410% Plaza Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana
December 22, 1961

iir, Worren H., Kuliske
Miss Marian Rowley

Dr, William 8. ZSedler
Rev, K, Devid Schlundt

Dear Frisnds)

The foremost gquegtion occupying my thoughts for the past five years
has been, "What is the most effective wey (wisest procedure) to introduce
the msassape and philosophy of the Urantia Book into the religious thinking
end life of Amerdice and the world®

After considering meny spproachsas, cna plan appears to ba suparier to
81l others: establishing an interdencminational School of Religion (Seminary)
in fraternal conneotion with some astablished college or university. Thers
is & growing demand for ths epumenicsl training of ministers.

The technique of organizing and comtrolling such a School of Religion
would follow a predetermined pattern. Assuming the Board of such & achool
would be compoged of twelve mambers = boards are gelf-parpetuating = seven
of these members would always be Urantiens, The remaining members could be
made up of representatives from the fraternally related college and influential
but progressive members of major religious bodies (demominations). In this
w ay Urantians could always determins the policies of the school.

The faculty would have several Urantians = who have proper seminary
and academic background = in key poeitions. The balance of the faculty
would bs progressive, properly trained pergons from various denominations.
As the Inptitution became established and mors Urantians with thecloglesl
training becsme available, such individuals would be added to the faeulty.

The eurriculum would follow traditional but improved lines whkich would
empheslze the Urantia point of view - without actuelly mentioning it. At
first the Urantla Book could b® referred to by Urentlan instructors and
curious students would discover the book on thelr own inltlative. Later, at
the proper evolutionary time, the course on the Life of Jegus would introduce
the Urantia Book as one of the "Livep" used in the course. S5till later - at
the request of students - electives on otlwr ssctions of the Urantia Book
could be added.

A gpecial attraction of this school would be the policy of placing this
graduste tralning on the seme basls asgeduate treining in other fields.
This would give the student an opportumity to earn a doctorate (Th. D.) during
the three years of peminary training, In addition to regular course work
this degree would include passing preliminary exams, taklng courses in
regearch techniques or pass langusge requirements, writing an scceptabls
theals, and passing final exams.

For those students who do not wish to fulfill these traditional doctoral
requirements or who fail to peasa any of them, the traditiomsl B, D, degree
would be given upon the successflul completion of the three years of study.
Einiasters who have degrees from recognized seminsries could - after passing

preliminary exams, taking speeial ressarch courses or passing language exams,



taking some minimm mmber of additional sourses, writing an aceceptable thesmis
and pasping final examinations = receive an earned doctorate (Th. D.).

The only thing needed to start such & program is the will to begin and
g limited amovmt of capital to ecarry it cut. It might be possihle to use
the feedlities of the related collsge for class rooms., I bolieve & mumber

of people of means could be found to domate funds to start such an intermational,
interdenominational School of Religion.

Such & project may not be one which the Urantis Brotherhood shoudd
enocourage, plan, or promote bubt aftar five years of thinking, it appears
to ms to ba the bapt evolutionary plen of constructlve action open to ua.

I am writing you not so much to receive an answer - although eny comment
will be appreciated - but thot you might think about this or some eltermats
plan of poaitive evodutionary action in which the best minds af the Brotherhood
conld engage in gooperative affort.

The next time we come to Chicago I would 1like to tulk with some of you
about the possibdlity of such lomg range plans.

Cordially youra,

Maradith J. Sprunger



