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Christy's smile het inspired mony o sceker of fruth in her many veors of servica, Christy,
E. L. Christarsen, is pictured hure in her office at LBARTIA bendguerters in Chicage.

Phats by Jabhn Hales

The URANTIA Movement Today

Twanty=three years ago, on Jonuary 2, 1935, URAMTIA This summee, the 1978 URAM T1A Bratherhood Genaral
lrotherhood wet Faundad, Five vears before, on Junvery |1, Canference will be held—on opportunity for students of
1950, URAMTIA Foundoticn hod been created. On Cctas= The URANTTA Hoof {rom oll over the world ta gather for
ber 12, 1955, The UZANTTA Hool wos printed. study and fellowship.

At that fime there weore o Few hundred hopetul and Details chout the 1978 Conference, fa be held August
dedicatad stedents of the URAMTIA teachings. Mow 13-18, are in the mail now, You should be receiving
there are savercl thousond readers, and the Fallowship of waur onnouncoment soon, if you kove nof alreody.,

roaders hes bequn. URARTIA societios and sfudy aroups

Cantinued an Poge 4.
hove bagun fo oppear, and there will ba many, mony more
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Leaveuning Oun Spenctaal Fenitage

Enclosed with this issue of the Suddofin is o new
publication of URANTIA Brotherhond, o pomphlet
entitled " Leevening Cur Spiritual Heritege ® by
Cr. Maradith J. Sprunger. The following introduction
ta the pnmphhrr i= oliz b:,' Cr . Enrn.lnq-rr,

Authentic revelation in our evelutionary universe is
alweys desianed te build upon and improve existing
religions, Just @ Maochivento Melchizedek ottempted
to work in the fromewerk of existing religious groups
and Jesus tausht in the synogeaue until its dears ware
closed to him, 1 balieve the URAMTIA Brotherhood
should strive te relate to religious institutions in owr
:l:-l:ir:l‘:.' -

Because of my personal and prefessional commitment
to the l::nurch, | howe cll:quirnd a firsthand undur:.r-:ndfng
of its institutional precricas, irs emctional limitations
and power, ond its theological frames af refarence.
With these Facters in mind, | hove written the encloesed
pomphlet designed to introduce educaoted people with o
Christion bockground ro The URANTIA ook,

Many in the church ore not ready For 7he URANTTA Book
but if we can quietly develop o knowledge of UZANTTA
Bpok teachings in the gross roots lecdership of the
church, we will hove taken an irnp-arrcrn'r step in the
ovolutionary process of bringing about a spiritual renais-
sance in the church and Western seeiety. Others who
have an educational =eultural background in ather rali-
gion: will oppear to design opproaches te infroduce
The URANTTA Bpok to their people.
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Meradith Sprunger, Fresident of URAMTIA Brotherhood
Phota by Barbara Kulieke

Experience ha: demonstrared that it is usually wise to
communicate with paers. Lewmen in the church are
narmally mare effective introducing The UEANTTA Sapd
to other laymen, Ministers ore more likely fo communi-
cote effectivaly with other ministers. Realize, howewer,
that these people must first have a fundomental recdiness
for thewe feachings. Among the tigne of this rendiness
are full scceptance af scientific knowledge—including
evolutionory development ond the probability of o
populated universa, o Jesusonian spicitual ottitude, and
o searching, fearless mind. If en individual has these
qualities, he may be recdy fo road Tiae URANTTA Book,
The Final critericn in fnis ministry of shoring, of course,
is waur awn inner guidance ,
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Conferences a Time of Fellowship and Enlightenment

Lacal and regional conferences of GRANTTA Book
readors hove become o choracreristic of the LIRARTIA
movaemenl in the paost several yeors, Ranging in size
From 30 to 300, from simple to grond, ond from coost
ro coost, these confarences, Sponiored by local skody
arceps and URARTIA societias, ore very pepuler.

Since 1573, there hove been many such conferences,
& gquick leak ot some of the 1977 conferences would be
representative of the trand which so many URANTTA
Bool: readers now enjoy .

5TI.-|I.'i:.-' aroups an the ecit coost of the United Siatas
have avelved a plon of rotating o= hosts of twa regional
conferences o yeor—ong in the spring
ond ane in the Fall. The most recent
conference was hosted by the Clintan,
Cannecticut, study group MNovember 5.
Topies covered various aspects of
morontia [ife and spiritual survivel .
From E0=100 people usually attend.

Ciregon readers have hosted three
cenferenced, their mast recent boing
Moy 20-22 of Indion Mary Park,
north of Grants Pass.  Oregon con=
ferences combine infarmality, out=
doar sethings, talks, music, ort dis-
plovs, ang multi-madia presentations.

Chn July 23=24, 50 paople met in
“ictaria, British Calumbia, Canada.
Tha weekend included diseussian with
Alice and Lew Clark, Field Repra-
senrative of URARTIA Brotherhood,

northern Californio growps, hosted a Third Westarn
Conference with the theme af "Brothernood: Frem Con-
cept to Action, " which wos pocked with inncwative pro-
groms, 200 attended the September 3-5 meeting of the
University of Colifornia, Ireine compus,

On Octebar 1=2, opproximately 100 attended o Marth-
wail Gat=Together sponsored by the First URAMTIA Soci-
eby of Wenclchee [(Woshington). Their eonferences, too,
ora o spirituolly inspiring combinotion of activities, Al
on Oeteber 1, 40 readers met af the home of Loren and
lla Hall in Kansas City, Missouri. Field Representative

Berkeley Elliott provided the progrem . On October ¥, 30-

4l readers met at o resert comp naor Monbreal, Caonedo,

a doy of sporfs ond fallowship ot A fomilear sight for conference-peers, Here, Meredith Sprunges ond
Kinsman Gorge Pork, end on Sunday,  Dowid Gray, President of the 5Son Frencisco Bay Arec URAMTIA Socicty,
worship, o question ond onswer session, join others going to lunch ofter @ moming session of the Third Westem

ond formol presentotions an spiritual Corference For URANTTA Eood Eeaders. Phota by John Hales

fopics. This was o first for Conode,

The First URAMTIA Sociaty of Oklohema and the
First URAMTIA Seciety af Lot Angeles (FUSLA)Y hove
been true pioneers in conferences, ond many of us ore
Famifior with their fine conferences. Cklohamea, with
the aid of other southwest groups, hasted o Southwast
Ragional Forum July 12-14, A progrem similar ta the
1974 Farum, the theme wor Ydesus: Ged ond Man,
and w2 ottended by J00 people, ogain e the shores
of Loke Eufola. FUSLA, always ably essisted by the

In the midwest, 33 aottended the Mavember 11-12 Ohio
Valley Conference oroanized by Ted Blaney on "persanal
growth . Flons ore being mode for requlor eanferences

for tho many midweit groups, The faur URARTIA soci-
etias in the Chicoge areo hod & summer nicnic.

Flarida reeders did not have o 1977 conference, butdid
rost 75 ond 'Jé conference:, ond are planning one for
spricg, 1975,
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lohn Holes, Resident Director of URAMTIA Brotherhood . wisits with Henry Begemenn,
URAMTIA Brotherhood Field Eepresentafive in Eurcpe .

Continued frem Foge 1k

The 1978 General Conference promises to ba o greot
tima of meeting new friends ond seeing old friends agein.
I anticipation of this time of fellowship, the naxt fwao
tisues of the Uuddeiin will feature URAMTIA soeiotios
and shedy groups to faeus on these mpects of the LRAN-
TIA movement today and te help us become better ac-
quainted with people we may meet at tha Conference
or af some ofher b

Photographs ore requested tor these upcoming 155085,
I vau hove pictores of LEl gaciety and study group
activities, ploase send 3"« 7" bloek onc white glassy
prints te the Publicotions Committes, URANTIA Brother=
hasd, 333 Diversey Farkwoy, Chicooo, [llineds albid,
Black and white negatives con be made from calor neg-
atives and slides—aosk your phetefinisher,  Fhoto dead-
limes ora Mareh | for the feature on URANTIA societies

Vo socadt wiody omploed T TidHas,

Fiutd o8 fnddvidaal boliduess:

o

fhofa by Baorbara Kulieke

and Mey | for the feature on study groups. Unless
atherwise requested, prints received will be put in the
permonont photogrophic files we ore dev slaping .

HEAMTTA Baskd centinua fo oo distributed af the rote
of an avaroge of 400 books per month ond URAMTIA
Arotherheod answars mail at the rote of 1500 letters per
waor, At the elose of 1977, the cpproximate number of
study groups stood ot 250,

Wisitars come resulerly to the offices of URANTIA
Bratherhood and URAMTIA Foungotion. | the post
savaral months visiters from Conoda  ond meny L5,
states hove stopped by. |n Movember, Henry ond
louk Begemann from Wostenear, The Metherlonds, were
in Chicean, wisiting o ouests of LRAMTIA Brotherhood
and UEAMTIA Foundatian.,

whiol atixays witld be found to harmoncze 41 the
Finat. wow are vossessed with a commen motive dor Life

vorvice: o aff desdse above pvenpdhing te do. the will of the Fathen {n neaven.

B, el d ol fave oo ol

fit eaves. therebyr provig C0 -The wioecast

“Cgatarion from Fie HREANT LA

SOURGMTS . ol aticn

qead el cotatonce; you abfl purpose o jind the Fafher
that geu have beceme Libe him." [p.1592]°

I Copyright @ 1955 URARTIA Faundatian, Llsed by permission.
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