arrangaments, and special programs. These
respoasible individuals are—Program: Lucile Faw (S4alibu, CALand Polly
Friedman {Calabasas, €A} Site: Alizon Cardner {Sherborn, &A1 and
facoues Tetrault (sanireal, PO); Special Program: Cece Fosrestar {Chi-
carpen, ILY anel David Kulieke (Lake Blhofi, 1L An isitial mesting of the
Flanning Committee will be hold Apl 17, 1966 in Orlando, Florida,
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Dr. saille” paper, "The Origin and Proliferation of Realily as Seen from
the: Perspective of The URANTIA Book,” demonstrated, as a practical
example, Ihe degth of philesophical insights in the book,

Frofessor [ohn E, Collins of Wake Forest Liniversity, in "The Cosmaology
of The URANTIA Book and Contemporary Cosmology,” conmpaned
sorni scienbific stabements in the book with Bxath current and farmer
beliefs about ther, and concluded that the book disagress with current
scientidic belieds, hut is consistent with beliefs held prioe 1o 1954,
Although he found he book challenging, he concluded it is in arror
conceming its scientific pronouncemaents, and was wrilten by hurnans,
knoweledgeable about science, during the first hali of this contury, Af the
ime af his presentation he apgeared o B ureware of the limitations
placed upon revelation conceming science’ mentioned on p. 1109,

Dr. Thomas ). Clarke of Stonehill College, in "The God Concept of The
URANTIA Baok,” gave a scholady analysis of ihe God concent of the
Bk vis-a-vis contemparary Catholic religiows thought, He concluded
that its “roticn of human freedom as the poeer of will indapendent of the
cosmodogical onder doss not illow for an inbegrated doctrine of human
and divine life.” He sid that the book “rather than escaping from
Christianity, is a typical popularized or vulgar [comman) interpretalson
of Christianity that fals to grasp the dectrine of uncenditional grace as
the: expressson of the God-concept of Jesus and his disciples.” After the
prresentation, he admitied that he had not re-read Part 1V of the Book afier
a cursary reading.

Whiler the inaccuracies in sone of these presentations will be disappoint-
ing o serious students of the book, all the presemations weee dignified,
schaolarly, and serious, Criticism was thoushiful and fair from e e
point of the speakers, They reflected substantial and serioas scholarly
work in wiich conoepts in The URANTIA fook were evaluated in lemms
of contemporary sciance and thealogy.

The consulistian was atlerded by over 20 readers from the West Coasi
nod members of AAR. They observed firsti-hand the tepical results of
schcdarty examination of The URANTIA Book by acadermnicians of va-
riows deciplines

The business session of the consultatian determined that itwould recam-
miendd halding a second, and final, consultation at the next annual
meeling of he AAR in Allanta, Georgia, 22-25 Moverber, 1986, In
subzequent planning delibemations the povemning body of the AAR ra-
tected this recommendation, with the result Bt a second cansultation
sl st e el at Adlanta.

The imgcetance of the consultation at Anaheirm should not bs underesii-
muted, This meeting constituted a recognition and consideration of the
content of The LIRASNTIA Book in the academic religious community at a
kvl hitherto unachiseed, While the rejection of a secord consultation
al Allanta was a disappointment to its organizers, itis likely that the AAR
will meurn to the subject of the book in future vears as its spirityal
significance becomes better known and more fully appreciased.
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CONFERENCE
CALENDAR

May 16-14, URANTIA Society of Dallas, Lake Murray, Ardmore, CK,
Contact: John Hyde, 910 Glen Cove Dr., Richardsen, TX 75080,
Phone: (214) 235-1724.

lune 6-8, Kansas City Study Groups, Park College, Parkville, MO,
Theme: “Spériual Arrcbic—Exercising Our Emerging Being” Contact:
Mrs. lla L. Hall, 8700 E. 1101k 5., Kansas Cily, MO 64143, Phone:
16 763-2008.

June &-f, Ottawa Swudy Group. Geneva Park Conference Contra.
Therme: Jesus” Life and His Parables” Contact: Brent S, Dennis, 3189
Cymipic Wiy, Gloucester, ON, CANMADA 11T 1%2, Phone: 1613)
T31-27A5,

June 7-8, Australia Swdy Groups, in Melbourne. Theme: “Sorvica”
Contach Mr. Mell Francey, PaOL Box 606, Brizhion, Vicioria 3186
AUSTRALIA. Phone; 592-626%,

Jurt 13-15, URANTIA Book Students of Inland BMortbeest, Near Coer
d'Alena, Idabice. Theme: "Reach Cut and Touch Someons” Contact:

Thomas Orjala, 307 5. 19h 51, Coour d'Alsne, 1D 338714, Phane:
(208) BEF-4 178,

fune 23-26, Intensive Study Seminar, Educalion Commitiee of RN
TiA Brotherfood. Lake Forest College, Lake Forest, [L. Study: Part 1 of
The URAMTIA Book. Contact: URAMTIA Brolherbosd, 533 [iveresey
Faskway, Chicago, IL 60614, Phonae: (312) 3270424,

[uly 1625, (Mote: change of dale from August 8151, Roulder Schoal,
Bouldar, CC. Themae: “Whaola-hearted Living; Integrating the Secular
and Spirtual Lives” Conlact: Lo Mever, Boulder School, 1627 1k
5., Boulder, ©O 80302, Phone; {303 443-8154,

August 3-11, French International Conference, Chateau de Ronivil-
largenne, Gouvieus-Chantilly, near Paris. Coataicl: br Cienre
Michelson-Dupent, 3 bis Grande Rue, 77940 Blennes, FRANCE, or
Berkaley Elliott, 14 5 W 97th 51, Oklahoma City, QK 73139, Phone:
1H15) FO4-207E,

August 8-10, Midwist Conlerence, Macdison, Wi, Theme: “The Pre-
sence of Ciod™ Contzct: Brad Shrake, 9686 Stadt Road, Marshficld, W
S840, Phone: (715) 384-5922,

August 17-20, Norhwest Conference, Wam Beach Camp & Christian
Convention Center near Stanwood, WA, Theme: “Reaching In-
Reaching Cut” Contact: Roy Healy, 3506 Camsica Way, Viancouyer,
BC, CAMADA VES 43

Auvgust 29-31, Mashwille Group Conference, Fall Craek Falls Stale Park,
Pikewille, T, Contact: Mrs. Melissa Wells, 315 Sath Ave, N, Nash-
ville, TM 37208, Fhone: [615) 383-7113.

Octefser 24-26, Firsl URANTIA Society of Oklaboma Forum, Lake M-
ey, Ardmiore, 0%, Theme: "The URAMTIA Book—Inlermational Vies.
paints” Contact; Michael Challis, 206 M W 115t 8, Oldahoma Ciey,
Ok 73118, Phone: (405 5210806,
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RELIGIONS OF
URANTIA

This i the first in a series of anicles sponsared by the Fratemnal Balations
Commiltee, Olur purpose it provide 3 brief glimpse of he broad
diversity of religions cxpresssion that has been ingitstionalized in the
cultures of this world, and to highlight aspects of these varicus traditions
wiich might bacome slapping stares toward a growing sense aof spirilal
unity amang religionists from a variety of backgrounds. To accomplish
this pursse, we will be presenting satements taken directly from e
literature of organizations devoled 1o the practice or study of religion.
Whanever pesshle these articles will e reviewed by members of the
omganizations dezcribed o insure that their ideas have been Gaithiully
representad. We hope that you will fird this service s be bath infomma-
five and helpiul 3= you interact with peceole wla negrowent the poinls of
vienw i llustrged hore,

Ourinitial contritution deals with one of several Buddhist organizations
that have tixken root within Westem culure, The following excerpts are
taken from a pamphlet entitled Inrodection to M5 which describes
some af the Beliefz and activities of this particular smoup:

“Michiren Shashu Soka Gakkai of America (MSA) is the Lay ceganization

of believers in the 1.5, ‘Nichiren Shoshe® means “orthodox schaal of
Michiren.” WSA peovides a way to learn and practice Buddhizm for
thousands of members with divesse social and ethnic backgrounds,
apes, rmces, and prafessions, It was founded in 1960 by Gearae M,
Williams, presemly N5A general director, MSA has sister organizations
in 117 countries whera 17 million believers praciice & part of Seka
Gakkai Intemational, beaded by Daisaku keda.

“MEAT goal s 1o introduce Buddhism in America, primarily through
small informal meetings held in member's hames, whers individoa s
share thieir experiences and answer lhe questions of neveomers, Inbo-
ductary meetings, culture festivals, lecturs and seminars of Camipirise:
M5A's basic activities 1o promole peace, cullure and education.”

Frorm a subsection Gifed “Fulure: World Peace a Reality” we read gl
ollowing:

“Seen from one viewpolat, hurman history sesms nothing bt ane war

aflter another, wilh beief, intermitient periods of unstable peace. Infla-
fion, enviormental pollwtion, terarism, inclfeciual leadesship and a
hast of ather seemingly insoluble problems create chacs, Add (o this the
ever-presen] thraat ol muclear war and i & difficult to lnow wheare o
bepin to make thee challenge. The real throat is that our atiention to the
ettrnal situation will rob us of the energy and creativity we nead 10
change ourselves, Each of us must realize that only the development of
his or her lile-condition from the inside out will ultimately solve the
peoblem,

*The establishment of a true respect for life and the dignity of the
individual, crucial to a lasting peace, is among the moes difficult of all
undertakings. The Bucddhist movement, cansisting of the steadiast ofiorts
of the individual to promote such respect in himsali and ozhers, is a
graclual but sure process,

“Soka Cakkai Interrational President Daisaku lkada has said that ‘a Freat
revalution of characler in just & single person will help achicve a change
i ther destiny of a natian and, further, will enakbe a change in the dastiny
of all mankined, ™

Compare these slalements with those in The URANTIA ook which
discuss the afiect of individual irmnsformation on sacial evolution.
Copies of the original pamphlet may be obtained by writing to N5A ot
G2 Wiest Wrightwooo Avenee, Chicago, IL A0614, WSA centars exist in
ather localities and can be found in the wlephone direciory.

The Fratemal Relators Comenistee wauld like s invite the submission of
articles similar o the above from any interesed reader who wanis ko
participate in developing a sreater understanding of the woeld's rali-
gions. Thisis an activity in which we can all share and through which we
can help exch other to grow in experienee and wisdam, Manseripls
should be approximately 500 words in lenath and sheuld ncus on
shared concepts of a pasitivie nalure, with brial commentary rather than
analysis,

“The characieristic difference betwoen evolved and evenled religion is
i new quality of divine wisdom which is added 10 purely experienial
human wisdom, Butit is experience in and with the human religions that
develops the capacity for subtequent reception of increased bessowals of
divine wisdom aned cosmic insight.” (1101:5)

COUNCIL TO
CONVENE FOR
PLANNING SESSION

The Ceneral Council of URANTIA Brotherhood will hold a three day
planning semninar in Orlando, Flodda, April 18-20, 1984, The seminar
will b facilitated by Taylor Carparation, a group of experienced plan.
ning meeting facilitatars. This meeting is the most recent in a series of
activities intended to implement the decision to pursue long-range plan-
g, voled by the Council in 1983,

Previous exploralory planning activilies have included a raview of plan-
ning pessshilities by the Execulive Commitice during 1953-84 and the
devedopment of a stalemant of guiding philosophy by an ad hoc subeom-
mittee of the Council during 1964-B5. These efiodts culminased in the
program of the General Council refreal, held at Cedar Cresk Farm
seminar Center, Mew Haven, Missouri, Movember 9.11, 1945,

As a result of this group experlence in attacking the early stages of the
planning process, the Council decided to continue work in this dinec-
tian, The Executive Commitier felt that, to make the most efficient use of
time and resources and o expedite the pracess, a more struciured and
farmal approach was desirable. A search was begun for a suitable
prafessional meeting facilitator, leading 1o the selection of Taylor Corp,
for the April mesting,

o

——




