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ANNUAL MEETING OF  
THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF URANTIA BROTHERHOOD

August 7, 1966 

A regular meeting of the General Council of Urantia Brotherhood was held at 2:00 P.M., August 7, 
1966, at 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, Illinois.

The following were present, constituting a quorum:

Arthur M. Burch, Bernard Burton, Robert Burton, Ruth F. Burton, Helen Butler, Helen C. Carlson, E L. 
Christensen, Eldred M. Cocking, Edith E. Cook, Albert H. Dyon, Berkeley Elliott, Mary Lou Hales, 
William M. Hales, Thomas A. Kendall, Alvin L. Kulieke, Lucile Kulieke, Alfred Leverenz, Patricia 
Mundelius, Ernest C. Pritchard, Anna Rawson, Harry E. Rowley, Marian T. Rowley, Leone M. Sadler, 
William S. Sadler, John J. Seres, Frank Sgaraglino, Meredith J. Sprunger, Kenton E. Stephens, Thomas 
E. Wideroe.

The following members were absent:

Julia Fenderson, Clyde Goodman, James C. Mills, Robert Steen, Ruth Sweely.

The meeting was called to order by the President, Miss E. L. Christensen, with Anna Rawson acting as 
Secretary.

The minutes of the last meeting, August 8, 1965, were read and approved.

The census reports from the five Urantia Societies, as of December 31, 1965, were as follows:

First Urantia Society 135  
Urantia Society of Glenview 21  
Orvonton Urantia Society of Chicago 27  
The First Urantia Society of Los Angeles, California 34  
First Urantia Society of Oklahoma 55  
Total: 272

There were 31 members-at-large in December 1965.
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Upon motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the meeting recessed for informal discussion of business 
and problems.

The annual reports of the Officers and Committee Chairmen were read. A summary of these reports 
follows;

JUDICIAL

Mr. Arthur Burch, Chairman, reported that there had been no business for the Judicial Committee the 
past year.

CHARTER

Mrs. Ruth Burton, Chairman, reported that the Charter Committee had been occupied in the preparation 
of Packets of Information which could be sent to any group interested in the formation of a Society.

FRATERNAL RELATIONS

According to Mr. Albert Dyon, Chairman, this Committee is attempting to keep abreast of the times in 
acquainting itself with any areas of the world where there is religious ferment so that if, and when the 
opportunity arises, the Fraternal Relations Committee will be ready to function in relation to the Urantia 
teachings and the work of other religious groups and churches.

DOMESTIC EXTENSION 

This Committee, as reported by its Chairman, Mr. Thomas Kendall, has devised a system for inviting 
contact with the Brotherhood by those who purchase Urantia Books. A letter and return postcard in an 
envelope is attached to the carton of each Urantia Book sold by the Brotherhood. A number of replies 
have been received, and these individuals have been contacted and added to the Brotherhood mailing 
list. The Committee continues to send gift books to large libraries throughout the U.S., and these gifts 
are bringing good results.

EDUCATION

Dr. William S. Sadler, as Chairman of this Committee, reported on the courses offered in the School this 
past year: THEOLOGY OF THE URANTIA BOOK - Vol. II, presented by Alvin Kulieke; and 
ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE URANTIA BOOK -Vol. I, presented by Dr. Sadler.

He spoke of the summer study session in August 1965 where several individuals conducted a study on 
the MORDNTIA LIFE. There were 81 people in attendance at this session.
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An Extension Course was held in Los Angeles, California in January and February 1966. Mrs. Ruth 
Burton was the teacher and her subject was DEITY. This proved to be a very fruitful venture. In July, 
1966 another extension course was held in Los Angeles. Mr. Alvin Kulieke was the teacher and his 
subject was ASTRONOMY. This too was a great success.

The school this coming year will consist of a study group meeting in the Fall and Spring which will be 
open to any one interested. There will be no credits given for these courses.

FOREIGN EXTENSION

According to Mr. Bernard Burton, Chairman of this Committee, France and Australia are the only 
foreign countries which can boast of any great number of Urantia Books. An effort is now being made to 
place the Urantia Book in Protestant libraries in Germany, England, and Africa.

PUBLICATIONS

Mrs. Leone Sadler, reporting as Chairman of the Publications Committee, said that the Bulletin is now 
being mailed to 750 persons, and the number is steadily increasing. It finds its way to 14 foreign 
countries.

FINANCE

The important function of this Committee, reports Mr. Hales, Chairman, is the drafting of the budget, 
and sending out a letter of solicitation to those interested in perpetuating the Urantia movement.

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

This Committee had no special duties to perform this past year, but its Chairman, Miss Edith Cook, 
assured us that the Committee was always ready to function when called upon.

These reports are on file.

Mrs. Leone Sadler, reporting for the Joint Custodians, indicated that 594 books had been disposed of in 
1965, a decrease of 24 from 1964. This leaves only 2,274 in inventory in Chicago and Crawfordsville. 
Mr. Alvin Kulieke, Vice President, in addition to his regular duties, functioned as Chairman of the 
Committee on Constitutional Amendments helping to draft Amendments to the Constitution which will 
be voted on at this meeting. One important activity of the Vice President this past year was teaching a 
course in ASTRONOMY in Los Angeles in July. His classes were well attended and very well received.

The Secretary continues to appreciate the privilege of being at headquarters to help keep records on 
visitors interested in the Urantia Book.
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The Treasurer, Mr. Harry Rowley, presented a statement of income and expense, as of December, 1965 
which revealed that the Urantia Brotherhood was well in the black at the present time. The chief sources 
of income are still individual donations, and the sale of Urantia Books.

Miss Marian Rowley, Secretary-General, reported that we now have only five Urantia Societies, due to 
the dissolution of the Second Urantia Society in September 1965. She mentioned the generous gift to the 
Brotherhood of a stereo record-player, a number of records, and two loud speakers. Miss Rowley 
commented on the voluminous and interesting correspondence, as well as the large number of visitors to 
the headquarters office.

Miss E. L. Christensen, our President, in her report to the Council, mentioned the great amount of 
activity that takes place in the headquarters office. She spoke of the inauguration of a periodic combined 
letter from the President and Vice-President, containing news items and excerpts from interesting letters, 
that is being sent to the various Societies and to the Field Representatives. Our President reminded us 
that the Second Triennial Meeting of the General Council is to be held in 1967, and suggested that the 
Societies be thinking about repre-sentatives to that meeting.

Three old-time members were lost by death this past year - Mr. Edmond F. J. Kulieke,Sr., Mr. Lee 
Miller Jones, and Miss Caroline Brown.

Miss Christensen closed her remarks with this quoted promise from Jesus: "And no matter what 
blunders your fellowmen make in their world management of today, in an age to come the gospel which 
I declare to you will rule this very world." (P. 1608.1

The Council reconvened for business.

The Treasurer's report was read, accepted, and placed on file.

Mr. Alvin Kulieke, Chairman of the Committee on Amendments of the Executive Committee, presented 
the following amendments to the Constitution and By-laws which were recommended by said Executlve 
Committee by resolutions adopted June 6, 1966 (copies of said resolutions having been mailed to each 
member of the General Council on July 7, 1966).

1. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Constitution of the Urantia Brotherhood be and the same hereby is 
amended so that ARTICLE VI, Section 6. 3. shall read as follows:

"Section 6. 3. Proceedings: The President and Secretary of Urantia Brotherhood shall preside at the 
Triennial Delegate Assembly. Subject only to the provisions of this Constitution, each Triennia1 
Delegate Assembly shall determine its own membership. The Committee on Credentials shall consist of 
the Chairmen of the Judicial, Charter, and Fraternal Relations Committees of Urantia Brotherhood. This 
Committee will meet at a time specified by the Executive Committee before the opening of the Triennial 
Delegate Assembly to receive, examine, and recommend to the President the approval or disapproval of 

file:///C|/UBHistoricalArchives/Public/Documents/BN19660807_B_17.htm (4 of 8)7/15/2007 1:17:31 PM



file:///C|/UBHistoricalArchives/Public/Documents/BN19660807_B_17.htm

the credentials of each of the delegates and alternates. Immediately following the seating of the 
delegates the President shall appoint from the floor a Committee on Nominations and a Committee on 
Resolutions. The Triennial Delegate Assembly shall be conducted pursuant to Roberts Rules of Order 
except in respect to the order of procedure, which shall be as follows:

(a) Assembly called to order and address of welcome.

(b) Report of Credentials Committee and seating of delegates.

(c) Appointment by the President from the floor of a Committee on Nominations and a Committee on 
Resolutions.

(d) Reports of outgoing officers and Chairmen of Departmental Committees.

(e) Report of Nominations Committee and election of members of General Council.

(f) Report of Resolutions Committee.

(g) Consideration of old business.

(h) Consideration of new business.

(i) Reading and approval of minutes unless Assembly votes to waive such reading or designates some 
other manner of approving minutes.

(j) Adjournment. "

2. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Constitution of the Urantia Brotherhood be and the same hereby is 
amended so that ARTICLE VIII, Section 8. 7. (c) shall read as follows:

"Section 8. 7. (c) Triennial Meeting: Immediately following the Triennial Delegate Assembly a meeting 
of the General Council, to be known as the Triennial meeting, shall be held for the election of the 
officers of Urantia Brotherhood and the members of the Departmental Committees. The President and 
Secretary of Urantia Brotherhood shall preside at the Triennial meeting, whether or not either of them is 
then a member of the General Council, until their successors have been elected and installed at such 
meeting. No notice of such meeting shall be required except that the twelve newly elected Councilors 
shall be notified by telephone or telegraph."

3. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Constitution of the Urantia Brotherhood be and the same hereby is 
amended 80 that Section 8. 9. be added to ARTICLE VIII, and shall read as follows:
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"Sectiom 8. 9. Proxies: At any meeting of the General Council, a Councilor may vote by proxy executed 
in writing by the Councilor on a form of proxy provided by the Executive Committee. Such proxy must 
be filed with the Secretary at or before the time the meeting is called to order. 

4. BE IT RESOLVED, tnat the Constitution of the Urantia Brotherhood be and the same hereby is 
amended so that the second clause of ARTICLE IX, Section 9. 3. shall read as follows;

"Section 9. 3. President; ...he shall preside at all meetings of the General Council, the Executive 
Committee, and the Triennial Delegate Assembly, until his successor has been elected and installed at 
the Triennial meeting of the General Council;..."

5. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Constitution of the Urantia Brotherhood be and the same hereby is 
amended 80 that the first clause of ARTICLE IX, Section 9. 5. shall read as follows:

"Section 9. 5. Secretarv: The Secretary shall keep and preserve the records of the meetings and 
proceedings of the General Council and of the Triennial Delegate Assembly;..."

6. BE IT RESOLVED, that the By-laws of the Urantia Brotherhood be and the same hereby are 
amended so that the first sentence of CHAPTER V, Paragraph 5. 4. shall read as follows:

"Paragraph 5. 4. Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: The By-laws of the URANTIA 
BROTHERHOOD CORPORATION may provide for an Executive Committee of the Board of 
Directors to be comprised of the President, the Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the 
Assistant Secretary-Assistant Treasurer of URANTIA BROTHERHOOD CORPORATION." 

Tellers were appointed and copies of the proposed amendments were distributed. These were read, and 
discussed, and voted upon by ballot. While the votes were being tabulated, the meeting was in informal 
session and the President called for the reports of the Field Representatives. These reports may be 
summarized as follows;

Miss Berkeley Elliott, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in her report revealed that she has been very busy 
making many contacts this past year. She visited Newton, Kansas; Beaver, Oklahoma; Independence, 
Missouri (twice); and Chicago. In addition, the Oklahoma Society was visited by people from Kansas, 
and Wisconsin as well as several from other cities in Oklahoma. Miss Elliott said that her Society had 
conducted its first funeral service for a member this past year, that of their one-time President, Mr. W. E. 
Grisso, Jr.

Mr. Meredith J. Sprunger, of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, reported that his activities as a Field Representative 
were confined to four areas: college students, study groups, local contacts, and writing. The study group 
there in Ft. Wayne averages an attendance of fifteen. Mr. Sprunger continues to have contact with 
several former students whom he had interested in the Urantia Book. He again expressed the hope that 
some day the Urantia Brotherhood might be able to have a full-time director of promotion.
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In the absence of Mr. James C. Mills, of Neenah, Wisconsin, his report was read by Miss Marian 
Rowley. Mr. Mills has a study group of eight interested readers in his home town, which he hopes 
sometime to form into a Society. He had several rewarding visits with the Oklahoma Society ln the past 
year, and continues his personal interest in the movement by presenting the teachings of the Urantia 
Book to his teen-age Sunday School class, and distributing Urantia Books wherever possible to any one 
showing an interest.

Due to the absence of Mrs. Julia Fenderson of Culver City, California, her report was also read by Miss 
Rowley. Mrs. Fenderson has been very busy organizing meetings for study and fellowship, such as the 
one held in San Francisco in March, which proved to be very successful. She spoke in some detail of the 
work of Vern and Nancy Grimsley and their dedication to the task of disseminating the teachings of the 
Urantia Book, through a radio program entitled THE FAMILY OF GOD. Mrs. Fenderson continues to 
carry on voluminous correspondence with many throughout the California area and even abroad, and 
finds it most exhilarating.

After the meeting was convened formally, the Tellers reported on the results of the balloting on the 
proposed amendments, and the President then declared that since 3/4 of tthe members of the Council had 
voted in favor of the six amendments, they were thereby adopted.

Ths Executive Committee's list of nominations for Council members, Chairmen, and Committee 
members was read by Mr. Arthur Burch. The President asked for nominations from the floor. There 
were none. Miss Christensen then appointed tellers. The General Councilors voted, by written ballot, on 
the nominations as listed. The Tellers gave their report and the President then announced that the 
following were elected to office.

GENERAL COUNCIL

1 yr. Ruth E. Renn 1 yr. Mary Inez Burch

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

JUDICIAL COMMITTEE

6 yrs. Edith E. Cook

CHARTER COMMITTEE

1 yr. Mary Lou Hales, Chairman 6 yrs. Ruth F. Burton

FRATERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
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6 yrs. Ruth L. Renn

DOMESTIC EXTENSION COMMITTEE

6 yrs. Geraldine K. Hahn

FOREIGN EXTENSION COMMITTEE

6 yrs. Olga Unverzagt

COMITTEE ON EDUCATION

6 yrs. Marian T. Rowley

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

6 yrs. Lucile Kulieke

FINANCE COMMITTEE

6 yrs. Carl D. Berry

COMMITTEE ON MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

6 yrs. Edmond F. J. Kulieke, Jr.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned on motion at 4:25 P.M..

(Signed) Anna Rawson, Secretary  
Approved: (Signed) E. L. Christensen, President
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