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GENERAL CONFERENCE DRAWS 900 TO COLORADO MOUNTAINS

The 19871 General Conference of LURAMNTIA Brothernood con-
vened as planned June 28-lufy 2 at Snowmass Resort near
Aspen, Colorado, The approximately 900 who gathered for
study, recreation and lellowship incleded 881 adults, 36
teenagers, and 179 children from 41 states and 70 foreign
countries. Countries represented were:

Argenting Creat Britain
Australia Haky
Canada |apan
France Mexico
Fremch Palyniesia Metherands

Representatives irom India ako planned o attend bul were
delayed m travel and arrived after the conference ended. This
was the biggest UEANTIA mesting ever, almost double the size
of the 1978 General Conference, which attracted 582, Over
half of the people were attending their very first General
Conference.

Regetration opened Sunday afternoon, fune 28. A sodal pro-
gram was held Sunday evening to acquaint and reacquaint
LIEANTIA Book readers from all aver the world.

Selting Breathlaking

Conference visitors stayed in a variety of resort units scattered
along the mountain side at an approximate altitede of 8,000
feet, Snowmass Village offers a tightly clustered variety of
restaurants, shops and other services to vacationers. The rush
and gurgle of a mountain stream formed the constant back-
ground sound Lo many activities,

The central meetings were held in a large green and white
stripeed pavilion which provided seating adequate far the entire
assemblage. Presentations for medum sized groups and work-
shops were held in conference rooms, lobbies, and con-

daominium rooms throughout the resort area. Almost any move-
ment required gomg up ar downhill which, 1o those unused (o
the altitude, meant almost immediate breathlessness.

Frograms [nspirational

The Conference program of inspirational study got undersay
Manday marning, une 29, Conference Chairman Mancy Grims:
ley welcomed the assembly and introduced the opening
speakers. Welcoming speeches were made by John Hales, Pres-
ident of UEANTIA Brotherhood, and Thomas Kendall, President
of LIRANTIA Foundation. Mancy Grimsley then read a message
from Christy (E. L. Christersen). After these welcoming
miessapes, David Elders delivered the keynote address on the
conference theme, "The Individual’s Relation to the Lniversal
Father,” Dave's clear and simple inspirational message was the
love of the Father and our relationship with him: "Doubt not

that the Father loves you,” Continued on Page 1

Mancy Grimsiey, Conference Choraian
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GENERAL CONFERENCE

The mormng program, coordinated by Marta Elders of 1he
LIRARMTIA Society of Central Connecticut, consisted of Lalks ta
large proups. These presentalions  were  enthusastically
recenved. Those who made major presentations included:

Continued from Page 1

lohn Andrews fmn MAcHelly

Heriry Begemarn Chick Montgomery
Dravid Christowski MAartin Myers

Kave and Bl Cooper Richard Prince

steve Dreier Sally Schlurd:

ddarvin Gawryn Father Babert Schuer
Bob Hunt Lorrie Shapiro

Card lamesaon Eill Sherwood

Peter Laurence to Siegel

Aleon Cardner Massey
Harry Mebaulan

The afternoon program, coordinated by Lucile Faw of First
URAMTIA Saciety of Los Angeles, consisted of small workshops
on a variety of subjects. Each day’s offerings focused on a
different theme, Themes for the three days were " The Indivic-
ual's Personal Relation to the Father,” " The Individual's Relation
to the Father Through Interaction with One's Fellows,” and
“The Individual and the Growth of the Supreme.” Sixty-si
afternoon workshops were held: many were chared by two

pEeoe,

Errol and REochele Stricer

Commiltee Events Held

The Education Committee presented a demonstration work-
shop on Monday afternoon as a sample of the teaching tech-

nmigues used i its annual workshops. Approximalely 75 people

participated under the direction of 10 small group leaders.

£n Wednesday afternaon, the Publicalions Committee held an
open forum largely attended by newsletter editors and sociely
presidents. DNscussion was open Lo any issue of interest to
participants. The International Fellowship Committee held a
reception Thursday afternoon 1o meet and fellowship with
international participants at the Conference.

Cn Tuesday afternoon, the Executive Commsttee with assist-
ance by the Spedial Projects Committee hosted an open house
where conference participants could meet with officers and
Committee Chairmen of URANTIA Brotherhood to dscuss
issues and l=arn more about the work of the standing commit-
tees and Executive Commitiee

Special Programs Presented

Entertainment and inspirational presentations were scheduled in
the pavifon each evening. A choral group called “The Celes-
tizls" made up of 50 LEANTIA Book students from all aver the
continent performed nightly, The singers were directed by
Waldine Stump of Oklaboma City. Many other individuals and
small groups totalling 40 people offered their musical and dra-
matic talents.

A number of muiti-media presentalions were made, both
afternoon and evening, These included ™~ Lucter/The Galilean™
and "Theos 211 = Toward the Spiritual Frontiers of the 215 Cen-
tury™ produced by David Kantor, Spirtual Renassance nstitute;
“Men of Clay— Children of Fire” praduced by First LRANTIA
Society of Oklahoma; and "A History of the URANTIA Move-
ment” produced by the Publications Committes of LIRANTLA
Brotherhood.

Berkeley Eliott, First URANTIA Saciety of Oklahoma, was the
coordinator for special programs, David Kantor of the Spiritual
Renaissance |nstitute and the San Francisco Bay Area URANTLA
Society in Berkeley, California, acted as the sound techrican for
the entee conlerence. He was assisted by other members of his
saciety,

Mary conference goers and their families engaged in recrea-
tional activities coordinated by John Hay, Rodky Mountain
LIBAMNTIA Saciety of Denver. These included horseback riding,
whitewater raft Lrips, and chairliit rides up Aspen Mountain, A
large nurmber of people were combining the canference with a
summer vacation, either lengthening their stay in the mountains

Continued an Page 3
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Contirusd from Page 2
of traveling before and after the conference ta vanous parts of
the Wast.

In the registration area, variows works of art from LIRANTLA
Book readors were on display throughout the conference, Cal-
lection of this material was coordinated by the Art and Dsplay
Commiltee chaired by David Kulieke, First URANTIA Society,
Chicago.

Last Day Unifying

On Thursday, jly 2, all came together for a general assembly in
the pavilion. During the morming program, the gathering was
treated to @ musical program presented by mare than a score of
children of conference attendees, and drected by Fileen
Laurence, LIRANTIA Sodety of Central Cannecticut, and Francyl
GCawryn, San Franosoo Bay Area LIRANTLA Socety. The overall
childcare and children’s program for the Conference was coor-
dinated by Linda McNelly, Rocky Mountain URANTIA Society of
Denver.

Thursday morning talks mecluded John Hales, “Participating in
the Family™; Carcfyn Kendall (Chairman, Fraternal Relations
Committee], “bpiritual Kevolution”; and Meredith Sprunger,
[Fort Wayne URANTIA Sadety), “The Commission to Minis-
try — The Way Jesus Taught us to Relate to the Father,” The
talks of the last day showed the many ways we can minster to
our fellows on the planet to help realize the Fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man on owr world, Urantia. The closng
address, "Our Misston and Message,” was defvered on Thurs-
day afternoon by Vern Grimsley, San Francisco Bay Area LRAN-
TIA Society. In the evening, an outdoor barbecue and social for
the entire gathering closed Lhe conference.

Tremendous thanks are due to Mancy Crimsley, Conference
Chairman, and Marta Elders, Berkefsy Eliott, Lucile Faw, lohn
Hay, and David Kueke, members of the Planning Committee.
As is usual for such an undertaking, many more people than
could be named here contributed their time, effort and talents
to make the Conference an enjoyable and rich learming and
sharing experience for everyone, old and new. This was the first
time that overall planning, expediting, and conference location
were oulside of the Chicago area. Current plans of the Execu-
tive Commiltes are to hold a general conference every three
vears, alternating between Chicago and other locations. The
next General Conference would be in the Chicago area in 1984,

O tlee fast day of the conference, pariiciparts dsten io Ve Grimaler and
Francw! Gewepn

Jodvn Hales, President of DEANTIA
Arerherhmad

fatr oy, Coferada member of
chaning Coriittes

Conference Commenls

We have received rmany letters mentioning the conference.
Here are a fow comments we wish Lo share:

"l enjoyed so much meeting you and all the other readers in
anowmass. The experience of receiving so much gooad will from
s0 many people strongly reinforced my conviction that this is
indeed the proper path to fallow,”

"What a glorows week in Snowmass with our Father and so
many wonderful brothers and sisters! | will always cherish the
spiritual mnspiration and personal contacts of that week. My
heartiest thanks to you and everyone who helped make it
happen.”

"It was a good meeting at Snowmass. | was especially struck —
as were others — by the number of sublimely spiritual contacts
and exchamges—far beyond mere good ideas and wise
philesogphy. It was very uplifting.”

“We really enjoyved the conference at Snowmass! It was so well
organized and planned and the topics were so very
rmeanirgful,”

“"We atlended the URANTIA Conference at Snowmass and
really were impressed with how harmoniously everything went
and the thought-proveking specches we heard = not Lo men-
tion workshops . .. Ta hear how The URANTIA Book helped
those altending overcome the negative aspect of their religious
training was one of the most interesting experiences we've ever
had and the workshop discussions were great,”

"It was the rost wonderful week we have ever spent and it will
give us strength for the future | We just can't get over the
love, fellowship, attitude, and spirtual pervasion of the confer-
ence . .. We have never seen anything ke it—people who
could be so spiritually dedicated and yet have so much genuine
fun, True brotherhood of all kinds, sorts, and descriptions of
people . . . We are still holding the marvelous 'glow’ from the
Snonwrnass conference.”
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STATEMENT OF THE CURRENT THINKING
OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF
URANTIA BROTHERHOOD, 1981

Editor’s Note: The Education Cammittee recently issued
the following statement of polficy at the time of the
General Conference. We plan to prinl policy statements
of commiltees and other official groups from time to time,

The Fducation Committee coordinates URANTIA Brother-
hood workshops each Summer. Dates for the 1982 Sum-
mer workshops will be announced soon. five commil-
tees will sponsor workshops in 1982,

A.  Brotherhood Educational Activities,

As individuals, the members of the Education Committee unite
with readers of The URANTIA Book and other Lirantians in that
greatest of personal adventures, seeking to do the Father's will.
As an arm of LIBANTIA Brotherhaod, the fraternal crgamization
of students of The URANTIA Boor, the Education Commitiee
has a social function. The Brotherhood constitution charges the
commillee Lo find, prepare, and qualify teachers for the pur-
pose of disseminating the teachings of the book in order that
each mortal may be aided in achieving his/her personal spiritual
goals. Thus, it & the cormmiltes’s task (o encourage intensve
stucly of the papers together with study of evolutionary knowl-
edge, secular ard religious. We do not maintain that such study
is an end in ftself, but we do affirn that ot can be irvaluable
when coupled with communion between the ndividual and
hershis Thought Adjuster, when enhanced by the individuals
cooperation with other superhuman agencies, when assimi-
lated imto the ndwviduals e pattern. The commitlee, B its
coordimating rofe, arranges to bring people together on our
time-space sphere where they, through the study experience,
may contribute to their own education and Lo that of others by
sharing.

B. Warkshops.

Aspart of the attemp? to achieve the afore=menticned aims, the
Education Caormmittes has imbiated a seres of warkshops with
the following specific abpectives:

1) To provide & framework for study of the teachings of
The URANTIA Sook with the idea of improving guantita-
tive and gualitative knowledge of these teachings,

) To provide a laboratory practicurn in which participants
may Iy various lechnigues in and of the teaching /learning
process for use in other situations {Le. the local study
graup, the family), This practice in sodalizing leaming may
well fachtate the develppment of Lhose skills which
promote awareness of values and meanings in addition to
facts.

3} To provide a climate in which personalities may interact
cooperatively nosuch study —10 provide generaliy yet
another experience in living. The committes feels that
athier benedits nol related to education {except in the very
broadest sense] may acorue for both the individual and the
group, The membess enjoy speculating that these work-
shops may even become one of those alternative instilu-
tizns of seli-gratification which cvilization is encouraged to
develop. (p.772]

I the current s&ries, three programs have been offered = 1975,
197%, ard 1980 — either as part of a General Conference or in
cooperation  with other standng committees of the
Brotherbiood,

C. Waorkshop for 1981 General Conference.

The committee would like to acquaint more readers of the
book with the warkshop activity outbned above. Hence, in
19871 we are offering a “demaonstration” workshop cansistent
with the theme of the Conference. Ouw topic is "Recognition of
the Cifts of the Father,” with the focus on those gifts = not
always obvious = that vwe can utilize as we pursue in depth our
stuchies of the truths contained in The URANTIA Book. We are
hopetul that the participants will become so engaged in this kind
of activity thatl they will jair in future workshops, broadening
and deepening their cwn experience while contributing to the
groveth af others,

D. Study Aids.

The Education Committee does mot have the autharity to make
decsions on the reproduction and dissermmation of siudy mate-
rials on The LRANTIA ook, Such power rests with the LIRAM-
TiA Faundation. [Cis true that the commiltee, operating through
the Executive Committes of URANTIA Brotherhiood, may make
recommendations to the Foundation, Howewver, the Education
Committee has found from experence that the most valuable
aitds are thoss which, thraugh study, one provides oneself and
those which accompany personal inlerchange. Krowledge and
understanding can also be strengthenad by individual pursuit of
interests Cinspired’” by reading the papers.

E. Conclusion.

The comratiee hopes that this surmmary of s thinking, by no
means exhaustive, will serve to promote an understanding of its
concerms and functions.

Education Committes Members:

Marjorie Beed Slephen Dreier
k. David Schlundt Helen Carlson, Secretary
hAarilym Hauck Lynne Kulieke, Chairman
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