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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF  

GENERAL COUNCIL URANTIA BROTHERHOOD

February 11-12, 1989 

The special meeting of the General Council was convened at 7:48 P.M. Saturday, February 11, 1989, at 
Nordic Hills Resort and Conference Center, Itasca, Illinois.

The following members were present, constituting a quorum:

Thomas S. Allen Robert Bruyn Avinoam Dogim Stephen Dreier David N. Elders Berkeley Elliott Lucile 
Faw Anthony F. Finstad Scott M. Forsythe Polly Friedman Nancy Grimsley John W. Hales John D. Hay 
Bill Hazen Janice C. Heinberg Gard Jameson James C. Johnston Thomas A. Kendall Marilynn J. 
Kulieke Lynne B. Kulieke John L. Lange Eileen Laurence Peter Laurence Ronald Steve Law Daniel 
Massey Harry McMullan III James McNelly Larry Mullins Michael A. Painter David Robertson Philip 
Rolnick Mo Siegel Paul Snider Brent St. Denis Melissa Wells Douglas Fraser was absent, but sent a 
proxy for Berkeley Elliott to use.

The meeting was called to order by the President, David Elders, with Janice Heinberg acting as 
Secretary. Mr. Elders had invited Marian Rowley to attend the meeting also, to act as Assistant Secretary.

The Chairman asked that the agenda be amended to include an item to confirm another special meeting 
of the General Council on January 27-28, 1990, at the Franciscan Renewal Center, Paradise Valley, AZ. 
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve the agenda with this amendment.

The three agenda items approved for the Special Meeting were:

1. Vote to confirm a special meeting of the General Council, January 27-28, 1990, at the Franciscan 
Renewal Center. Paradise Valley, Arizona. 2. Discussion of dual service in URANTIA Brotherhood and 
other organizations.

3. Discussion of the revised pamphlet, "Suggestions for Sharing The URANTIA Book.

To initiate discussion on the agenda item, "Dual Service," the Chairman asked for resolutions to be 
placed before the Council to focus discussion. Phil Rolnick requested the opportunity to place both a 
resolution and its supporting rationale before the Council stating that the full presentation would require 
approximately 30 minutes of uninterrupted time. After much discussion concerning the appropriateness 
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of focusing the general discussion of dual service on a particular organization and the dual service of one 
of its directors, and the timing and circumstances of both the formulation of the resolution and its 
rationale, and the circumstances of its being brought before the body without prior distribution of its 
specifics, it was agreed by the General Council that Mr. Rolnick could proceed. The following motion 
was presented both verbally and in writing:

"That General Councilors and Committee members who act as principals of Jesusonian Foundation 
either remove the present conflicts and desist from future conflicting activities, or, are hereby requested 
to resign from their various positions of elected trust in URANTIA Brotherhood."

There was no formal vote taken at this time on this resolution and a motion was made, seconded, and 
carried to recess into informal session for discussion.

After much discussion again concerning the basis for the resolution, its appropriateness for consideration 
by the General Council without prior notification, the rationale for its being presented in a resolution 
form affecting service on the Council or Departmental Committee without proper processing through the 
Judicial Committee, and whether it fell acceptably under the agenda for the meeting, it was the 
consensus of the body that the presentation and discussion proceed. At the conclusion of Mr. Rolnick's 
presentation, Mr. McMullan and Mr. Hay presented arguments in refutation of many of Mr. Rolnick's 
supporting points. Based upon the general agreement that there was insufficient support for the actions 
requested in the motion, the resolution was never brought to a vote.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 10:35 P.M. to be reconvened at 8:30 A.M. Sunday, February 12.

The meeting was called to order at 8:47 A.M. Sunday, February 12, in informal session.

Marilynn Kulieke and Lynne Kulieke presented two resolutions. The first was to re-affirm the 
Councilors' responsibility to know and live up to the constitution, by-laws, rules, regulations, and 
policies of URANTIA Brotherhood and conduct ourselves with integrity. The second resolution was to 
form an ad hoc committee to formulate guidelines for the analyses of such actions within the Council 
which might constitute a threat to the integrity of URANTIA Brotherhood and URANTIA Foundation 
for us and/or our posterity. There was a full discussion of the two resolutions. The meeting was 
convened in formal session. A motion was made to limit debate to 15 minutes, but it was defeated. After 
discussion, a motion was made and seconded to adopt resolution #1, but it was defeated by a vote of yes 
5, no 29, abstention 1.

Resolution #2 was then discussed prior to its being placed on the floor, and its proposers withdrew it 
without a vote being taken.

Berkeley Elliott suggested that a committee be formed, including Phil Rolnick, Mo Siegel, Steve Dreier, 
Gard Jameson, and Jim McNelly who would serve to work out issues of the sort raised by the question 
of dual service generally, and by Mr. Rolnick's presentation specifically. After discussion, a motion to 
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this effect was defeated as follows: Yes 4, no 28, abstentions 2.

A break was taken from 10:12 to 10:35 A.M.

When the meeting resumed, Mr. Elders presented a two-part motion designed to address both the issue 
of General Councilor ethical standards generally and as this related to the relationship with independent 
groups involved in work concerned with The URANTIA Book.

1. That those who are asked and who agree to serve on the General Council of URANTIA Brotherhood, 
in a manner which allows them to wholeheartedly and objectively commit their time and energies, 
during their time of service, to the health, welfare and effectiveness of URANTIA Brotherhood in 
achieving its purposes, shall willingly refrain from involvement in decision and/or policy-making roles 
(but not membership) in any organization established for purposes related to the purposes for which 
URANTIA Brotherhood was established and as defined by its group process of decision making.

2. That URANTIA Brotherhood, as part of its mission to achieve its organizational goals as outlined in 
its stated PURPOSE, shall establish and institutionalize a mechanism of communication and facilitation 
between URANTIA Brotherhood and all associated groups working on behalf of the fifth epochal 
revelation to the end that mutual support, understanding, education, experience, cooperation, and 
respectful interaction may take place so that the broader planetary purposes of our unseen supervisors 
may be achieved. The Executive Committee is charged with the responsibility of implementing this 
resolution in an expeditious manner.

After discussion, the first part of the resolution was withdrawn before a vote was taken. The second part 
of the resolution was approved with the following result: Yes 33, no no votes, abstentions 2.

Bob Bruyn made a strong statement in support of a program of orientation for new General Councilors 
and presented a motion to that effect: That the officers of URANTIA Brotherhood be required to 
complete development by the next meeting of the General Council of a policy, procedures, and record of 
decisions manual, including other information such as that contained in the Area Coordinators Manual, 
for distribution to new General Councilors as part of an ongoing orientation program. This motion was 
made, seconded, and carried unanimously. In the following discussion, it was suggested that 
consideration be given to make such a manual available to all existing General Councilors and perhaps 
even to TDA Delegates. Mo Siegel pointed out that although no resolution on the issue of "conflict of 
interest" was reached at this meeting, it was important that the General Council follow its established 
constitutional procedures with regard to membership status and any action related to removal of General 
Councilors. In further related discussion, the chairman was required to establish the ad hoc committee on 
a "Code of Ethics for Organizational Service" as originally charged in a vote by the General Council at 
its January 1988 meeting.

The next item on the agenda was discussion on the revised pamphlet "Suggestions for Sharing The 
URANTIA Book." Dan Massey presented a motion that the booklet be accepted as the Councilors had it 
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and that it be published. The motion was seconded. Discussion followed. Peter Laurence felt the section 
on the Fraternal Relations Committee was not accurate and that it should be removed or extensively 
revised. Lynne Kulieke felt the booklet should not be published at all as it risked giving the impression 
to the readership that the organization was mandating as policy the ways to share the teachings. Others 
felt that it was very good and we should publish it. No vote was taken on this motion.

The Chairman suggested that one possible approach for publishing the booklet which offers a way to 
make it available while avoiding the possibility that it would be seen as Brotherhood policy rather than 
personal suggestions for sharing is to publish it under the masthead of The URANTIAN, Journal of 
URANTIA Brotherhood. After further discussion of the merits of this approach, Mo Siegel made such a 
motion which was seconded and carried with the following vote: Yes 30, no 2, abstentions 2.

The Chairman asked for a confirmation of a suggested special meeting of the Council next January. A 
motion was made and seconded that such a meeting be held on January 27-28, 1990, at the Francisco 
Renewal Center, Paradise Valley, AZ. The vote was taken as follows: Yes 30, no 2, abstentions 2. The 
motion was carried.

Steven Dreier wanted to make a motion, but was ruled out of order inasmuch as this was a special 
meeting of the General Council with a limited agenda.

(Signed) Janice Clark Heinberg, Secretary  
APPROVED: (Signed) David N. Elders, Chairman 
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