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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE  

GENERAL COUNCIL OF URANTIA BROTHERHOOD 
June 25, 1977 

 

The annual meeting of the General Council of URANTIA Brotherhood was held at 10:00 A.M., June 25, 
1977, at 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, Illinois.

The following members were present, constituting a quorum:

Arthur C. Born, W. Allen Brazell, Arthur M. Burch, M. Inez Burch, Bernard Burton, Helen Butler, 
Helen C. Carlson, Hoite C. Caston, E. L. Christensen, Lewis A. Clark, Edith E. Cook, Berkeley Elliott, 
Julia K. Fenderson, Scott Forsythe, Clyde C. Goodman, David R. Gray, John W. Hales, Mary Lou 
Hales, Katharine Harries, Carolyn Kendall, Thomas A. Kendall, Lynne B. Kulieke, James C. Mills, 
Martin W. Myers, Robert W. Myers, Barbara A. Newsom, Harry E. Rowley, Marian T. Rowley, Frank 
Sgaraglino, Paul Snider, Meredith J. Sprunger, Kenton E. Stephens.

William M. Hales, Anna Rawson, Herman A. Schell, and K. David Schlundt were absent.

The meeting was called to order by the President, Meredith J. Sprunger, with Marian Rowley acting as 
Secretary.

Mr. Brazell requested that the agenda be revised to provide for the considera-tion of new business before 
the reports of the Departmental Chairmen, Officers, and Field Representatives, and made the following 
motion: "To allow maximum benefits from the personal presence of each Councilor at this meeting, I 
move that the tentative agenda be changed to place priority in time on 'new busi-ness,' to open 
presentation and discussion of new business items in this morning session and to continue during the 
afternoon as necessary to allow each Coun-cilor an opportunity to speak on each item."

Dr. Sprunger asked John Hales to take the chair temporarily while he explained that the reports should 
come first as there were certain things to be said that would affect the later discussion. He then resumed 
the chair and the motion was seconded and defeated. Kenton Stephens then moved that the tentative 
agenda be adopted. The motion was seconded and carried.

The minutes of the last annual meeting, held June 23, 1976, were read and approved.

The Secretary read the census reports for the ten societies as of December 31, 1976. as follows:
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First URANTIA Society 123 First URANTIA Society of Los Angeles 80 URANTIA Society of 
Glenview 19 First URANTIA Society of Oklahoma 99 Orvonton URANTIA Society of Chicago 36 
First URANTIA Society of Fort Wayne, Indiana 21 First URANTIA Society of Wenatchee 19 First 
URANTIA Society of Houston 32 First URANTIA Society of Western Springs 9 San Francisco Bay 
Area URANTIA Society 23

Total Society Members 461

Members-at-Large 146

Total Brotherhood Members 607

A motion was made, seconded, and carried to recess the meeting for informal discussion.

The Chairman asked for the annual reports of the Committee Chairmen:

Judicial Committee - Arthur M. Burch Charter Committee - Mary Lou Hales Fraternal Relations 
Committee - Carolyn Kendall Domestic Extension Committee - Thomas A. Kendall International 
Relationship Committee - Martin W. Myers Committee on Education - Lynne B. Kulieke Publications 
Committee - Barbara A. Newsom Finance Committee - Arthur C. Born Special Projects Committee - 
Bernard Burton Joint Custodians - Helen C. Carlson

These reports are on file.

The Chairman then asked for the annual reports of the officers:

Vice President - E. L. Christensen (read by John Hales) Secretary - Marian T. Rowley Treasurer - Edith 
E. Cook Secretary-General - John W. Hales President - Meredith J. Sprunger

These reports are on file.

The Chairman then reported on action taken by the Executive Committee on three resolutions which 
were referred to it by the General Council at the meeting of June 23, 1976:

1. The matter of representation of Members-at-Large at the Triennial Delegate Assembly had been 
referred to the Judicial Committee which rendered an opinion that it would be a duplication of the 
functions of the constitution which is based on the fact that societies comprise the constituency of the 
Brotherhood. The Executive Committee discussed the opinion and unanimously accepted the 
recommendation of the Judicial Committee.

2. The second resolution concerned the dissemination of information on the Triennial Delegate 
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Assembly to societies and Members-at-Large. The in-formation was summarized and reported in the 
August 1977 issue of the URANTIA Brotherhood Bulletin.

3. The third resolution recommended the formation of a committee to review Member-at-Large 
applications. The Chairman reported that the five offi-cers of the Brotherhood, who act as the 
Administrative Committee, are processing the applications before they go to the Executive Committee.

The Chairman brought up the matter of the Confirmatory Agreement. Mr. Goodman reviewed the 
history of the Oklahoma situation and Mr. Sgaraglino pointed out that the Orvonton Society had 
questions which had not been answered. Mr. Kendall and Mr. Myers both stated the position of the 
Foundation and said that the lawyers were working on a revised agreement which would be known as a 
Licensing Agreement. Hopefully, this would be ready by the end of the year. Mr. Kendall reported that 
the Los Angeles lawsuit regarding the copy-right and the trademark and service mark was settled in 
favor of the Founda-tion. The Chairman said that the Executive Committee would act as an inter-
mediary between the societies and the Foundation and asked that societies send any suggestions or 
objections to the Executive Committee.

Mr. Brazell distributed copies of Public Law 94-553 -- General Revision of Copyright Laws. The 
booklet contains the new copyright law which goes into effect January 1, 1978.

The Chairman declared a recess of ten minutes.

Upon reconvening there was a brief discussion on the Foundation-Brotherhood relationship and the 
Chairman was commended for his expression of unity in his annual report. The report was made 
available to anyone who wanted a copy. Mr. Stephens pointed out that the Foundation was created to be 
independent and to be strong to maintain the integrity of the book. The Brotherhood was de-signed to 
disseminate the teachings of the book. Both are independent bodies. One does not control the other 
except in certain specific ways.

The Chairman recessed the meeting at 1:10 P.M. for lunch.

Upon reconvening at 2:10 P.M., the following annual reports of Field Repre-sentatives were read:

Henry Begemann (read by the Secretary) Stephen Dreier (read by the Secretary) Berkeley Elliott Julia 
Fenderson Lewis A. Clark

These reports are on file.

The Chairman reconvened the meeting in formal session.

John Hales, as Secretary of the Executive Committee, read the nominations pre-sented by the Executive 
Committee. The Chairman appointed Scott Forsythe and Katharine Harries as tellers, who distributed the 
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ballots. The Chairman then asked for nominations from the floor. There were none, and the Chairman 
declared the nominations closed. The members then proceeded to vote.

A motion was made, seconded, and carried to recess for informal discussion while the tellers were 
counting the ballots.

The annual reports from the following Field Representatives were presented:

Mario Harrington - No report James C. Mills Richard F. Prince (read by the Secretary) Peter Sarfaty - 
No report Helena Sprague (read by the Secretary)

These reports are on file.

The Chairman asked for new business.

Mr. Snider complimented Dr. Sprunger on the outstanding job he had done during the past year and 
expressed his optimistic hope for the future of the Brotherhood.

Mr. Brazell brought up the matter of the Foundation action in withdrawing dis-counts to societies and 
Brotherhood members. He felt strongly that books should be available at the same discounts given to 
bookstores. It was pointed out that societies now can get books at a discount for placement in libraries 
and institutions. After some discussion Mr. Brazell said he would present a motion when we were in 
formal session.

Mr. Brazell suggested that a special nominating committee be formed of one member from each society 
and that their nominations, accompanied by a biograph-ical sketch, should be sent to Councilors well in 
advance of an election. It was pointed out that this was contrary to the constitution which names the 
Executive Committee as the nominating committee, but that suggestions from the societies would be 
welcome before the Executive Committee took action. Mr. Brazell said he would present the formal 
motion later.

The Chairman said that, in principle, he believed each of the suggestions made during the meeting was 
constructive and helpful. We should try to take less time for routine formal reports and we should 
involve societies in making nominations for officers of the Brotherhood. This can be done through the 
freedoms allowed in our present constitutional procedures. The price of The URANTIA Book, of course, 
is a Foundation matter. There were abuses of the privilege to purchase books at wholesale and we now 
have a compromise solution to the problem.

The Chairman reconvened the meeting in formal session.

The tellers reported that there were 30 ballots cast which were unanimous for the slate presented. The 
Chairman declared the following elected:
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Judicial Committee Marion Oestmann 3 years " " Arthur M. Burch, Chairman 6 years Charter 
Committee David Renn 3 years " " Irene L. Sprunger 1 year " " David Elders 6 years Fraternal Relations 
Committee Joyce Lapham 4 years " " Frank Sgaraglino 6 years Domestic Extension Committee Scott 
Forsythe 2 years " " Cecelia E. Forrester 6 years International Fellowship Committee Hazel Cunningham 
6 years Committee on Education Lynne B. Kulieke, Chairman 1 year " " Marjorie Reed 4 years " " 
Charles R. Burton 5 years " " John W. Hales 6 years Publications Committee Mark W. Kulieke 5 years " 
" Lisa Carr Renn 6 years Finance Committee Gloriann Harris 1 year " " Florence Burton 5 years Special 
Projects Committee Corlin R. Gillette 6 years Mr. Brazell made a motion that the following resolution 
be adopted: BE IT RESOLVED that, in order to properly fulfill its constitutional purposes of 
dissemination and promotion of the teachings of The URANTIA Book, the URANTIA Brotherhood 
through the Executive Committee hereby petitions the URANTIA Foundation to supply copies of The 
URANTIA Book to the Brotherhood, its chartered societies, its informal study groups, and to individual 
persons at the same price and discount at which it sells the book to book stores, libraries, or other buyers;

AND FURTHER, upon receiving grant of this petition from the Foundation, notice of this sales policy 
be promptly sent by the Brotherhood to the chartered societies and the informal study groups listed in 
the records of the Brotherhood.

The motion was seconded and defeated.

Mr. Brazell then made the following motion: "To better find and utilize the talents and services of its 
members and to foster sound growth and development, I move the URANTIA Brotherhood establish a 
departmental committee to select and nominate candidates for election to the various offices of the 
Brotherhood as its constitution provides; that this committee be comprised of one member of each 
chartered society; and that the nominations, each accompanied by a brief biographical sketch, be 
furnished each Councilor at least thirty, but not more than ninety, days in advance of an election 
meeting."

The motion was seconded and defeated.

Mr. Stephens made the following motion: It is the sense of the General Council that URANTIA 
Foundation be encouraged to develop the revised Licensing Agree-ment between the Foundation and the 
Brotherhood societies as quickly as possible for submission to the societies, and the Council expresses 
apprecia-tion for the co-operation of everyone in URANTIA Brotherhood and URANTIA Foundation in 
resolving this problem.

The motion was seconded and carried.

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting sine die at 4:30 P.M.

(Signed) Marian Rowley, Secretary  
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APPROVED: (Signed) Meredith J. Sprunger, Chairman
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