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Brace Mnited Thurely of Uhrist
307 Plyvmouth Street

Culber, Inbiana
MEREDITH J. SFEUNGER, MINISTER

Janpary-13, 1953

Dre Williem S« Sadler
gdd Diversay Farkwoay
Chicaro, Illinois

Doapf Dp. Sasdler:

I am very happy bo haive your paper "Seme Criticisms ol the Urantia Boolk.
Hive boen pone all day and therefore have only be nble to give it a hasty
reading. It 1s on exeollent paper. In the next day or Two T will pive i%
R mere shorough reading and welte you congderning any observaticns which T
may ke ve.

Wia hawve jusy passed a. mile stone here in Culwer. A, ywou know two
of our slders wrose the presldent of the ohurch eoncerhing our agscolations
with the Urankia Hook. Throughout the year they hawve besn working behind
the scenes to build a followlng to teke aobien abt the ennual congregational
meeting. I6 only resulted in selidifying the great majoriiy of the asonprepaticn
in our favor. There was a large turn ouk for the meeting Sud uy evening and
ihe Tirgs sotion of The meebing wes o eleod board members (elders anid deacons)
for the coming year. Hoth of these men were defeafied for re-sleckion and
prograssive men of* good will were uniformly elected to S he nine offices
opening up this year. When i% came Sime for the president of %he congrapation
to ask for comments, supzestions, ¢to. not ome of the agitators said anything.
For all prasticnl purposes the opposition bag ended. SoSuslly I peid very
little attenvion to it and was not really concarned abouS tho meebing bub I
think Irens was relieved.

I am much concerned abont the relmtionship of She Uraptia Mpwvement to
tihe Qhureh. The other evening I wrote up what seems %o me o necessary
policy hHo establish among the people who dare intersestod in %he Yparmsia Book.
am encloging a oopy and would mppreciste your comments. Will write won
later eoncerning She first paper on Urantia Apologeties.

Cordially yours,

W



Ghrace United Thuecly of Christ

207 Plymonth Street

Culver, Inbiana
MEREDITH J. SPRUNGEH, MINISTER

January 14, 1963

Drs William 8. Sadler
535 Diversey Parlway
Vhicago 14, 1llinois

Dagyr Dr. ohdler:

Here is s ruoning comment of ddems that coms fc me as I read your
fine peper, "Soms Lritleisms of She Urantia Sook." I especially appreciohe
She inclusion of adnoni®ions given in conveoklon with the publicaticn of
the Uranbis Jeck. IThe pmaitive leSher preceding the critiiclsms is nlso zood.
1. Thig iz a penerali atien which could he made aboud almosh any sdvence
in lkmowledge. In the Hovember issus of FEarper's Magazine there is & fine
article by Dr. Ian Stevenson entitled "SeienSists with Balf-olosed Minds"
from which many parallels could be eited. The discoveries of Harvey, Faghsur,
Semmelweia, Dorwin, snd manay others are referred 4o. & peambser of the Paris
Londemy of Sclences tried %o stép the demonssrator of Edisénde phonorraph by
saying, "WreSchl Uo you s uppose Shat we are fools fo be duped by a vensriloquiss?"
Frofessor Fu G+ Tait seid vhen he heard of She felephone, "I% 15 all humbog,
for such a discovery s impossible." Paley anld, "There is a principle, proof
againa® all argumeni, a bar apainst all progrees...which if persiated in
onnnok bub keep the mind in everlasting ignorance = and that is, eonkamot
prior Go examination." Whiteklead wrote 4hat "evary preas ides sounds 1iks
nonsense when first propounded." So in & sense, rejection by the %Sop theolopglans
15 one of the historical measurerents of value wa would look for in a really
new and syperior splritual conception of the uniwnrze.

2« Thiz sectilon 15 very well done. Woonld question She word "exalss nex,
on pige §. Meybe Ghe word "ennobles) "enhances,” or "elevntes™ would be better.

du Tou are go Pight aboul Christisn ccsmelesy beinpg almost non-sxisbent.
« % migh% be pood %o say

4, The oritie's views are gerteinly distorse
th the bes% Chrisiian Shoupght

=
that the Trantla concepS of man is in harmony with
BD0UT Mall.

i}
h

5. Ewven if thés imowledge were imown, 4% would prove nothing of
gignificence abouk the Urantia Book.

6. Cnly o person complesely ignorant off She sssence of tha message of
She Urantia Hook could honmestly formulate such s criticism.

7. The poal of salwation ia infinifiely more clear in the Uranbis Yopk
than in Christian eschatology.

B+ This eriticism iz metually more appropriate placed in n sebtting some
ninatesen hundfed years age - exachly wha® a Pharizee mirht have said to
Je2gus or ona of Ghe aposhles.



10, Agsin the eritie's statement “commomplace hodge-podge” reveals
hig nlmos® complebe ipgnorance of She book.

11, Dr. Moss im a lititle book, We Believe, says, "ASonement likerslly
means si-one-ment." Is denies that it bas sny ' propitistion' meaning. In
thia sense, Shet Christ added one nmr‘&"i’ﬂ‘&!ﬁ"ﬁ'{in& us with the Father, or
fhot the Urandia Bock ndds one more bond to make us at-one with the Father, %hia
ig mok oul of harmeny with the Uranbia Dook fieaching. Wery few modern
theologians beliove in the orude blood a%onement doctrine. The Urantia Book
his a very olear plon of salwaticn.

15, Thers ars mny small things which ave oonatantly showing up. The
gackion "O0limatic and Geolopic Changea" p. B30 hakes on new sipnificance
in the lipht of lest week's Post arbticle "Dhe Earth's Shifting Crust" - Charles
Hepeood.

16. Gonersl denuncistions mesn absolutely nobhing - exeept to reveal
8 nogubive emotional atnte in the aubhor. If the authop does nou agrae
with specific statemsnts in the Urantia Yook, sny velid criticism musy deal
with Shese apacific disagreamsnss.

17. This is tremendons but it shonld be pointed cub thalt some of these
sonoepts, 1.8, The Paradise Erinity, are pob new in Christian Shought. They
ars new in that shey doonot appeat in the Dible, And of courae muny are
completely new.

The only obher orificism 1t oocours %o me to suggest is one ade by Dr.
Robers Moss to one of our elders® "The “rantia Bock Hakes away the centrality
of Chrish in the Christien falih." wWhile i% is Srue Shat the Urantia Hook
anlarges our universe and cencopt of God and,with Jesus' Gemchings in the
H. Ta,makes She Universal Father %he eenter of all %hings (As doea %he . T.)
bt wikthin the Hew Teatament cosmnlogical frameworic, it makes Jesus ewen
mope importent - in addiflon %o the coneept of Savlour, he becomos our Croator,
and Sovoreign Lord., "Ho one cometh te the Father axcept by me," beoomes
evon more abspluts in its sighificance.

I think you have done an excellen® and needful job. T hopa Shav you
will make %his swmilable $hrough the Srothorbood In duplicnted form. We
are approaching the time when indiwiduals need such e Socol as thisand 1%
ghowld %e made awilables to them.

Under separate soyer I am sending you s copy of She first boek(l-41)
of the Paalms. A% your leisure I would apprecliate any suggestlons You may
have for improving tham.

Copdlally yours, .

g?:}”‘ pie i



Janusry 15, 1959

Dr. Meredith J. Sprunger
215 H. Slate St.
Culver, Indiana

Dear Dr. Sprunger:

Tusnk you for your suggestions sbout my Paper. I suppose
if there 18 a request for this Paper, it will be nimeographed
later on, and be svailshle.

I think your note about the Urantism Book und the churches wes
very good. I would suggest that if you have & duplicate you
will send us & few copiea that Miss Fowley might have in her
files for ues now and thean. :

1 wos wery happy to learn how your church clection csme out.
Tou really have hed better luck with the "brethren® than I
ovor thought you would have. I am gled things have turned
out as they have.

Thanking you egain for your helpful suggestions, 1 am

Sincerely,

'l:l.ll.‘l._nn S. Sadler




