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[            DRAFT 2/5/00] MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF 

THE URANTIA BOOK FELLOWSHIP

February 5, 2000

A mid year meeting of the General Council was held at 9:00 P.M., Friday, February 5, 2000, at The 
Harvey Hotel, Irving, TexaS, USA.

The following members were present constituting a quorum:

Beth Bartley 
Sara Blackstock 
Robert Bruyn 
Robert Burns 
Gary Deinstadt 
Lila Dogim 
Stephen Dreier 
Scott Forsythe 
Marvin Gawryn (tardy) 
Janet Farrington Graham 
Phil Geiger 
John W. Hales 
Eef Hoedemaker 
Adrienne Jarnagin 
Richard Johnson 
David Kantor 
Michelle Klimesh 
Lorrie Krasny 
Marilynn Kulieke 
L. Dan Massey 
Harry McMullan III 
Richard Omura 
Stephanie Shaefer 
Brian Smith 
Lee Smith 
Paula Thompson 
Stephen Zendt

Absent: Bob, Arkens,  Claudia Ayers (arrived late), Matthew Block, Avi Dogim, Scott Forsythe, 
Christel Garrick, ,Marvin Gawryn (arrived late)  , Joe Liszka, Delores Nice, and Charles Olivea.
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There was a time of silence followed by readings from The Urantia Book.  Janet Farrington Graham 
welcomed the Councilors and the visiting TDA delegates and alternates.

The meeting was called to order  by Janet Farrington Graham, President, with Lorrie Krasny acting as 
Secretary.  

The Tentative Agenda was reviewed.

Marvin Gawryn arrived late.

Lorrie Krasny reported that Proxies had been received for Matthew Block , Avi Dogim, Scott Forsythe, 
Christel Garrick, Charles Olivea.

Minutes of the August  12, 1999 were reviewed, corrections made.  Motion to approve, seconded.

Minutes approved with no objections.

Treasurer’s Report  Harry McMullan reports that we have a $70,871 surplus.  Total contributions, 
$269,794, total revenues, $403,405, total expenditures $332,534.

Summer Triennial Delegate Assembly and Summer Study Session: Marilynn Kulieke reported on 
logistics.  The conference begins Thursday, June 29, with a reception at 7:00p.m.  The formal program 
will be held from Friday at 9:00 a.m. to Sunday noon.  The General Council will meet at 1:00 and 
proceed to Monday, July 3, at 3:00p.m..  The theme of the conference is Science, Ethics, and Religion

TDA will be Begin Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. through as long as they need on Thursday.  Executive 
Committee will meet upon their completion of business.

Ad Hoc Committee Reports:

PR

IC’02  The dates have changed.  Harry is putting together a team.  Theme suggestions have been “The 
Second Mile,” and “Body, Mind and Spirit.”  The location is Estes Park, Colorado.  Harry is still 
soliciting themes.  He is hoping to attract 2,000.  

Summer Study Session 2001 will be held in San Francisco.

FLOWERS  Did not have a good year.  We had a targeted book drive for youth and only distributed 36 
books.  We supported international efforts like sending Norman Ingram, Chrystiline Biek, and Steve 
Rorbach to the World Parliament of Religions, and sending books as well.  Chrystiline’s work in South 
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Africa with new readers is keeping her busy there.

MEMBERSHIP  Marilynn Kulieke reports that we did a mailing including Membership Cards and a 
survey that was returned by 36 people.

            Ad Hoc Membership Committee.   At the last meeting we agreed that the SIGN program be 
worked on.  We loosened charter member requirements of Societies.  Member At Large dues 
requirements led to a discussion of whether there should be a membership fee.

                        Dues. We may not be constitutionally able to charge society members dues.  And it’s 
unfair for to just ask for dues from Members-At-Large.  If we follow the model of a “membership 
organization”, then we would require dues, but that’s not who we are.  We should look at other ways to 
raise funds for specific programs.  Sending out a letter to the members-at-large asking them to 
contribute. A membership contribution would enhance a sense of ownership for all members.  We could 
frame a consitutuional amendment and present it to the TDA this summer.  A reasonable goal for us 
would be a contribution of $10/mo. from the rank and file. To fully support us would be a $25/mo. 
commitment.  We are not getting the message across that we need money in our fundraising efforts.  
Denis Neuman, from Northern California, is building a website listing all Urantia-related organizations 
that need money.  We should try a $10/month credit card campaign.  We should have a sophisticated 
fundraising plan.  Phil Geiger will investigate the various charity web sites that we can be included in 
(one is mycharity.com).

(Claudia Ayers arriving late 10:15)

By unanimous straw poll, we will pursue a donation fundraising plan, including the 10/month credit card 
idea.

FAMILY LIFE  The committee’s chat rooms and email lists are organized  and in use, but there is no 
way to gauge their success and use.  International outreach efforts and plans should include the Family 
Life Committee, including translations of materials for children.  The Activity Guide is still not out.  
Sara has simplified it and formatted it in a new and better way, based on “doing, thinking and feeling.”  
Sara is also dedicated to ministry to non-Urantian families.  She donated the stuff from the Jerusalem 
marketplace to a fundamentalist church.  The committee is also dedicated to training leaders for spiritual 
parenting. Sara is communicating with Mike MacIsaac finding younger people to help.  She needs 
committee members.

WEBSITE AND DATABASE.  A number of new email lists and websites are up and running, 
revolving around the Fraternal Relations Committee and the SIGNs.  Lee Smith is working on the SIGN 
groups.  The new Data Entry Form has already gotten 100 new people for our mailing list.  Richard 
Omura has set up a Society Officers email list.  A private email list has been set up for TDA delegates.  
A new web server is now running at The Fellowship office that will act as a backup system for our web 
server.  The computers in the office have been set up.  David is close to having a multi-lingual search 
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engine.  We will put a “help wanted” section on the website to attract web designers.  Marvin suggests 
we read “The Web of Text and The Web of God” by Alan C. Purves.

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

DOMESTIC EXTENSION.  The budget was cut back for Expos, which is okay because the group that 
sponsors them is doing less.  Paula and the EC want to encourage more participation and support. from 
societies.  The Veritas Foundation donation they asked for to do a print campaign was declined in favor 
of contributions to local groups.  The committee still wants to do a year-long print ad campaign. They 
are looking into how to get study groups going.  Paula is initiating a program where Paula finds one 
contact, and then Paula sends a letter to all the readers in the zip codes advising them how to contact that 
reader.  Paula would like to put something in the Mighty Messenger asking for people willing to be 
contacted in each area.

FRATERNAL RELATIONS.  Marvin gave a report on the World Parliament of Religions.  He likens 
his personal experience to that of the apostles and the disciples.  There is a fresh attitude and a hunger 
for new truth among people of other countries.  The Fellowship people and The Foundation people 
worked well together, working with our booth and book because theirs didn’t arrive until the last day.  
The direction for the committee is to encourage individuals who have ties to other religions to act on 
them, and to learn to assertively share our belief in the inter-faith movement.

JUDICIAL. The committee is mostly reactive, and it did work with other committees.

PUBLICATIONS.  The new Fellowship Herald is beautiful.  Linda Buselli is doing the next one and 
needs contributions.  We need to print more of them for give-aways. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS.   Lee Smith reported on the SIGN program.

EDUCATION  Working on conference, completing last Wrightwood and a new one is coming up.  In 
coordination with Domestic Extension trying to revive the Area Coordinator’s Manual for starting study 
groups.  Speakers Bureau is supposed to be up and running some time this year.  She has not been able 
to contact Nick Stefaro, who is in charge of it.  Get people who give dynamic presentations (find them at 
conferences) and send them out to local societies, and split the cost with them.

CHARTER  A new society is ready to form.  The Urantia Book’s Aloha Society.  New Portland Society 
and new member-at-large.  Janet will send a thank you to Bud Kagan, who has been instrumental to 
forming societies. 
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NEW BUSINESS

FOUNDATION/FELLOWSHIP ISSUES.  Janet reviewed the history of The Fellowship’s compliance 
with the Foundation’s web policy, starting with our original compliance with the option we chose from 
the agreement sent by Mo Siegel, Trustee.  We received and sent subsequent correspondence with the 
trustees, including our invitation to have 5 members of the Executive Committee meet with the five 
trustees.  Janet had conversations with Richard Keeler discussing venue and dates. We were asked to 
and did remove the Dr. Sadler materials from our website as soon as we discovered they were under 
copyright.  They also requested that we remove our Spanish and French translations from our website 
The last correspondence from Georges Dupont, trustee, offered a meeting with him and 4 people who he 
has yet to name in Paris.  The Executive Committee proposes that we agree to travel anywhere to meet 
with the five trustees conditional only having 45 to 60 days notice for airfare savings.  (COPY AND 
SEND TO JANET FOR REVIEW)

Recess for lunch

Return from lunch into Closed Session.  Sealed minutes contain:

DISCUSSION on certain policy issues to get a sense of where the General Council stands.  

1.      Do we voluntarily remove the English and foreign-language texts from the website if threatened by 
litigation.

A motion was made and passed.

Dan’s discussion.of copyright.

David read a letter from Latin America.

Minutes Unsealed.

INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE  John Lange told us that Charles Olivea and Paul 
Premsagar are together in India at a book fair and to look into having an office there.  We are developing 
a book distribution program internationally.  We need to develop funding, logistics and distribution 
networks.  We need a Spanish-speaking Readers Service person.  We are already working on getting 
international visitors to IC’02.  The organization of the committee has changed to members representing 
specific regional interests.   We are looking at getting inexpensive laptops, which may have to be 
delivered personally.

General Discussion  We are growing exponentially in the international arena.  We could use more 
helpers.  There is a big difficulty in getting Russian books and our Russian contacts are thinking about 
publishing their own translation.  The booksellers don’t want to carry a $50 book because they won’t 

file:///C|/UBHistoricalArchives/Public/Documents/MP20000205_B_19.htm (5 of 6)7/29/2007 11:14:26 PM



[

sell.    Maybe Societies could get involved.  The Golden Gate Society is into phase two of the Serbo-
Croation translation and it should be ready in 3 years.  There are local international community 
opportunities.  Study Groups purchase one book a month.   We could contact them and set up this 
program.  There is an emergency need for the Spanish translations.  The General Council and the visitors 
are going to begin an emergency fund to provide Spanish books.  Richard Omura will contact the 
Societies and Paula will send a letter to all study groups.

The General Council received $2,500 in donations for Spanish translations.  125 book’s worth.

The President requested the names of Councilors whose terms are up and will not be running again.  Eef 
Hoedemaker was thanked for his contribution to the Council.  John Hales reported that Scott Forsythe 
will not be returning.

Tomorrow’s schedule is EC meeting at 9:00 am

General Council is meeting at 10:00 a.m. for open forum and to contribute theme ideas for IC’02

Linda Buselli will lead a worship service at 11:00 a.m.

      

The meeting was adjourned at 4: P.M. 

                                                      _____________________________________                                        
                                       Secretary

                              APPROVED:  _____________________________________

                                                     Chairman
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