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Conference -gaers
gather by the [ake
far o picnic at

the 1978 LURANTIA
frotherhood General
Cenference in
August. 582 recders
attended. Stery on
poges four ond five.

Fholo by Boborn Eulioks, Bomten, [Hlinale, WL S0A,

Study Groups Around the World Report Activities

In our lost issue, we reported on URAMTIA societies,
I this fssue, we repart on URANTIA Book study graups,
another importont aspect of the URAMTIA movement,

URAMTIA Book study groups, we hove faund, are
o commen bond for recders cround the werld, Wheather
ane is in contaet with only o few URAMTIA Back roaders
or is o member of o URANTIA society, the study group
ploys an important part in ane's study ond dissemination
of the URAMNTIA teachings. Country end city dwellers
alike attend study groups, as do persons of different
nationalities, ethnic, ond eultural backgreunds,

Although o few locations hove lorge, well-estohlished
groups of readers, the majarity of URAMTIA Book readers
are relatively isolated frem other readers.  For them,
meeting one other person whe recds The URARTIA Aok §s
a thrilling experience, and e gothering of three or four
people seems like a lot. For meny poople, the study

group is the URAMTIA movement.

amaoll study group octivity has olways preceded the
development of larger, well-established elusters of reoders.
The Chicogo arca ond the West Coost of the United States
ore good excmples-—the earliest study group ectivity took
place in those oreos. Small study group activity soon
ofter the book wos published clse centributed to the groups
we now hove in Cklohoma and Texes. Study groups in
the 1960's and 70's contributed to the development of
clusters on the Ecst Coest of the Lnited Stotes and to the
LIRAMTIA societies installed in the post 10 vears.

In the early days of the URARNTIA movement, students
of the tecchings were odvised to develop thousands of
study groups before The URANTIA Book receives publicity.
We now have 300 study groups. Mews of some of these
groups iz raperted on poges three, six, ond seven.
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Tips on Starting Study Groups

Throughout its history, URAMTIA Bratherhood hos
preferred to let readers use their own best wisdam os
much os possible in undertaking their vorious projects,
URAMTIA Bratherhood has, hawever, been quick to
share idees which have come from recders, to poss
along experience readers have had, ond to offer gan-
erol guidonce bosed on the wisdom of experience. In
this issue f&nhlang sfudy groups, we would lke o
shore some af the exporience URANTIA Book reocders
hove had in starting study groups.

FOCUS ON THE URAMTIA BOOK

One of the aften-menticned bits of wisdom recders
share with us is the impartonce of hoving o aroup
whose purpose and functien is b study The URANTIA
Book. In the beginning, some pecple who come o
the group may waont the graup to pursue other purposes
and acHvities. The group may consider these purposes
warthy or unworthy, but in either cose the group may
simply say that the purpose of their group s to study
The URAMTIA Boak, and ot people decids Far them-
selves whether they wish tobe portof agreup dedicoted
ta that purpase.

This is nat to say thot URANTIA Book readers are
narrow or exclusive in theirreligious studies or affilia-
tions, or that the LIRANTIA movement is a new religion,
chureh, or sect, for indeed it is not. URANTIA Back
readers tend to study many religions (the book says we
can benefit from studying all faiths, page 1012, poro-
gl‘nph ‘|"|"--'|:I:I|I and Moy LURARTIA Baok reoders hove
ather religious offiliotions, Other religious teachings
are often discussed in URANTIA Bock study graups,
but they are discussed Tn relotion fo the main aurpcse
of studying The URAMTLA Bask .

GETTIMNG STARTED

This step is sometimes the hordest, There may be
@ number of readers whe Ffor some reasan have nat
started moeting regulerly. Or, there may be anly ane
orbwe knawn racders.  |n either case, many find that
a leader or fociliteter is needed to get things storted,
that is, o person ar persons who will set & tme ond
plece for meetings, he there regulorly, end keepothers
informed of meetings. For help in obtaining members
For your graup, write fo John Heles, Resident Director,
URAMNTIA Brotherhood. John receives approximately
100 study group referrol requests per month. He ean
alse provide suggestions specifically for vour aroup.

GROWTH, CHANGE, AMD DIVERSITY

"Quality not quentity" hove become the bywords of
experienced study group starters and goers, The num-
bers may be lorge in the beginning, then dwindle. Or
the numbers may remain consistently small; o group can
Be storted with enly two people. The small group pro-
vides such satisfying interchange that groups which
have grown ta 20-40 often solit inte several smaller
groups, A tendency for people te move has been no-
tieed by many groups--no sooner daes o relioble cors
get storted than someans moves away, But new groups
stort elsewhere when dedicated students move.

There are as many woys to study the book as there
are study groups, Two comman methods are to reesd
thraugh the book paper-by-poper with discussion and
to study topics From the bock, but there ore many vari=
ations. Groups meet in hemes, rented raems, public
rooms, etc. The decision to let people vse their own
best wisdom pays off=-we hove refreshing diversity|

From the Office

LAST CALL for ordering 1974 and 75 cenference tapes.
As mentioned in the last issue of the Bulletin, we need
30 arders for conference tapes to keep the price per set
ot 524.30 (12 hrs. ) and 516,50 (8 hrs.) respectively.

To dote we have received anly 25 arders far the two
sefs. To give o final opportunity to those who wish to
chtain these tepes, we ore extending the decd|ine far
orders to Mareh 15, Do not send poyment o

this time. Those who order topes will be contected
after Maorch 15,

This combined issue of the Bulletin is & departure from
eur regulor procedure of publishing quarterly; we will
resume quorterly publication with our winter 1979
issue, We enjoyed heoring from the many study groups
who wrote. Qur winter ond spring 1977 issues will

continue with the many study group responses we have
received. |t is o pleasure to shere such good news!|
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A LIRAMTIA Book study areup in Melbourne, Australie,

meets at the hame of members. Pictured left ta right
are: Meil Francey, Dionne Swodling Bacon, Trever
wwadling, Mourena Materezzo, Don Micall, Les
Sheridon, and Keith Bocon.

Phate courisy af abudy greup

Pt by Ao Seith,
Lonnsis
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URANTIA Book study graup ef Wicteria, British Columbia,

Canoda, Bockrow,left ta right; Gaeton Geutier, Kchlen
Wead, Pot McQuig, Archie Chishelm, Moureen Wood,
Gerdon Bellomy, Jim Smith. Center raw: David Sharp,
Batty Gorey, Carale Bellomy, Rene Chishalm. Front rew:
Liz Smith, Aste Dennis, Ernest Gibson.

————

International Study Group News

Crver 5,000 URAMTIA Books have been sent to BO-20
countries outside the Linited Stotes inthe post 23 vears,
and the grewing aetivity af international readers is of
internst fo mony readars.

Shudy group cctivitics ore reported regulerly in Aus-
tralfa, Caneda, Fronee, and Mew Zealond; there ore
also study groups in Finlond, Hallend, Celombic, ond
Costo Rica. Interested readers are active in England,
ltaly, Spain, Sweden, the Philippines, South Africa,
Mexica, and Indic,

In respanse to our request for study group news, inter-
national greups sent responses which we share with you
here. Other readers ond groups ore cncouraged towrite
ond send pictures Far Future jssues of the Bulletin.

Russall Good writes fram Auckland, Mew Feooland:
"At first thare were two whe storted reading, Thot wos
in 1972 ond the ploce wos Australio. Later, theis bwo
eame hack ta Mew Zeolond bringing The URAMTIA Baok

mests every Sundoy in the home of one of Tts members,
The group was formed in Mevember 1974 through the
efforts of asolitary reoder. | . . help was fartheoming, and
the group hossteodily grown to its present size of 15, "
The group reads and discusses o poper at each meeting,

"Suraly one of the greatest benefits o group such os
aurs can offer is that of being able to share the sense
of joy and happiness thot comes with recding the book
with fellow URAMNTIA Back students. Our group has
demonstrated it usefulness on meny occosions when on
individual hos had prablems with urderstanding o por-
ticulor issum or concept.” Kaohlen alsa mentions the
benefits of enlorging one's personaol eirele of friends
and the Efmnspl"l&re af the QrouE, which pr.:.-..rides a
good forum for discussion end debote

Kohlen concludes,"we hove the blesting of a unigue
book of work for us, changing our perspectives, on-

swering our questions, posing others, .. A5 for o The
LRANTIA Back and our study group is concernad, all

with them." One of Russel|l’s Friends leorned of the book
and introduced Russell to it, helping him with questions
he wes asking: "Wha om 17 Whot am | here for?" As
ather friends begen reading, itwos notural to get together
for "instant study group sessiens, " ond in 1974 they made
their group official. Since then, o care of five has been
meeting "with voricus recders coming and going.” The

group keeps minutes of the business portion of its meetings

then recds ond discusses o poper which each parsan has
read priar o the meeting. For Rosalie Steward of the

Auckland graup, the discovery of the book was en onswer

to guestions and "the revelation of the joy of love.® Liz
Hooke says, "

direction, life here is exciting ond goed . "

Kohlen Wood writes from ‘ieterio, British Columbia,
in Canode;  "We are fertunate in Victorio to be able
to participote in o URANTIA Boak study group that

.- .the baok hes changed me personally, for
the better in so mony waoys., .. .Mow that | hove gools ond

| con say fs=='Thank Gad[""

The Aucklond, Mew Zealand, study group, left to
right: Steven Hooke, Margoret Hemmingsen, Roslaie
Steword and baby Arlea Steward, Russell Good, Betty
H'J'JkE'.- Liz Hecke. Mot F.iil:‘l'l.lrEI:l: End}r Efﬂphcnsen

ond Mory Howe. Two other members, Sue end Coalin
Hemmingsen  racently moved to Wellingten, Mew Zealend,

thatn gourtery of shudy greun
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582 studentsof The URANTIA Back gothered
August 13-18 on the shore of Lake Geneva in
Wiseansin Far the largest URAMNTIA conference
ever held, Conferees hailed from 34 of the
Iinited States ond Five provinces of Coneda,
and from Hallond, Auvstralia, Itoly, Sweden, ond
France. Thesetting waos idyllic, and the eon-
sensus appeared fo be that the study, worship,
and fellowship wera parmanently transformative
te the mony individuols who ottended,

A marning study group session meefs in ene of the meany H;:z;‘r”f:;:;':n:f:{ f;f':‘::;;‘ini}; Elir::l?:g
¥

and expediting committess, The entire campus
of George Willioms College in Willioms Bay wes
used for the conferenco, UEARTIA Saciety of
Glenviewareeted perticipants; First URARTIA
aociaty of Western Springs ond the Special Pro=
jeets Committee of URAMTIA Brotherhoed acted
as closs registrors; First URANTIA Society of
Fort Wayne hosted the Sunday evening reception.

sunlit roems, Phate by Dol kullska, Dea Plalnes, |iais, US54,

Morning study greups met From Mendey through
Thursday . Sixteen groups met each day far o
tatal of §4 different greups during the four days.,
Study groups averoged from 15-25 people, and
met in comfortable sunlit raams, enshedy hill -
sides, ar even on the shore. This infarmal
Conterence-goers enjoy fellowship ot the Tuesday after- atmosphere encourcged mony new readsrs to
naon picric, Fhata by Corclim seednll, Wheeling, Hiinsis, U5 .4, participate in discussion. The morning study
groups were representotive of the many study
group methods used in the URAMTIA movement;
leaders of these sessjens came from 50 different
groups in Morth Americe,. Firsk URARTIA Soci-
ety of Wenatchee coordinated the program.,

Inougurated this veor was the series of Cam-
mittee on Education Warkshops. "The Universe
as One Yast School” and "Hew Jesus Taught"
ware the themes of these workshops. Lynne
Kulieke, chairman of the URARTIA Bratherhoed
Committee on Educaotion,reparted thot over 140
peonle porticipoted.

Fifty persons attendad Publications Committes

Mo Siegel of Boulder, Calorodo, coordinated an ofter- warksheos on Manday end Tuesdoy momings for
nocn presentation on “Intreducing URANTIA Back Concepts. " experienced aditors and these jnterestod in
Carol and Pierre Kaostic, picturedan tharight, journeyed from storting LURAMNTIA moverment publications.
Chatillon {near Porls), France, toattend the canference .

Fhaten by Crralye Kandall, Whaeling, 1linois, U.5_8. In the afternoons, three presentations were

offered each day to audiences renging Fram
73-200 people. Topics veried, but one pre-
dorinent theme in many of them wes the need
to develop freternal relations with the cultures,
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pecples, and religions of the world, Despite
the size of these groups, meny of them effec-
Hvely encauraged oudience participation.

Morning end afternaon progrems for ehildren
aged 5-15 were provided by o committes head-
ed by Ruth Renn. Mare thon 50 children at-
tended clasies seporoted into three oge groups,

Conferees enjoyed dozens of other activities
such os swimming, tennis, volleyball, morning
warship sessions, lake erises, and woodland
hikes. Many of these events were orronged by
o recreotion committee coardinated by Chuck
Burtan of First URARTIA Society and consisting
af members of the Baulder, Colorade, study group.

Evening: provided a combination of entertoin-
ment of mony kinds. The Orventen URAMTIA
Soeiety caordinoted the crgonized enbertoin-
ment in the unusual large-domed cuditorium
with Budd Blume perfarming os master of cere-
monied . Severol Fine singers and musicians
performed nightly. Humaraus skits added fo
the fun. Main feotures of each evening were
the cudiavisual productions of the Spiritucl
Renalssence Institute, Berkeley, Califarnia,
presented by Dovid Kontor. After the pro-
grammed entertainment, mast pecple regular-
ly Formed small graups for discussion, fellaw-
ship, waorship,ond campfire sings extending
deep into the warm nights.

On the final evening, a remembronceservice
fed by Mancy Grimsley was conducted by the
aan Frencisco Bay Area URAMTIA Society.
After Vern Grimsley's address "Ambassadars
from the Future,” all joined hands and stood
in o circle te affer thanks to the Father ond
to contemplate aur futures os bearars of the
greot fruths of the Fatherhaed of God and the
bretherheod of man to the peeples of our plonat.

The conference committees wish to extend
their thonks to all of the people wha helped
with the conference, especially progrem
leaders and speakers, Talistel| who parfarm-
ed tasks or prepored presentations contributing
to the success of the conference would mean to
list the mojority of the hundreds who attendad
Parhaps the mast importont fecture of o URANTIA

conference such as this one s that all people
are Impertant contributors, all are octive per-
ticipants, all share the success of the oxperi-
ence of coming together in the search for
fruth ond spiritual enlightenment,

hatn hy Borbwg Eulishs, Evonmon, i, LS

Lewis Avditorium

P

Pratz by Glen Abhoit, Exl Geesnwich, Fhoda. Hond,

H.ELA

A feeling of tegetherness parvoded the erawd gathered in
the ouditorium for entertoinment on Wednesday evening.

1

Phata by, Gles Abbalf, Emt Grasswich, Fhods i,

Prara by Doeid Koliche, Dot Ploaes, linsd, U, 5 4.
L, Sk,

Mancy Grimsley of Barkeley, California, conducts the Thursdey
evening remembronce service. David Kontor of Costra Valley,
Califarnie, accepts applouse from the oudience ofter the view-

ing of one of the Spiritual Renoissonce Institute multi-medioshows .
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U S. Study Group News

Third end feurth Eﬁr’lﬁr\:l”:ll'lﬁ af LIRAMTIA Boolk readers
in Chicoge E||:|f|'|E'r far anicture, Front o, laft o right:
David ond Lisa Renn and son, Kevin, Meorilynn Kulieke and
daughter, Lauren, Borbore Kulfeke, and Lynne Kulieke,
Back row: Mory ond Chuck Burton, Jeff Kendall, David
Kulieke, Meal Kendall, Maork Kulieke, and Tom Kuljeke.,
In addition to URAMTIA saciety meetings and other study
aroups, the "young people" in Chicago meet monthly fer
o study group they've had sinee 1975, Variously known
o2 "the tadpoles" or the "Morth Shore tangents, " the
group cambined this year with other young resdsers to
farm a "Marthside--MNarth Shore Study Group! of 25-
30 yaung people in those parts of the Chicego area,

The "Reund Toble Study Group" of Neperville, Illincis,
Is one of six studyv groups which meet in oddition to so-
ciety meetings in the Chicego oreoc. From left to right
are lla Gronewold, Grace Walker, Mortha McDonald,
Lillian Michelas, Grace Stephens, and Edythe Bom.
Grace Walker writes that "for at least 20 years | hove hed
some kind of URAMNTIA Book study group in my home, "
Several femilies and new recders hove been pert of the
graup aver the years. Recently, the meetings have been
held en Fridey momings "as we share in our seeking to
grasp ond understend same of the great wisdom of the
back." The group pursues tapicol studies, Including o
series led by Grace Stephens an the morentla life.

Pictured ohove ore the study groups in the Tompa=35t. Petersburg orea of Floride. These reoders hed been meeting

o5 @ combined graup since

1974 and as they grew, writes Joycee Law, they decided to split in two and oy

meet tagether every few months, Richord Boin, who responded far the 5t. Petersburg group, soys the graups elso
join together in putting on ceaferences and having retreats.  Both groups meet far dinner; the Tompa group st
started reoding the bock from the beginning ofter studying topics for about o year, ond the 5t. Petershurg group

ratetes thraugh the four ports of the book, doing o poper Fram the First part one week, o paper frem the second part
the next week, end so an. Members of the Tempe group, upper left, are: First row, Steve and loycee Law, Mary
Willard, Mrs. Odell Glas, end Sodie Cummings; bock row, Kirk Petersen, David Gloss, Kevin Goodmon, and Jim
Rinehart, Mot pictured are JoAnn West, Bill Pearce, ond Toby Andersan, The St. Petersburg group are: first row,
left to right: Jay Klafs, Bab Munshower, ond Demeris Klofs (whose left side is just as beoutiful as the right side,
lhnuEh H‘lua photegrapher missed it here); back raw: Richard Bain, Michael Boin, Ron Edwords, Barbore Edwards, and
Frank Palfy.

Prome courbesy of Fea study greus .




Tho URARTIA Book study graup in Tulsa, Oklahama,

has met regularly ot the home of Kathy King far one ond

a half years. Inthe upper left photo are bock row, left

to right:  Jay Bird, Ginger Bird, Lerry Mullins, Calleen
Mullins, Meney Qakley, Kathy King, Charlie Klanke,
and Linda Bynum; frant row, lefttoright: Soroh Robbins,
Bill Hozen, and Jen Hazen, Seven cro membars of the
Oklehoma URAMTIA saciety. The group begen ot the
beainning of the bask and is presently reading in Part
1. 5aroh Robbins writes, "We all benefit greatly
fram the discussion and fine fallawshin, "

The upper right photo shows the Minneapalis, Minnesats,
study graup. Joyce Lophom started the graup in 1973 and
wiews herself as afocilitator more thon o leader ar teacher;
shawrites, "lay and | have simply offered aur heme and
shawed our friendship ta thase wha hove cur some interest,
to leem ond prepare so we canhelp athars in the future "
Frant row, laft to right; Stewart Ferguion, Anne Rawscn,
Lindo Ferguson, Kim Saunders, Armie Krall, Joyce Lop-
hem, Sue Rutledge, ondTom Rutledge: back row: Tom
O'Keefe, Glen Tharsander, Jay Lapham, ond Red Jahnson,
Thirty people have been ta the group over the vears, ond
Glen Thorsonder recently sterted anather in the area,

—

Sum_nlgr & Ffil” 1978

Borbora and Steve Dreier study material a5 Marie Alpert and
Beach Rorrett losk on. The scene is @ meeting at Helena
Sprogue’s home in Taleett Glen, Connecticut, where many
readers from the dozen or mare study groups in the northeast
U.5. have often met. Connecticut readers are warking to-
ward becoming a LIRAMTIA society; Steve ond Helena ere
Field representatives af URAMTIA Bratherhood.

Oregon readers gather ot the hame of Fran Huntington.
Left to right: abrother, Steve Kozmer, George Hen-
dricks, Tom Handley, Mery Murin, Fron Huntingtan.

On the Floor: Shirley, Judy Kozmer, Gypsy Hopkins.,
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Helen Hutchinson wrate of the study group in Knoxville,
Tennessee, storted in 1975 by Bruce McCoy, which haos
met in Helen's home. Lefttoright; Waady Horper, Bruce
McCoy, Helen, MerjYoung, Mike Brody (in front).
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General Conference Meets

The ragular annual meeting of the General Council
of URAMNTIA Brotherhood was hald from 10:00 a.m., 4o
3:45 p.m, on Saturday, August 12, 1978, ot 533 Di-
versey Porkway, Chicoge, |llinais.

Boutine business included the consus report af mem-
bars by the secretory and the presentation of reparts
from the officers, departmental chairmen, ard field
representatives of URAMNTIA Bratherhaod, This veer,
far the first time, these reports were printed ond dis-
tributed In advance to the 35 member: of the General
Council. There wos some discussion of the arinted
reports before maving to other items on the agenda,

Progress an the licensing agreement botwean LURAMN=
TIA societies ond URAMTIA Foundation concerning use
af the registered marks of URAMNTIA Foundation wos the
next topic for discussion.  In the yeor sinee the |ast
Ganeral Cauncil meeting, URANTIA Foundatian had
completed the revised licensing agreement, which had
been worked out in consultation with saciety members
as an impravement over the originel egreement, ond
the revised ogreement hed been signed by nine of the
ten URAMTIA sacieties. The result of discussion wos
a motien possad later in formal session which expressed
the will of the General Council conceming the soci-
ety which hod not signed the ogreement. The matian

sfaled,

"It wes the sense of the General Cauneil

that everything should be done ta arrive at

o mutual understanding with the Hauston
society by the Executive Committee and the
officers of the Brotherhoad ond that the
General Ceuncil request a report on the
actions taken for a resclution of the fsue

at the next meeting of the General Council."

Discwssion of other ogende iteme resulted in four edd=
itianal mations in formol session, These wera: o motion
encouraging the Charter Committee in their efforts ta
work oub pre=cherter procedures to help study groups in
decisions to become e URAMNTIA saciety; o mation that
the Executive Cemmittee study and repart an method-
alogies For securing leadership on the General Coun-
eil; a motian for the Executive Committee to consider
changes In its meeting schedule; and a motion for the
Ad Hoo Committee on Field Representatives ta continue

— .

its study In atseciation with the Field representatives.
Committee members waore elected and o current st of
committees and officers is available upon request.

Regional Conferences

Meny Fine regional conferences ere heing held. Here
are some of the highlights of recent meetings:
* Moy 27=-129 - o weekend retreat far Colorada
study groups wos held in the mounteine near

Boulder, Calerada,
« July 9 = URAMTIA Book rooders gathered in

the Seattle, Washington, aroa.

« Sepfember 23=25 - the"First Pacifie Canference
For Students af The URANTIA Book © was held in
Hawaii. Cut-ot=fawn guests included Meredith
ond [rene Sprunger, end Tom and Cearolyn Kendall.

* September 22-24 - Colarade study groups ogain
retreated ta the mountains near Boulder far fun,
worship, and fellawship,

* 3eptember 30 - October 1 = the annual Morthwest
Zet-Together For Studenis of The URARTIA Bogk
was spansarod by the First URANTIA Society of
Wenatehee [Washingtan).

- Jeptember 30 - October 1 - a get-together in
Eureke Springs, Arkansas, wos held far readers
in northwest Arkansas ond southwest Missouri,

* October 28 - the "2nd Contral Atlantic Conference
far students of The URAMTIA Book " wat held in the
Weashington, D.C., aren,

* Movember 4 - the semi-onnual Eastern Regicnal
Conference wos held in Pawling, Mew York.

LFCOMING MEETIMG

Readers in the Morthweast United Stotes and Caneda
annaunce thet ¢ "Pacific Maorthwest Gothering of Stu-
denfs of The URANTIA Book™ will be held July 28-30,
1979, Conference fecilitios ot the Uriversity of British
Celumbia, Yancouver, B,C., Conoda, will be used.
Mark your calendors if you con plan te attend end con-
tact Mathen Zodden, 8686 Centourus Clrele ¥104,
Bumohy, British Columbio, Conode V3J 7K3.

(L = [ a 3 5 | 1 L . - ]
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But the nobleat af all memories gre fhe fresipned recollections of the gaen® momenta of «

aupenls faiendahin,” (Fage [77a)*

*Qustation from The URAMNTIA Book, Copyright © 1955, URANTIA Foundation. Used by permission.
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