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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  

GENERAL COUNCIL OF FIFTH EPOCHAL FELLOWSHIP

January 27, 1990 

A special meeting of the General Council was convened at 9:20 A.M., Saturday, January 27, 1990 at the 
Franciscan Renewal Center, Scottsdale, Arizona.

The following members were present constituting a quorum:

Thomas S. Allen, Robert F. Bruyn, Avi Dogim, Stephen Dreier, David Elders, Berkeley Elliott, Lucile 
Faw, Anthony Finstad, Scott Forsythe, John W. Hales, John D. Hay, Bill Hazen, Janice Heinberg, Gard 
Jameson, James G. Johnston, Thomas Kendall, Lynne B. Kulieke, Marilynn Kulieke, John L. Lange, 
Eileen Laurence, Peter Laurence, R. Steve Law, Leonard D. Massey, Larry Mullins, Michael Painter, 
Paul Snider, Brent St. Denis, Melissa Wells.

Absent were James McNelly, Douglas Fraser, W. David Robertson, Philip Rolnick. Harry McMullan 
and Mo Siegel were absent because they were co-chairing a concurrent meeting of Society Presidents 
and Area Coordinators. Gloriann Harris, Director, Office Operations, was present.

Chairman David Elders called the meeting to order with Brent St. Denis as Secretary.

The Secretary reported that two proxy forms had been properly submitted to him prior to the meeting 
which provided that John Hay would be voting at the meeting for Mo Siegal and Berkeley Elliott for 
Harry McMullan. Messrs. McMullan and Siegel had volunteered to co-chair a meeting this same 
morning of Society Presidents and Area Coordinators invited to join the council in Phoenix for joint 
open discussions on the future of Fifth Epochal Fellowship planned for Saturday afternoon, Saturday 
evening, and Sunday morning.

David Elders reported that the agenda for the meeting was as follows:

1. Election of two new General Councilors for terms ending with the 1991 Triennial Delegate Assembly. 
The vacancies were created as a result of the resignations of Nancy Grimsley and Polly Friedman. These 
two positions would be up for re-election along with Council seats due to expire in 1991 in accordance 
with the constitution.

2. Discuss and consider ratification of Executive Committee decisions made during a telephone 
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conference call meeting held on Sunday, November 5, 1989. These decisions were required as a result of 
URANTIA Foundation's action to terminate URANTIA Brotherhood's licensing agreement and tenancy 
at 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago.

In proceeding to the election of two new councilors, the Chairman appointed Lucile Faw and Scott 
Forsythe to act as tellers. The Chairman asked for nominations. The persons who had been 
recommended and for whom biographies had been submitted, were:

John Andrews, Juneau, Alaska  
Michael Challis, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  
Lila Dogim, Brooklyn, New York  
Marta Elders, Darien , Connecticut  
Fred Farha, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  
Marvin Gawryn, Berkeley, California  
Katharine (Ticky) Harries, Lawrenceville, Georgia  
Cindy Hopper, Willowdale (Toronto), Ontario  
J.J. Johnson, Phoenix, Arizona  
Lyn Davis Lear, Los Angeles, California  
Steve McIntosh, San Francisco, California  
Charles Montgomery, Agoura Hills, California  
David Owen, Chicago, Illinois  
Lee F.S. Smith, Soquel, California  
Mary Snider, Wilmette (Chicago), Illinois

The voting procedure agreed to by consensus was as follows: There would first be a vote, or series of 
votes, to determine the two highest ranked candidates. This would be followed by a vote to determine 
which of the final two would be allocated the longer of the two vacant terms notwithstanding that both 
terms would expire as of the 1991 Triennial Delegate Assembly. In order to determine the two highest 
ranked nominees it was agreed that on the first and subsequent ballots councilors would place two 
names on their secret ballot. There being 30 votes total at the meeting two candidates with a total of 16 
or more votes each would be required. Balloting would continue until this occurred with a specified 
number of names from the lowest ranked nominees dropped for the next ballot. Should a single 
candidate obtain 16 or more votes on a given voting round then subsequent balloting would be to 
determine the single remaining seat.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried unanimously that the fifteen persons whose names had thus 
far been presented be placed in nomination. This was carried unanimously.

Berkeley Elliott withdrew the name of Michael Challis, at his request. The Chairman called for any 
additional nominations from the floor. There being none, he declared nominations closed.

The Chairman offered Councilors the opportunity to comment on the 14 persons in nomination. There 
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was agreement that the calibre of candidates was extremely high and that any two would make excellent 
councilors. The choices would not be easy to make. During comments about Lila Dogim, Mary Snider, 
and Marta Elders, Councilors Avi Dogim, Paul Snider, and David Elders left the room to allow free 
discussion concerning the merits of their spouses as potential Councilors.

Before proceeding to the first ballot, it was agreed to drop from the ballot for a second vote if needed the 
bottom-ranked seven including ties. The tellers passed out the ballots.

The tellers counted and reported the results of the first ballot :

Lyn Lear 19 David Owen 2 Lee Smith 11 John Andrews 1 Marta Elders 7 Lila Dogim 1 JJ Johnson 5 
Fred Farha 1 Steve McIntosh 5 Marvin Gawryn 1 Cindy Hopper 4 Katharine Harries 1 Mary Snider 2 
Charles Montgomery 0

The Chairman declared Lyn Davis Lear elected and called for a second ballot to include the following 
names: Lee Smith, Marta Elders, JJ Johnson, Steve McIntosh, and Cindy Hopper. Councilors were to 
vote for one name only.

The tellers collected, counted, and reported the results of the second ballot:

Lee Smith 10 Cindy Hopper 4 Marta Elders 8 Steve McIntosh 3 JJ Johnson 5

The Chairman called for a third ballot to include the following names: Lee Smith, Marta Elders, JJ 
Johnson, and Cindy Hopper.

The tellers collected, counted, and reported the results of the third ballot:

Lee Smith 13 Cindy Hopper 4 Marta Elders 9 JJ Johnson 4

The Chairman called for a fourth ballot to include the following names: Lee Smith and Marta Elders.

The tellers reported the results of the fourth ballot: Lee Smith 15, Marta Elders 14 (one ballot spoiled). 
The Chairman called for a fifth ballot. The results reported by the tellers were: Marta Elders 16, Lee 
Smith 14.

The Chairman declared Marta Elders elected.

In a subsequent ballot to determine which of Lyn Davis Lear and Marta Elders was to be accorded the 
longer term of the two vacancies the results were as follows: Lyn Lear 24, Marta Elders 3 (one ballot 
spoiled, one ballot not turned in).
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In turning the General Council's attention to the second item on the agenda the Chairman pointed out 
that the Executive Committee had adopted the minutes of its November 5, 1989 meeting with the 
following correction:

In resolution #1: "Be it resolved that URANTIA Brotherhood Corporation be renamed,...".

In resolution #3: "...of the building at 529 Wrightwood Ave...."

In resolution #4 "Be it resolved that the name of the organization known as URANTIA Brotherhood 
Corporation, until October 30, 1989...."

The Chairman recessed the meeting into informal session.

Mr. Elders explained the reasons for the use of the word "Corporation in resolutions #1 and #4 of the 
November 5, 1989 Executive Meeting their being the need to allow certain legal matters to be completed 
on behalf of the corporation. This would have no bearing on the use of the name of "Fifth Epochal 
Fellowship" on a provisional basis only.

The Chairman returned the meeting to formal session to allow the General Council to vote on the 
November 5, 1989 Executive Committee decisions.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried unanimously that the General Council ratifies resolution #l 
of the Executive Committee's November 5, 1989 minutes as amended.

There was general understanding about this resolution that the Council's options concerning the 
organization's name were still quite open.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried unanimously that the General Council certifies resolution #2 
of the Executive Committee's November 5, 1989 minutes.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried unanimously that the General Council ratifies resolution #3 
of the Executive Committee's November 5, 1989 minutes as amended.

In the discussion which preceded the vote on the above resolution, the following points were made 
concerning the purchase of the building at 529 Wrightwood Avenue, Chicago.

· There was no large meeting room, but meetings of the Executive Committee could be accommodated. 
It was suggested that enlarging the archway between the dining room and living room might provide for 
a larger meeting area.

· Finance Committee Chairman, Gard Jameson, explained plans to finance the purchase of the building 
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by providing attractive terms for a partnership group. "Fellowship Partners" would contribute minimum 
units of $5000 towards the total purchase price of $375,000 which is due by April 1, 1990. Any shortfall 
would be mortgaged as there has been interest in this proposal totalling some $200,000 to date.

· The partnership would agree to contribute rent back to the Fellowship at the end of each year for a 
period not to exceed 5 years. While there would be some tax benefit to partners by virtue of depreciation 
more significant advantages would be achieved by the deemed contribution of net appreciation over the 
first 5 year period after which the partnership would effectively give the building to the Fellowship. A 
$10,000 contribution to the partnership would cost the contributor $5,520.

· The use of a Charitable Lead Trust by the partnership to allow the not-for-profit Fellowship to properly 
avoid an estimated $14,000 in municipal taxes was also discussed as all operating costs of the building 
would be assumed by the Fellowship (i.e. net/net/net).

Mr. Jameson indicated that a prospectus would be written up for distribution to potential partners, 
Society Presidents and General Councilors.

In discussing the value of the building there was agreement that an official appraisal be done to support 
the prospectus.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried unanimously that the General Council ratifies the decision of 
the Executive Committee to change the name of URANTIA Brotherhood Corporation to Fifth Epochal 
Fellowship Corporation on a provisional basis.

In the discussions which preceded the vote on this motion, David Elders explained that the attorneys had 
advised him that "World Spiritual Society" was too general and there was little likelihood it could be 
registered. The officers had been given authority to pursue legal matters concerning name registration 
and decided to use "Fifth Epochal Fellowship" as the most likely registrable name. This decision is for 
the corporation only.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried unanimously that the General Council ratifies resolution #5 
of the Executive Committee November 5, 1989 minutes.

The Chairman reported on the fair use opinion prepared for the Fellowship by legal counsel. Copies had 
been provided to Councilors.

With respect to resolution #6 of the November 5, 1989 Executive Committee meeting it was agreed that 
no resolution by the General Council was required.

The Chairman recessed the meeting to informal session.

Vice-President Marilynn Kulieke reported on the name survey indicating that about 500 responses had 
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been received from a total mailing of about 1400 comprised of 1200 members and 200 donors including 
a number of international readers. In addition to the set portion of the survey hundreds of other 
suggested names were offered by interested readers.

Among the 3 main choices, the response was as follows:

Mean Support Rank

1. Fellowship for Spiritual Progress 38% 1.7 2. Fifth Epochal Fellowship 51% 1.9 3. Servers of the 
Circles 5% 2.8

When the last was expanded to include names with "URANTIA" in them the responses to the 6 
suggestions were:

Mean Support Rank 1. Fellowship for Spiritual Progress 18% 3.2 2. Fifth Epochal Fellowship 20% 3.5 
3. Servers of the Circles 13% 1.9 4. Fellowship of Urantia Book Readers 21% 3.4 5. Friends of The 
URANTIA Book 10% 2.8 6. The URANTIA Book Fellowship 30% 2.5

In response to a question relating to the use of Brotherhood, Fellowship, Society, Assembly, etc. in the 
organization's name the top 3 had the following mean ranks:

Mean Rank

Fellowship 4.3 Brotherhood 3.6 Society 3.5

This would appear to indicate strong support for the word "Fellowship".

In response to questions which included the use of the word "Urantia" in a name and the possible need 
for litigation, it appeared that support was strong for using "Urantia" but quite weak when it came to 
providing funds to fight a legal battle.

In the discussion which followed the following points were raised and questions asked:

"This is a snapshot of reader views at this stressful time."

"What time factors make it more likely that we could use the word Urantia later if not now?"

"Survey questions related to financial litigation were part of an honest attempt to gauge reader feelings 
on the issue, not an attempt to 'stir the pot'."

"If we don't have the right to use the word URANTIA now, why would we ever have the right?"
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The Fellowship, as an ex-licensee of the Foundation, is more restricted than others who have never been 
bound by an agreement. There is an aversion to legal action among the readership; it is less a question of 
support for our efforts.

Some councilors felt we were moving too quickly toward the selection of a name. "Lets take our time." 
Not all were convinced that we should not eventually use the word Urantia in the organization's name. It 
was suggested that the resolution of the name question should be included as part of constitutional 
renewal. "We should leave the meeting with the name question still open."

Marilynn Kulieke reported to the General Council that the Executive Committee had a day earlier 
decided to target the 1991 Triennial Delegate Assembly as a critical date in resolving the organization's 
name. A subcommittee had been appointed to recommend a time table including a possible forum on the 
name issue at the 1990 International Conference at Snowmass, Colorado. Some felt that a one and a half 
year delay in setting the name issue was too long. Others felt the time was needed for the issue to come 
to maturity. A balance must be struck between the use of a provisional name against the need for time.

The Secretary reported to the meeting that Councilor Phil Rolnick, who was unable to attend, had asked 
that a letter be read at this meeting and to the larger group later in the weekend. It was the consensus of 
the group that councilors could read the letter individually if they wished inasmuch as reading it to the 
larger group was not consistent with the program.

The Chairman returned the meeting to formal session.

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 12:20 P.M.

Secretary Approved: (Signed) David N. Elders, Chairman
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